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“It is difficult to design a space that will not attract people. What is remarkable 
is how often this has been accomplished.”

-William Whyte



create a great place

To rebrand, remerchandise, and reimagine 
The Collection at Chevy Chase in order to 
better address the community’s needs and 

preferences, and create a more vibrant, 
inviting, and appealing shopping and dining 

destination. 

VISION
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THE COLLECTION FACES COMPETITION FROM THESE 
FASHION & DINING DESTINATIONS IN THE DC AREA AND 
NEEDS TO BE UNIQUE AND MEMORABLE
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The analysis identifies where the gap exists in the 
market and how the Collection can fill that gap.  The 
Collection will create an environment that attracts 
people and encourages community engagement.  It 
will be unique in the marketplace – aspirational yet 
accessible, with offerings you can’t find anywhere 
else in DC. This is the place to be.

THE COLLECTION

BRAND POSITIONING

BRAND OPPORTUNITY

VALUE PROPOSITION
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SITE ANALYSIS ROADS

LEGEND

POTENTIAL 
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RETAIL PROMENADE

WISCONSIN AVE.
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RECOMMENDATIONS
Enhance views through the plaza to parking (and from parking to the street).  
 
Improve circulation with two-way traffic throughout the parking.

Reconfiguration to ease potential conflicts due to two-way traffic.

Reconfiguration to reduce the width of the driveway to allow wider sidewalk and valet.

Soften plazas with landscaping and addition of human-scale elements.

Activate plazas with outdoor dining areas in more visible locations.

1

2
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6

CONSIDERATIONS
Explore alternate parking management options to reduce the need for vehicular stacking at driveways. A

1
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FRIENDSHIP 
HEIGHTS 
METRO



RECOMMENDATIONS
Add variety by introducing tenant-driven signage and storefront interventions along 
Wisconsin Circle. Break up the uniformity of the existing storefronts along Wisconsin 
Circle.

Remove glass awnings. Any new awnings should be made of softer, more lightweight 
materials such as fabric.

Add warm, natural materials to storefronts such as wood, metal and brick.  

1

2

3

Existing retail along Wisconsin Circle predominantly features aluminum storefront, glass 
awnings and uniform metal blade signage. The overall recommendation for storefronts along 
Wisconsin Circle is for tenant driven replacement of each storefront for more variety and 
texture at the pedestrian scale.  

1

3

3

2

VIEW FROM WISCONSIN CIRCLE, LOOKING EAST

RETAIL OVERVIEW

STOREFRONT ANALYSIS
EXISTING CONDITIONS RECOMMENDATIONS
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EXISTING CONDITIONS

RECOMMENDATIONS
Treat each cluster of seating/bench arrangements as a special ‘room’.  Differentiate each 
room with its own character and incorporate corresponding set of individual and group 
seating, paving patterns and planters. Avoid repeating furniture types in each cluster.

Soften the storefront zone with fabric awnings and natural materials at the pedestrian 
scale. 

Add a deeper strip of paving along the storefront zone with more distinctive patterns and 
textures. Differentiate paving at store entrance vestibules with 
unique paving.

Add more distinctive tile or brick to the storefront elevation at the baseline beneath 
storefront openings or along entrance columns.    

The addition of parallel parking along Wisconsin Avenue provides opportunities for 
curbside dining between each seating cluster.

   VIEW FROM SIDEWALK ALONG WISCONSIN AVENUE 
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CONSIDERATIONS

1
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RECOMMENDATIONS

STREETSCAPE ANALYSIS
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Emphasize access and views by removing wall.

Incorporate iconic sign as a gateway feature.

Remove art to expand useable plaza area and incorporate greater seating 
options, increased landscaping areas, and improve access. 

Provide a greater diversity of paving materials, patterns, and/or colors.

Provide a memorable water feature to attact people and mitigate vehicular sound.

1

2

  VIEW OF PLAZA PLAZA FROM FRIENDSHIP HEIGHTS METRO STATION    

1

2

RECOMMENDATIONS

JOHNSTON PARK PLAZA

  VIEW OF PLAZA FROM CYDE’S ROOTOP    

EXISTING CONDITIONS RECOMMENDATIONS
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  VIEW FROM PLAZA TOWARDS WISCONSIN AVENUE

  VIEW OF PLAZA

Emphasize access between parking area and Wisconsin Ave by removing the rear 
plaza wall and converting to a low seat wall or fountain.

Incorporate more plantings/green areas and well-defined seating and dining zones.

Add pergolas,overhead shade devices and screen walls to add texture and 
introduce human-scaled elements to the plaza.

Punch through display boxes to introduce windows at the facade.

