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Enclosure 1 
Elm Street Urban Park Coordination and Minimization and Mitigation Measures 
 
Coordination Activities 
 
Beginning in January 2012, MTA and M-NCPPC staff met on several occasions to discuss the 
proposed Purple Line and the potential impacts it would have on Elm Street Urban Park.  Specific 
meetings were held on January 25, 2012, May 16, 2012, November 21, 2012, February 1, 2013, and 
February 26, 2013.  In addition to discussing anticipated impacts, staff from MTA and M-NCPPC 
discussed ways to minimize and mitigate impacts to the Park.  The minimization and mitigation 
measures agreed upon at these agency coordination meetings are provided below.  At the time of the 
January 25, 2012 meeting, design refinements were still under investigation in the Bethesda area.  
These refinements were completed by the May 16, 2012 meeting, and at that meeting, the M-NCPPC 
determined that the proposed project would not adversely affect Elm Street Urban Park.  Additional 
coordination occurred throughout the Fall of 2013 and has resulted in the mitigation measures outlined 
below and verbal concurrence of FTA’s intent to make a temporary occupancy exemption 
determination.  MTA and FTA will continue to coordinate with M-NCPPC to develop the mitigation in 
more detail throughout the design and construction phases of the project.  
 
Mitigation and Minimization 
 
Two features of the Purple Line design alongside the park that would mitigate potential visual and 
noise effects and increase safety for park users.  A ventilation structure would be located between the 
park and the transitway, limiting views of the transitway and acting as a barrier for noise from the 
passing trains. The trail connection would climb on retained fill over the ventilation structure to a point 
where the connection crosses over the transitway.  The only access from the park would be via the trail 
connection, which would be fenced to provide safe passage over the transitway.   
 
MTA’s design of the ventilation structure, retaining wall, and proposed landscaping adjacent to Elm 
Street Urban Park, as well as the design of the trail connection, are being coordinated with both M‐
NCPPC – Department of Parks and Department of Planning to ensure interim functionality of the park 
as well as long-term compatibility with the planned upgrade to the park.   
 
Other mitigation measures include: 
 

 MTA will maintain access to the park during construction; 
 MTA will provide a functional interim condition for the park, reviewed and approved by M-

NCPPC, prior to its planned redevelopment; 
 MTA will design the proposed trail connection to the proposed Capital Crescent Trail to meet 

ADA requirements; 
 MTA will not construct stormwater management facilities within the boundaries of the Park; 
 Land disturbed during construction of the proposed project would be returned to 

preconstruction conditions or better; and 
 Land upon which a temporary construction easement is placed will be returned to M-NCPPC 

upon completion of the construction of the proposed trail connection. 
  _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Attachment A: Purple Line Project Alignment and Section 4(f) Resources Overview Map 
Attachment B: Detailed Map of Proposed Park Impacts 
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Enclosure 1 
Sligo Creek Stream Valley Park Coordination and Minimization and Mitigation Measures 
 
Coordination Activities 
 
Beginning in January 2012, MTA and M-NCPPC’s Montgomery County Department of Parks staff met 
several times to discuss the proposed Purple Line and the potential impacts it would have on the Sligo Creek 
Stream Valley Park.  Specific meeting dates were January 25, 2012, May 16, 2012, November 21, 2012, 
February 1, 2013, and February 26, 2013.  During those meetings, the potential use of portions of the park 
by the Purple Line was discussed.  At the May 16, 2012 meeting, M-NCPPC requested that additional 
information be provided regarding access roads and tree loss. In addition to discussing anticipated impacts, 
staff discussed avoidance measures and ways to minimize and mitigate impacts to the park.  The 
minimization and mitigation measures discussed at these meetings were intended to reduce the potential 
impacts to the park to the maximum extent practicable and provide replacement parkland. After the 
November 21, 2012 meeting, the M-NCPPC determined that the proposed project would not adversely 
affect the Sligo Creek Stream Valley Park.  Additional coordination occurred throughout the Fall of 2013 
and has resulted in the mitigation measures outlined below and verbal concurrence with the de minimis use 
finding.  MTA and FTA will continue to coordinate with M-NCPPC to develop the mitigation in more detail 
throughout the design and construction phases of the project. 
 
