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Executive Summary

Rockwood Manor is known for its wooded landscape, rich history, and natural beauty.  Built in the 1920’s, it 
has a notable history as the former country estate of Carolyn Gangwer Caughey and was later operated by Girls 
Scouts U.S.A.  Rockwood is currently owned and operated by Montgomery Parks, and it is first and foremost 
a functioning park intended to serve the public.  It hosts social, civic, and business organizations as an event, 
meeting, and retreat venue.  It includes secluded venues and overnight lodgings tucked into Montgomery 
County’s beautiful parkland that stakeholders describe as eclectic with “rustic elegance.”   

The intent of this Feasibility Study is to explore what solutions are physically possible to address a number 
of long-standing environmental, circulation, and site utilization issues.  The report examines the existing 
conditions of the Rockwood Manor site including: context, topography, slopes, hydrology, water flow, 
vegetation, built site features, and circulation.  The M-NCPPC does not intend to increase the programmatic 
capacity of the facility, only to recommend site modifications that would improve the facility for its current 
use.  The report analyzes the existing conditions, and in conjunction with input from the M-NCPPC, proposes 
two alternative approaches for future site development.  The site is discussed in sections including: the drive; 
parking/service; the manor house; the bunk houses; the restored stream area; and the extended site buffer.  
The existing conditions, opportunities, and constraints of each area inform the design criteria, goals, and 
objectives for the proposed alternatives.  Also included are  a traffic analysis and a preliminary cost estimate for 
each of the proposed alternatives.  Following the completion of this study, Montgomery Parks will work with 
Rockwood Manor stakeholders, the surrounding community, and relevant agencies to determine which site 
improvements are most mutually beneficial to all parties involved and will work to develop design solutions.
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Planning Process

In the spring of 2014, M-NCPPC began a project to address the width of the entrance drive, 
which does not currently accommodate two-way traffic and does not provide adequate 
turning radii for emergency, maintenance, catering, and bus vehicular access.  Examining 
this one issue created an opportunity to take a holistic look at the needs for the entire 
property.

On April 1, 2014, a day-long charrette with invited stakeholders, M-NCPPC staff, and 
Oehme, van Sweden & Associates was held to identify the various programmatic and 
site opportunities and constraints as well as preliminary ideas for improvement on the 
Rockwood Manor site.  Preliminary findings were presented to the public on May 14th 
and May 20th, and residents had the opportunity to identify additional concerns and 
opportunities for the site.    

The information gathered from the day-long charrette and subsequent community 
discussions has been consolidated, further examined, and incorporated into this feasibility 
study.  The M-NCPPC intends to use this study to identify future projects for design and 
construction and to fully involve the community and stakeholders in the design process.
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Design Principles

CONTEXTUAL DESIGN

The site shall fit into the larger residential neighborhood and forested parkland context 
by respecting and embracing the surrounding physical, social, and community contexts.  
The design will create connections to nearby uses and relocate site features to appropriate 
locations with consideration of the adjacent neighborhood.

IMPROVED VISITOR EXPERIENCE

The design shall enhance the visitor experience for users of the event center and the park 
through a variety of methods including: improvement of wayfinding, integration of site 
accessibility, consideration of additional recreational opportunities, enhancement of visual 
and noise buffers, relocation of activities to better serve park users, and improved site 
lighting.

IMPROVED CIRCULATION AND SAFETY

The design shall improve circulation and safety and reduce internal pedestrian/vehicular 
conflicts by enhancing visual cues at the entry; improving emergency, service and bus 
access and circulation; improving circulation for loading and deliveries; and upgrading 
the site to be compliant with the Americans with Disabilities Act Guidelines (ADA).

EFFICIENT SITE USE

The design shall maximize the efficiency of the site to best serve its users and help to achieve 
contextually and environmentally sensitive design goals by reviewing the site’s parking 
layout and configuration, addressing existing service, loading, and maintenance areas.

