
 

Staff Report Date: 12.1.2017  

 

▪ Under Section 59.7.7.1.B.3.a., until October 30, 2039, an Applicant may apply to amend any plan approved 
before October 30, 2014, under the development standards and procedures of the property's zoning on 
October 29, 2014, subject to certain provisions.  While this site is currently zoned CR-8.0 C-6.0 R-7.5 H-200T, 
it meets the requirements of the above section and is being reviewed under the provision of the CBD-3 
zoning and related requirements in place on October 29, 2014.    

▪ The Applicant has submitted this Site Plan Amendment in response to an July 24, 2017, Administrative 
Citation stemming from a May 25, 2016, Notice of Non-Compliance. 

▪ Staff recommends APPROVAL of the Site Plan Amendment. 
 
 

 

Ellsworth Place (nee City Place), Site Plan Amendment 81988046F 

 

Elza Hisel-McCoy, Regulatory Supervisor, Area 1, elza.hisel-mccoy@montgomeryplanning.org, 301.495.2115 

Robert Kronenberg, Chief, Area 1, robert.kronenberg@montgomeryplanning.org, 301.495.2187 

 

Description 
Request to update plan for design and location of 
installed streetscape furnishings and elements in 
response to a Notice of Violation; 2.48 acres, zoned 
CBD-3, located south of Fenton Street, between 
Colesville Road and Ellsworth Drive, Silver Spring 
CBD Sector Plan area. 
Staff Recommendation: Approval with Conditions 
 
Applicant: Chris Duffy 
Acceptance Date: 10.25.2017 
Review Basis:  Chapter 59 
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SECTION 1 - SITE DESCRIPTION 

Vicinity 
The subject site occupies most of the block along Fenton Street between Ellsworth Avenue and 
Colesville Road within the commercial center of downtown Silver Spring. 
 

 
Vicinity Map 

 
The properties surrounding the site include a mix of civic, commercial, and residential uses, 
presently CR-zoned with densities between 1.5 and 8. 
 
Site Analysis 
The subject site is currently improved with the City Place shopping experience.  There are no 
known rare, threatened, or endangered species on site.  There are no known historic properties 
or features on site. 
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SECTION 2 - AMENDMENT DESCRIPTION 
 
Previous Approvals 
The Planning Board approved Project Plan Amendment 91987001A, Preliminary Plan 
Amendment 11987190A, and Site Plan Amendment 81988046B on October 16, 2007, for 
299,307 square feet of office space and 439,962 square feet of retail space, and 91,772 square 
feet of cellar area devoted to retail uses.   
 
On May 14, 2008, the Planning Director administratively approved Site Plan Amendment 
81988046C to remove one tree and relocate a bus shelter. 
 
On March 4, 2010, the Planning Board approved Site Plan Amendment 81988046D to address 
architectural and streetscape- and entry-related modifications. 
 
On January 2, 2014, the Planning Director administratively approved Site Plan Amendment 
81988046E to address façade improvements and revisions to public use and amenity space. 
 
Administrative Citation for Noncompliance with the Certified Site Plan 
On July 24, 2017, the Planning Department issued the Applicant an Administrative Citation, No. 
SP004, for continued non-compliance with the Certified Site Plan 81988046E, dating back to an 
original Notice of Non-Compliance from May 25, 2016.  (Appendix A)  The inspectors found that 
numerous streetscape elements, including seating, plantings, lighting, and bicycle racks, and 
other elements shown on the Certified Site Plan, had not been installed as illustrated on those 
approved plans.  The Applicant has submitted this Site Plan Amendment to address the 
outstanding issues. 
 
Conformance to Conditions of Approval 
The proposed development must comply with the conditions of approval for Site Plan 
81988046B, as amended, except as modified herein. 
 
Description of Amendment 
The Applicant requests the following modifications to the Site Plan: 
 

1) Update plans to show size and current location of all planter boxes, trash cans, lighting, 
landscaping, and entrance amenities; 

2) Add notes to the plans to indicate which items relate to the future office tower 
development; 

3) Replace existing installed bike racks with County standard “U” shaped rack and update 
plans accordingly. 
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SECTION 3 - PUBLIC NOTICE 
 
A notice regarding the subject amendment was sent to all parties of record by the Applicant on 
October 30, 2017.  The notice gave interested parties 15 days to review and comment on the 
amended site plan per Montgomery County Zoning Ordinance Section 59.7.3.4.J.2.  Staff 
received no inquiries regarding the proposed amendment. 
 
 
SECTION 4 - RECOMMENDATION AND CONCLUSION 
 
The proposed modifications to the site plan will not alter the overall character or impact of the 
development with respect to the original findings of approval.  Further, these modifications will 
not affect the compatibility of the development with respect to the surrounding neighborhood.  
Staff recommends approval of Site Plan Amendment 81988046F. 
 
 
APPENDICES 

 
A. Notice of Violation 
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