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From: Ann Lafferty
To: Huang, Wen
Subject: Re: SSI-NP - RE: Walk through the park with Mrs. Lafferty
Date: Tuesday, May 29, 2018 10:56:26 AM


Monica the neighborhood babysitter cannot attend meetings during the day.  
She and I walked through the park last night.  Her suggestions for improvement:
1)  if the playground is closed during construction "it will kill me", she goes every day,
weather permitting
2)  add a water fountain like we used to have
3)  picnic table at the playground that the babysitters can use, and don't have to move from
another area of the park.


I have sent her the website URL so she can see the presentation, options, and comments, and I
have encouraged her to come to the next meeting.
BTW I think the meeting notes are excellent, content is accurate and  very well-worded.


Ann


On Tuesday, May 29, 2018, 10:37:58 AM EDT, Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org> wrote:


Thank you, Mrs. Lafferty.


We will see you at the park at 1pm.


 


Wen Huang


T: (301) 495-2466 | F: (301) 585-1921


www.montgomeryparks.org


 


From: Ann Lafferty [mailto:lafferty_ann@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Monday, May 28, 2018 9:16 PM
To: Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org>
Subject: Re: Walk through the park with Mrs. Lafferty


 


Some neighbors will join us:


Nancy Nickell


Heidi Coleman


Edith Holleman
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Nancy and Heidi live across the street from the park, Nancy at Chicago and Boston and Heidi
at Chicago and Phila.  Edith and I live 1/2 block from the park and we are back yard
neighbors.


 


see you then!


 


On Thursday, May 24, 2018, 10:44:30 AM EDT, Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org>
wrote:


 


 


Mrs. Lafferty has been working closely with Mo for this park on protecting and growing the trees and
taking care of the plants. She is very kindly to invite us to walk through the park with her so she can show
us how the park is used based on her years of experience overseeing the park. I hope you all can join me
to the walk through. It will help us with the improvement concepts that will be presenting to the community
on June 12th.


 


Thank you.


 


 


 


Mrs. Lafferty,


This is the earlies time I can find to gather Parks staff. The next available time would be June 7th  11am.
Please let me know which time works for you.


Thank you very much.


Wen
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From: Sherelyn Ernst
To: Huang, Wen
Subject: Re: Silver Spring Intermediate Neighborhood Park
Date: Monday, March 19, 2018 10:04:26 PM


Mr. Huang, Project Manager,


Unfortunately, I will be out of the area at the time  you are holding a meeting about the Boston 
Park, but I would like to make a few suggestions. I have lived at 7805 Takoma Ave. since 
1973.


I often bike  and the sidewalk along Philadelphia Ave. is too narrow and decrepit to bike 
along, so I go over to the college to get from Chicago Ave. to Takoma Ave.  That sidewalk is 
also somewhat dangerous to walk along as one has to walk along a very narrow, decrepit 
sidewalk facing traffic.


Even more dangerous are the two bus stops at Philadelphia and Chicago Ave.  Students often 
crowd along this area waiting for buses.  I have measured off the options and feel it imperative 
that the street be widened at the bus stop area on both sides of the street to make it possible for 
the buses, in effect, to pull off the street as they pick up the students.  this will probably not 
even entail removal of any trees and will not impinge on any park concerns.


The Park people, maybe at our request, have cut down the poison ivy in the past, but simply 
cutting it down is not a solution.  It needs to be killed and ongoing attention given to the 
problem, so no child suffers needlessly.  


Your website indicates that there are ball fields on the park.  We have never seen any serious 
ball playing on the field, but the area is wasted and could make that possible.  A soccer field 
for organized teams surely is possible.  Also, the parking area seems to serve no particular 
purpose (a service based on past needs) and should be removed for more ample, structured 
sports.


The  park is no longer a part of Silver Spring Intermediate and needs a name change.  It has 
been so long that the tree on the Northwest corner has been down and not hauled away that I 
hardly notice one ay or the other whether or not it is still there.  


A nice job was done by the Park service with the basketball courts which have always been 
well used.


Thank  you for this opportunity to express these thoughts.


I have another concern not pertinent to the Boston Park, but I don’t know if the County Parks 
oversee the Sligo Creek trail.  More than two years ago a new path was bring created, 
including a bridge over the creek, at Sligo Creek and Piney Branch.  While this effort was 
handled so haphazardly it has been finished (except for possible stripes over Piney Branch) 
since last November.  New sod has been laid and tarred path is even in place.  In order to go 
along the Sligo Creek path one has to cross the street away some distance from the intersection 
and walk or bike along a very narrow sidewalk next to the street and towards oncoming traffic.  
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The situation invites an accident and there seems to be no reason not to open this part of the 
trail except that it may have been forgotten and the deciders that be do not have it on their 
agenda.  


Please, pass this message along to the appropriate person or suggest who I might contact.   


Jerome Ernst
301/801-6094
Jerome711@yahoo.com
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From: Megan Ryan
To: Huang, Wen
Cc: kg; Erin Carriere-Kretschmer; Sarah; Christie Ciabotti; Jen Miller; Jen Davitt; Lauren Marshall; Caroline Wadhams;


William Ryan; Karen Kent; Arielle Mir; Rebecca Davis
Subject: Re: Silver Spring Intermediate Park - Open Town Hall Forum reopened
Date: Tuesday, May 29, 2018 5:04:51 PM
Attachments: image001.png


Thanks Wen!


No problem! I would rather everyone have a chance to voice thier opinion and I completely
understand how hard it is to reach the average family these days. I have copied the message
below to the broader community through 3 community group list-serves so I hope you will see
a flood of comments come through the forum. I'll continue to remind folks one on one as well.
I added your contact as well if anyone had questions See below.


Cheers and best of luck!  We are excited to see what develops!


Meg


Greetings all, 


A few of us just gathered with Wen Huang and the planning committee for proposed park improvements
to the Silver Spring Intermediate park and playground (Boston and Chicago Ave park).


As you may know, there are some proposals for the improvement of Silver Spring Intermediate Park. 
Here is more information: https://www.montgomeryparks.org/projects/directory/silver-spring-intermediate-
neighborhood-park-improvement-plan/ These are the preliminary drawings and so far based on the
majority of views, these plans will be adjusted and simplified to maintain more of the current natural
essence of this park so they are no longer a good indicator of where the plan is headed but can still offer
preliminary ideas. 


PLEASE review plans online and VOICE your opinion if you frequent the park. 


June 5th @ 11:59pm  is the NEW deadline for submitting comments for the next community meeting on June 12th. The
link for online comment is:https://www.opentownhall.com/ 6221


This second public meeting will be on June 12th, 6-8pm at Sligo Avenue Neighborhood Park.


Please voice your thoughts as there has been very little commentary given the amount of folks who frequent our
park.  We especially need voices from young families and parents on how the overall space serves you and where
improvements are most needed. Thanks for your participation! 


Cheers, 
Meg on Boston 


Wen Huang | RLA, LEED AP
ADA Compliance Project Manager


Park Development Division | Montgomery County Department of Parks
Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission (M-NCPPC)
9500 Brunett Avenue, Silver Spring, MD 20901
T: (301) 495-2466 | F: (301) 585-1921 | www.MontgomeryParks.org
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On Tue, May 29, 2018 at 4:36 PM, Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org> wrote:


Meg,


 


Thank you for helping us spread the words. We were having concerns of the how to reach to
especially the busy young families. They usually don’t have time to come to our community
meeting and let us know their needs. Your help is greatly appreciated.


 


Thank you.


 


Wen Huang


T: (301) 495-2466 | F: (301) 585-1921


www.montgomeryparks.org


 


From: Megan Ryan [mailto:meglynn.ryan@gmail.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, May 29, 2018 4:34 PM
To: Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org>
Subject: Re: Silver Spring Intermediate Park - Open Town Hall Forum reopened


 


Thank you so much Wen!  I really appreciate your time and attention to listening to our
concerns and suggestions. It was great to meet you and hope we all gather around the best
intentions for our community shared space.  I'll share the link now to the community at
large. Thanks for opening the forum back up to comments. 


 


Cheers!


Meg


 


On Tue, May 29, 2018 at 4:15 PM, Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org>
wrote:


Hello Ladies,
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It was nice meeting you this afternoon. Thank you very much for the thoughtful and
informational feedback.


