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Description  
 
The County Council’s approval of the 2018 White Flint 2 Sector Plan requires an amendment to 
the 2016-2020 Subdivision Staging Policy (SSP) to revise the boundaries of the White Flint 
Metro Station Policy Area (MSPA) and the North Bethesda Policy Area to include three 
additional properties:  

 
(1) 6000 Executive Boulevard (Guardian);  
(2) 6001, 6003 and 6011 Executive Boulevard (Willco); and  
(3) Parcels N208, N279, N174 and N231 (a portion of the Wilgus property).   

 
In addition to the boundary revisions to the Metro Station Policy Areas, the amendment also 
includes several technical corrections. 
 
Background on Metro Station Policy Area Revisions 
 
The approved and adopted White Flint 2 Sector Plan requires that the County Council amend 
the North Bethesda Policy Area within three months of adopting the Sectional Map 
Amendment (SMA) for the White Flint 2 Sector Plan.  It is anticipated that the White Flint 2 SMA 
will be approved by the County Council in April 2018.  
 
The White Flint 2 Sector Plan area is within the North Bethesda Policy Area.  In the 2016-2020 
SSP, the congestion standard for signalized intersections in the North Bethesda Policy Area 
Local Area Transportation Review (LATR) is a volume-to-capacity ratio of 0.97 (using the 
Highway Capacity Manual method), which translates to an average vehicle delay equivalent of 
71 seconds per vehicle. 
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The 2010 White Flint Sector Plan, which is adjacent to White Flint 2, exempts new development 
from LATR because new transportation infrastructure in the Plan area is funded through the 
existing White Flint Special Taxing District.  The 2016-2020 SSP confirmed the 2010 White Flint 
Sector Plan area’s exemption from LATR.  
 
The White Flint Metro Station Policy Area congestion standard for signalized intersections, 
which covers the 2010 White Flint Sector Plan area, is a volume-to-capacity ratio of 1.13, which 
translates to an average vehicle delay equivalent of 120 seconds per vehicle.  
 
Analysis of Metro Station Policy Area Revisions 
 
This proposed SSP amendment 
will permit a higher signalized 
intersection congestion standard 
for the Guardian and Willco 
properties, as well as a portion of 
the Wilgus properties.  These 
three properties will also be 
exempt from LATR requirements. 
All other 2018 White Flint 2 Sector 
Plan properties will follow the 
North Bethesda Policy Area 
congestion standard for signalized 
intersections.   
 
As illustrated in Figure 1, these 
properties are immediately west 
of the 2010 White Flint Sector Plan 
area and are in proximity to the 
existing and future White Flint 
Metro Station entrances, as well 
as new roadway infrastructure. 
 
In addition to amending the SSP to 
reflect the changes described 
above, it is anticipated that the 
Council will amend the White Flint 
Special Taxing District within six 
months of the SMA adoption for 
the Guardian, Willco, and Wilgus properties. 
  

 
Figure 1: White Flint MSPA with the proposed expansion for 
three properties in the White Flint 2 Sector Plan area. 
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Subdivision Staging Policy Technical Corrections  
 
In addition to the White Flint 2 SSP amendment, several technical corrections and revisions are 
proposed to the 2016-2020 SSP:  
 
 Correct the reference to the table number showing the intersection level of service by 

policy area. 
 Clarify that the de minimus threshold for performing a Local Area Transportation Review 

(LATR) traffic study is 5 or fewer peak-hour vehicle trips. 
 Correct the provision in the Silver Spring section that refers to Critical Lane Volumes 

(CLVs) and replace it with Highway Capacity Manual (HCM) volume/capacity ratios. 
 Update Section TL.4 to include Non-Auto Driver Mode Share (NADMS) goals 

recommended in recently approved master and sector plans.  
 
Recommendation 
 
Staff supports the proposed amendments to the 2016-2020 SSP to reflect the 
recommendations in the approved and adopted 2018 White Flint 2 Sector Plan, to add the 
mode share goals for recently approved master and sector plans, and to make several technical 
corrections and revisions.  
 
Attachment 
 
Draft County Council Resolution of Amendments to the 2016-2020 Subdivision Staging Policy 
