1
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4

22
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EXISTING CONDITIONS

RECOMMENDATIONS

RECOMMENDATION
FARR PARK

  VIEW OF PLAZA FROM WISCONSIN AVENUE

1

7

Remove art to expand useable plaza area and incorporate greater seating 
options, larger landscaping areas, and improve access. 

Provide a greater diversity of paving materials, patterns, and/or colors.

Incorporate distinctive signage at the plaza with a cohesive identity to unify 
the shops along Wisconsin Circle, Wisconsin Avenue and the parking area.

5

6

  VIEW OF PLAZA FROM WISCONSIN AVENUE
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Comfortably chic and uniquely appointed, The 
Collection is high-fashion yet warm-natured, 
exclusive but never exclusionary.

Smart but not showy, The Collection brand 
feels bespoke at every touchpoint, creating a 
sense of ownership.

The Collection brand is fashion forward but 
defies trends - this is a legacy property with 
enduring appeal.

TEXTURED TAILORED TIMELESS

DESIRED CHARACTER

PAGE 11



ARTWORK LOCATION MAP 

W
ESTERN

 AVE. N
W

WISCONSIN AVE.

M
O

N
TG

O
M

ER
Y ST.

CLYDE’S

GIANT

FARR PARK JOHNSTON 
PARK PL AZA

POD
KEY

AGAINST THE DAY

W
IS

CONSIN
 CIR.

PARK/PL AZA

FRIENDSHIP 
HEIGHTS 

METRO

PAGE 12



Artist: Richard Deutsch

Location: Farr Park, Chevy Chase, MD

Date: 2007

Medium: White granite and bronze panels

Condition: Excellent 

Dimensions: 4’6” x 17’x 17’.

Pod

Artist: Richard Deutsch

Location: Johnston Park Plaza, Chevy Chase, MD

Date: 2007

Medium: Black, White and Red granite

Condition: Excellent 

Dimensions: site specific work occupies 9,000 square feet.

Signature: Artist’s certificate

Fountain not part of artwork

COMMISSION VALUE: $500,000 
APPRAISED VALUE: $ 625,000

Against the Day

  VIEW OF PLAZA FROM WISCONSIN AVENUE  ▲

  VIEW OF PLAZA FROM CYDE’S ROOTOP    ▼    

Signature: Artist’s certificate

Fountain not part of artwork

COMMISSION VALUE: $250,000 
APPRAISED VALUE: $ 300,000

ARTWORK 
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BRONZE OAK LEAVES

KEY

GRANITE SEED PODS

  BRONZE OAK LEAVES   GRANITE SEED PODS

  GRANITE SEED PODS + BRONZE OAK LEAVES  FARR PARK: POD

  LOCATION MAP

POD: EXISTING
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AGAINST THE DAY: EXISTING

GRANITE STONES

KEY

 GRANITE STONES   GRANITE BENCHES

  GRANITE STONES  JOHNSTON PARK PLAZA: AGAINST THE DAY
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“The goal of the optional method is to create 
a more attractive urban environment through 
a package of public amenities designed to 
support increased density. Along with public 
art, qualifying amenities include increased open  
space, affordable housing, and environmental 

elements.”  

PUBLIC AMENITY

(Montgomery County Public Art Guidelines, p.6)
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• Safe and comfortable pedestrian access
• 2-way internal retail promenade - shared street
• On-street parking, new crosswalks
• New roundabout entrance

• Warmer materials, special paving, greener spaces, inviting 
and comfortable seating options

• Increase intimate and communal areas
• Increase outdoor restaurant dining areas
• Dramatic lighting effects 
• Encourage sociability and sense of community 
• New tiered plaza as a hub for events

• Diversified tenant mix
• Curated storefronts
• Individualized signage
• Enhanced braniding and wayfinding

WELCOMING + SAFE ACCESS  + CIRCULATION

MEMORABLE + ICONIC PUBLIC SPACES

UNIQUE FAÇADES/SIGNAGE/WAYFINDING

GUIDING PRINCIPLES
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INSPIRATION
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EVENT
PLAZA

UPPER PLAZA
 + 

TERRACED LAWN

DINING
PLAZA

STREET IMPROVEMENT
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IMPROVED RETAIL PROMENADE

CLYDE’S

GIANT

STREET IMPROVEMENT

WAYFINDING SIGNAGE

IMPROVED PROMENADE

ENHANCED/NEW OPEN SPACE 

NEW PROMENADE

PROJECT SIGNAGE

WATER FEATURE
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ENVIRONMENTAL SITE DESIGN
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SITE AMENITIES LEGEND

