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Every few years, the County Executive and Council forward a joint letter of recommendations for state 

transportation projects and studies to the Montgomery County Delegation for their consideration in 

approving the final FY2014-2019 Consolidated Transportation Program, the Draft of which was released 

in October 2013: 

http://www.mdot.maryland.gov/Office_of_Planning_and_Capital_Programming/CTP/CTP_14_19/Index.

html. The last letter was sent on February 16, 2011 (see Attachment 1) and the new letter is anticipated 

to be sent in February 2014.  

The joint priority letter serves as advice to the Montgomery County Delegation in their yearly budget 

negotiations but also serves as a standing guide to MDOT and SHA as to what the County’s priorities are, 

and developments in the planning and design of these priority projects are highlighted in the monthly 

capital transportation program meetings that are attended by SHA, County staff, and Planning staff. 

 

We recommend that the Board transmit the following transportation priorities to the County Executive 

and Council for their consideration in their update of the joint priorities letter. This letter should include 

a restatement of support for the County’s highest transportation priorities, which are: 

 Support for the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority multi-year capital 

improvement programs for infrastructure investment to maintain a state of good repair. 

 Additional Metrorail funding to operate eight-car trains to eliminate the Red Line turnbacks at 

Grosvenor and Silver Spring, and to expand the existing station platform and circulation capacity 

to accommodate existing and projected riders. 

 Construction of the Purple Line, and  

 Construction of the Corridor Cities Transitway (CCT) Stage 1 
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Since design work is proceeding only on Stage 1 of the CCT from Shady Grove to Metropolitan Grove, we 

have included only that segment in the highest priority list.  Stage 2 would still be included in the 

priorities for the Construction Program, which is shown below along with the priorities for the 

Development and Evaluation Program. 

PRIORITIES FOR THE CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM 

1. Montrose Parkway East: contribution to cost of segment from MD 355 to Parklawn Drive 

2. US 29 Bus Rapid Transit line, White Oak to Silver Spring 

3. Corridor Cities Transitway Stage 2, Metropolitan Grove to Clarksburg 

4. MD 28 (Norbeck Rd.), Georgia Avenue to Layhill Road: widen to 4 lanes, with safety 

improvements, and intersection improvements to the Georgia Avenue/Norbeck Avenue 

intersection 

5. US 29/Fairland Road/Musgrove Road: grade-separated interchange 

6. MD 586 (Veirs Mill Road) Bus Rapid Transit line 

7. Forest Glen Pedestrian Underpass beneath Georgia Avenue 

8. I-270/Newcut Road: grade-separated interchange 

9. MD 97 (Georgia Avenue), Forest Glen Road to 16th Street: safety and accessibility 

improvements 

10. MD 97 (Georgia Avenue) Bus Rapid Transit line, Olney to Wheaton 

11. MD 124 (Woodfield Road), Midcounty Highway to Airpark Drive: widen to 4 lanes 

12. MD 117 (Clopper Road), I-270 to Seneca Creek State Park: improve intersections 

13. MD 97 (Georgia Avenue)/MD 28 (Norbeck Road): grade-separated interchange 

 

PRIORITIES FOR THE DEVELOPMENT & EVALUATION PROGRAM 

1. US 29 Bus Rapid Transit line, Burtonsville to White Oak 

2. MD 355 Bus Rapid Transit line, Germantown to Bethesda 

3. I-495 (Capital Beltway): extend HOV lane south of I-270 West Spur, including HOV ramps on 

the south side of Westlake Drive/Fernwood Road 

4. MD 355 (MD 355)/Gude Drive: grade-separated interchange 

5. MD 115 (Midcounty Highway) Extended, ICC to Shady Grove Road 

6. MD 119 (Great Seneca Highway)/Sam Eig Highway and Muddy Branch Road: grade-

separated interchanges 

7. MD 650 (New Hampshire Avenue) Bus Rapid Transit line, White Oak to Eastern Avenue 
 

With the Council’s recent unanimous approval of the Countywide Transit Corridors Functional Master 

Plan, it is clear that transit must become a much more significant part of our future transportation 

system. Heavy investment in transit is not the solution to the transportation needs in every area of the 

County nor is it the answer to every transportation problem, even in densely populated areas of the 
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County. But where roadway widenings to solve perennial traffic congestion would significantly affect 

existing communities, natural resources and parkland, a more efficient solution is needed. 

This update of the joint priorities letter, coming fairly soon after a significant increase in transportation 

funding, offers the opportunity to reassess what the County’s overall priorities should be in creating a 

sustainable transportation network. The recommended projects put a much higher focus on transit 

projects than has been true in the past. These transit projects are recommended where feasible and 

supported by existing policy, and will help to support the County’s economic development goals.  

