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THE MARYLAND-NATIONAL CAPITAL PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION

October 11, 2005

TO: Montgomery County Planning Board
FROM: Brian Woodward, Regional Operations Manager,ﬂb ﬁ
Gordon Rosenthal, Acting Superintendent of Parks

SUBJECT: Proposed FY07 User Fee Schedules — Park Fund

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Approval of Proposed FY 2007 Park Fund Fees.

The fee recommendations presented today are for FYO7 Park Permit fees. These were presented to the
County-Wide Recreation Advisory Board on September 12, 2005, so they could prepare an informed
testimony for this meeting.

Background
User fees are charged for facilities, services and programs that provide an individual benefit or an exclusive

use. User fees may also be charged to balance use with capacity and demand, and to allocate scarce
resources. When feasible, the User Fee charged should cover the direct and indirect costs associated with
the benefit of use. In accordance with the Department'’s Policy on User Fees, these proposed park user fee
recommendations will require Planning Board action to be made effective.

Fees are normally examined on an annual basis and adjusted based on consumer price index increases or
increases in actual costs. Some administrative fees may stay constant from year to year.

In FY08, parks staff began doing a broader review of costs associated with facilities and programs. Staff
recommended changes in specific fees based on Council mandates and extraordinary actual cost increases
(e.g. utility and maintenance costs). In addition staff recommended, and the Planning Board approved, a rate
for public agencies which is significantly different from past practice. Primarily due to the as yet unknown
impacts of that change, we are recommending only slight increases to fees for FY07.

Administrative Fee for Permit Processing

The Permit Office processes over 9,600 permits per year. The estimated staff and operating costs to process
each permit is approximately $48 per permit. Staff is recommending that the Administrative Fee be increased
to reflect the actual cost associated with permit processing.

Nature Center Fees
Per County Council direction, the Nature Center staff has again evaluated opportunmes for additional user
fees at each center. Attached is a chart showing the proposed new fees.

Attachments (2)
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