Proposed Gateway Roundabout & 
Iconic Signage

Proposed Pedestrian-Oriented 
Street with Parallel Parking

Dining Plaza

Potential Flexible Use Structure 
(Temporary)

Tiered Plaza

Performance Plaza with 
Decorative Paving

Narrowed Arrival Street

Gateway Plaza with Fountain 
Feature & Terraced Seating

Refreshed Streetscape Treatments

Existing Surface Parking

Existing Parking Garage

Giant Store Loading/Drop-Off to 
Remain

Existing Park/Community 
Walkway

Friendship Heights Metro Station

Service Ramp

Central Plaza Space (can be closed 
to vehicular traffic)

Improved Parking Lot

Existing Service Area

Bike Share

Ticket Dispenser Location
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SITE PLAN
A
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APPROX. CONSTRUCTION COSTS

C

B A

JOHNSTON PARK PLAZA: ± $1.5 MILLION

FARR PARK:     ± $900,000

TIERED PLAZA:    ± $1.5 MILLION
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STREETSCAPE

Wisconsin Circle Streetscape - Existing

The existing Wisconsin Circle retail promenade is in 
excellent condition, with brick pavers and lush landscape.  
Existing benches, pots and other site amenities clutter the 
streetscape and don’t focus attention on the storefronts.

Wisconsin Circle Streetscape - Proposed

Smaller seating nooks will be replaced with larger 
wood plinth benches, which will accentuate the existing 
landscape areas and shade trees.  Oriented towards the 
storefront and seating areas, these benches will create 
attractive spaces for sitting.  Pots and other furnishings 
will be simplified in form and color, creating a cohesive 
environment.

J J’

Retail 
Promenade

Existing 
Planting

Retail/F&B Wisconsin Circle 
Travel Lanes

Existing 
Median

Wisconsin Circle 
Travel Lanes

Sidewalk

Existing 
Office 

Building

J
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WISCONSIN CIRCLE
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A

A

D

D

SITE AMENITIES LEGEND

A

B

C

D

Existing Paving/Hardscape
Proposed Monumental Wood Benches, 
with Conversation Nooks
Branding/Signage
Monumental Wood Plinth Benches
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SITE AMENITIES LEGEND

A
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D

I I’
Retail 

Promenade

Existing 
Planting with 

Proposed 
Seating

Retail/F&B Wisconsin 
Avenue

I

I’

Wisconsin Avenue Streetscape - Existing

The existing Wisconsin Street retail promenade is in excellent 
condition, with brick pavers, stone accents and lush landscape.  
Existing benches, pots and other site amenities clutter the 
streetscape and don’t focus attention on the storefronts.

Wisconsin Avenue Streetscape - Proposed

Smaller seating nooks will be replaced with larger wood plinth 
benches, which will accentuate the existing landscape areas and 
shade trees.  Oriented towards the storefront and seating areas, 
these benches will create attractive spaces for sitting.  Pots and 
other furnishings will be simplified in form and color, creating a 
cohesive environment.

WISCONSIN AVENUE

A
A

B B B

Existing Paving/Hardscape
Proposed Monumental Wood Benches, 
with Conversation Nooks
Branding/Signage
Monumental Wood Plinth Benches

STREETSCAPE

C

C
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RETAIL PROMENADE

SITE AMENITIES LEGEND

A

B
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Tie-in to Existing Paving/Hardscape
Enhanced paving material to announce a 
pedestrian zone - curbless in specific areas
Parking
New/Expanded sidewalk

  PROPOSED SHARED STREET A

  EXISTING INTERIOR STREET   PRECEDENT IMAGE

  PRECEDENT IMAGE
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JOHNSTON PARK PLAZA

WISCONSIN AVENUE

SITE AMENITIES LEGEND

Signature Water Wall with 
Iconic Project Signage

Staircase to Upper Plaza

Upper Plaza

Raised Planter

Moveable Seating/Shade 
Canopies

Expanded/Reshaped Clyde’s 
Dining Terrace

Stepped Landscape Terraces

Potential Outdoor Dining

Secondary Site Signage

Updated Streetscape - 
New landscaping,  signage, 
furnishings, etc.
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  VIEW 2
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STONE ACCENT WALL WALLS/TERRACES

SIGNAGE SITE WALL

WATER WALL

JOHNSTON PARK PLAZA

PAVING
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Appropriate Vegetative Screening

The existing evergreen tree screen will be replaced with 
more delicate and architectural columnar decidous trees

1 2 Upper Plaza & Seating

The upper plaza will feature sculptural seating elements, which will be designed to attract users for lingering 
and relaxation.  This will animate the primary gateway to the site.  Lighting, color and materials all can be used 
to create an elegant, artistic statement.