CULTURALLY SENSITIVE DESIGN

The design shall maintain the site’s “rustic elegance” and respect the site’s layered history 
by honoring Ms. Caughey’s original vision of Rockwood as well as the Girl Scouts heritage.  
Rockwood will continue its current function as a countywide event center to host social, 
civic, and business organizations and invite Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts, youth groups, and 
students of the Montgomery County Public Schools to use Rockwood as an outdoor 
education facility.  

ENVIRONMENTALLY SENSITIVE DESIGN

The design shall preserve the site’s natural beauty and enhance its natural features by 
providing low impact stormwater management features, addressing runoff and drainage 
issues, and improving stream quality.  The design also assesses the existing trees on site and 
promotes the health of the mature forest that surrounds the park.

Six design principles, originating  from the objectives of M-NCPPC and the surrounding 
community, provide the framework for the proposed alternatives in this feasibility study.  
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Rockwood Manor Special Park occupies 
approximately 30 acres of hilly, forested 
parkland located at 11001 MacArthur 
Boulevard in Potomac.  The property is 
divided into 2 sections: the north parcel 
contains the built structures on site and is 
the focus of this feasibility study while the 
south parcel of the site is located entirely 
within the stream buffer which prevents 
future development.  The property is 
bounded by single-family residential 
properties on the north, Belfast Road to the 
east and south, and MacArthur Boulevard 
to the west.  The surrounding neighborhood 
is predominantly low-density residential 
(zoned R-200: minimum lot size of 20,000 
square feet).  Located directly west of 
Rockwood Manor Park is the Chesapeake & 
Ohio Canal National Historical Park. 

Existing Conditions: Context
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Rockwood Manor’s woodland site has 
varying topography characteristic of land 
adjacent to a stream.  The highest parts of 
the property are located at the northwest 
of the site and in the center of the site 
where the Rockwood Manor House is 
located.  On the north side of the Manor 
House the terrain generally slopes down to 
the existing stream.  On the south side of 
the Manor House the terrain slopes down 
toward Belfast Road.

Existing Conditions: Topography
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Existing Conditions: Slopes

The slopes at Rockwood Manor Park are 
varied throughout the site.  Flat slopes, 
less than 5%, are located at the north and 
south edges of the site and also where the 
existing parking is located.  Relatively flat 
slopes, 5%-10%, are located in the areas 
adjacent to the flattest areas.  Steep slopes, 
over 10%, run diagonally through the site, 
from the northwest portion of the site 
to the southeast.  Steep slopes are also 
located at the existing amphitheater.  The 
steepest slopes, over 15%, are located on 
the southern bank of the existing stream.  
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Existing Conditions: Hydrology

The site is located within the Lower 
Potomac Direct watershed and the Rock 
Run sub-watershed which eventually drains 
into the Potomac River.  The stream on site 
runs from the northeast to the southeast 
corners of the site with a wetland buffer 
of approximately 150’-0”.  The stream is 
unstable adjacent to the property, with 
evidence of active channel down-cutting 
and eroding banks.  This instability can 
be attributed to uncontrolled stormwater 
runoff from the upstream property and 
MacArthur Boulevard.  The southeast 
portion of the site contains erodible soils.  
Nearly all of the flat terrain outside of a 
floodplain has already been developed.
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Existing Conditions: Water Flow

Water on site generally flows toward the 
existing stream except for the area to the 
south of the Manor House which drains 
toward Belfast Road.  Because the property 
was developed prior to the existence of 
stormwater management regulations 
in Montgomery County, little has been 
done to mitigate the effects of the site’s 
impervious surfaces on stormwater runoff.  
This has resulted in erosion along many of 
the steep slopes and scouring of the stream 
banks.
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Existing Conditions: Vegetation