Here is the link of the Open Town Hall forum where you and your neighbors can submit
comments of the improvement project on-line.


https://www.opentownhall.com/6221


The new deadline is 11:59pm, 6/5/2018, one week before the second community meeting.
I am looking forward to seeing you there.


 


Wen Huang | RLA, LEED AP


ADA Compliance Project Manager


Park Development Division | Montgomery County Department of Parks


Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission (M-NCPPC)


9500 Brunett Avenue, Silver Spring, MD 20901


T: (301) 495-2466 | F: (301) 585-1921 | www.MontgomeryParks.org
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From: Megan Ryan
To: Huang, Wen
Subject: Re: Silver Spring Intermediate Park - Open Town Hall Forum reopened
Date: Tuesday, May 29, 2018 4:33:47 PM
Attachments: image003.png


Thank you so much Wen!  I really appreciate your time and attention to listening to our
concerns and suggestions. It was great to meet you and hope we all gather around the best
intentions for our community shared space.  I'll share the link now to the community at large.
Thanks for opening the forum back up to comments. 


Cheers!
Meg


On Tue, May 29, 2018 at 4:15 PM, Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org> wrote:


Hello Ladies,


 


It was nice meeting you this afternoon. Thank you very much for the thoughtful and
informational feedback.


Here is the link of the Open Town Hall forum where you and your neighbors can submit
comments of the improvement project on-line.


https://www.opentownhall.com/6221


The new deadline is 11:59pm, 6/5/2018, one week before the second community meeting. I
am looking forward to seeing you there.


 


Wen Huang | RLA, LEED AP


ADA Compliance Project Manager


Park Development Division | Montgomery County Department of Parks


Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission (M-NCPPC)


9500 Brunett Avenue, Silver Spring, MD 20901


T: (301) 495-2466 | F: (301) 585-1921 | www.MontgomeryParks.org
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From: Richard P. Cember
To: Huang, Wen
Cc: PeterK@takomaparkmd.gov; CindyD@takomaparkmd.gov; KateS@takomaparkmd.gov;


Councilmember.Riemer@montgomerycountymd.gov; councilmember.elrich@montgomerycountymd.gov;
councilmember.hucker@montgomerycountymd.gov; councilmember.leventhal@montgomerycountymd.gov


Subject: Re: Silver Spring Intermediate park plan comments
Date: Wednesday, April 18, 2018 12:54:10 PM


Dear Mr. Huang,


Thank you for your prompt and detailed comments and clarifications of the goals.


Richard Cember


-----Original Message-----
From: Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org>
To: Richard P. Cember <rcember@verizon.net>
Cc: PeterK <PeterK@takomaparkmd.gov>; CindyD <CindyD@takomaparkmd.gov>; KateS
<KateS@takomaparkmd.gov>; Councilmember.Riemer
<Councilmember.Riemer@montgomerycountymd.gov>; councilmember.elrich
<councilmember.elrich@montgomerycountymd.gov>; councilmember.hucker
<councilmember.hucker@montgomerycountymd.gov>; councilmember.leventhal
<councilmember.leventhal@montgomerycountymd.gov>
Sent: Wed, Apr 18, 2018 10:59 am
Subject: RE: Silver Spring Intermediate park plan comments


Dear Mr. Cember,
 
Thank you for your thoughtful comments.  We really appreciate you taking the time  to provide us
with important feedback on the proposed improvements to the park.   As a "refresher" project, the
scope of the improvements is limited primarily to addressing code compliance issues with some
minor enhancements.  As you probably are aware, this park was developed well before the
enactment of laws requiring accessibility and the treatment of stormwater.  As a result the park is
not accessible to people with physical limitations and there are areas with ponding, and untreated
runoff from the park is impacting the nearby storm drainage system. 
 
We've observed  that this park is well used by the community and we fully intend to preserve the
park's existing character including its mature trees.  Last summer we removed the non-native
invasive lower level vegetation, including poison ivy which was encroaching onto the very narrow
sidewalk alongside MD Route 410, while preserving the trees.  This minor improvement made the
space safer for pedestrians.
 
The goal of tonight's meeting is to listen to the community's concerns and present our initial
thoughts on how we can refresh the park to meet accessibility and environmental requirements and
better address the community's needs.  We hope to see you tonight but if you are unable to attend
please be assured that your concerns and comments will be considered along with the rest of the
comments from the community. 
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Thanks again for taking the time to send us your thoughts on this refresher project.
 
 
Wen Huang
T: (301) 495-2466 | F: (301) 585-1921
www.montgomeryparks.org
 
From: Richard P. Cember [mailto:rcember@verizon.net] 
Sent: Tuesday, April 17, 2018 9:54 AM
To: Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org>
Cc: PeterK@takomaparkmd.gov; CindyD@takomaparkmd.gov; KateS@takomaparkmd.gov;
Councilmember.Riemer@montgomerycountymd.gov;
councilmember.elrich@montgomerycountymd.gov;
councilmember.hucker@montgomerycountymd.gov;
councilmember.leventhal@montgomerycountymd.gov
Subject: Silver Spring Intermediate park plan comments
 
Dear Mr. Huang:


I will try to make it to the public meeting but I may not be able to do so, so here are some
written comments based on what is in the web page in terms of proposed changes. Please add
this email to the comments for the record from the public. I copy city and county council
members who may be interested. I believe the park is not within the Takoma Park city limits,
but it is a very important park for the city's Ward 1, where I live.


Please consider that the trees and brush which "limit visibility" also screen the park from the
noise and general unpleasantness of Route 410. The county has been removing roadside trees
and brush all over the place with often horrible results. I refer you, for a spectacular example,
to the church on the east side of Georgia Avenue just immediately north of the Beltway
interchange. The church parking lot was formerly screened by trees and brush from the
Beltway and the ramp. They kept out noise, ugliness and commotion and provided some
screening against fumes. Then the county took it all away. It is now ugly, noisy and full of
commotion. I walk through there all the time. Don't do that to the park, please! I know the
police like visibility, but that can't be the reason for everything.


"Potential new amenities may include a shade structure, viewing area for the fields, exercise
stations and additional walkway connections."


This is overkill. Right now the park is open and flexible. Don't clutter it. It is all used; people
use the spaces in an open and free manner. Many parks are underutilized. Not this one. Don't
fix what ain't broke!


Exercise stations are universally very little used, except when they are adjacent to running
trails, and even then not much. There is no running trail here. You will have a net reduction in
the recreational utility of the park in terms of what people will really use. You will add clutter
without significant use. This is not a park where people work out - it is a park where people
play.


Walkways will cut up the grass areas that are used flexibly.
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No "viewing structures" are needed. People set up volleyball nets of their own. People play
tennis. None of this is official. An exception is that Takoma Park soccer plays there. Maybe
the parents would appreciate a small area to sit. If so, put it somewhere where it will not block
open space! Other than that, you don't need viewing structures!


Trees provide shade for the playground. No shade structures are needed.


This is a charming, very well used little park. Please, please, do not overdo it with
"improvements"! Fix what is broken in terms of wear and age, paint what is peeling, drain
what is chronically wet, plant what is bare. There is plenty of that. And oh, by the way, how
about removing the tipped-over tree trunk that has been there for something like a year now?
In other words, maintenance - not "improvement". Otherwise, leave it alone. It is not a park
that you can improve on. It is a park that you can easily ruin. 


Sincerely,


Richard Cember
412 Boston Avenue
Takoma Park, Md. 20912








From: Ann Lafferty
To: Huang, Wen
Subject: Re: Walk through the park with Mrs. Lafferty
Date: Tuesday, May 29, 2018 5:52:45 PM


Thank you all (Wen, Mo, Andy and Andrew) for coming out today and listening, explaining,
etc.
I heard from at least 2 of my neighbors that they feel very positive about you all. 


Ann


On Monday, May 28, 2018, 9:15:42 PM EDT, Ann Lafferty <lafferty_ann@yahoo.com> wrote:


Some neighbors will join us:
Nancy Nickell
Heidi Coleman
Edith Holleman


Nancy and Heidi live across the street from the park, Nancy at Chicago and Boston and Heidi
at Chicago and Phila.  Edith and I live 1/2 block from the park and we are back yard
neighbors.


see you then!