A

Upper 
Fountain

Fountain 
Basin

1

2

Clyde’s Restaurant SidewalkRaised Planter Upper Plaza with Sculptural Seating & 
Shade Canopies

A’

“The Collection” 
iconic Signage 
Installation

Potential Green Wall 
and Project Signage 

Opportunity

3

Potential Steps/
Transition of 

Grade

Wisconsin Circle

4

A

A’

JOHNSTON PARK PLAZA

iconic Signage + Memorable Water Wall

A modern, simple fountain will animate the corner at Wisconsin Avenue and Wisconsin Circle.  Signage letters will “float” within the upper fountain basin, which will cascade into the 
lower pool below.  Simple stone work will allow this feature to function as a sculptural wall in colder months when the fountain is turned off.

3

 SECTION KEY
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Terraced Lawn

These stepped walls will create areas for informal gatherings and events, while opening up the corner as the site’s primary 
gateway.  This area will be a popular spot for hanging out, eating lunch or listening to an informal concert.

6

Proposed Outdoor 
Seating

Upper Plaza with Sculptural Seating & 
Shade Canopies

Clyde’s Restaurant

5

2 6

B’

Terraced Lawn Sidewalk Potential Steps/
Transition of Grade

Taxi Stand/
Parking

Wisconsin Circle

B

Proposed Shade 
Tree and Raised 
Planter

4

B

B’

JOHNSTON PARK PLAZA

 SECTION KEY

4 Shade Structures

Artistic shade structures can be incorporated into the plaza during summer months, providing much needed shade during hot weather.  
Seating elements can be arranged underneath, creating gathering spots for patrons.

Private Dining

Outdoor dining to offer a sense of time, place, and wonder.  This will give the upper plaza 
energy and provide the community with an outdoor dining experience.

5
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JOHNSTON PARK PLAZA
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SITE AMENITIES LEGEND

Updated Wisconsin Street 
Streetscape - New signage, 
furnishings, etc.

Outdoor Dining

Monumental Wood Bench

Moveable Seating

Wood Deck Lounge

Scultptural Fountain 
Feature/”Source”

Artistic Scrim Fountain or Custom 
Linear Metal Grate Feature

Artistic Fountain 
Feature/”Terminus”

Multi Flexible-Use Structure

Proposed Parallel Parking 
(handicap spaces as marked)

Parking Garage Access

Staircase from Parking Deck 
(existing)

Elevator (existing)
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  VIEW 3
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DINING TERRACES

PLAZA SPACES

WOOD DECK

FARR PARK

CREATIVE OVERHEAD LIGHTING
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E

Outdoor Dining Plaza Informal 
Seating Area

Food & Beverage/
Retail 

Outdoor Dining

Areas of outdoor dining will relate to the proposed food and beverage uses located 
on each side of the plaza.  Seating will be situated to add activity at the gateways 
on each end of the plaza, enhancing the proposed environment.

1 2 Monumental Wood Bench

This oversized feature will delineate the outdoor dining area, while creating a bold 
focal point for sitting and gathering within the plaza.  Situated under the shade 
trees, the bench will be a popular spot for mingling and enjoying the potential 
fountain feature.  The natural wood will warm the character of the space. 

1

2

Food & Beverage/
Retail 

Outdoor DiningMonumental 
Wood Bench 

Feature

Plaza

E’
Scrim Fountain 
or Light Feature

Planter

1

Wood Deck Lounge

This inviting feature will function as an outdoor living room, with comfortable 
seating and other features situated upon a raised wooden deck.  A sculptural 
shade tree will create a strong focal point, while the terraced fountain/art piece 
will mark the source for the proposed fountain/light feature.

3

4

5

3

E’E

Artistic Scrim Fountain (or Light Feature)

The linear scrim fountain will create a visual and physical linkage between Wisconsin 
Avenue and the wood deck lounge, drawing people into the space. The fountain’s 
simplistic design will be accentuated by lighting and decorative grates to emphasize 
its place in the plaza.  With seating along its edges, the fountain will be an elegant 
focal point within the dining plaza.

5

F’

F

FARR PARK

 SECTION KEY
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Wood Deck 
Lounge

Sculptural Fountain/ Artistic 
Light Feature “Terminus”

Existing 
Streetscape

Existing 
Landscape

Dining Plaza with moveable seating and new shade trees.

Flexible Multi-Use Shed / Backdrop Wall

The proposed retail kiosk will anchor the end of the dining plaza, creating a focal point that will draw users in off of Wisconsin Avenue. Its location along the parking 
garage will also make it an animated gateway to the new retail environment for users arriving from the garage.

