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Bethesda Downtown Design Advisory Panel 
 
FROM:  Laura Shipman  

Design Advisory Panel Liaison 
 

PROJECT: ZOM Bethesda   
  Sketch Plan No. 320180050 
 
DATE:  November 8, 2017 

 
The ZOM Bethesda project was reviewed by the Bethesda Downtown Design Advisory Panel on 
November 8, 2017. The following meeting notes summarize the Panel’s discussion, and 
recommendations regarding design excellence and the exceptional design public benefits points. The 
Panel’s recommendations should be incorporated into the Staff Report and strongly considered by 
Staff prior to the certification of the Site Plan. Should you have any additional questions and/or 
comments please feel free to contact the Design Advisory Panel Liaison. 
  

 
Attendance:  
 
Karl Du Puy (Panelist) 
George Dove (Panelist) 
Damon Orobona (Panelist) 
Rod Henderer (Panelist) 
Paul Mortensen (Panelist, Senior Urban Designer in the Director’s Office) 
 
Laura Shipman (Design Advisory Panel Liaison) 
Matthew Folden (Lead Plan Reviewer) 
Gwen Wright (Planning Department Director) 
Robert Kronenberg (Area 1 Division Chief) 
Elza Hisel-McCoy (Area 1 Regulatory Supervisor) 
Michael Brown (Area 1 Master Plan Supervisor) 
Leslye Howerton (Area 1 Planner Coordinator) 
 
Heather Dlhopolsky (Attorney, Applicant Team) 
Andy Czajkowski (Architect, Applicant Team) 
Trini Rodriguez (Landscape Applicant Team) 
Andrew Cretal (Applicant Team) 
Phil Dales (Attorney, Applicant Team)  
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Discussion Points:  
 

• The project checks a lot of boxes in terms of urban planning and streetscape, it is a sound 
design, but is this exceptional design? Could more be done from materials perspective to make 
this exceptional? 

• A passageway could come across the site from east to west. That through-block connection 
could make buildings more distinct and make the block smaller. This could create a natural 
place to stop and gather along Arlington Road. Could just be a 1st floor passageway. 

o Applicant response: This makes internal workings much more difficult. The grades are 
problematic and essentially prevent such a connection. Would not necessarily connect 
to any destinations because the connection would not reach all the way through to 
Woodmont Avenue. 

• The design is heading in a strong direction. However, it is a long building which is a challenge 
for pedestrians. Courtyards are positive to add articulation along the Arlington façade, and the 
pavilions are very nice along the northern portion of the building. However, a bit more attention 
to the transition between the north and south buildings along Arlington Road might help. Right 
now, it is an abrupt clash. Perhaps a recessed plane or joining element of some sort could be 
more effective in easing the change of architectural facade treatments. 

• Materiality feels dark, may consider lighter metal panel to make the upper floors less prominent 
(though there were dissenting opinions that dark may look best with brick). 

• Should the lobby be placed along Arlington as the major road?  
o Applicant response: Main entrance on Moreland is better for pick-up/drop-off. 

• Because of the Arlington Road façade’s orientation with a long western exposure, could metal 
panel become dark brick instead, and with those cost savings add solar-shading/sunscreens 
to this façade? 

• Units along southern portion ground floor of the building with direct access stoops are great. 
• Is there any way to bring natural light into the very long hallway on southern end? Two 

separate buildings would solve this problem, but as an alternative you could consider flipping 
the fire stair to bring in light.  

 
Panel Recommendations: 
The following recommendations should be incorporated into the Staff Report.  

1. Exceptional Design Points: The design is headed in a positive direction to achieve at least the 
10 out of 30 points requested in this category, based on the upgrade to a concrete 
construction type, quality materials and building articulation. 
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2. Create more distinction between the north and south portions of the building to break up the 
long Arlington Road facade and bring in more natural light at the transition.  

3. Coordinate with the adjacent properties to better configure and maximize the proposed outdoor 
spaces between buildings to the east of the site. 