On Thursday, May 24, 2018, 10:44:30 AM EDT, Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org>
wrote:


Mrs. Lafferty has been working closely with Mo for this park on protecting and growing the trees and
taking care of the plants. She is very kindly to invite us to walk through the park with her so she can show
us how the park is used based on her years of experience overseeing the park. I hope you all can join me
to the walk through. It will help us with the improvement concepts that will be presenting to the community
on June 12th.


 


Thank you.


 


 


 


Mrs. Lafferty,


This is the earlies time I can find to gather Parks staff. The next available time would be June 7th  11am.
Please let me know which time works for you.


Thank you very much.


Wen
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From: Roberta Bregstone
To: Huang, Wen
Subject: SS INtermediate Park
Date: Wednesday, April 25, 2018 9:48:51 AM


Hello Ms Huang-


I am at 610 Boston Ave, right next to the park.  My property sits well below the park and I
have regular flooding in my basement- most recently last July 2017 which caused a back up
and the burnout of one of my two sump pumps.  It took five months to get my basement back
to a usable space.  My sump pumps run continuously.


I also have a shared wall with the park next to my driveway and have noticed large cracks
appearing the past few years in the wall. I don't know if this is happening because of tree roots
near the fence or water issues.  I contacted MOntgomery parks last fall and have heard nothing
except a reply with a case number.


I support leaving this park as an open green space--it is one of the few places where kids can
really run on some grass around here.  It is already cluttered and covered with impermeable
surfaces with a tennis court and basketball court that are well used.  Please do not add
anymore impermeable surfaces.  


We never used to have soccer teams playing on this field until a few years ago. Now they are
busy with soccer practices (for small children) every Saturday morning spring and fall.  This
park should not become a soccer field for adult players.  My kids played frisbee and football
during their middle school years.  Now in college they primarily use the basket ball court.  It is
an essential place for kids in the area to run free.  Please let them have this.


thank you


Sincerely,


Roberta Bregstone
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From: Arlene Koby
To: Huang, Wen
Subject: SSI Park
Date: Sunday, June 10, 2018 5:42:18 PM


I know it’s beyond the time for requested responses.  However, I just learned of Takoma 
Park’s bio-retention/rain garden program.  I think that should be considered for SSI Park, in 
conjunction with the renovation.  I, along with many neighbors, identified water/flooding as a 
high priority concern for any redesign of the park.  Perhaps, this is already part of the 
discussion?


https://takomaparkmd.gov/government/public-works/stormwater-management-
program/bioretention-in-takoma-park/


Thanks,


Arlene Koby
7907 Takoma Ave
Silver Spring, MD  20910
301-509-8181
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From: Ann Lafferty
To: Huang, Wen
Subject: SSI park decay
Date: Sunday, April 1, 2018 3:11:20 PM


Hello Ms. Huang,
We still have rotting wood at the basketball courts.  I have written to the park maintenance and
also phoned in the issue, but it has not been addressed and is getting worse.
Is this part of your improvements?
thank you
Ann Lafferty 
812 Violet Place
20910
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From: Ann Lafferty
To: Huang, Wen
Subject: SSI park
Date: Wednesday, May 2, 2018 10:46:09 AM


Hello Ms. Wen -


I have a few questions regarding the process for the park renovation:
1) what is the goal of the renovation?
2) I understand you will have a 2nd presentation later this year, what will the process be after
that?  Will we be able to comment and amend that 2nd design?


thank you,
Ann Lafferty
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From: stephanie murphy
To: Huang, Wen
Subject: SSPark
Date: Sunday, April 22, 2018 3:52:12 PM


Good afternoon,


We are long time users of SSI Park. Our children grew up using this park. Now grandchildren are using the park.
We are thoroughly familiar with our neighborhood park. Now MNCPP wants to makes changes inconsistent with
the delightful nature of our neighborhood park.
The open green spaces makes our park attractive and inviting for a range of activities. Twice a week, a
neighborhood volleyball  team for over 20 years uses this park.  Neighborhood soccer teams use the park, early
mornings before families with children arrive, neighbors congregate with their dogs in the park and then disperse.
Yesterday, the park was filled with people. The parking lot was filled and cars crammed the street. People parked in
the No Parking zones which creates a traffic flow problem where the Boston Ave  narrows. Only one car can get
through when this happens. Please leave the parking lot as it is. Houses on the streets bordering the park don’t have
off street parking and traffic congestion is already a problem.
ADA changes are required. We understand that, but we hope they too will have minimal impact on the park.
Exercise stations - NO!  This idea may be appropriate for a much larger park (we  consider daily aerobic exercise
essential, but not at the expense losing the idyllic feel of our park. Dog features - Absolutely Not!!
The memorial bench stands as a symbol of what this park should be. A place where people are not herded on paths
that carve up the park into zones of prescribed activities, but a place where people find their own joy.


Sincerely,
Stephanie Murphy
Boston Ave
Sent from my iPad
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From: David Asch
To: Huang, Wen
Subject: Silver Spring Intermediate Neighborhood Park – Improvement Plan
Date: Saturday, April 21, 2018 8:31:31 PM


Dear Ms. Huang,


My wife and I attended the community meeting on Wednesday, 4/18 where you presented the
two options that you and your team devised. 


First, a few comments about the presentation and the meeting:


Your presentation was excellent. You explained yourself well and came up with some
options that you felt would best serve the community
Many of the people in the meeting were hostile and unnecessarily rude. We didn't speak
at the meeting because we were embarrassed by the hostility of our neighbors.
We hope that you weren't too disheartened by so much negativity. It was brave to put
forward your plans and it did provide a good starting point.
It was clear from the meeting that there was a demographic split between the people in
the meeting; the older people (the hostile and rude ones) were mostly indignant that
anyone would dare to touch their park. People with younger children may like the idea
of some playing fields for them.


Demographically, my wife and I fall in the middle; while we are younger than many of the
people who spoke, we no longer have young children. We also don't use the park much (no
dog, no kids at home) although we live a couple of houses away from the basketball court
entrance.


Our suggestions:


Address ADA compliance issues.
Drainage is the most pressing issue and the trickiest to resolve. 
There is not much enthusiasm for a manicured park or for formal fields.
It wouldn't be fair to other park users to have scheduled times for Montgomery
County/Takoma Park soccer games.At the same time, dog walkers shouldn't take over
the space either
Refurbish the tennis courts -- resurface, new nets, new fence - and discourage use for
anything other than tennis.  
Leave as much free space without paths/fields/gazebos/exercise stations. While we
agree that your option 2 is well designed and clever, we think that option 1 seems more
aligned to the interests of the community and is more in keeping with the characteristics
of a neighborhood park with free range options for all ages and interests.
Cut the number of parking spaces as you suggest, but do not construct a full-sized
soccer field.


Best Regards,
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David Asch (& Laurie Adler)
804 Philadelphia Ave.
Silver Spring, MD 20910








From: Dave Grossman
To: Huang, Wen
Subject: Silver Spring Intermediate Park meeting
Date: Thursday, April 19, 2018 4:23:28 PM


Hello,


Thank you again for holding the meeting last night.


I had suggested that a future meeting be held earlier so more parents
with young kids (and perhaps the kids themselves) could attend.  Along
those lines, I would also suggest that you check with the local schools
(especially East Silver Spring Elementary) so the meeting is not
scheduled when there is a school-wide event happening (as there was last
night).  That too would help with turnout of parents and kids who use
the park.


Thanks,
Dave Grossman


---
This email has been checked for viruses by Avast antivirus software.
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?
url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.avast.com%2Fantivirus&data=02%7C01%7C%7C746040decaf44a1124fe08d5a633685a%7Ca9061e0c24ca4c1cbeff039bb8c05816%7C0%7C0%7C636597662078925100&sdata=mfLzqiXHSirgf2WbIS4O7ojNuNdrebmIjrDdjJ%2Bg9cY%3D&reserved=0
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From: Andrew Malone
To: Huang, Wen
Subject: Silver Spring Intermediate Park renovations
Date: Wednesday, May 23, 2018 9:52:52 PM


Hello,


I am sorry I was unable to attend the first public meeting regarding proposed changes to Silver
Spring Intermediate Park. I hope to be able to attend the second. My wife and I often take our
toddler to play in the park, and we live about a half-mile away.