Changes to the list from the 2011 letter also reflect changes from the previous list because of project 

completions; changes in funding that negate the need to continue to include them; and changes in 

traffic growth. 

The following section includes detailed comments on the projects and studied recommended for 

inclusion in the priorities letter. 

Construction 

Montrose Parkway East (#1): This project was not previously on the list because most of it (east of 

Parklawn Drive) was a County project. The Montrose Road grade-separation at the CSX tracks is still a 

separate SHA project but these projects are now being designed to be constructed together. A State 

contribution is needed to move the combined project forward to support development in the White 

Flint Sector Plan area. 

US29 Bus Rapid Transit from White Oak to Silver Spring (#2) and US29 interchanges, including 

US29/Fairland Road/Musgrove Road (#5): The US29 interchange projects completed the Project 

Planning process more than a decade ago and are intended to accommodate forecast traffic volumes in 

this corridor. (Weekday traffic volumes have increased over 10% in this corridor since 2006.) Following 

completion of the interchange planning effort, three interchanges were constructed; at Randolph 

Road/Cherry Hill Road, at Briggs Chaney Road, and at MD198. Additional interchanges that are planned 

but not yet built would be at Stewart Lane, at Tech Road/Industrial Parkway, at Fairland Road/Musgrove 

Road, at Greencastle Road, and at Blackburn Road.  

The US29/Fairland Road/Musgrove Road interchange was included in the 2011 Construction priorities 

and the Draft FY14-19 Maryland Consolidated Transportation Program (CTP) added $7M in design 

funding for this project, whose construction cost is estimated to be $128M. (See Attachment 2 for 

Council staff’s Overview of the Draft FY14-19 CTP.) 

During our preliminary discussions with Council and MCDOT staff on the new priority list, three 

additional US29 interchanges were considered for inclusion on the list: at Stewart Lane, at Tech 

Road/Industrial Parkway, and at Greencastle Road, the estimated construction cost for which would be 

$344M. They are all Master Plan-recommended facilities but there is a tension between continuing to 

devote significant transportation funding to moving general traffic in the US29 corridor and funding bus 
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rapid transit (BRT) in the same corridor. By comparison, the estimated construction cost of dedicated 

transit lanes from Silver Spring to Burtonsville is nearly the same as these three interchanges - $351M.  

We believe that prioritizing the US29 transit corridor improvements is the better choice. The White Oak 

Science Gateway Master Plan emphasizes place-making in White Oak and BRT is the key piece of 

infrastructure needed to develop mixed use activity centers in this corridor. BRT also offers great 

potential in intercepting long distance trips originating in Howard County, freeing up road capacity to 

serve these activity centers.   

Since no new pavement is recommended for US29 BRT south of White Oak and the necessary 

improvements are mostly operational, we expect that planning for that segment could be completed 

fairly quickly. We recommend that this segment be expedited ahead of the BRT segment north of White 

Oak, where additional pavement is required, and be placed directly in the Construction priorities list. 

Because the project planning for the US29 interchanges was done so long ago, it needs to be updated to 

reflect current environmental regulations; it may be a couple of years before these projects are ready to 

enter the construction program. During that time, planning for the US29 BRT segment north of White 

Oak should be expedited so that we can better understand the traffic impacts and benefits of all the 

projects in the US29 corridor more fully.  

BRT is an integral element of the soon to be adopted White Oak Science Gateway Master Plan.  We 

know that we need BRT to provide an adequate level of mobility in the US29 corridor and should pursue 

its implementation as soon as possible. Early BRT implementation on the southern half of the corridor 

will give us good information on what beneficial impact there will be on traffic demand. The need for 

additional interchanges on US29 can then be considered in that context. 

Corridor Cities Transitway Stage 2 (#3): MTA elected not to include the segment from Metropolitan 
Grove to Clarksburg in its Environmental Impact Statement for the segment between the Shady Grove 
Metro Station and Metropolitan Grove. But this important project needs to be pursued as a high priority 
in order to provide more effective access to transit in the Germantown and Clarksburg areas. 
 
MD 28 (Norbeck Rd.), Georgia Avenue to Layhill Road (#4) and MD 97 (Georgia Avenue)/MD 28 
(Norbeck Road) interchange (#13): The traffic volume on this road dropped over the last year with the 
opening of the ICC, but is still up 27% over the last decade. In addition to roadway widening, the 
straightening of Norbeck Road is needed for safety reasons. A grade-separated interchange is master 
planned at the Georgia Avenue/Norbeck Avenue intersection, but intersection improvements should be 
pursued first to alleviate traffic problems and the interchange moved to a lower priority. The Draft FY14-
19 CTP added $3M in preliminary engineering for the length of MD28/MD198 between Georgia Avenue 
and US29. 
 