The majority of the site is covered by an 
Oak-Hickory forest which also contains 
Tulip Poplar, Beech, Birch, and Pine trees. 
Near the Manor House and Veranda there 
are decorative Cherry trees, Holly trees, 
and formal garden planting. 
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Existing Conditions: Built Site Features/Circulation
Sited within the woodland property is 
the Rockwood Manor House, the country 
estate originally owned by Mr. and Mrs. 
Caughey.  The Manor House is managed 
as an event center by the M-NCPPC 
Montgomery Parks Enterprise Division, 
and its exterior garden rooms include: the 
Veranda, Flagstone Patio, Gazebo, and 
Amphitheater.  Also located on site are 
several smaller structures including Carolyn 
Cottage (connected to the Manor House), 
the Skyview Lodge, the French House, 
and the Bunk Houses (Weston Hill Cabin, 
Tall Timbers Cabin, and the Oaks Cabin)  
that provide overnight accommodations 
for event guests. Additional structures 
include the Maintenance Garage and the 
Caretaker’s Residence to accommodate 
service necessary for the site.

CAROLYN COTTAGE (EXISTING)

BUNK HOUSES (EXISTING) CARETAKER’S RESIDENCE (EXISTING)

MAINTENANCE GARAGE (EXISTING)

LAWN AND GAZEBO (EXISTING) SKYVIEW LODGE (EXISTING)LANDSCAPE WALL (EXISTING)

FRENCH HOUSE (EXISTING) AMPHITHEATER (EXISTING)

MANOR HOUSE (EXISTING)ENTRY SIGN (EXISTING) VERANDA (EXISTING)

FLAGSTONE PATIO (EXISTING)
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Site Plan - Alternative A
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Site Plan - Alternative B
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Key Plan - Site 
Development Alternatives

The Key Plan divides the landscape into 
use zones that explore site development 
alternatives that will be described in more 
detail in the following sections of this 
report.  The key areas include:

A. Drive; 

B. Parking, Service, and Bioretention; 

C. Manor House; 

D. Bunk Houses; 

E. Restored Stream / Amphitheater; and

F. Woodland and Site Buffer.
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Existing Conditions Assessment

The existing drive into Rockwood Manor is a 12’-0” wide, two-way road that provides an 
entrance and exit to the facility from MacArthur Boulevard.  The visual cues, signage, and 
lighting along this road are inadequate, such that the signage and entry are easy to miss.  
In addition, buses and large emergency vehicles are unable to turn right into the site from 
north-bound MacArthur Boulevard and must currently access the site from south-bound 
MacArthur Boulevard.  The entrance driveway configuration does not accommodate fire 
trucks turning into the site from either direction and requires them to park on MacArthur 
Boulevard and enter the site by foot.  The current entry configuration is congested for 
a large volume of vehicles arriving at once (e.g. for a reception immediately following a 
wedding ceremony at a church).  The entry drive widens as it approaches the Manor House 
and contains angled parking spaces on either side of the drive that take away from the 
visitor’s experience and views to the wooded site.   The existing entry is narrow and does 
not accommodate passenger drop off from the passenger side of the vehicle closest to the 
building.  

Opportunities and Constraints

OPPORTUNITIES

• The site includes 30 acres of woodland including mature canopy trees at the site 
perimeter and entry that provide a beautiful setting for the entry experience.

• A relocated entry drive would allow sight lines through the woodland to the culturally 
significant Manor House beyond.

• The entry to Rockwood Manor is located directly across from a the C & O Canal National 
Historic Park affording easy connections from Great Falls to Rockwood Manor.

CONSTRAINTS

• The existing drive cannot be widened in its current location as it is bound by mature 
trees on either side.

• A relocated driveway would need to be sited to avoid impact on the surrounding 
neighborhood.

