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FORM DEVELOPMENT DIAGRAMS

2. BREAK DOWN THE MASS

1. STRUCTURAL ALIGNMENT

3. SHAPE THE TOWER

The existing structure at Bethesda Metro Center is composed 
of 3 primary gridlines (M, N and P ). The proposed massing and 
building footprint location are defined by the limits of this struc-
ture and the bus level drive aisles below. 

The building form steps back on the Northwest and Southeast 
giving relief to the main public space at the metro entrance and 
buildings to the North. The Northwest and Southwest corners 
push out, engaging the public realm. 

In response to the Metro access and Plaza  the building massing 
pushes back, creating an open and active front door for Bethesda.
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METRO

6. KEY FACADES

Key Façades are pushed forward to capture views and to create 
hierarchy and proportion in the massing. The Eastern forms also 
step in plan to help funnel people into the site and to open view 
corridors.

5. AMENITIES

The building amenities interact with the public spaces, to create 
a network of uses that enrich the whole development. 

4. ESTABLISH THE STREET

The ground floor and podium are sculpted to create intuitive 
and activated connection to central spaces of the site. Addition-
ally the lower levels respond and activate the Metro Plaza and 
Wisconsin Ave frontage.
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DESIGN GUIDELINES : REDUCING BULK
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EAST WEST HIGHWAY LOOKING WEST

ROOFTOP TERRACE & AMENITIES

TOWER TOP DESIGN
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TOWER DESIGN

EAST WEST HIGHWAY LOOKING WEST

BALCONIES AND MASSING
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Elevated just above the ground plain, the building amenities cascade out onto private terrac-
es overlooking the newly re-imagined central lawn and promenade.   

A  Village of Green Space Green Space Reference 

PUBLIC REALM
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The ground floor and podium are sculpted to create intuitive and activated connection to 
central spaces of the site. Additionally the lower levels respond and activate the Metro Plaza 
and Wisconsin Ave frontage. 

A Unique Retail Experience
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Where Multiple Flows of People Converge
Bailey Plaza, Ithaca, NY

And Potential Temporary Uses
Weekend Farmers Market

Featuring a New Subway Entrance Seamlessly 
Integrated with the Landscape
Dilworth Plaza, Philadelphia, PA

A Welcoming, Open and Flexible Plaza 
David H. Koch Plaza, NY

Featuring Active, Visible and Accessible 
Ground-floor Uses

A Clear, Intuitive Connection to Inner-block Spaces 
The Avenue, Washington D.C.

Outdoor Seating and Landscaped Terraces

A Well Proportioned Promenade
Bethesda Row, Bethesda MD (55’)

PUBLIC REALM

THE PLAZA THE PROMENADE

Located along the redevelopment area’s Wisconsin 

Avenue frontage. The Wisconsin Plaza will be designed 

as an open & flexible space that will accommodate mul-

tiple flows of people. The plaza will provide clear visual 

connections to the adjacent open spaces to encourage 

visitors and users to meander further into the site.

The Retail Promenade connects the Wisconsin Avenue 

plaza to the interior Central Lawn. The proposed de-

sign of The Promenade envisions a unified public space 

that works both for pedestrians passing through and 

as a destination in itself. The Retail Promenade will be 

lined by active ground floor uses. The Retail Promenade 

design will incorporate lighting, paving, seating, and 

landscaping that will be designed as part

of an integrated experience.
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Featuring Art Installations to Create Visual Interest 
and Draw Visitors

Transforming the Lawn into a Destination
The Piazza at Schmidt’s, Philadelphia PA

Activated with Retail Kiosks
Industry City, Brooklyn

A Flexible Space Programed with Temporary Events 
and Installations

Featuring Outdoor Seating and Permanent Art
888 Brannan St, San Francisco CA

For both Employees and Visitors
SUNY Simons Center, Stony Brook NY

A Place for Informal Gatherings
Village of Yorkville Park, Toronto

A Linking Space
SUNY Simons Center, Stony Brook NY

PUBLIC REALM

CENTRAL LAWN THE GALLERY

The Lawn is envisioned as a flexible, inviting green space. 

This unprogrammed space will be scheduled with “pop-

up” programs and events potentially including outdoor 

fitness programs (e.g. yoga), “movies on the lawn”, com-

munity events, and concerts. Moveable seating will be 

added to encourage visitors to interact within the space, 

creating a more flexible and dynamic space.

The Gallery will serve as an intimate outdoor passage 

that provides a north-south 

pedestrian link in the heart of downtown Bethesda. It 

will be designed to facilitate informal outdoor gatherings 

that will serve as both a place for employees, residents 

and visitors to sit and relax.
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TOWER DESIGN
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