MD 586 (Veirs Mill Road) Bus Rapid Transit line (#6): The planning for this project is being done by SHA 
but is funded by Montgomery County. This existing transit ridership in this corridor is one of the highest 
in the County. The corridor is planned to eventually provide a key east west connection (when coupled 
with University Boulevard) linking Rockville with Takoma Langley via Wheaton. 
 



5 

 

Forest Glen Pedestrian Underpass (#7): The planning for this project was funded and completed by 
Montgomery County. This project would provide a safer grade-separated pedestrian and bicyclist 
crossing at the Georgia Avenue/Forest Glen intersection, as well as direct access to the Forest Glen 
Metro Station. 
 
I-270/Newcut Road interchange (#8): This interchange would serve the growing Clarksburg area and 
would be partially funded by the Cabin Branch development. 
 
MD 97 (Georgia Avenue), Forest Glen Road to 16th Street (#9): The planning for this project is being done 
by SHA but is funded by Montgomery County. This segment of Georgia Avenue is the highest volume 
non-Interstate highway in the State of Maryland (69K average annual weekday traffic). 
 
MD 97 (Georgia Avenue) Bus Rapid Transit line (#10): The planning for this project is being done by SHA 
but is funded by Montgomery County. The forecasting done for the CTCFMP showed lower ridership 
than most other corridors in the plan but implementation would likely be easier. 
 
MD 124 (Woodfield Road), Midcounty Highway to Airpark Drive (#11): The traffic volume on this road 
has been relatively flat over the past decade, but two County widening projects on Snouffer School 
Road, which intersects MD124 at about the midpoint of the subject project, are intended to 
accommodate future traffic growth associated with the development of the Multi-Agency Service Park 
and Public Service Training Academy and with private development. These developments would 
increase traffic on MD124. The Draft FY14-19 CTP added $1.9M in design funding for this project. 
 
MD 117 (Clopper Road), I-270 to Seneca Creek State Park (#13): This project was put on hold about a 
decade ago, during which time the traffic volume on this road has dropped about 9%. Rather than a 
general widening of the roadway, this project is a series of intersection improvements intended to 
address localized congestion problems. 
 
Development and Evaluation 
 
US 29 Bus Rapid Transit line, Burtonsville to White Oak (#1): This segment of the US29 corridor includes 
additional lanes for BRT but all of the necessary right-of-way exists so the duration of the planning phase 
should be fairly short. 
 
MD 355 Bus Rapid Transit line, Germantown to Bethesda (#2): This corridor has the highest forecast BRT 
ridership but there are many different right-of-way constraints that will take some time to resolve 
during planning. 
 
I-495 (Capital Beltway): extend HOV lane south of I-270 West Spur (#3): This project would address the 
high levels of congestion on I-270 and the Capital Beltway, including the American Legion Bridge, and 
facilitate transit service to Tysons Corner. 
 
MD 355 (MD 355)/Gude Drive: grade-separated interchange (#4): There is a high level of congestion at 
this intersection that would be alleviated by the construction of the master-planned interchange. 
Dedicated transit lanes on MD355 (Development and Evaluation priority #2) would need to be included 
in this study.  
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MD 115 (Midcounty Highway) Extended, ICC to Shady Grove Road (#5): This project would provide a 
direct connection to the ICC and would likely remove traffic from other area roads. This project was 
recommended by the Board to be included in the ICC project but SHA declined to do so. 
 
MD 119 (Great Seneca Highway)/Sam Eig Highway and Muddy Branch Road interchanges (#6): These 
interchanges would address existing congestion and serve future development in the Great Seneca 
Science Corridor. This area would also be served by the CCT Stage 1 (Construction priority #3) 
 
MD 650 (New Hampshire Avenue) Bus Rapid Transit line, White Oak to Eastern Avenue (#7): This 
corridor has high existing and forecast ridership. Implementation of dedicated lanes would support 
existing MetroExtra service, which is the precursor to BRT. 
 
Conclusion 
 
The recommended list of projects includes some significant roadway projects and studies that would 
provide additional traffic capacity and relieve congestion at some major intersections in addition to a 
significant number of transit projects and studies that would enable us to increase the person-
throughput – the ability to move more people – on our roads without greatly increasing the footprint of 
those roads. We recommend that the Board transmit this list of priorities to the County Executive and 
Council for their consideration in their update of the joint priorities letter.  
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