5

Sidewalk
Wisconsin 

Avenue

3

6

1

7

Scultpural Fountains

Two sculptural fountains will be used toward the front and rear of the plaza to create a water 
“source” and “terminus” dialogue that are tied together with either a scrim fountain or linear 
underlit custom grate.

Informal Seating

Informal and moveable seating will be situated amongst the shade trees and along 
the linear fountain.  Having flexible seating arrangements will encourage people to 
spend more time in the plaza.

7

F’
Waterfall/Fountain 
“Source” Feature

Proposed
Sculptural 
Shade Tree

Proposed
Shade Trees

Existing
Shade Tree

0’ 5’ 10’ 20’

Scale: 1’’ = 10’-0’’

F

FARR PARK

6

6
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FARR PARK
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TIERED PLAZA

SITE AMENITIES LEGEND

Potential Moveable Seating Area

Staircase Connection from Garage 
Upper Level to Street Below

Upper Plaza with Informal Seating

Raised Planters with Shade Trees 
and Seating (Typ. of 5)

Lawn Terraces

Performance/Plaza Area
with Decorative Paving

Potential Outdoor Dining

Retail Promenade

Informal Plaza area with Sculptural 
Seating Elements

Potential Movie/Art Projection 
Screen

Connection to Gateway Plaza
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  VIEW 4
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STEPPED GARDENS WALLS/TERRACES

STAIRS RAMPHILL/MOUND

TIERED PLAZA
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D

D’

Upper Plaza Street Tree & 
Landscape

Plaza/Retail Promenade with Sculptural 
Seating Elements

Event Plaza

Upper Plaza + Terraced Lawn

The proposed tiered plaza takes advantage of existing grades, creating a stronger connection between the parking garage and proposed street below.  The proposed seat walls 
frame the lower plaza area, offering views to potential events and activities.  Elegant night lighting will transform the terraces into a dynamic focal point that will attract people to 
mingle in the space in the evening.

3

2

Proposed Raised 
Planter with Shade 

Tree

Terraced Lawn Proposed 
Street

Potential Movie/
Art Projection 
Screen

1

Flexible Performance Space + Decorative Paving

This feature will attract families and will create a visual focal point for the tiered plaza and adjacent restaurant uses.  Decorative paving will be used to identify the space as a 
pedestrian zone and to add an artistic quality to the space.  This space is intended to be flexible to encourage programmed and non-programmed use.  It is also an area where 
holiday pop-up’s, food trucks, farmer’s markets, community events, and performances could occur.   

2

Proposed Raised 
Planter with 
Shade Tree

Existing Upper 
Walkway

TIERED PLAZA D

D’
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TIERED PLAZA
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REGULAR EVENTS
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  SUMMER MOVIE / 
  CONCERT SERIES

SEASONAL EVENTS

  SPRING FESTIVAL

  FALL FESTIVAL   WINTER VILLAGE
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THANK
YOU!

MITI FIGUEREDO
VICE PRESIDENT

M: 301.655.4694   |   T: 301.654.2690
5471 WISCONSIN AVENUE, STE. 320

 CHEVY CHASE, MD 20815
MTF@CCLANDCO.COM



301-495-4573 (office), 301-495-1306 (fax) 
molline.jackson@MontgomeryPlanning.org 
www.montgomeryplanning.org        1 | P a g e  
 

MONTGOMERY  COUNTY  PLANNING  DEPARTMENT 

THE MARYLAND NATIONAL CAPITAL PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION  

 
FROM:  Molline Jackson,  

Art Review Panel Coordinator 
 

PROJECT: The Chevy Chase Center Collection   
  SITE PLAN No. 82001013C & 82001021E 
 
DATE:  July 27, 2016 

 
The Art Review Panel has generated the following meeting minutes based on our discussion of the design 
concept for the public amenities on July 20, 2016 for the Chevy Chase Center Collection (two Site Plan 
Applications). The Panel’s recommendations should be incorporated into the Staff Report and strongly 
considered prior to the certification of the Site Plan and/or prior to the release of the first building 
permit. Should you have any additional questions and/or comments please feel to contact the Art Review 
Panel Coordinator. 
  
