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ACORN URBAN PARK (THE SITE) IS LOCATED IN DOWNTOWN SILVER SPRING, MD ON THE WEST SIDE OF EAST-WEST HIGHWAY (MD-410).  THE SITE IS BOUND BY NEWELL STREET TO THE WEST, KENNETT STREET TO THE SOUTHWEST, AN OFFICE BUILDING TO THE SOUTHEAST AND MD-410 TO THE EAST/NORTHEAST. EXISTING AMENITIES AND SITE CONDITIONS INCLUDE THE PHYSICAL SPRING WHICH THE CITY OF SILVER SPRING IS NAMED AFTER, AN ACORN SHAPED GAZEBO, AND TREES INCLUDING TWO LARGE CANOPY TREES (28" AND 38" DBH).  ALSO CURRENTLY ON THE SITE IS A VARIABLE WIDTH SIDEWALK BETWEEN 10 AND 16 FEET WIDE TRAVERSING THE SOUTHEAST SIDE OF THE SITE, PARK BENCHES, AND LIGHTING.  SIDEWALKS ALONG SITE FRONTAGE INCLUDES A 13' WIDE WALK ALONG MD-410, A 15' WIDE WALK ALONG KENNETT STREET AND A 6' WIDE WALK ALONG NEWELL STREET AT THE NORTHWEST CORNER OF THE SITE ONLY. THE SPRING HAS NOT BEEN ACTIVE SINCE NEARBY DEVELOPMENT CUT OFF THE FLOW.  THE SPRING IS IN A STONE GROTTO BUILT AROUND THE SPRING SUMP WITH AN APPROXIMATELY 4' TALL WALL AND STEPS TO ACCESS THE AREA.  AN EXISTING FOUNTAIN PUMP IN THE SPRING GROTTO HAS BEEN DE-COMMISSIONED. EXISTING UTILITIES ON THE SITE INCLUDE WATER SUPPLY TO THE PUMP AND OFFICE BUILDING, ELECTRIC SUPPLY TO THE SITE LIGHTING AND THE PUMP, AND A STORM DRAIN RUNNING FROM THE OFFICE BUILDING TO AN INLET ON NEWELL STREET.  TWO INLETS IN THE PARK EMPTY INTO THIS LINE.  ADDITIONAL UTILITIES IN THE RIGHT OF WAY INCLUDE SANITARY AND STORM SEWER MAINS IN THE STREET AND A WATER MAIN UNDER THE SIDEWALK ALONG NEWELL STREET.  UTILITIES ALONG MD-410 INCLUDE A STORM DRAIN MAIN TRAVERSING FROM THE STREET TO UNDER THE SIDEWALK, AN ELECTRIC MAIN WITH A VAULT AND A TELECOMMUNICATIONS LINE UNDER THE SIDEWALK, AND A WATER MAIN ALONG THE EAST SIDE OF MD-410. THE SITE PROPERTY INCLUDES AREAS OWNED BY THE MARYLAND NATIONAL CAPITAL PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION (MNCPPC), PORTIONS OF RIGHTS OF WAY OF ADJOINING STREETS AND AN APPROXIMATELY 31' WIDE AREA ADJACENT TO THE BUILDING WHICH IS PART OF THE PROPERTY THAT THE OFFICE BUILDING IS LOCATED ON.  THESE PROPERTIES ARE DOCUMENTED ON PLAT No. 19691 TITLED "LOT 4 & PARCEL 'A', BLOCK 'C', SILVER SPRING, 13TH ELECTION DISTRICT, MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MARYLAND." EXISTING SITE TOPOGRAPHY AND DRAINAGE DIRECTS WATER PRIMARILY TO THE SUMP INLET AT NEWELL STREET WHILE A PORTION OF RUNOFF WILL END UP IN THE SPRING GROTTO SUMP.  NEWELL STREET SLOPES DOWNWARD TOWARDS THE SUMP INLET AT 4% FROM BOTH THE SOUTHWEST AND NORTHEAST.  SITE SLOPES ON THE SOUTHWEST ARE A SIMILAR 4%, BUT THE NORTHWEST PORTION OF THE SITE INCLUDES THE SPRING AREA WHICH SLOPES DOWN TO THE GROTTO WALL AT 4:1 (25%).   DRAINAGE AT THE NORTHEAST PORTION OF THE SITE HAS BEEN AN EROSION PROBLEM LEADING TO SEDIMENTATION IN THE GROTTO DUE TO THESE HIGH SLOPES AND WATER RUNNING OFF FROM THE MD-410 SIDEWALK BACK INTO THE SITE.  EROSION AND SEDIMENT CONTROL MEASURES HAVE BEEN IMPLEMENTED INCLUDING A GRAVEL DRAINAGE CHANNEL AND EROSION CONTROL FILTER SOCKS. PROPOSED PARK AMENITY IMPROVEMENTS INCLUDE ACCESS IMPROVEMENTS TO THE ACORN GAZEBO AND THE SPRING, REVISED PAVEMENTS AREAS INCLUDE THE USE OF DECKING WITH DRILLED PIERS IN AREAS NEAR TREES TO LIMIT DAMAGE TO EXISTING TREE ROOTS AND LANDSCAPING WITH NEW PLANTINGS AND SEAT WALLS.
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