Of the two options presented, I am more in favor of Option 2.


Here are some narrative comments, some in response to other comments I have seen made.


1. I would like the playground to have a fence around it. Dog owners routinely let their dogs
play off-leash in the park. Some owners let their off-leash dogs come onto the playground. I
don't think this should be allowed to happen. (I don't think dogs should be off-leash in the
park, either, but everyone knows that and they do it anyway. The Park Police could make a lot
of money issuing citations early on Saturday mornings.) Dogs out of their owners' control and
on the playground with children present a safety hazard. The dogs also may urinate or defecate
on the playground, creating a health concern for children.


2. I agree that there is too much parking. I have never seen it even close to fully utilized. We
need to be doing a better job with stormwater management and drainage in that park and in
general. The parking lot is hurting those efforts.


3. I would very much like there to be fitness equipment in the park. It would allow for some
level of multitasking on my part while my son plays on the playground.


4. I support the addition of a gazebo or picnic shelter to allow people to have fun gatherings in
the park.


5. I support the addition of a trail to improve the ability to navigate within the park. The
addition of more soccer fields will present a need for paths for people to travel to those soccer
fields. They don't need to all be destroying the grass.


6. As few trees as possible should be disturbed. In particular, the mature trees around the
playground that provide valuable shade during the summers must be preserved. That said, the
sidewalk along Philadelphia desperately needs to be widened.


From the summaries I have seen of the public meeting, it appears I do not agree with many of
my neighbors. In general, I believe parks should provide features of use to as many people as
possible, and also act as oases of nature in our built environment. Most of the improvements
suggested are getting SSI closer to that ideal.


Best,
Andrew Malone
723 Twin Holly Lane
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From: Ronald Murphy
To: Huang, Wen
Subject: Silver Spring Intermediate Park
Date: Thursday, April 26, 2018 11:40:53 AM


Ms. Huang:
 
Thank you for the recent opportunity to share the community's thoughts about your
plans to change SSI Park. I live on Boston Avenue across from the park and have enjoyed
using it and seeing others use it for more than 30 years. I taught my daughter to ride her
bicycle in the tennis courts. I am familiar with its nature, its use, and how it integrates
with the surrounding neighborhood.
 
I believe that most users of the park would agree that among its most valuable features
are the open green area and the trees. I urge that you do nothing to alter either. The
addition of walkways through the space would destroy the open area, limiting options
for its use and changing the park's essential character. Significant construction would
endanger the health of the trees.
 
The park is already well-used by many people in a variety of ways, and I believe that
additional features such as exercise stations and dog amenities would add little to its
enjoyment. I understand that changes related to ADA compliance are required, but I hope
they can be accomplished with minimal impact on the park's character and visual appeal.
 
Finally, I prefer no changes to the parking lot. I do not believe the results of your study
accurately represent its use. Eliminating it or reducing its size will significantly affect
surrounding traffic. On a recent weekend, a large number of visitors were at the park,
and the lot was full. Excess cars were parked along Boston Avenue, which is to be
expected, but several were parked in the no-parking zone where the street narrows,
making normal use of the street difficult. The increased traffic endangers park users
crossing Boston Avenue to access the park. Eliminating or reducing the size of the
parking lot will make the situation both worse and more frequent.
 
Again, I thank you for this opportunity to express my concerns about changes to SSI Park,
and I look forward to the next meeting.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ron Murphy
701 Boston Ave
Takoma Park, MD 20912
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From: Janice Browne
To: Huang, Wen
Subject: Silver Spring Intermediate Park
Date: Sunday, April 22, 2018 11:30:05 AM


This park improvement project is so welcome in our neighborhood!
Unfortunately, I was unable to attend the meeting last week, but a neighbor shared the
presentation.
My reaction is generally very positive, but I would very much like to see mature trees preserved.
Would you please add me to your Contact list for updates about the SSI neighborhood park project?
 
Thank you.
 
Janice Browne
809 Islington Street
Silver Spring, MD 20910
jbshopdrop@gmail.com
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From: Maryam
To: Huang, Wen
Subject: Silver Spring Intermediate Park
Date: Thursday, May 24, 2018 8:06:46 AM


Dear Ms. Huang,


I'm writing pertaining to the proposed change to Silver Spring Intermediate Park aka Boston
Park. 


I grew up on Philadelphia Ave and Boston Park, as we used to call it, was where are the
neighborhood kids congregated to play. From horsing around on the jungle gym, to playing
tag on the open fields, the park was an formative integral part of my youth. As I've grown
older, I've loved watching the park continue to do the same for the next generation of
youngsters. 


Why change it? There is no reason to do so. The trees have been a source of beauty and
usefulness to the foliage; the tennis courts have helped many a Dad teach his little girl or boy
how to ride a bike; and that vast, wide open field, where could create and act any exhaustive
running game our little mind's could invent. Why deny our kids that ability? Why not let us
continue to share in the diversity of our neighborhood, letting girl, boy, Mom, Dad play
volleyball, exercise, or just enjoy the trees, the way we want to. They way we were intended
to. In open freedom. 


I ask you, please don't change our park. 


Thank you,


A Philadelphia Ave Resident
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From: Richard P. Cember
To: Huang, Wen
Cc: PeterK@takomaparkmd.gov; CindyD@takomaparkmd.gov; KateS@takomaparkmd.gov;


Councilmember.Riemer@montgomerycountymd.gov; councilmember.elrich@montgomerycountymd.gov;
councilmember.hucker@montgomerycountymd.gov; councilmember.leventhal@montgomerycountymd.gov


Subject: Silver Spring Intermediate park plan comments
Date: Tuesday, April 17, 2018 9:54:01 AM


Dear Mr. Huang:


I will try to make it to the public meeting but I may not be able to do so, so here are some
written comments based on what is in the web page in terms of proposed changes. Please add
this email to the comments for the record from the public. I copy city and county council
members who may be interested. I believe the park is not within the Takoma Park city limits,
but it is a very important park for the city's Ward 1, where I live.


Please consider that the trees and brush which "limit visibility" also screen the park from the
noise and general unpleasantness of Route 410. The county has been removing roadside trees
and brush all over the place with often horrible results. I refer you, for a spectacular example,
to the church on the east side of Georgia Avenue just immediately north of the Beltway
interchange. The church parking lot was formerly screened by trees and brush from the
Beltway and the ramp. They kept out noise, ugliness and commotion and provided some
screening against fumes. Then the county took it all away. It is now ugly, noisy and full of
commotion. I walk through there all the time. Don't do that to the park, please! I know the
police like visibility, but that can't be the reason for everything.


"Potential new amenities may include a shade structure, viewing area for the fields, exercise
stations and additional walkway connections."


This is overkill. Right now the park is open and flexible. Don't clutter it. It is all used; people
use the spaces in an open and free manner. Many parks are underutilized. Not this one. Don't
fix what ain't broke!


Exercise stations are universally very little used, except when they are adjacent to running
trails, and even then not much. There is no running trail here. You will have a net reduction in
the recreational utility of the park in terms of what people will really use. You will add clutter
without significant use. This is not a park where people work out - it is a park where people
play.


Walkways will cut up the grass areas that are used flexibly.


No "viewing structures" are needed. People set up volleyball nets of their own. People play
tennis. None of this is official. An exception is that Takoma Park soccer plays there. Maybe
the parents would appreciate a small area to sit. If so, put it somewhere where it will not block
open space! Other than that, you don't need viewing structures!


Trees provide shade for the playground. No shade structures are needed.


This is a charming, very well used little park. Please, please, do not overdo it with
"improvements"! Fix what is broken in terms of wear and age, paint what is peeling, drain
what is chronically wet, plant what is bare. There is plenty of that. And oh, by the way, how
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about removing the tipped-over tree trunk that has been there for something like a year now?
In other words, maintenance - not "improvement". Otherwise, leave it alone. It is not a park
that you can improve on. It is a park that you can easily ruin. 