 

Attendance:  
Stephanie Dickel (Lead Plan Reviewer) 
Molline Jackson (Public Art Coordinator) 
Christopher Anderson (Panelist) 
Claudia Rousseau (Panelist) 
Damon Orobona (Panelist) 
Germano Gomez (Panelist) 
Judy Sutton-Moore (Panelist) 
Mark Kramer (Panelist) 
Ralph Bennett (Panelist) 
Miti Figueredo (Applicant) 
Steven Robins (Attorney) 
Luis Gonzalez (Landscape Architect) 
Josh Sloan (Civil Engineer) 
 
Meeting Notes: 

 The Applicant filed two Site Plan amendments in order to improve the streetscape design and 
renovate the public use spaces. The amount of public space is consistent with the previous 
approvals (CBD Zone = 22%; TS-M Zone 13%). Figure 1 below highlights the CBD and TS-M zones.  
 

 There is no increase to the amount of public use space or density.   
 

 The proposed density for both Site Plans is approximately 412,000 square feet. 
 

mailto:molline.jackson@MontgomeryPlanning.org
http://www.montgomeryplanning.org/
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Figure 1: Subject Property (above) 

 The Applicant is transforming the streetscape and public use spaces along Wisconsin Avenue 
and in order to be more inviting to pedestrians or cars passing by along Wisconsin Avenue, 
Wisconsin Circle, or Western Avenue.  
 

 The public use spaces (3 different spaces) are being rebranded and re-energized.  
 

 In an effort to respond to the community concerns and existing retail tenants, the Applicant is 
proposing to create gathering spaces that allow pedestrians to have a unique experience and 
spend a substantial amount of time (i.e. more useable spaces). The public use space should 
become a more attractive public amenity.  

 

 As a whole, the subject property is over parked (approximately 70 spaces) within walking 
distance from the Friendship Heights Metro Station. Therefore, the total number of parking 
spaces will be reconsidered in accordance with the new parking standards under the new Zoning 
Ordinance. The modifications to the parking facilities will not drastically or negatively impact the 
circulation on-site.   

 

 Renovations to the three main gathering spaces will total approximately $15 million.  
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  Figure 2: Johnson Park Renovated (above) 

 Johnson Park: As indicated in Figure 2 above, the water wall will help to neutralize 
the sound from the bus terminals. The curved wall sweeps the pedestrian into the 
space and is more welcoming. The additional dining and communal seating areas 
allow the pedestrian to dwell longer in the space and invite other pedestrians to use 
the space. This space is designed to be a destination for commuters from the Metro 
and also to create a strong sense of arrival. Shade is also critically important to this 
space, as during the hottest days this space benefits from direct southern exposure. 
The shade structures could be treated as artistic elements within the space.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 4: Farr Park Renovated (above) 

 Farr Park: designed to be a more intimate space, mainly because of its location 
between two retail buildings. By opening the space up on both ends to the street 
edge the space becomes more accessible (two entry points). By changing the 
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structural and pavement materials and softening the hard edges with landscaping, 
the space will become more comfortable and warm. The lighting and fountain 
elements could be treated as artistic elements within the space.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Figure 5: Tiered Plaza (above)  

 Tired Plaza: designed to be more playful and appealing to the local community. This 
space is mainly intended to accommodate community events/ activities during the 
weekday or weekends. The curbless entry and overlapping pavement materials/ 
textures make this space different from the other two spaces and clearly gives 
priority to pedestrians. The terraced lawn could accommodate a multitude of uses 
and activities (e.g. relaxing, performances, seating, children’s play, etc.).    

 

 The Applicant is proposing to deaccession the existing public artworks (2) within Johnson Park 
and Farr Park. “Against the Day” and “Pod” were both created by Richard Deutsch in 2006.  
 

 The Applicant is still currently negotiating a possible donation or exchange of the artworks with 
a potential buyer/owner. The details of this transaction will be provided at a later date, once the 
Applicant has identified and confirmed a new owner.  

 

Panel Recommendations/Conditions of Approval: 

1. The Panel strongly supports the renovations to the Collection; especially the public use spaces; 
however, does not fully understand the “artistic” elements within all three public spaces. The 
Applicant should strongly consider hiring a professional public artist to offer a different 
perspective as well as propose artistic enhancements to some of the functional elements 
already included in the renovation plans.  
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2. The Panel recommends that public art be interwoven into the context of the proposed design by 

a public art professional; that is, an artist, not a designer. The panel feels strongly that its role is 
to review public art. While it opines on the quality of the settings for such art, and while the 
elements of such settings may be public amenities, they are not necessarily the equivalent of, or 
a substitute for public art required under the optional method and approved for this particular 
project. 