Mitigation and Minimization 
 
In coordination with M-NCPPC-Montgomery County Department of Parks, MTA has agreed to provide 
replacement parkland to mitigate the permanent use of land at Sligo Creek Stream Valley Park.  MTA will 
consolidate its mitigation for permanent use of parkland in Montgomery County at a single site adjacent to 
New Hampshire Estates Neighborhood Park. MTA will continue to coordinate with M-NCPPC-
Montgomery County Department of Parks regarding the design and implementation of this mitigation plan.  
 
MTA will minimize impacts on Sligo Creek Stream Valley Park by constructing retaining walls to limit the 
land area required for grading and vegetation removal, selectively clear trees in the work area to minimize 
tree loss, and stabilize temporarily disturbed stream banks.  Specifically, MTA will work with M-NCPPC-
Montgomery County Department of Parks as the project moves forward to identify significant or champion 
trees in the construction area. Trees to be preserved will be marked with protective fencing to avoid impacts 
or removal during construction.  In addition, MTA would build its construction access road to the south of 
Wayne Avenue on an existing Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission (WSSC) utility easement to 
minimize tree removal.  MTA will plant trees within Sligo Creek Stream Valley Park, where reasonable and 
feasible to mitigate tree loss that occurs as a result of the proposed project. MTA will replace guardrail, 
signs, and other existing structures on park land it disturbs with new structures designed to match the 
existing elements in the park.  
  
Upon completion of the Purple Line, approximately 0.04 acre of property currently owned by Montgomery 
County Department of Public Works abutting the park will be converted to green space.  
 
A work group will be formed between M-NCPPC and MTA to further study and recommend appropriate 
design and mitigation for the stream realignment at Sligo Creek with the goal of ensuring long-term stability 
and reducing stress on the stream.  The group will work together, hold field visits, and coordinate with the 
appropriate resource agencies to gain approval for the recommended improvements.  The work group will 
collect and assess data on the competing issues in the area including a downstream project by WSSC, 
specimen trees, existing utilities, floodplain connectivity, structural requirements for the new bridge, stream 
hydraulics, and existing habitat.  They will also consider the effects of widening the bridge to accommodate 
a wider Green Trail.  Finally, the work group will weigh the cost (impacts and financial) and benefits of the 
proposals and recommend specific mitigation.  The final recommended mitigation measure is contingent 



 
upon approval from the regulatory agencies.   
 
MTA is committed to designing an environmentally sensitive stream crossing when designing the Wayne 
Avenue bridge.  The bridge will be designed to provide the least amount of environmental impact and 
improve the hydraulics of Sligo Creek through the proposed project area.  Sligo Creek will be realigned as 
part of the bridge replacement.   
 
Other mitigation includes: 
 

  MTA will maintain access to recreational facilities, including the existing playground within 
Sligo Creek Stream Valley Park and Sligo Creek National Recreational Trail during 
construction. 

  Impacts to significant trees will be avoided within the park, where practicable. 
  MTA will design sidewalk improvements along Wayne Avenue to meet ADA requirements. 
  MTA will complete the design and construction of the proposed Green Trail, to be funded by 

Montgomery County Department of Public Works, and constructed in conjunction with the 
Purple Line. 

  MTA will restore the parking lot west of the stream to a condition equal to or better than the 
existing condition.   