• A relocated driveway would need to be sited to preserve the existing mature canopy 
trees.
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Design Criteria, Goals, and Objectives

IMPROVED CIRCULATION AND SAFETY

• Separate ingress and egress to the site by adding an exit off of Belfast Road to reduce 
pedestrian/vehicular conflicts

• Provide a narrow, one-way driveway system to protect existing, mature specimen trees

• Realign the entry drive and improve turning radii to allow buses, service vehicles, and 
large emergency vehicles to turn into the site from either direction on MacArthur 
Boulevard

• Create prominent signage that complements the character of the Manor House to 
increase visual cues to the entry along MacArthur Boulevard

• Create a spacious drop off area that allows for vehicles to turn around and drop off 
passengers

IMPROVED VISITOR EXPERIENCE

• Remove existing angled parking along the entry drive  to open the view to the Manor 
House and enhance the arrival experience

• Consider lighting at entry sign and along the drive to improve visibility and aesthetics

ENTRY DRIVE (PRECEDENT IMAGE)

EXIT DRIVE (PRECEDENT IMAGE)
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Drive Design - Alternative A
• Entry Drive alignment avoids mature trees

• Entry Drive signage is made more prominent and lit for 
visibility

• Entry Drive is sited away from Whiterim Terrace

• Exit Drive alignment avoids the swale west of the 
Maintenance Garage and is geometrically configured and 
signed to allow right turn only onto Belfast Road

N
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scale: 1”=50’-0”
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Drive - Alternative B
• Exit Drive is sited further from intersection with 

MacArthur Boulevard 

• The landscape around the French House remains 
intact
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Existing Conditions Assessment

The existing parking is located in multiple areas across the site:  along the entry drive, east 
of the Manor House, and northwest of the Manor House adjacent to the existing stream.  
The parking lots currently hold approximately 75 cars, and there are currently two vendors 
that rent space in the parking lots for equipment and storage.  The scattered lots result in 
an inefficient use of space.  

The current configuration of roads and parking includes steep roads running perpendicular 
to the slope and parking in the wetland buffer, both of which are contributing to large 
volumes and high velocities of runoff.  The service/loading area is located adjacent to 
the Manor House and must serve many functions at once which causes congestion and 
conflicts between uses.  The existing maintenance garage contains six bays, in which it 
currently houses lawn mowers.  The maintenance garage includes more storage space than 
is currently needed.   

Opportunities and Constraints

OPPORTUNITIES

• Several trees in poor condition were recently removed from areas adjacent to and within 
the existing main parking area.  There are opportunities to reconfigure the existing 
parking area more efficiently. 

• Opportunities exist to reduce conflicts in existing loading and service areas.

• Existing slopes and drainage on site lend themselves to the integration of bioretention 
areas.

• The wooded site contains natural beauty that should be preserved and enhanced.  
Consider locating electric lines underground in and around the parking lot to reduce 
future conflicts with PEPCO and existing tree canopy.

• Valet parking could be an option if the parking lots were reorganized to accommodate 
multiple cars stacking.

CONSTRAINTS

• The site is heavily wooded and sloped, so possible parking locations are limited.

• The existing service area is not large enough and conflicts exist between varying service 
vehicles (caterers, musicians, garbage trucks and dumpsters).  The dumpsters, adjacent 
to the building, attract nuisance wildlife and cause problems for maintenance staff.
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PERMEABLE PAVING (PRECEDENT IMAGE)

BIORETENTION (PRECEDENT IMAGE) BIORETENTION (PRECEDENT IMAGE)

Design Criteria, Goals, and Objectives

EFFICIENT SITE USE

• Consolidate and maximize the parking on-site  to minimize the visual impact of parking

• Remove parking from ecologically sensitive areas, such as the wetland buffer

• Consider a modest increase to the  total number of parking spaces (including required 
ADA spaces) to better serve existing functions of the site and accommodate:

•  Maximum 85 visitor cars, including 4 accessible spaces and 1 accessible van space

• 8 staff parking spots

• accommodation for 2 buses (in lieu of some parking spaces)

• Reduce maintenance garage footprint (can be reduced to three bays if necessary)

• Relocate  dumpsters away from the building and out from the back of the loading area 
to reduce service conflicts

• Add service turn-around near the Maintenance Garage building to accommodate 
vehicles with a 35’-0” turning radius