 
3. In accordance with previous approvals (Finding 12, page 19; Part II (2), page 27; Public Use 

Space, page 42 of the approved resolution), public art is an important public amenity that was 
used to establish the place and draw attention to specific points on-site (e.g. focal points and 
way-finding features). The professional artist would work closely with the Landscape Architect 
to specifically focus on functional elements already proposed within the public use spaces, in 
order to add more value (unique aesthetics) to the overall experience. By focusing on functional 
elements (e.g. seating, lighting, tree grates, water features, retaining walls, etc.), the 
construction schedule should not be significantly delayed. The artistic items could thoughtfully 
follow the same installation schedule.  

 
4. In the initial stages of development and so as not to delay the renovations to the public use 

spaces, a general note will be included on the Certified Site Plan indicating which functional site 
elements will be evaluated by the public artist.  
 

5. With regards to future installations of artistic functional elements the Certified Site Plan will be 
amended to reflect specific site details. The site details will include the overall dimensions, 
prescribed materials, necessary lighting fixtures, footers, and fasteners to ensure adequate 
safety and proper inspection of the artworks by the Arts and Humanities Council of Montgomery 
County (“AHCMC”) and Montgomery County Department of Permitting Services (“DPS”). The 
Panel recommends that the site details of the artwork be drawn by a certified professional. 
 

6. Signage of the newly installed artworks should be clearly visible, specifically identifying the title 
of the piece, artist name, materials, completion date, and overall dimensions.  
 

7. Prior to final inspection of the public artwork(s), the Applicant must submit to the Public Art 
Coordinator with the Maryland – National Capital Park and Planning Commission at least three 
images of the artwork(s) on-site and information regarding the 1) associated project number, 2) 
title of the piece, 3) date of completion, 4) description of materials used, and 5) address. This 
information will be added to the existing inventory of the public artworks throughout the 
County (http://www.mcatlas.org/art/). 

 
8. In accordance with the Public Art Guidelines (page 22), the Panel recommends approval of the 

deaccessioning of “Against the Day” and “Pod” on the condition that detailed notification be 
given to the Artist (Richard Deutsch), the Planning Department, and the Public Art Coordinator 
with regards to the new owner (if transferred) and the final location of the existing artwork.   
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August 4, 2016 
 
Casey Anderson, Chair 
Montgomery County Planning Board 
8787 Georgia Avenue 
Silver Spring, MD 20910 
 
    Re: The Collection/Chevy Chase Center 

Limited Site Plan Amendment 
Site Plan Nos. 82001021E and 82001013C 

 
Dear Mr. Anderson: 
 
 This letter is submitted to state the position adopted by the Chevy Chase Village Board of 
Managers on August 1, 2016, with respect to the above-referenced Limited Site Plan 
Amendment (“Amendment”). The Amendment applies to two developments, the Collection and 
Chevy Chase Center, that border Chevy Chase Village. The approved site plans for the 
developments are of great interest to the Village and its residents. As a result, the Village has 
actively participated in the amendment application review process, extensively discussed the 
proposed changes with Chevy Chase Land Company and M-NCPPC staff, and has held public 
meetings and disseminated a questionnaire to receive the views of its residents. This letter 
reflects the result of these efforts. The Board appreciates the willingness of the owner and M-
NCPPC staff to communicate with the Village on this important matter.  
 
 The original proposal included the following requests for amendment to the site plans:  
 

1. Outdoor Restaurant Seating - ability to convert approximately 7,000 square feet of public 
use space and previous vehicular and parking area into private outdoor seating for a 
restaurant; 

2. Modifications to Building Architecture - reconfiguration of the existing retail/restaurant 
spaces along Wisconsin Avenue to allow for smaller spaces and diversification of the 
store fronts to allow for individual brand identity,  change of façade materials, and 
introduction of retail fronts along Farr Park; 

3. Creation of Amphitheater Plaza – creation of an amphitheater plaza to include a lawn 
amphitheater with two curved outdoor steps. Vehicular access to the internal drive aisle 
located adjacent to the amphitheater will be controlled to allow for closure for special 
events.  

4. Modifications to Improve On-Site Circulation – reconfiguration of existing drive aisle 
and perpendicular parking spaces into two-way travel with parallel parking and wider 
sidewalks, together with use of special paving treatments to highlight pedestrian area;     



 

 

addition of parallel parking spaces along Wisconsin Circle with a midblock crosswalk 
connecting to the Chevy Chase Metro Building; relocation of parking ticket dispensers 
away from entrances and a possible different approach to parking management; redesign 
of Montgomery Street into a traffic circle, were proposed.  

5. Relocation of the taxi stand – relocation of the taxi stand farther west, closer to the 
intersection of Wisconsin Avenue and Wisconsin Circle. 

6. Modification of Johnston Park Plaza and Farr Park. 
7. Elimination of Condition #3 of Site Plan 8200010130 that requires a minimum 30,000 

square foot grocery store. 
 

