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resident Berliner and Members of the Council: 

It is my pleasure to summarize the latest efforts of the Planning 
Department and Department of Parks in our fall 2012 semi-
annual report. 
 
We have worked hard over the last six months to stay on track 
with our ambitious work programs, which we have detailed in 
the pages that follow. 
 
Jointly, representatives from the Planning Board, Planning 
Department and Department of Parks worked on the Program of 
Requirements for the proposed headquarters move. The POR 
work included beginning discussions with the Department 
General Services, and getting information from our division 
chiefs and and department heads for the architectural 
consultant that both we and DGS are working with on the POR.  
We plan to bring you an update on that process in late November.    
 
Similarly, staff from both Planning and Parks participated in a process to improve school site selection 
with the Department of Education.  The joint Park & Planning, MCPS, Council and County Executive 
staff working group continued to meet last spring, followed by briefings to the Planning Board and the 
Board of Education and a presentation to the two bodies at our annual joint meeting in July.  At the 
joint meeting, we had a very productive discussion among board members and decided to accept our 
ǎǘŀŦŦǎΩ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǇǳǊǎǳŜ ŀ ŎƻǳƴǘȅǿƛŘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅ Ŏƻ-location study, to include a  
funcational master plan and operational recommendations.  The next task for the joint working group is 
to craft a proposal for such a study to present to the Council.   
 
At the Planning Department, we rolled up our sleeves and accomplished much since last spring. 
Highlights included delivering the 2012 Subdivision Staging Policy, including a new traffic test. The 
Transportation Policy Area Review (TPAR) test provides tools to match funding of improvements where 
growth pressure is highest. 
 
In August, we transmitted the Planning Board draft of the Burtonsville Crossroads Neighborhood Plan. 
The plan emphasizes a complete community with a main street, public green and village center, yet 
ǊŜǘŀƛƴǎ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΩǎ ǊǳǊŀƭ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊΦ 
 
Working with our consultant, we made progress on the Countywide Transit Corridors project, which 
will occupy much of the PlanniƴƎ .ƻŀǊŘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƳƻƴǘƘǎΦ 
 
And perhaps our biggest task over the last six months, as well as the next four, is advancing the Zoning 
Code Rewrite Project. Staff created a consolidated draft of all of the revised sections of the code, put it 
out for public review, and will be bringing each section  to  the Planning Board for discussion 
throughout the fall. We plan to transmit the draft Code to the Council in December  
 
Learn more about these projects and other Planning Department work in the front half of this report. 
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We are very excited to announce that M-NCPPC has been nominated by the National Park and 

Recreation Association (NRPA) for its sixth National Gold Medal for Excellence in the Field of Park and 

Recreation Management! We are the only agency in the entire country to have been awarded this 

honor five times so far, and a sixth nomination speaks volumes about the professionalism and 

dedication of our Parks staff. The winner will be announced in October at the NRPA Annual Congress. 

²ŜΩƭƭ ƪŜep you posted! 

Speaking of medals, 2012 Summer Olympic Bronze medalist Nick McCrory was one of the Olympians 

who received training at the new dryland diving training facility in Wall Park prior to the 2012 Games in 

London. This training facility, now available to the thousands of County youth participating in aquatic 

ŀƴŘ ŘƛǾŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΣ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ tŀǊƪǎΩ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ-private partnership, paid for in full by the 

partner, the Montgomery Dive Club, and approved by the Planning Board in June. 

We are pleased to report that the Montgomery County Parks Foundation (MCPF) has made great 

strides over the past six months, generating more than $150,000 in private contributions on behalf of 

the Department of Parks through various charitable programs and awaiting decisions on five new grant 

proposals with an anticipated value of $370,000 ($300,000 of which is private funding). Foundation 

ǎǘŀŦŦ ŀƴŘ tŀǊƪǎ ǎǘŀŦŦ ŀǊŜ ŜȄǇƭƻǊƛƴƎ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ 

you informed as new programs develop.  

hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ tŀǊƪǎΩ ōƛƎƎŜǎǘ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǎƛȄ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎƻƳǇƭȅƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 

requirements mandated by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), our National Pollutant Discharge 

Elimination System (NPDES) Permit, and the Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission (WSSC) 

Consent Decree. These mandates represent a significant amount of additional work for the Department 

that will be challenging to balance with the regular workload supported by a reduced workforce. 