4. Integrate a way to provide sun shading on the long west-facing façade along Arlington Road.  
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askasten@verizon.net 

Letter of Support of the ZOM living Project 

 

Dear Mr. Anderson,  

  

I am writing to support the ZOM Living project, which will transform the 7500 block of 

Arlington Road in Bethesda from a series of outdated single family homes used for commercial 

purposes to a multi-family six-story residential community. 
As an area resident of Bethesda and artist, I ardently support the project’s design and aesthetic for many 

reasons, but here a few for your consideration: 

• The project uses art to integrate beautifully with the neighborhood. Specifically, a proposed 

sculpture walk enhances the pedestrian experience and creates an enjoyable transition into the 

greater community that can be appreciated by all.   

• The project fits with the neighborhood as many of us residents envision it evolving. It 

complements the mixed-use, diverse character of downtown Bethesda and will be a welcome 

replacement to the current single-family homes that occupy the 7500 block.  

• The project is pedestrian-friendly for all. The plan features several green pathways that create 

not only a safe and welcoming experience for all citizens, but also a pleasing visual transition 

from the mixed-used, residential environment to the taller office buildings of downtown 

Bethesda.  

 

Thank you for including my support in your consideration for the project. 

 

Best regards, 

 

Alex 

 
Alex Kasten | Sculptor 

Kasten Studios  

Exhibits | Commissions 

9210 Topeka Street 
Bethesda, MD 20817 
Ph. 301-335-9435 
kastenstudios.com 
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Chy8art@aol.com 
Subject: Letter of Support ZOM Bethesda 
 
Dear Planning Board Chair, 
  
  
As a native Bethesda sculptor, lifelong Montgomery County resident, and living just a 
few blocks from the development,  I believe that ZOM Living’s plans for the 7500 block 
of Arlington Road present an exciting opportunity for us to enhance our community.  
  
I am especially excited about the vision for an Art Walk as it builds upon Bethesda’s 
strong history of commitment to the arts. This new amenity will help people reconnect to 
those roots. Introducing sculpture into the natural landscape will open the eyes of 
people to new ideas, inspire dialogue, and improve access to the arts. The Art Walk will 
also help connect the community to local attractions, municipal venues, and businesses 
such as the Bethesda Jazz and Supper Club, the Round House Theater, and Bethesda 
Urban Partnership. 
  
I find that the building’s design is tastefully done, and will appropriately blend in with the 
taller commercial buildings on the east side of Arlington Road. The proposed 
enhancements to make the landscaping and sidewalks more pedestrian-friendly are 
also much needed, and will be a major benefit to both residents and visitors of the site. 
Overall, ZOM Living’s plans provide an innovative and unique blend of both 
improvements to the residential aspects of the neighborhood and conformity to the 
nearby residential and commercial area.  
  
Please consider supporting their thoughtful plans. 
  
  
Best, 
  
  
Jeff Chyatte 

7605 Honeywell Lane 

Bethesda, MD 20814 

202-203-8084 
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kreap01@gmail.com  

Subject: ZOM Living – 7500 Block Arlington Road 

 

11/16/2017 
Casey Anderson 
Chair, Montgomery County Planning Board 
8787 Georgia Avenue 
Silver Spring, MD 20910 

Dear Chairman Anderson, 
My wife and I are residents in downtown Bethesda, and are fully supportive of 
ZOM Living’s plans for the 7500 block of Arlington Road. 
We are huge proponents of continued development of the downtown area, as 
we’d like to see an increase in the amount of nearby amenities for local 
residents. We also enjoy being able to walk around our neighborhood. As such, 
we are particularly looking forward to the improved walkability the project will 
bring to the site. One of the biggest assets of living in an urban environment like 
ours is the ability to get to nearby amenities such as shops, restaurants, and 
supermarkets without having to get in a car. So it is critical for us to ensure that 
streets and sidewalks in our neighborhoods are pedestrian-friendly. 
 
With plans to start a family in this area and a child on the way, pedestrian 
safety is of extreme importance to us. ZOM Living’s vision to widen the sidewalks 
and add trees, plants, and seating areas will help make the pedestrian 
experience on Arlington Road safer and more enjoyable. We also appreciate their 
proposal for a new six-story residential structure, and feel that a building of this 
moderately sized height will fit in nicely with the surrounding community. 
Please support ZOM Living’s plans to enhance this area of Arlington Road. Thank 
you. 

Respectfully, 

Kevin Reap 
4853 Cordell Avenue 
Bethesda, MD  20814 
301-279-6604 
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