We understand that the requests to eliminate Condition #3 with respect to the grocery 
store and to relocate the taxi stand have been withdrawn and we are in support of this decision. 
In addition, any plans for the traffic circle and other improvements on Montgomery Street will 
not involve vacation of the right-of-way and the Village will continue to exercise jurisdiction and 
control. The most recent plans for the proposed changes that have been reviewed by the Board 
were updated on July 20, 2016. 
 

The concerns of the Board and Village residents focused primarily on parking, vehicle 
access and circulation, and pedestrian safety. Before agreeing to the improvements to the Village 
right-of-way at Montgomery Street, the Board must be satisfied that the approaches to the circle, 
and the pedestrian path to and through the development, continue to promote safety. Further, 
pedestrian safety, parking enforcement and circulation on Wisconsin Circle are prerequisites to 
the Board’s support of the changes proposed for this perimeter area. Discussions with the owner 
and M-NCPPC staff responsive to these concerns have resulted in a number of changes in the 
initial proposal.  
 

After a full discussion, the Board of Managers has voted to support the proposed 
amendment to the site plans, subject to conditions that reflect the following: 
 
Montgomery Street 

 Installation of the traffic circle and other improvements with consent of Chevy Chase 
Village 

 Incorporation of a raised planting bed to channel pedestrians when approaching along the 
sidewalk from the buffer between the Village and the development to deter pedestrians 
from crossing over the driveway into the underground truck entrance 

 A raised sidewalk surrounding the Montgomery Street roundabout 
 Three speed humps on the easternmost driveway, the closest of which is no farther than 

50 feet from the pedestrian crosswalk leading out of the Buffer 
 Appropriate navigational signage visible to drivers upon entry into the circle 

 
Wisconsin Circle 

 Removal of the curb extension for the proposed pedestrian crossing immediately west of 
the entrance to the underground parking garage 



 

 

 Maintenance of the three taxicab spaces in approximately the same location where they 
are today, immediately west of the proposed pedestrian crossing 

 Addition of two short duration public parking spaces immediately to the west of the 
taxicab spaces, with parking permitted only during off-peak, non-rush hours. Note that 
this is acceptable to the Village only if the Chevy Chase Land Company actively enforces 
parking limitations with respect to these spaces.  Otherwise, the parking limitations will 
not be limitations at all. 

 An option to remove a twelve foot wide section of the sidewalk leading from Western 
Avenue to the entrance to the underground parking garage, to allow for four additional 
parallel parking spaces in-set from the current curb-line. This option would still make 
provision for an eight foot wide sidewalk. 

 
Internal Changes within Chevy Chase Center 

 Installation of a ramp along the east side of the proposed amphitheater plaza area to allow 
easy access for strollers and wheelchairs from the upper surface parking deck to the lower 
interior street. 

 Providing a passenger drop-off area in front of the main entrance to the Clyde’s 
restaurant of approximately two car lengths. 

 Removal of the parking gates at the entry/exit off of Western Avenue. 
 Revision of plans to label onsite vehicular circulation patterns and access points 

 
Additions to plans 
Plans to be submitted for certification should include the following: 
 

 Additional wayfinding signage along Montgomery Street for drivers approaching and 
navigating around the proposed roundabout. 

 
Further, we continue to be concerned with the parking management on the surface lot. No 

definitive plan has been provided by the owner. The success of the vehicle access and 
circulation, and therefore pedestrian access and safety, depend on an effective parking 
management system. Currently, vehicles use the entrance to the property at Western Avenue to 
cut through the parking lot and exit on Montgomery Street, to avoid the traffic congestion at the 
intersection of Wisconsin Circle and Wisconsin Avenue. Removing the parking gates at the north 
and south ends of the property will exacerbate this situation, making transit through the lot 
unobstructed, with no required stop prior to exit at Montgomery Street. We are requesting that 
the Chevy Chase Land Company report on the specific parking and traffic management plan that 
they intend to use prior to any approval of this Amendment. If there is not effective and enforced 
paid surface parking, the already-reduced surface parking proposed by the Chevy Chase Land 
Company could be swallowed up by commuters using Metro rather than by patrons of the Center 
and cut-through traffic will be accelerated and increased, particularly during rush hours. 
 

 



 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this requested amendment. Representatives 
from Chevy Chase Village will attend the Planning Board hearing on September 8, 2016. We 
reserve the right to further comment on this application, once the Board has had an opportunity 
to review the M-NCPPC staff report. 
 
      Very truly yours, 
 
 
 
      Michael Denger, Chair 
      Board of Managers 
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