• Consider reorganization of parking spaces to accommodate multiple car stacking for 
valet parking

• Expand service area to accommodate 2 catering trucks and improve loading area to the 
kitchen

ENVIRONMENTALLY SENSITIVE DESIGN

• Integrate bioretention or other stormwater management practices to help improve the 
quality and decrease the quantity of stormwater runoff

O
ly

m
pi

c 
C

ol
le

ge
D

es
ig

n 
an

d 
Im

ag
e 

by
 S

vR
 D

es
ig

n
M

or
ris

 A
rb

or
et

um
, P

hi
la

de
lp

hi
a

Im
ag

e 
by

 th
e 

N
itp

ic
ke

r o
n 

Fl
ic

kr

Im
ag

e 
fro

m
 w

w
w

.b
lu

eg
re

en
bl

dg
.o

rg

PROPOSED CHARACTER:



32  -   ROCKWOOD MANOR FEASIBILITY STUDY MARYLAND - NATIONAL CAPITAL PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION

OEHME VAN SWEDEN & ASSOCIATES, INC  :   LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS

  

Parking/Service - Alternative A
• (83) Guest spaces, including (5) accessible spaces and (1) accessible van space

• (8) Staff parking spaces 
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Parking/Service - Alternative B
• (96) Guest spaces, including (4) accessible spaces and (1) accessible van space

• (8) Staff parking spaces 

• Includes increased opportunities for canopy trees and/or bioretention in the 
parking lot

• Possible (4) additional guest parking spaces
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Existing Conditions Assessment

A culturally significant estate built in the 1920’s, Rockwood Manor is comprised of seven 
different rooms with varying capacities.  Maximum capacity for any one combined/adjoining 
space in the Manor House is 170 standing (cocktail style), 130 seated, and 110 seated with 
dancing. Tenting options for up to 200 guests are available.  Outdoor ceremonies may be 
held on the flagstone patio or in the gazebo garden.  Overnight accommodations within 
and immediately adjacent to the Manor House include 10 hotel-style guest rooms and a 
three bedroom cottage with a total capacity of 37.  Located directly outside the Manor 
House are several outdoor rooms including the Veranda, the Flagstone Patio with trellis, 
and Gazebo Garden.

Opportunities and Constraints

OPPORTUNITIES

• The Manor House is a culturally significant building with a long and rich history.

• Rockwood Manor is a popular venue for events.

CONSTRAINTS

• Due to the site’s steep slopes, accessible paths do not yet exist from the Manor House 
to other facilities on campus.

Manor House
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Design Criteria, Goals, and Objectives

CULTURALLY SENSITIVE DESIGN

• Retain Ms. Caughey’s original vision of Rockwood Manor by keeping with the existing 
character of the Manor House and surrounding site

• Preserve the site’s Girl Scout Heritage by continuing tradition of hosting student groups, 
including Girl and Boy Scouts

ENVIRONMENTALLY SENSITIVE DESIGN

• Connect building downspouts and parking drainage to newly constructed bioretention 
areas

IMPROVED CIRCULATION AND SAFETY

• Create an exterior accessible route from the Manor House to the various buildings and 
event spaces on site including bunk houses

IMPROVED VISITOR EXPERIENCE

• Replace Gazebo with a similar style structure that provides more versatility in 
programming

• Reconfigure built landscape masonry wall and add lawn area to create an additional 
event venue on site adjacent to the existing veranda and lawn

• Expand paved terrace area adjacent to the Manor House to avoid muddy areas beneath 
tents during events

• Replace existing arbor with a structure more in character and scale of the existing site

• Add fire hearth to draw guests from the patio into the landscape 

• Consider relocation of electric wires to allow for additional tent options

• Add lighting throughout the park to increase safety and improve wayfinding

• Add new grill area to offer caterers an area to set up and cook for events near kitchen 
but out of sight

• Consider a vestibule with a double set of doors outside of Brooke Hall to contain noise 
inside the building, reducing disturbance to the neighbors.  Consider replacing the 
event tents with a hard-walled structure to better contain noise.