Sincerely,


Richard Cember
412 Boston Avenue
Takoma Park, Md. 20912








From: Gregor Wallace
To: Huang, Wen
Subject: Soccer Mini-Pitch Ideas
Date: Monday, June 11, 2018 9:31:12 PM
Attachments: Mini-Pitch Construction Specifications.pdf


Mini-Pitch Before and After Photos.pdf
NYC Case Study.pdf


Hi Wen,
 
This is Gregor Wallace, we spoke last week.
 
Thought you’d like to see these examples of soccer mini-pitches. 
 
I can connect you with the people involved in developing these in Washington DC and across
America.
 
Gregor
301-547-5198
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Mini‐Pitch Construction Specifications 



SAFE PLACES TO PLAY



5,000‐8,000 sq. feet 



The Mini‐Pitch  
In communities where space is at a premium, 



the U.S. Soccer Foundation developed what we 



call the mini‐pitch.  These are small customized 



areas perfectly suited for organized soccer 



programs and for pickup games.  Mini‐pitches 



provide a quality playing surface for kids and 



adults, but they also transform the look and 



feel of neighborhoods. Below please find 



information to help your organization target 



potential spaces for Mini Pitch construction.



Mini‐Pitch Site Requirements
• Current concrete/asphalt surface



• 5,000‐7,200 Square Feet (typically 100‐120’ long and 50’ X 60’ wide)



• Current fencing (partial or completed)



• Surface is open, flat, acceptable for soccer play, and free of major obstructions



• Surface is new or in a state of good repair, with minimal cracks (1” or less in width) or



deviations



• No planned construction on proposed site for 6‐8 years, at minimum



• Confirm that landowner is comfortable with repurposing of space



For more information on Mini Pitch construction and other Safe Places to Play initiatives, contact Alex Bard 



at abard@ussoccerfoundation.org or 202‐872‐6660. 



U.S. Soccer Foundation | www.ussoccerfoundation.org | info@ussoccerfoundation.org 



Mini‐Pitch Site Preferences  
• Targeted Mini Pitch space is currently unused or underutilized (common targets are



defunct or underutilized tennis/basketball courts, parking lots, open recess yards)



• Availability for branding/logo placement on Mini Pitch surface and potential windscreens



• Potential to host youth development programming, such as the U.S. Soccer Foundation’s



Soccer for Success program



• Accessible to the public for year‐round use













Safe Places to Play



Mini-Pitch











WASHINGTON
jefferson academy











ORLANDO, FL
john h. Jackson community center











HOUSTON, TX
charles h. milby park











DENVER, CO
ricardo flores magón academy











PORTLAND, OR
vance park











NEWARK, NJ
gw carver elementary school











WASHINGTON, DC
capital city public charter school











CHESTER, PA
stetser elementary school











LOS ANGELES, CA
john muir middle school











HAWTHORNE, CA
memorial park 











SEATTLE, WA
beverly park elementary school











COLUMBUS, OH
linden park 











HOUSTON, TX
kipp southeast campus











BOSTON, MA
yawkey club of roxbury











DALLAS, TX
moorland family ymca











WEST VALLEY CITY, UT
granger elementary school 











PORTLAND, OR
davis park











CHICAGO, IL
john spry community school 











KANSAS CITY, MO
longfellow elementary school 



















In partnership with the Mayor’s Fund to Advance New 
York City, adidas and the New York City Football Club, 
the U.S. Soccer Foundation will enhance underserved 
communities by creating 50 new Safe Places to Play 
mini-pitches across New York City’s five boroughs 
between 2016 – 2020.



www1.nyc.gov/site/fund/initiatives/city-soccer.pagene
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nyc soccer initiative
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From: stephanie murphy
To: Huang, Wen
Subject: Wash Post column on parks in Montgomery County
Date: Thursday, April 26, 2018 5:35:38 PM


John Kelly’s column in the WP today discusses how he and Casey Anderson, chairman of the MC Planning Board
visited several MC Parks.  Mr Anderson has made it his goal to visit all 421 parks. Notable were his comments
about a small park Twinponds Conservation Area in the Colesville area. He commented that this park “even though
there were houses all around the park, it felt like you were out in nature. It’s not a big park. It doesn’t have a lot of
infrastructure or amenities. It’s just very beautiful.”  I think Mr. Anderson might enjoy the expansive green of our
beautiful little park.


Stephanie


Sent from my iPad
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From: Ann Lafferty
To: Huang, Wen
Subject: final comments
Date: Monday, May 21, 2018 9:19:03 PM


Hello again Ms. Huang-
Thanks again to you and your team for the ample time and methods by which we can respond
to the 2 design options you presented.  IN my experience, MNCPPC has been very responsive
and open to the community's opinions and has followed a good process.  This includes the
community garden effort (not widely supported but soil testing proved it a bad idea), closing
the parking lot, and upgrading the playground equipment.  As the SSI Park tree steward, I've
worked with several of the park managers:  Russ Arrington, Moe Turay, Mike Slebodnick, and
they have generally been helpful though focus has differed.  IN addition I've worked with the
arborists - Holly Thomas, Thomas Berry, Herb White, Jeanne Kavinski, Carl Sears, Andy
Driscoll.


You can see I"m passionate about the trees, in particular, and about the park, over all.  I
nagged about getting the bus stop upgraded (formerly was 1 decaying bench), etc etc. to keep
the park in good shape.  Including the rotten wooden beams along the side of the basketball
courts.  


In general I hope you are aware that the very tall trees in this neighborhood - largely oaks - are
dying or being removed.  This loss mean higher temps in the summer and less shade.  It takes
a long time for a tree to grow, and their success is not always guaranteed.  I've been lucky to
have contacts with the arborists to beg them to water the trees at SSI Park.  Most have
survived.  A few did not - also due to the fact that children climb the trees - where else can
they do that but the park?  


Ive paid closer attention to the park lately, and want to share with you that I saw a neighbor -
young man - and his father at the park one afternoon.  The son lives with his mother less than
a block from the park, and it was a contentious divorce and settlement.  We don't see the father
that much anymore.  But the day I saw them, they were very discreetly praying together, in
one of the "ugly" areas, shielded by trees.  A bit later I saw them climbing the trees!  


I'm looking forward to your presentation, and hope it will dispel some of the animosity I'm
hearing from several neighbors.  The rumor that Hans Reimer "is behind" the push for
improvement, and/or leveling fields for soccer, has been repeated to me variously.  In addition,
some neighbors feel that the Parks Dept "improvements" will disregard the community's
existing uses for the park.


I've attached 3 photos - one showing how comfortable 2 groups of people are, seated on the
retaining wall around the play ground (1 group of 5 teens, the other of 2 women), one photo
showing the father & son climbing a tree, and a final photo of some "unprogrammed" artistic
collage created at the park.


I also have some photos of ponding water in several areas, after a gentle 2 day rain, if that is of
use.


thank you,
Ann Lafferty
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812 Violet Place
20910


On Wednesday, May 2, 2018, 1:26:57 PM EDT, Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org>
wrote:


Dear Ms. Lafferty,


 


The goal of the improvements is to refresh the park to meet accessibility and environmental requirements
and better address the community's needs now and in the future. Existing recreational facilities and
mature trees within the park will remain.


 


In the 2nd community meeting, we will present more options based on the community input we received
prior to the 2nd meeting. So you have the chance to comment on those options. Depending on the
response and reaction of the 2nd meeting, we will determine whether we can move forward with the
design, or if we need to meet with the community again.


 


Thank you.


 


Wen Huang


T: (301) 495-2466 | F: (301) 585-1921


www.montgomeryparks.org


 


From: Ann Lafferty [mailto:lafferty_ann@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, May 02, 2018 10:42 AM
To: Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org>
Subject: SSI park


 


Hello Ms. Wen -


 


I have a few questions regarding the process for the park renovation:


1) what is the goal of the renovation?


2) I understand you will have a 2nd presentation later this year, what will the process
be after that?  Will we be able to comment and amend that 2nd design?