________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Attachment A: Purple Line Project Alignment and Section 4(f) Resources Overview Map 
Attachment B: Detailed Park Impact Map 
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Enclosure 1 
Long Branch Stream Valley Park Coordination and Minimization and Mitigation Measures 
 
Coordination Activities 
 
Beginning in January 2012, MTA and M-NCPPC’s Montgomery County Department of Parks staff 
met several times to discuss the proposed Purple Line and the potential impacts it would have on 
the Long Branch Stream Valley Park.  Specific meeting dates were January 25, 2012, May 16, 
2012, November 21, 2012, February 1, 2013, and February 26, 2013.  In addition to discussing 
anticipated impacts, staff discussed avoidance measures and ways to minimize and mitigate 
impacts to the park.  The minimization and mitigation measures discussed at these meetings were 
intended to reduce the potential impacts to the park to the maximum extent practicable and provide 
replacement parkland. At the May 16, 2012 meeting, the M-NCPPC concurred that the proposed 
project would not adversely affect the Long Branch Stream Valley Park.  Additional coordination 
occurred throughout the Fall of 2013 and has resulted in the mitigation measures outlined below 
and verbal concurrence with the de minimis use finding.  MTA and FTA will continue to 
coordinate with M-NCPPC to develop the mitigation in more detail throughout the design and 
construction phases of the project. 
 
Mitigation and Minimization 
 
In coordination with M-NCPPC-Montgomery County Department of Parks, MTA has agreed to 
provide replacement parkland to mitigate the permanent use of land at the Long Branch Stream 
Valley Park.  MTA will consolidate its mitigation for permanent use of parkland in Montgomery 
County at a single site adjacent to New Hampshire Estates Neighborhood Park. MTA will continue 
to coordinate with M-NCPPC-Montgomery County Department of Parks regarding the design and 
implementation of this mitigation plan.   
 
A work group will be formed between M-NCPPC and MTA to further study and recommend 
appropriate design and mitigation at Long Branch with the goal of enhancing long-term stream 
stability and improving the health of the resource.  The group will work together, hold field visits, 
and coordinate with the appropriate resource agencies to gain approval for the recommended 
improvements.  The work group will collect and assess data on the health of downstream resources 
and the presence of fish and other species.  While an existing gravity sewer line under the existing 
culvert limits the ability to lower the culvert, the work group will study the viability of raising the 
stream to facilitate fish passage.  They will also review the capacity of the planned conveyance and 
study appropriate stream improvements upstream and downstream of the road crossing. Finally, the 
work group will weigh the cost (impacts and financial) and benefits of the proposals and 
recommend specific mitigation.  The final recommended mitigation measure is contingent upon 
approval from the regulatory agencies.   
 
MTA is committed to designing an environmentally sensitive stream crossing with the goal of 
maximizing capacity and reducing stream velocity.   Early in the coordination process, M-NCPPC 
stated that there are issues within Long Branch Stream Valley Park with invasive plant species.  
Invasive species will be removed in the immediate project area and a management plan will be 
developed for review by M-NCPPC.  Areas that are cleared as a result of invasive species removal 
would be replanted with native vegetation.   
 



 
Other mitigation includes: 
 

  MTA will maintain access to Long Branch Trail during construction. 
  Impacts to significant trees will be avoided within the park, where reasonably feasible. 
  MTA will design sidewalk improvements along Piney Branch Road to meet ADA 

requirements.  The headwalls and wingwalls associated with the proposed culvert 
extension and new pipe would be raised to accommodate future sidewalk widening to 
10 feet without impacting the need for additional culvert extension. 

  If specific work activities in Long Branch Stream Valley Park necessitate work or access 
through Long Branch Local Park, MTA will avoid affecting park access and parking 
within Long Branch Local Park during construction within Long Branch Stream Valley 
Park during June and July to minimize operational impacts to Long Branch Community 
Center. 

 
___________________________________________________________ 
 
Attachment A: Purple Line Project Alignment and Section 4(f) Resources Overview Map 
Attachment B: Detailed Park Impact Map 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ATTACHMENT A 

 



GARLAND AVE

PINEY BRANCH RD

PINEY BRANCH RD

Long Branch
Local Park

Long Branch
Stream Valley Park

Long Branch Trail

Extension of 
Existing Culvert

Long Branch Stream Valley Park

Woo d side/
16th  S tre et

Dale D rive
Lo ng

Bran ch

Ma nch es ter
Plac e

Pin ey
Bran ch

Roa d

Tako ma/La ng le y
Tran si t C ente r

Si lver
Sp ring
Libr ary

Si lver
Sp ring
Tran si t
Cen ter

Montgome ry  C ounty

Wa sh i ng ton  D.C .

