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          MCPB Item #6 
          June 10, 2010 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE:  April 30, 2010 
 
TO:                    Montgomery County Park Commission 
 
VIA:                        Mary R. Bradford, Director of Parks 
 
FROM:                     Terry H. Brooks, Chairman 
                                Public/Private Partnership Committee  
 
SUBJECT:              The Proposed Reclassification of the Calverton Neighborhood                                       
                                    Conservation Area in Silver Spring to the Calverton Neighborhood                                   
                                    Park with a Dedication in Memory of Donald and Marilyn Praisner     

 
Staff Recommendation:  Approval with Conditions 
  
Background: 
 
On April 28, 2009, the Montgomery County Executive and the Montgomery County Planning 
Board received a preliminary letter of support from Mr. Daniel Epps, Jr., President of the 
Calverton Citizens Association, Inc. (CCA) requesting to rename and dedicate the Calverton 
Neighborhood Conservation Park located at 2510 Shanandale Drive in Silver Spring in honor of 
Donald and Marilyn Praisner, their neighbors and well-known former Montgomery County 
Council Members.  Prior to submitting their request, the CCA sought and obtained the approval 
of the Praisner family to dedicate the Calverton Conservation Area in recognition for their 

the Praisner family, appreciated and accepte
Neighborhood Conservation Park is a 1.3-acre park located very close to the home of the 
Praisner family. 
 
The CCA preliminary letter of support (see Attachment #1) described the many civic 
accomplishments of both Donald and Marilyn Praisner as committed and tireless advocates for 
residents all across Montgomery County for many years.  (See Attachment #2 and Attachment 
#3 respectively.) 
 
On October 28, 2009, the Commission received a formal, revised proposal from the CCA (see 
Attachment #4) based upon discussions and recommendations from the Department of Parks 
staff.  The CCA requests the Calverton Neighborhood Conservation Park be reclassified from a 
conservation park to a neighborhood park and its name changed to Calverton Neighborhood 
Park.  The park type classification is being made because the park has never been in its natural 
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state since its initial dedication to the Commission in 1971 as part of the neighborhood 
subdivision.  From 1971, when the Calverton community was first developed, until 2009, the 
CCA requested and was granted approval by the Commission responsibility to maintain the park 

very center of the residential community.  In June 2009, the CCA requested the Department of 
Parks to take over the maintenance of the park because the CCA no longer had the resources to 
maintain the park. 
 
The history of the long-term maintenance for Calverton Conservation Park reveals the fact that 
the maintenance of this park has never been programmed in the operating budget of the 
Department.  The recent conversion of park maintenance responsibilities for this park from CCA 

gation will result in an increase of 
about 2/10th of a work-year, or about $6,000.  
 

maintenance yard.  Park maintenance staff has been caring for the park since early last year.  Due 
to budget cuts anticipated in FY 11, the condition of this park will likely deteriorate along with 
all of our other parks rather quickly, as the grass will get higher, and the trees and shrubs will not 
get much preventive care.  In the fall, it will be difficult to remove fallen leaves, which may 
cause some of the turf to die, leaving bare areas of dirt,similar to many neighborhood and 
community parks. 
 
Separate Request: 
 
Not directly related to the memorial dedication proposal is a request by the CCA for the 
Commission to consider their desire to re-orient an existing community subdivision sign located 

was originally built by the developer as part of the community and was intended to serve as a 
gateway into the community.  The gateway sign was used as a functioning community landmark 
until MD Route 29 was built and roadway sound barrier walls were constructed, which 

way.  CCA considers the Calverton sign a 
community landmark and would like to renovate the sign and re-orient the sign to read in the 
opposite direction facing Shanandale Drive.  CCA is currently in the process of soliciting 
donated services from a contractor to renovate and re-orient the sign.  CCA is requesting the 
permission of the Planning Board to renovate and re-orient their community sign.  (See 
Attachment #5a.) 
 
Memorial Dedication Request: 
 
With respect to dedicating the park in the memory of Donald and Marilyn Praisner, the CCA has 
accepted the staff recommendations to seek one of several memorial dedication options:  (1) a 
dedication in memory of the Praisners with a memorial plaque applied to a rock; (2) a plaque on 
a post; or (3) a plaque on a park bench.  The CCA has also agreed to cover the associated cost of 
the sign and its installation by the CCA and/or sponsors. (See typical memorial dedications, 
Attachment #5a-e.)  
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The Commission is in receipt of a January 21, 2010, letter of support from the Honorable Anne 
R. Kaiser, Maryland Delegate, Montgomery County 14th District, supporting the subject request.  
(See Attachment #6.)   
 
Park Naming Policy: 
 
Commission History & Policy for Park & Park Facility Dedications:  
 
On September 10, 1998, the Montgomery County Planning Board adopted a policy and 
guidelines for the renaming of parks and park facilities.  (See Attachment #7.)  The adopted 
policy and administrative guidelines address the renaming of parks and facilities. 
 
In the past, the Commission has dedicated several park facilities to individuals such as: 
 

o Wheaton Regional Park - Frank Rubini Athletic Complex; and the  
o Long Branch Wayne Park - John Durham Athletic Fields. 

 
The Commission adopted policies for park dedications (see Attachment #7) allow the dedication 

guidelines of requiring the nominated individuals(s) to provide some significant, civic, historic, 
and/or cultural contribution to the lives of the citizens of Montgomery County, the State of 
Maryland, or the Nation.  The CCA is recommending a park name change only to change the 
park type.  Further, the CCA is recommending a memorial dedication be accommodated in the 
park in recognition of the Praisners  many contributions to the lives and citizens of Montgomery 
County. 
  
Staff Recommendations: 
 
Staff recommends the approval of changing the park type from Neighborhood Conservation Park 
to Neighborhood Park for the Calverton park and that a memorial dedication plaque be approved 
naming Donald and Marilyn Praisner (pursuant to the Adopted Park Naming Policy Guideline 

 recognition of their 
civic, individual, and collective activism on behalf of the citizens of Montgomery County.   
 
With respect to the CCA request to renovate and re-orient the Calverton Neighborhood sign, 
staff recommends the approval of this request subject to the CCA paying for all costs associated 
with the restoration and ongoing maintenance of the sign.  
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Staff approval is subject to the following terms and conditions: 
 

1. That the new park sign and its installation cost be paid for by the CCA and/or donors; 
2. That the memorial dedication be physically recognized in the form of a mounted plaque 

located immediately next to the park sign indicating the park is dedicated in memory of 
Donald and Marilyn Praisner for their many civic contributions on behalf of the citizens of 
Montgomery County; 

3. That the cost for the park type and memorial dedication recognition plaque be borne by 
CCA and/or supporters of the dedication and that all required funds must be received by the 
Commission prior to the installation of the new park sign and the new plaque;  

4. That the cost to repair and/or replace any damage and/or vandalism that may occur to the 
park sign and memorial plaque must be borne by the proposer for a period of at least the 
first 3 years (which will be included in the park sign and memorial plaque installation 
budget), and that the Commission will not be obligated to replace the park sign and 
memorial plaque if vandalized or damaged after 5 years; and 

5. That the cost and/or construction donation services to restore and re-orient the Calverton 
community sign be paid for by CCA and/or donated by a qualified contractor, be approved 

and re-orientation of the Calverton community sign be issued prior to any work being 
performed on the sign. 
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