 







thank you,


Ann Lafferty








North Takoma Group
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1 World-class Jazz music comes to Takoma Park in JUNE by stkorn


2a HELP! We're drowning in your sump-pump water! by "Marcella Koplowitz"


2b Re: HELP! We're drowning in your sump-pump water! by "Stephanie Smilay" ssmilay


2c Re: HELP! We're drowning in your sump-pump water! by "Paul Barkley" monger8088


2d Re: HELP! We're drowning in your sump-pump water! by "Arlene Koby" arlenekoby


2e Re: HELP! We're drowning in your sump-pump water! by "Paul Barkley" monger8088


3a Leaf Blowers !!! by "Alan Cohen"


3b Re: Leaf Blowers !!! by kathyjentz


3c Re: Leaf Blowers !!! by "Anne Glusker"


3d Re: Leaf Blowers !!! by "Paul Chrostowski"


3e Re: Leaf Blowers !!! by "Mike's Email"


4 June 6 City Council Meeting Agenda (Mtg. is at New Hampshire Ave.. Re by "Peter Kovar"


1 World-class Jazz music comes to Takoma Park in JUNE
Tue Jun 5, 2018 7:19 am (PDT) . Posted by:stkorn


Hi all, I just wanted to give a heads-up to any music lovers in the neighborhood about an amazing
run of jazz shows happening right here in Takoma Park (at Rhizome) in June. 


From: Ann Lafferty
To: Huang, Wen
Subject: water, ssi park Fw: [NTP] Digest Number 5634
Date: Wednesday, June 6, 2018 8:29:27 AM


Hello Ms. Huang - I am forwarding the discussion below about water issues for neighbors who
live down hill from the SSI park.  this is just an FYI.
see you on the 12th,
Ann


----- Forwarded Message -----
From: north-takoma@yahoogroups.com <north-takoma@yahoogroups.com>
To: "north-takoma@yahoogroups.com" <north-takoma@yahoogroups.com>
Sent: Tuesday, June 5, 2018, 11:22:45 PM EDT
Subject: [NTP] Digest Number 5634


Messages
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Jazz Legends such as David Murray, Kahil El'Zabar and William Hooker, International stars such
as Paal Nilssen-Love (Norway) and Samuel Blaser Trio (Switzerland) and up & coming players
such as Chicago's Gerrit Hatcher and Charlie Kirchen will all be in town playing intimate shows at
the Rhizome house. 


This is a lineup I think any jazz club in the world would be proud to present, so the fact that this is
happening in an all volunteer-run, community supported space is really quite amazing. And for
most all we just ask for a $10 suggested donation / pay what you can which all goes to the artists. I
hope some of you can come out for a couple of these shows! 


Bill Cole Quartet (June 10, 4pm) 
Bill Cole Untempered Ensemble (June 10, 7pm) 


David Murray & Kahil El’Zabar (June 10, 9:30pm) 


William Hooker (June 15, 7:30pm) 


Paal Nilssen-Love’s Large Unit (June 16, 3pm) 


Samuel Blaser Trio, Zach Rowden (June 17, 8pm) 


Kevin Sun’s Earprint (June 19, 8pm) 


Charlie Kirchen’s Syfria Trio (June 22, 8pm) 


Gerrit Hatcher (June 24, 8pm) 


Jeb Bishop/Dan Ruccia (June 26, 8pm) 


JD Parran/Jamal Moore/Luke Stewart (June 29, 8pm) 


More info on all the shows is available at www.rhizomedc.org http://www.rhizomedc.org 







- Steve on Takoma 
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2a HELP! We're drowning in your sump-pump water!
Tue Jun 5, 2018 9:29 am (PDT) . Posted by: "Marcella Koplowitz"


Hello!
My husband and I bought a house on the corner of Piney Branch and
Philadelphia- that had been abandoned for many years. We've poured all of
our savings and a lot of love into the house - where we hope to stay for
many years and raise our 9 month old son.


In the past ten months, we have had THREE catastrophic storm-water backflow
incidents- where storm water has rocketed into our basement through the
toilet and caused significant and toxic flooding in our basement. Because
this is the third time the water has been too strong for our brand-new
backwater valve we've commissioned an extensive investigation into causes
of the pressure and discovered that several homes on and around Baltimore
avenue have their sump-pumps directly feeding their ground water into the
sewer. It is absolutely not the only cause of the problem- we are holding
WSSC fully responsible on their end. However, it was enough to be
considered a notable factor.


If you know your sump-pump feeds into the sewer line, please consider that
it is not only illegal to tap into the sewer lines- but it is significantly
affecting some of your neighbors down hill! My husband and I along with
our 9 month old greatly appreciate it!


Mara
on Piney Branch
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2b Re: HELP! We're drowning in your sump-pump water!
Tue Jun 5, 2018 9:41 am (PDT) . Posted by: "Stephanie Smilay" ssmilay


I don’t live on Baltimore and I don’t have a sump pump, but I just feel compelled to tell you how
much I appreciate what you’ve done to that house. Clearly a lot of labor and money has gone into
it. Thanks!


Stephanie II on Boston
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Sent from my iPhone


> On Jun 5, 2018, at 12:29 PM, Marcella Koplowitz marcella.koplowitz@gmail.com [north-takoma]
<north-takoma-noreply@yahoogroups.com> wrote:
> 
> Hello!
> My husband and I bought a house on the corner of Piney Branch and Philadelphia- that had
been abandoned for many years. We've poured all of our savings and a lot of love into the house -
where we hope to stay for many years and raise our 9 month old son. 
> 
> In the past ten months, we have had THREE catastrophic storm-water backflow incidents- where
storm water has rocketed into our basement through the toilet and caused significant and toxic
flooding in our basement. Because this is the third time the water has been too strong for our
brand-new backwater valve we've commissioned an extensive investigation into causes of the
pressure and discovered that several homes on and around Baltimore avenue have their sump-
pumps directly feeding their ground water into the sewer. It is absolutely not the only cause of the
problem- we are holding WSSC fully responsible on their end. However, it was enough to be
considered a notable factor.
> 
> If you know your sump-pump feeds into the sewer line, please consider that it is not only illegal
to tap into the sewer lines- but it is significantly affecting some of your neighbors down hill! My
husband and I along with our 9 month old greatly appreciate it!
> 
> Mara
> on Piney Branch
> 
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2c Re: HELP! We're drowning in your sump-pump water!
Tue Jun 5, 2018 10:24 am (PDT) . Posted by: "Paul Barkley" monger8088


Sump pumps are not the only reason for surcharges in the sanitary sewer system, and in fact I
suspect they are a minor factor. Houses built in the 50s like ours, and older homes, often had
exterior stairwells with a drain at the bottom. Those drains were connected to the sanitary sewer
back then, and it was not illegal. 


We forced WSSC to install a backwater check valve at our residence (13 feet below the ground in
a caisson) and they maintain it every year. It was the first in the area, because they installed the
demo model from the factory in Canada, and it failed because it had a hole in it, and they replaced
it.. It almost works, but still lets some backflow occur, probably when something gets trapped in the
closing gate and prevents it from fully closing. Fortunately, we know when to expect this and we
have a wet vac and can usually keep up with it as it comes up the floor drain in our utility room.
Obviously, that doesn’t make it acceptable. 



mailto:ssmilay@gmail.com?subject=Re%3A%20HELP%21%20We%27re%20drowning%20in%20your%20sump-pump%20water%21

mailto:north-takoma@yahoogroups.com?subject=Re%3A%20HELP%21%20We%27re%20drowning%20in%20your%20sump-pump%20water%21

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgroups.yahoo.com%2Fneo%2Fgroups%2Fnorth-takoma%2Fconversations%2Fmessages%2F45109%3B_ylc%3DX3oDMTJzdjR0NTNmBF9TAzk3MzU5NzE1BGdycElkAzEyNDU3OTYwBGdycHNwSWQDMTcwNTE3MTc1NARtc2dJZAM0NTEwOQRzZWMDZG1zZwRzbGsDcnBseQRzdGltZQMxNTI4MjU1MzU4%3Fact%3Dreply%26messageNum%3D45109&data=02%7C01%7Cwen.huang%40montgomeryparks.org%7C67dd5304fabb4203abab08d5cba921ee%7Ca9061e0c24ca4c1cbeff039bb8c05816%7C0%7C0%7C636638849650151112&sdata=UxTX4CH9j0TxUDmvN6gAt5K3BLowkUuX4GYX7R4iNzg%3D&reserved=0