We look forward to sharing our other accomplishments and discussing these and other issues at the 

semi-annual presentation on October 9. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

 

Françoise M. Carrier 

Chair, Montgomery County Planning Board 

The Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission 
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planning 

Throughout 2012, the Planning Department has advanced many projects that have a real impact on 
aƻƴǘƎƻƳŜǊȅ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜΦ  
 
Last summer, the Planning Board transmitted the 2012 
Subdivision Staging Policy, formerly called the Growth 
Policy, following a number of worksessions with staff. By 
matching vital services like transportation and schools to 
growth, the policy outlines what infrastructure should be 
provided to support anticipated growth and provides a 
framework to calculate associated development fees. (see 
page 9) 
 
Work continues on the Countywide Rapid Transit Study. Planners are working to identify the routes and 
how they should be configured.  Planning Board sessions on staff preliminary recommendations will 
begin in November.  (see page 9) 
 
Community planning efforts 
occurred throughout the three area 
teams. In Area 3, the Planning 
Board transmitted the Burtsonsville 
Crossroads Neighborhood Plan for 
County Council review. (See page 7) 
 
Major advancements occurred on 
the Zoning Rewrite Project, which is 
now in a consolidated draft review 
stage. (see page 9) 

applications 

{ǘŀŦŦ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ 
Development Applications and 
Regulatory Review Division analyzed  
FY12 application submittals and 
report that the number of submitted 
projects has remained fairly constant 
over the last three years.  This was 
particularly true with respect to 
preliminary, project and site plans, as 
well as forest conservation plans. 
However, the number of record plats 
accepted increased by more than a 
third. 
 

 

 

Accepted Applications  
(July 1, 2011 - June 30, 2012) 

Record Plats  
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Review Time (days) 

The number of submitted record 

plats, the last step for developers 

before they apply for building 

permits, continued to rise. The 

increase might be attributed to 

County Council action that 

extended the preliminary plan 

validity period to April 2013, or it 

might be related to an increased 

demand for new houses. 

Planners reviewing 

development applications 

continued to process 

applications efficiently. 

Countywide streamlining efforts 

underway jointly with the 

/ƻǳƴǘȅ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ŀǊŜ 

expected to further improve 

review times. 
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Planning staff ran training sessions for future users of ePlans, the electronic submittal system 
to come online this fall. The application makes it easy for users at all technical skill levels to 
communicate throughout the review process. All project information is centralized, visible and 
accessible to all users, so multiple reviewers at Park & Planning and other agencies can access 
the information simultaneously. The new software is integrated witƘ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ 
existing database management system and will track the time required for each stage of the 
review process.  Programming is complete for preliminary and site plans, and staff is now 
accepting a limited  number of applications for these file types as part of an initial soft launch 
phase. Programming for an early winter soft launch for record plat applications is ongoing with 
the system vendor. 
 

¢ƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ  ŀƴŘ /ƻǳƴǘȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜǎ ǘƻ ǎǘǊŜŀƳƭƛƴŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 
inter-agency cooperation continue, and the department continues to participate. We 
anticipate that these changes will save applicants both time and money and will help make the 
County more attractive for development. 

 
master plans  

Since the spring semi-annual presentation, planners have made significant progress on master and 
sector plan drafts. The proposed master plan schedule (see page 12) reflects the Council-approved 
version from July 2012. 
 

Burtonsville Community  Plan 

This neighborhood plan, which emphasizes a complete community with a main street, public green and 
village center, while retaining ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΩǎ ǊǳǊŀƭ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊΣ ǿŀǎ ǘǊŀƴǎƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ōȅ ǘhe Board 
following a public hearing last spring and a number of summer worksessions. The plan, reflecting input 
received over more than a year from members of the community, recommends new mixed-use zoning, 
a series of street and trail connections, and parks and open space to protect the headwaters of the 
Patuxent River. 
 

White Oak Science Gateway Master Plan  

Planners concluded a series of Citizens Advisory 
Committee meetings and several community outreach 
sessions to focus on preliminary plan recommendations, 
which were presented to the Planning Board last 
month.  The plan will explore options for a new research 
and biotechnology node that capitalizes on the growing 
presence of the FDA and is complemented by mixed-use 
development, as well as the taking fuller advantage of 
existing development nodes. The Board will hold a 
public hearing on the draft plan in January 2013. 
 

Chevy Chase Lake Sector Plan   

A staff draft of the Chevy Chase Lake Sector Plan was presented to the Planning Board in July and again 
in September, when the Board set a public hearing for mid-October.  The plan focuses on reinforcing 

The White Oak Center is among the nodes being considered as 
part of the White Oak Science Gateway Master Plan in progress. 