EVENT SPACE (PRECEDENT IMAGE)

ARBOR (PRECEDENT IMAGE)

EVENT SPACE (PRECEDENT IMAGE) 

FIRE CIRCLE (PRECEDENT IMAGE)
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Manor House - Alternative A

0 25’ 50’
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Existing Conditions Assessment

The bunk houses consist of Tall Timbers Cabin, The Oaks Cabin, and Weston Hill Cabin 
that can each accommodate between 24 - 28 people.  An existing paved path connects the 
Manor House to the Bunk Houses for pedestrians and maintenance vehicles.  An additional 
pedestrian only path is located on the northwest side of the Manor House that leads down 
a steep slope to the bunk houses.

Opportunities and Constraints

OPPORTUNITIES 

• The grill near the bunk houses is well utilized and could be expanded.

• The area is an appropriate space for an additional fire circle.

• The bunk houses are separated from the rest of the developed portion of the site, 
accentuating their rustic, secluded character.

• The bunk houses have excellent views to the forest and stream.

CONSTRAINTS

• Due to the site’s steep slopes, accessible paths do not yet exist from the Bunk Houses 
to other facilities on campus.

• Because bunkhouses are located within the stream buffer, additional impervious cover 
must be kept to a minimum.

Bunk Houses
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Design Criteria, Goals, and Objectives

CULTURALLY SENSITIVE DESIGN

• Preserve the site’s Girl Scout Heritage by enhancing the bunk house area to continue  
hosting event and student groups, including Girl and Boy Scouts

ENVIRONMENTALLY SENSITIVE DESIGN

• Consider low-impact uses for the area adjacent to the stream 

• Integrate bioretention into the low areas of the site between the bunk houses and the 
stream to increase quality and decrease the quantity of stormwater runoff

IMPROVED CIRCULATION AND SAFETY

• Incorporate an accessible path from the Bunk Houses to the proposed amphitheater

• Incorporate an accessible path from the Bunk Houses to the Manor House

IMPROVED VISITOR EXPERIENCE

• Add a paved turn around area to allow maintenance vehicles to easily unload luggage 
and equipment adjacent to the bunk house area

• Incorporate a natural play area to accommodate a variety of age groups and facilitate 
activities on site
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• Accessible path from Bunk Houses to Manor House 
is included with 4.5% maximum slope

• Includes additional accessible path with a 4.5% 
maximum slope

Bunk Houses - Alternative A

ACCESSIBLE PATH
• 5’-0” minimum width
• 4.5% maximum slope

N
0 25’ 50’

scale: 1”=50’-0”

PROPOSED NATURAL PLAY AREA

PROPOSED TURN-AROUND FOR 
SERVICE VEHICLES
• Accommodates vehicles with 

25’-0” minimum turning radius  
• Sufficient parking for (2) private 

vehicles

ACCESSIBLE PATH 
FROM BUNK HOUSES 
TO MANOR HOUSE
• 5’-0” minimum width
• 4.5% maximum slope

ACCESSIBLE PATH/
SERVICE DRIVE FROM 
BUNK HOUSES TO 
AMPHITHEATER
• 12’-0” minimum width
• 4.5% maximum slope

EXISTING PARKING 
LOT AND PATH
(REMOVED)

PROPOSED 
BIORETENTION

MANOR HOUSE
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TALL 
TIMBERS
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• Accessible path from Bunk Houses to Manor House 
is included that minimizes disturbance by utilizing 
existing path footprint

• Necessitates 7% ramp with landings and handrails

0 25’ 50’
N

scale: 1”=50’-0”

