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Every spring, following the adoption of the Capital Budget, the Planning Board adopts the 

annual school test for the upcoming fiscal year. The annual school test determines if n ew 

residential subdivisions in any school cluster should be subject to either a school facility 

payment or a moratorium, based on the estimated utilization of school facilities. 

 

Approve the FY17 Annual School Test results effective July 1, 2016. 

 

The 2016 Subdivision Staging Policy (SSP) is currently under review by the Planning Board. 

Until it is adopted by the County Council later this year, the 2012 Subdivision Staging Policy 

remains in effect. Under the current SSP, school capacity is monitored by means of an annual 

school test. The school test compares projected enrollment five years into the future with 

projected capacity for each of the 25 high school clusters at the elementary, middle and high 

school levels. The school test results are finalized in May of each year upon the Council’s 

adoption of the Capital Budget and Amendments to the Capital Improvements Program (CIP). If 

projected enrollment at any level exceeds 105 percent of program capacity, new residential 

subdivisions in the affected cluster will be required to make a school facility payment. If 

projected enrollment at any level exceeds 120 percent of program capacity, new residential 

subdivisions in the affected cluster will be under moratorium. 

The annual school test analysis is prepared by Montgomery County Public Schools (MCPS) 

staff.  Planning staff has reviewed the results of the MCPS annual school test analysis as 

discussed below. 
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FY17 Annual School Test 

For FY17, the total number of clusters exceeding 105 percent program capacity is twelve, four 

of which exceed at more than one school level. Residential development in these twelve 

clusters will be subject to a school facility payment. For those clusters inadequate at more than 

one school level, a school facility payment will be required for each inadequate school level. No 

school cluster exceeds the 120 percent program capacity ceiling. Therefore, residential 

subdivisions will not be under moratorium in any school cluster. The Council approved 

placeholder capital projects in four clusters to avoid any potential moratoriums.  The four 

placeholder projects are: 

1) Einstein cluster - Funding for six high school classrooms was added to the CIP 

2)  Walter Johnson cluster – Funding for eight high school classrooms was added to the 

CIP 

3) Northwood cluster - Funding for ten high school classrooms was added to the CIP 

4) Northwest cluster – Funding for twenty elementary school classrooms was added to 

the CIP. These additional classrooms will be added to Spark M. Matsunaga 

Elementary School and Ronald McNair Elementary School, or will be constructed as 

part of Northwest Elementary School #8.  

According to the analysis, a school facility payment will be required in the following clusters at 

the elementary school level: Einstein, Gaithersburg, Northwood, and Quince Orchard. At the 

middle school level, residential development in the Gaithersburg, Rockville, and Wheaton 

clusters will require a school facility payment. And, at the high school level, a school facility 

payment will be required in the Blair, Churchill, Einstein, Gaithersburg, Walter Johnson, 

Kennedy, Richard Montgomery, Northwood, Paint Branch, and Quince Orchard clusters. A 

school facility payment will be levied at each school level found to be inadequate. 

These results are an improvement over the school test for FY16. During FY16 sixteen school 

clusters required the payment of a school facility fee with eight school clusters exceeding 

capacity at more than one school level. 

In the 2007-2009 Growth Policy the administration of a school capacity ceiling, commonly 

referred to as the School Queue, was introduced.  If a subdivision would cause a cluster to 

exceed the 120 percent threshold at any level, only the number of dwelling units that could be 

built without reaching the threshold would be allowed.  Similarly, if a subdivision would cause a 

cluster to exceed the 105 percent threshold at any level, then the number of dwelling units 

which would exceed the threshold would make a school facilities payment to proceed to 

approval. 

It is worth noting that two clusters, Blake and Seneca Valley, have a utilization rate greater than 

104% as of the July 1, 2016 effective date. The Blake cluster is at 104.2% at the high school 

level.  The Seneca Valley cluster is at 104.6% at the elementary school level. This means that 
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an application for residential subdivision in one of these clusters may tip the utilization rate 

above 105% and require a school facility payment at the applicable level for those units that 

exceed 105%. Following this approval, the cluster will require a school facility payment at the 

affected school level for all new residential subdivisions.  

Planning staff recommends that the Planning Board accept the results of the school test, as 

calculated by Montgomery County Public Schools staff, for FY17. These findings are attached 

on pages 3 (summary table), 4 and 5 (detailed table by cluster for each school level). Once 

accepted by the Planning Board, these tables (along with the resolution adopted by the Council 

in November 2012) will constitute Montgomery County’s Subdivision Staging Policy as it relates 

to school capacity for FY ‘17, unless modified by the 2016 Subdivision Staging Policy whose 

effective date may be November 15, 2016 or January 1, 2017. 
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