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Summary 

 THE MARYLAND-NATIONAL CAPITAL PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION 

MCPB 
Item No.  
Date: 01-19-12 

National Labor College - George Meany Center (aka Chevy Chase Bank – Hillandale), Preliminary Plan, 12008009A 

 
Amy Lindsey, Senior Planner, Area 2 Planning Division, amy.lindsey@montgomeryplanning.org, 301.495.2189 

Khalid Afzal, Planner Supervisor, Area 2 Planning Division, khalid.afzal@montgomeryplanning.org, 301.495.4650 

Glenn Kreger, Acting Chief, Area 2 Planning Division, glenn.kreger@montgomeryplanning.org, 301.495.4653 

 
 Southwest quadrant of the intersection of New 

Hampshire Avenue (MD 650) and Powder Mill 
Road 

 46.03 acres, R-90, O-M 
 1997 White Oak Master Plan 
 Limited Amendment to the Preliminary Plan for 

the purposes of amending the Preliminary Forest 
Conservation Plan to allow for installation  of a 
pressure reducing valve vault by WSSC 

 Filing date: 9/15/2011 
 
 

 

 Staff recommends approval with conditions. 
 This amendment will remove 0.14 acres of forest planting and associated Category I Forest Conservation 

Easement and protect 0.14 acres of existing forest and place it in a Category I Forest Conservation Easement. 
 All other conditions of Preliminary Plan and Forest Conservation Plan No. 120080090, as contained in the 

Planning Board’s Resolution dated September 29, 2008, remain in full force and effect. 
 

 

Description 

Completed: 1/06/12 
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Conditions 
1. Applicant must record a new record plat within 90 days of the mailing date of the Planning Board’s 

resolution approving the limited amendment to the Preliminary Plan.  The record plat must 
reference the standard Category I Forest Conservation Easement (liber 13178 folio 412) as recorded 
in the Land Records of Montgomery County, Maryland. 

2. Required site inspections by M-NCPPC monitoring staff must occur as specified in "Trees Technical 
Manual". 

 
Discussion 
This memorandum covers staff review and 
recommendations on the Limited Amendment to 
the Preliminary Plan for purposes of amending 
the Forest Conservation Plan (FCP).  The Forest 
Conservation Plan was initially approved on July 
24, 2008, in conjunction with Preliminary Plan 
No. 120080090.  This Preliminary Plan created 
one lot of 45.8 acres for the existing National 
Labor College (George Meany Center) and one lot 
of 1.03 acres for a Chevy Chase Bank. 
 
The proposed amendment to the Preliminary 
Plan and associated Forest Conservation Plan is 
necessary to allow the Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission (WSSC) to relocate and replace a 
pressure reducing valve vault from its current location on Adelphi Road to the National Labor College 
site.  The existing Adelphi Road valve vault, on a 60” water main that serves as a major source of water 
supply into Prince George’s County, is in poor condition, and the current location does not allow for safe 
and easy access for maintenance and repair.  There are two existing WSSC easements that cross the 
National Labor College property and the water lines feed to the existing pressure reducing valve.  The 
new pressure reducing valve will be located adjacent to an existing WSSC easement and will allow for 
safe and easy access.   
 
The proposed amendment to the Forest Conservation Plan removes 5,973 square feet (0.14 acres) of 
forest planting and associated easement and protects 5,973 square feet (0.14 acres) of existing forest in 
Category I Forest Conservation Easement.  All other conditions of Preliminary Plan and Forest 
Conservation Plan No. 120080090, as contained in the Planning Board’s Resolution dated September 29, 
2008, remain in full force and effect. 
 
 
Site Description 
The National Labor College (George Meany Center) is located in the southwest quadrant of the 
intersection of New Hampshire Avenue (MD 650) and Powder Mill Road within the White Oak Master 
Plan area.  The property contains institutional buildings and associated parking lots.  The 1.03-acre site 
created in Preliminary Plan 120080090 for Chevy Chase Bank is currently vacant.  The Holly Hall 
apartment complex is located between the National Labor College and I-495’s westbound on-ramp.  
Single-family residential properties surround the subject property to the north and west.  I-495 is 
directly to the south of the National Labor College. 
 
The subject property includes 8.51 acres of forest and several streams and floodplain.    A floodplain 
bisects the property where a stream previously existed.  Three stormwater management ponds are 
currently located in this area.  There is a 4.43-acre environmental buffer, with 3.39 acres of it forested. 
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Analysis 
 
Forest Conservation 
This property is subject to the Montgomery 
County Forest Conservation Law (Chapter 22A of 
the County Code).   The approved Forest 
Conservation Plan shows 3.80 acres of forest 
cleared, with 4.71 acres of forest retained and 
1.32 acres of forest planted in a Category I Forest 
Conservation Easement.   The total area in forest 
conservation easement is 6.03 acres.  
Additionally, 0.28 acres of floodplain was 
required to be planted but not placed in 
easement.   A Final Forest Conservation Plan was 
approved on June 23, 2009 that showed future 
development occurring in phases, with forest 
clearing and planting tied to these phases. 
 
The proposed amendment to the Forest Conservation Plan proposes to remove 5,973 square feet (0.14 
acres) of forest planting and associated easement and protects an additional 5,973 square feet (0.14 
acres) of existing forest in Category I Forest Conservation Easement.  The amended Forest Conservation 
Plan shows 3.66 acres of forest cleared, with 4.85 acres of forest retained and 1.18 acres of forest 
planted in a Category I Forest Conservation Easement.  The total area in forest conservation easement is 
6.03 acres.  Additionally, 0.28 acres of floodplain will still be planted but not placed in easement.    
 
Notification and Outreach 
The subject property was properly signed with notification of the upcoming preliminary plan 
amendment prior to the September 15, 2011 submission.  All adjoining and confronting property 
owners, civic associations, and other registered interested parties will be notified of the upcoming public 
hearing on the proposed amendment.  As of the date of this report, staff has had verbal 
communications with numerous community members but all were on the subject of the originally 
approved Preliminary Forest Conservation Plan, not the proposed amendments to the FCP.  No written 
comments have been received and any comments received hereafter will be forwarded to the Board. 
 
Conclusion 
Staff concludes that the proposed valve vault replacement is necessary for the infrastructure 
improvement needed to maintain the water main in a safe working order and provide appropriate 
access to it for maintenance and repair purposes. The proposed amendment to the Forest Conservation 
Plan meets all requirements of Chapter 22A Montgomery County Forest Conservation Law.  Staff 
recommends that the Planning Board approve the amended Preliminary Plan and associated Forest 
Conservation Plan with the conditions cited in this staff report.  
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Attachments 
1. September 29, 2008 Preliminary Plan Opinion 
2. Amended Preliminary Plan 
3. Amended Forest Conservation Plan 
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