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgroups.yahoo.com%2Fneo%2Fgroups%2Fnorth-takoma%2Fconversations%2Ftopics%2F45108%3B_ylc%3DX3oDMTM4YnZpdnNoBF9TAzk3MzU5NzE1BGdycElkAzEyNDU3OTYwBGdycHNwSWQDMTcwNTE3MTc1NARtc2dJZAM0NTEwOQRzZWMDZG1zZwRzbGsDdnRwYwRzdGltZQMxNTI4MjU1MzU4BHRwY0lkAzQ1MTA4&data=02%7C01%7Cwen.huang%40montgomeryparks.org%7C67dd5304fabb4203abab08d5cba921ee%7Ca9061e0c24ca4c1cbeff039bb8c05816%7C0%7C0%7C636638849650161108&sdata=QLZtGa67vwa2nmP84EsdPz34f2Mn0XtHBOZzVaAeNFg%3D&reserved=0

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgroups.yahoo.com%2Fneo%2Fgroups%2Fnorth-takoma%2Fconversations%2Ftopics%2F45110%3B_ylc%3DX3oDMTJzYXVyYXMyBF9TAzk3MzU5NzE1BGdycElkAzEyNDU3OTYwBGdycHNwSWQDMTcwNTE3MTc1NARtc2dJZAM0NTExMARzZWMDZG1zZwRzbGsDdm1zZwRzdGltZQMxNTI4MjU1MzU4&data=02%7C01%7Cwen.huang%40montgomeryparks.org%7C67dd5304fabb4203abab08d5cba921ee%7Ca9061e0c24ca4c1cbeff039bb8c05816%7C0%7C0%7C636638849650171122&sdata=tOSnxOgnnxxleNrBvfi%2FOSjLcfOgf2w4yywpLxpqnDE%3D&reserved=0

mailto:pbarkley@bluecrabsoftware.com?subject=Re%3A%20HELP%21%20We%27re%20drowning%20in%20your%20sump-pump%20water%21





Over the past 10 years, WSSC has sent engineers out to Boston Avenue—I don’t know about
Piney Branch and Philadelphia—a number of times. They conducted a smoke test, looking for
houses on the block with illegal connections, including downspouts, which would put a lot more
water in the system in a short period of time than a sump pump would. They did not find ANY
connections, which makes me question whether the test was conducted properly. 


Water is supposedly getting into the sanitary sewer from improperly sealed lines at the old Silver
Spring middle school property, now a park, but no one has ever found any open lines there,
despite WSSC searching for them during the smoke test. They have also inserted a balloon in the
sewer line downhill from us and opened a hydrant to force a surcharge and test our valve, which
worked during that test. 


WSSC just replaced sections of the sanitary sewer, as required by the (old) EPA, on Boston
because the pipes were cracked and letting sewage seep into the ground. Those cracks were also
letting ground water get into the sanitary sewer, and I had hoped that replacing the worst sections
(according to video inspection) would fix the problem. I found the WSSC engineer supervising the
work and discussed the effect of putting larger diameter pipes in the system upstream from us. He
claimed it would mitigate the problem because the pipes could hold more volume before becoming
surcharged; I argued that the lower section which still has the old pipes would surcharge anyway,
and in fact probably more quickly, because the larger pipes would get more flow to our section.
That appears to be the case. 


We certainly have enough people in the neighborhood who are suffering with this problem that we
should consider bringing pollical and legal pressure to bear on WSSC to fix this properly by
replacing the entire system. The last time I talked to an engineer in their office, she claimed that
the entire system was properly designed to specs and there was nothing further they could do, and
I pointed out that since it doesn’t work correctly, that can’t possibly be true. WSSC has been forced
to replace the entire sanitary sewer system for at least one neighborhood in Maryland that had the
same issue, so perhaps the time has come to take action. I can’t spearhead this effort, but I’m
happy to participate and lend what data I have, if someone else is ready to take the lead. This is
an issue that affects the home values in our neighborhood because it must be disclosed during the
resale process, so it is in everyone’s best interest to get a permanent solution to this. 


Regards, 
Paul 


Blue Crab Software, LLC 
http://www.bluecrabsoftware.com/ 
301.576.6447 
202.291.2011 


From: north-takoma@yahoogroups.com [mailto:north-takoma@yahoogroups.com] On Behalf Of
Marcella Koplowitz marcella.koplowitz@gmail.com [north-takoma] 
Sent: Tuesday, June 5, 2018 12:30 PM 
To: north-takoma@yahoogroups.com 
Subject: [NTP] HELP! We're drowning in your sump-pump water! 







Hello! 
My husband and I bought a house on the corner of Piney Branch and Philadelphia- that had been
abandoned for many years. We've poured all of our savings and a lot of love into the house -
where we hope to stay for many years and raise our 9 month old son. 


In the past ten months, we have had THREE catastrophic storm-water backflow incidents- where
storm water has rocketed into our basement through the toilet and caused significant and toxic
flooding in our basement. Because this is the third time the water has been too strong for our
brand-new backwater valve we've commissioned an extensive investigation into causes of the
pressure and discovered that several homes on and around Baltimore avenue have their sump-
pumps directly feeding their ground water into the sewer.. It is absolutely not the only cause of the
problem- we are holding WSSC fully responsible on their end. However, it was enough to be
considered a notable factor. 


If you know your sump-pump feeds into the sewer line, please consider that it is not only illegal to
tap into the sewer lines- but it is significantly affecting some of your neighbors down hill! My
husband and I along with our 9 month old greatly appreciate it! 


Mara 
on Piney Branch 
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2d Re: HELP! We're drowning in your sump-pump water!
Tue Jun 5, 2018 6:56 pm (PDT) . Posted by: "Arlene Koby" arlenekoby


Altho I am not in a position to head the group, I am willing to host a meeting. Do you want to wait
until after the SSI Park meeting to see if they address the situation, or do you want to meet before
that?


There are people in the neighborhood not in this on-line group. Anyone reading this—please check
with others you suspect might need a low-tech notice.


Arlene Koby
301-509-8181


On Jun 5, 2018, at 1:24 PM, Paul Barkley pbarkley@bluecrabsoftware.com [north-takoma] <north-
takoma-noreply@yahoogroups.com> wrote:


Sump pumps are not the only reason for surcharges in the sanitary sewer system, and in fact I
suspect they are a minor factor. Houses built in the 50s like ours, and older homes, often had
exterior stairwells with a drain at the bottom. Those drains were connected to the sanitary sewer
back then, and it was not illegal.
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We forced WSSC to install a backwater check valve at our residence (13 feet below the ground in
a caisson) and they maintain it every year. It was the first in the area, because they installed the
demo model from the factory in Canada, and it failed because it had a hole in it, and they replaced
it.. It almost works, but still lets some backflow occur, probably when something gets trapped in the
closing gate and prevents it from fully closing. Fortunately, we know when to expect this and we
have a wet vac and can usually keep up with it as it comes up the floor drain in our utility room.
Obviously, that doesn’t make it acceptable.


Over the past 10 years, WSSC has sent engineers out to Boston Avenue—I don’t know about
Piney Branch and Philadelphia—a number of times. They conducted a smoke test, looking for
houses on the block with illegal connections, including downspouts, which would put a lot more
water in the system in a short period of time than a sump pump would. They did not find ANY
connections, which makes me question whether the test was conducted properly.


Water is supposedly getting into the sanitary sewer from improperly sealed lines at the old Silver
Spring middle school property, now a park, but no one has ever found any open lines there,
despite WSSC searching for them during the smoke test. They have also inserted a balloon in the
sewer line downhill from us and opened a hydrant to force a surcharge and test our valve, which
worked during that test.


WSSC just replaced sections of the sanitary sewer, as required by the (old) EPA, on Boston
because the pipes were cracked and letting sewage seep into the ground. Those cracks were also
letting ground water get into the sanitary sewer, and I had hoped that replacing the worst sections
(according to video inspection) would fix the problem. I found the WSSC engineer supervising the
work and discussed the effect of putting larger diameter pipes in the system upstream from us. He
claimed it would mitigate the problem because the pipes could hold more volume before becoming
surcharged; I argued that the lower section which still has the old pipes would surcharge anyway,
and in fact probably more quickly, because the larger pipes would get more flow to our section.
That appears to be the case.