Mon
tgo

me r
y  C

ou
nty

Pr
inc

e G
eo

rg
e 's

 C
ou

nty

Index Map

.

Construction Impact, 0.36 acres
Permanent Park Use, 0.11 acres
Existing Culvert Extension
Proposed Sidewalk

Limits of Disturbance
Preferred Alternative -
Transitway
Existing Trail
Parkland

0 50 100 15025 Feet .
Source: Maryland-National Capital Park and
Planning Commission, Montgomery County
Department of Parks, Maryland Transit
Administration

ATTACHMENT B





       12/17/2013

evette.cordell
Stamp



 
 
 
Enclosure 1 
New Hampshire Estates Neighborhood Park Coordination and Minimization and Mitigation 
Measures 
 
Coordination Activities 
 
Beginning in January 2012, MTA and M-NCPPC’s Montgomery County Department of Parks staff met 
several times to discuss the proposed Purple Line and the potential impacts it would have on the New 
Hampshire Estates Neighborhood Park.  Specific meeting dates were January 25, 2012, May 16, 2012, 
November 21, 2012, February 1, 2013, and February 26, 2013.  In addition to discussing anticipated 
impacts, staff discussed avoidance measures and ways to minimize and mitigate impacts to the Park.  The 
minimization and mitigation measures discussed at these meetings were intended to reduce the potential 
impacts to the park to the maximum extent practicable and provide replacement parkland. The minimization 
and mitigation measures agreed upon at these agency coordination meetings are provided below. At the 
February 1, 2013 meeting, the M-NCPPC determined that the proposed project would not adversely affect 
the New Hampshire Estates Neighborhood Park.  Additional coordination occurred throughout the Fall of 
2013 and has resulted in the mitigation measures outlined below and verbal concurrence with FTA’s intent 
to make a de minimis use finding.  MTA and FTA will continue to coordinate with M-NCPPC to develop 
the mitigation in more detail throughout the design and construction phases of the project. 
 
Mitigation and Minimization 
 
To minimize impacts, MTA would eliminate the space between the expanded roadway curb and sidewalk 
and implement a closed drainage system.  In addition, MTA would address a drainage issue on the eastern 
edge of the park by upgrading an existing stormwater culvert and grading the associated stream for a short 
distance.  New guardrails, signs, railings or other structures on University Boulevard within or adjacent to 
the park would match existing park elements, as reasonably feasible. 
 
In coordination with M-NCPPC-Montgomery County Department of Parks, MTA has agreed to provide 
replacement parkland to mitigate the permanent use of land at the New Hampshire Estates Neighborhood 
Park.  MTA will consolidate its mitigation for permanent use of parkland in Montgomery County at a single 
site adjacent to the New Hampshire Estates Neighborhood Park. M-NCPPC-Montgomery County 
Department of Parks would accommodate the replacement land in their future redevelopment plan for the 
park.  MTA will continue to coordinate with M-NCPPC-Montgomery County Department of Parks 
regarding the design and implementation of this mitigation plan and effects on park amenities.  
 
Additional mitigation includes: 
 

  MTA will maintain access to the park during construction including temporary parking and 
access, as appropriate. 

  MTA will provide a functional interim condition, for review and approval of M-NCPPC-
Montgomery County Department of Parks, for the park prior to its planned redevelopment. 

  MTA will design sidewalk improvements along University Boulevard to meet ADA 
requirements. 

  MTA will not construct stormwater management facilities within the boundaries of the Park 
(beyond the retrofit of the existing drainage ditch). 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Attachment A: Purple Line Project Alignment and Section 4(f) Resources Overview Map 
Attachment B: Detailed Park Impact Map 
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