Bunk Houses - Alternative B PROPOSED NATURAL PLAY AREA

PROPOSED TURN-AROUND FOR 
SERVICE VEHICLES
• Accommodates vehicles with 

25’-0” minimum turning radius  
• Sufficient parking for (2) private 

vehicles

PATH FROM BUNK 
HOUSES TO MANOR 
HOUSE
• Located on existing 

path footprint
• Necessitates 7% ramp 

with landings and 
handrails ACCESSIBLE PATH/ 

SERVICE DRIVE FROM 
BUNK HOUSES TO 
AMPHITHEATER
• 12’-0” minimum width
• 4.5% maximum slope

PROPOSED BIORETENTION

MANOR HOUSE

WESTON 
HILL

THE OAKS

TALL 
TIMBERS

ACCESSIBLE PATH
• 5’-0” minimum width
• 4.5% maximum slope

EXISTING PARKING 
LOT AND PATH 
(REMOVED)
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Existing Conditions Assessment

The existing stream bed is unstable and shows evidence of active channel down-cutting 
and eroding banks.  The lower impervious, paved parking lot is located inside the wetland 
buffer and contributes to additional runoff into the stream.

The existing amphitheater is located to the south of the site and is in close proximity to 
Belfast Road.  Its current location does not offer privacy as it is visible from the nearby road.  
The amphitheater can seat approximately 100 people and is well utilized for formal and 
informal purposes.  

Opportunities and Constraints

OPPORTUNITIES

• The steam is a natural feature and asset to the park.

• The amphitheater is well utilized but should be relocated to take good advantage of 
the site’s extensive woodlands.  Once removed, the flat area left by the lower parking 
lot could house a new amphitheater.

CONSTRAINTS

• Existing stream bed is unstable and its banks are eroded.

• The existing amphitheater is too close to Belfast Road.

Restored Stream / Amphitheater
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Design Criteria, Goals, and Objectives

ENVIRONMENTALLY SENSITIVE DESIGN

• Improve quality and reduce velocity of water runoff into stream

• Incorporate stormwater management practices into the park and consider treatment 
of the water from the Manor parcel downstream in the south parcel located on the 
opposite side of Belfast Road

• Remove existing lower parking lot that is located in the floodplain to improve runoff 
quality and reduce impervious surfaces in the wetland buffer

IMPROVED CIRCULATION AND SAFETY

• Incorporate an accessible path from the Manor House and Bunk Houses to the relocated 
Amphitheater

IMPROVED VISITOR EXPERIENCE

• Relocate the amphitheater to a more wooded, scenic location

RESTORED STREAM (PRECEDENT IMAGE)

RESTORED STREAM (PRECEDENT IMAGE)

AMPHITHEATER (PRECEDENT IMAGE)

AMPHITHEATER (PRECEDENT IMAGE)

PATH (PRECEDENT IMAGE)

PATH (PRECEDENT IMAGE)

 A
m

ph
ith

ea
te

r a
t M

cC
on

ne
ll 

S
pr

in
gs

  
Im

ag
e 

by
 S

yd
ne

y 
P

oo
r a

nd
 R

us
se

ll 
P

oo
r

N
 / 

A

N
 / 

A

G
lim

m
en

, T
he

 N
et

he
rla

nd
s

D
es

ig
n 

by
 M

D
 L

an
ds

ch
ap

sa
rc

hi
te

ct
en

. I
m

ag
e 

by
 R

ob
er

t v
an

 d
er

 M
ol

de
n,

 M
el

le
 v

an
 D

ijk
N

at
io

na
l A

rb
or

et
um

.  
Im

ag
e 

fro
m

 W
as

hi
ng

to
n 

G
ar

de
ne

r.b
lo

gs
po

t.c
om

C
am

de
n 

A
m

ph
ith

ea
te

r a
nd

 P
ub

lic
 L

ib
ra

ry
 

D
es

ig
n 

by
 F

le
tc

he
r S

te
el

e 
Im

ag
e 

by
 S

ha
dy

si
de

la
nt

er
n

PROPOSED CHARACTER:



44  -   ROCKWOOD MANOR FEASIBILITY STUDY MARYLAND - NATIONAL CAPITAL PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION

