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Staff Recommendation 

 Approve the Design Guidelines for the Wheaton CBD and Vicinity Sector Plan 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

Attached is the final document of the Design Guidelines for the Wheaton CBD and Vicinity Sector 
Plan. This document was originally scheduled for the Board’s review on July 23, 2012, but was 
postponed due to a scheduling conflict.  Staff initially presented the draft Design Guidelines to the 
Planning Board on July 14, 2011, followed by a draft of the document on October 13, 2011. Staff has 
refined the draft Guidelines by incorporating relevant feedback from the Board, the public, and the 
County Council work sessions as part of its review and approval of the Wheaton CBD and Vicinity 
Sector Plan. The final Guidelines are now ready for approval by the Board. 
 
As stated in previous presentations to the Planning Board, the purpose of the Design Guidelines is to 
illustrate how key recommendations of the Sector Plan might be met. They will also serve to clarify 
general design expectations and most importantly, to provide applicants and staff with a framework 
for project review and a tool for obtaining enhanced design and related amenities.  

 
 
 

Organization 
 
The Guidelines continue to be organized in four sections: 
 

Section 1: Introduction – Purpose;  
Section 2: Context - Relationship to Sector Plan, description of issues; 
Section 3: Guidelines - Goals and strategies to achieve them; 
Section 4: Resources - Relevant information for applicants. 
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Revisions 

The document includes the following refinements since it was last reviewed by the Planning Board: 
 
Guidelines 

 A prototypical Boulevard Section was added to clarify the issues that should be covered 
in conversations between staff and owners of properties being redeveloped along 
Wheaton’s Boulevards. 

 Boulevard diagrams have been refined for clarity, and associated legends have been 
expanded to include cross-references to additional information included in the 
Guidelines or in the Sector Plan. 

 Individual guidelines were expanded for clarity, and to include expanded text and 
captioned illustratives. 

 A guideline was added at the request of Green Wheaton to encourage environmentally 
responsible outdoor lighting practices in general building and public realm illumination. 
For additional information, a link to the International Dark Sky Association was added to 
the Implementation Resources section. 

 Edits to the text based on input from the Kensington View Civic Association (see 
attached). 

 
Objectives 

 Captions have been provided for all illustrations. 
 
Transitions 

 Discussion was expanded to include all areas discussed in the Sector Plan, and to add 
captioned illustrations for each area, for clarity. 

 
Implementation Resources 

 Items have been added to the list, in response to feedback received. 

Format 
 The document has been reformatted to follow the Planning Department’s current 

publication standards. 
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Attachments 
1. Email from Kensington View Civic Association dated July 25, 2012 
2. Email response from M-NCPPC dated August 18, 2012 
3. Wheaton CBD & Vicinity Sector Plan Design Guidelines 
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ATTACHMENT A 

Placeholder Image (from draft design guidelines - MYK building - replaced) 

Replacement Image (with companion Grandview Avenue Townhouses image) 
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