OEHME VAN SWEDEN & ASSOCIATES, INC  :   LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS

  

Restored Stream / 
Amphitheater - Alternative A

0 25’ 50’
N

scale: 1”=50’-0”

• Accessible path from Manor House and Bunk Houses 
to the Amphitheater (4.5% maximum slope)

RESTORED STREAM

RECONFIGURED SERVICE DRIVE
• To slow runoff to stream and 

increase accessibility

EXISTING PARKING 
REMOVED

RELOCATED AMPHITHEATER / 
FIRE CIRCLE
• Accommodates approx. 80 people
• Natural surface material

ACCESSIBLE PATH FROM MANOR 
HOUSE AND BUNK HOUSES TO 
AMPHITHEATER
• Maximum 4.5% slope

MANOR HOUSE

TALL TIMBERS

CARETAKER’S 
RESIDENCE

PATH FROM 
MANOR HOUSE TO 
AMPHITHEATER

BIORETENTION 
• Located upslope from stream
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Restored Stream / 
Amphitheater- Alternative B

0 50’
N

scale: 1”=50’-0”

• Accessible path from Bunk Houses to the 
Amphitheater (4.5% maximum slope)

• Amphitheater is accessible from Manor House only 
by way of Bunk Houses

RESTORED STREAM

RECONFIGURED SERVICE DRIVE
• To slow runoff to stream and 

increase accessibility

ACCESSIBLE PATH FROM BUNK 
HOUSES TO AMPHITHEATER
• Maximum 4.5% slope

RELOCATED AMPHITHEATER / 
FIRE CIRCLE
• Accommodates  approx. 80 

people
• Natural surface material

MANOR HOUSE

TALL TIMBERS

CARETAKER’S 
RESIDENCE

PATH FROM 
MANOR HOUSE TO 
AMPHITHEATER

EXISTING PARKING 
REMOVED

BIORETENTION 
• Located upslope from stream
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Existing Conditions Assessment

The site contains approximately 30 acres of natural wooded area that is currently used as a 
public park.  It is bounded to the west by the C & O Canal National Historical Park and to 
the north, east, and south by residential neighborhoods. 

Opportunities and Constraints

OPPORTUNITIES

• The site’s 30 acres of woodland and mature canopy trees can be enhanced through 
increased understory planting and additional vegetation to provide a visual buffer for 
adjacent residences.

CONSTRAINTS

• Proposed alternatives will incorporate collaboration with an acoustical engineer to 
evaluate the feasibility of various measures to reduce noise trespass from events at 
Rockwood Manor into neighboring residential properties.

Woodland and Site Buffer
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Design Criteria, Goals, and Objectives

CONTEXTUAL DESIGN

• Collaborate with an acoustical engineer to consider 
measures to reduce sound levels and visual impact from 
events at Rockwood Manor

• Enhance the rustic and natural character of the site by 
supplementing the wooded buffer

• Consider inclusion of evergreen, understory plants to 
increase year-round visual screening

IMPROVED VISITOR EXPERIENCE

• Consider inclusion of low impact activities compatible 
with the wooded site (possible activities might include 
a ropes course, bicycle trails, volleyball court, basketball 
court, or yoga platform)

N
0 100’

scale: 1”=100’-0”

WOODLAND SCREENING
• Including canopy trees, 

evergreen trees, flowering 
trees, and evergreen 
shrubs

ORNAMENTAL PLANTINGS
• Including flowering trees, 

shrubs, and perennials

BIORETENTION
• Including shrubs and 

perennials tolerant of 
varied moisture and soil 
conditions

WOODLAND UNDERSTORY
• Including shrubs, ferns, 

sedges, and perennials

LAWN

MANOR 
HOUSE

FRENCH 
HOUSE

SKYVIEW 
LODGE

MAINTENANCE 
GARAGE

TALL 
TIMBERS

THE 
OAKS

WESTON 
HILL

CARETAKER’S 
RESIDENCE
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Traffi c Engineering Report
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