We certainly have enough people in the neighborhood who are suffering with this problem that we
should consider bringing pollical and legal pressure to bear on WSSC to fix this properly by
replacing the entire system. The last time I talked to an engineer in their office, she claimed that
the entire system was properly designed to specs and there was nothing further they could do, and
I pointed out that since it doesn’t work correctly, that can’t possibly be true. WSSC has been forced
to replace the entire sanitary sewer system for at least one neighborhood in Maryland that had the
same issue, so perhaps the time has come to take action. I can’t spearhead this effort, but I’m
happy to participate and lend what data I have, if someone else is ready to take the lead. This is
an issue that affects the home values in our neighborhood because it must be disclosed during the
resale process, so it is in everyone’s best interest to get a permanent solution to this.


Regards,


Paul


Blue Crab Software, LLC


http://www.bluecrabsoftware.com/ <http://www.bluecrabsoftware.com/>







301.576.6447


202.291.2011


From: north-takoma@yahoogroups.com <mailto:north-takoma@yahoogroups.com> [mailto:north-
takoma@yahoogroups.com <mailto:north-takoma@yahoogroups.com>] On Behalf Of Marcella
Koplowitz marcella.koplowitz@gmail.com <mailto:marcella.koplowitz@gmail.com> [north-takoma]
Sent: Tuesday, June 5, 2018 12:30 PM
To: north-takoma@yahoogroups.com <mailto:north-takoma@yahoogroups.com>
Subject: [NTP] HELP! We're drowning in your sump-pump water!


Hello!


My husband and I bought a house on the corner of Piney Branch and Philadelphia- that had been
abandoned for many years. We've poured all of our savings and a lot of love into the house -
where we hope to stay for many years and raise our 9 month old son. 


In the past ten months, we have had THREE catastrophic storm-water backflow incidents- where
storm water has rocketed into our basement through the toilet and caused significant and toxic
flooding in our basement. Because this is the third time the water has been too strong for our
brand-new backwater valve we've commissioned an extensive investigation into causes of the
pressure and discovered that several homes on and around Baltimore avenue have their sump-
pumps directly feeding their ground water into the sewer.. It is absolutely not the only cause of the
problem- we are holding WSSC fully responsible on their end. However, it was enough to be
considered a notable factor.


If you know your sump-pump feeds into the sewer line, please consider that it is not only illegal to
tap into the sewer lines- but it is significantly affecting some of your neighbors down hill! My
husband and I along with our 9 month old greatly appreciate it!


Mara


on Piney Branch
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2e Re: HELP! We're drowning in your sump-pump water!
Tue Jun 5, 2018 8:07 pm (PDT) . Posted by: "Paul Barkley" monger8088


I haven’t been following the SSI meetings, but I doubt that anything done there will fix the problem.
WSSC was never able to find any ground leaks into improperly capped pipes in the park, so that
might have been an urban myth. OTOH, they think their system is designed correctly and clearly
it’s not, so perhaps they didn’t look hard enough. This effort is going to require political pressure,
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more bad publicity for WSSC, and perhaps a legal effort to make it happen IMO. Just like they only
replaced a few sections of sewer on Boston Avenue where it was the worst to satisfy the EPA,
they’re going to do the absolute minimum they can get away with. They don’t even really care that
they get clean up bills because $5,000 here and there is a lot cheaper than replacing the system in
NTP. We don’t go after them anymore because we can’t wait days for an overloaded remediation
company to show up; it’s easier for us to contain the problem in the first place and deal with it
ourselves. However, we’ve reached our limit. 


We also need to start acting before a month or so goes by and everyone gets busy with other
things and thinks OK, maybe it won’t happen again. We all quickly lose the momentum needed to
take action. 


I would suggest that people who have had these problems contact the list serv and maybe we can
start with a meeting. Perhaps Peter has some ideas about how to make this happen. 


Regards, 
Paul 


Blue Crab Software, LLC 
http://www.bluecrabsoftware.com/ 
301.576.6447 
202.291.2011 


From: Arlene Koby [mailto:arlenekoby@aol.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, June 5, 2018 9:57 PM 
To: Paul Barkley <pbarkley@bluecrabsoftware.com> 
Cc: north-takoma@yahoogroups.com 
Subject: Re: [NTP] HELP! We're drowning in your sump-pump water! 


Altho I am not in a position to head the group, I am willing to host a meeting. Do you want to wait
until after the SSI Park meeting to see if they address the situation, or do you want to meet before
that? 


There are people in the neighborhood not in this on-line group. Anyone reading this—please check
with others you suspect might need a low-tech notice. 


Arlene Koby 
301-509-8181 


On Jun 5, 2018, at 1:24 PM, Paul Barkley
pbarkley@bluecrabsoftware.com<mailto:pbarkley@bluecrabsoftware.com> [north-takoma] <north-
takoma-noreply@yahoogroups.com<mailto:north-takoma-noreply@yahoogroups.com>> wrote: 


Sump pumps are not the only reason for surcharges in the sanitary sewer system, and in fact I
suspect they are a minor factor. Houses built in the 50s like ours, and older homes, often had







exterior stairwells with a drain at the bottom. Those drains were connected to the sanitary sewer
back then, and it was not illegal. 


We forced WSSC to install a backwater check valve at our residence (13 feet below the ground in
a caisson) and they maintain it every year. It was the first in the area, because they installed the
demo model from the factory in Canada, and it failed because it had a hole in it, and they replaced
it.. It almost works, but still lets some backflow occur, probably when something gets trapped in the
closing gate and prevents it from fully closing. Fortunately, we know when to expect this and we
have a wet vac and can usually keep up with it as it comes up the floor drain in our utility room.
Obviously, that doesn’t make it acceptable. 


Over the past 10 years, WSSC has sent engineers out to Boston Avenue—I don’t know about
Piney Branch and Philadelphia—a number of times. They conducted a smoke test, looking for
houses on the block with illegal connections, including downspouts, which would put a lot more
water in the system in a short period of time than a sump pump would. They did not find ANY
connections, which makes me question whether the test was conducted properly. 


Water is supposedly getting into the sanitary sewer from improperly sealed lines at the old Silver
Spring middle school property, now a park, but no one has ever found any open lines there,
despite WSSC searching for them during the smoke test. They have also inserted a balloon in the
sewer line downhill from us and opened a hydrant to force a surcharge and test our valve, which
worked during that test. 


WSSC just replaced sections of the sanitary sewer, as required by the (old) EPA, on Boston
because the pipes were cracked and letting sewage seep into the ground. Those cracks were also
letting ground water get into the sanitary sewer, and I had hoped that replacing the worst sections
(according to video inspection) would fix the problem. I found the WSSC engineer supervising the
work and discussed the effect of putting larger diameter pipes in the system upstream from us. He
claimed it would mitigate the problem because the pipes could hold more volume before becoming
surcharged; I argued that the lower section which still has the old pipes would surcharge anyway,
and in fact probably more quickly, because the larger pipes would get more flow to our section.
That appears to be the case. 


We certainly have enough people in the neighborhood who are suffering with this problem that we
should consider bringing pollical and legal pressure to bear on WSSC to fix this properly by
replacing the entire system. The last time I talked to an engineer in their office, she claimed that
the entire system was properly designed to specs and there was nothing further they could do, and
I pointed out that since it doesn’t work correctly, that can’t possibly be true. WSSC has been forced
to replace the entire sanitary sewer system for at least one neighborhood in Maryland that had the
same issue, so perhaps the time has come to take action. I can’t spearhead this effort, but I’m
happy to participate and lend what data I have, if someone else is ready to take the lead. This is
an issue that affects the home values in our neighborhood because it must be disclosed during the
resale process, so it is in everyone’s best interest to get a permanent solution to this. 


Regards, 
Paul 


Blue Crab Software, LLC 







http://www.bluecrabsoftware.com/ 
301.576.6447 
202.291.2011 


From: north-takoma@yahoogroups.com<mailto:north-takoma@yahoogroups.com> [mailto:north-
takoma@yahoogroups.com] On Behalf Of Marcella Koplowitz
marcella.koplowitz@gmail.com<mailto:marcella.koplowitz@gmail.com> [north-takoma] 
Sent: Tuesday, June 5, 2018 12:30 PM 
To: north-takoma@yahoogroups.com<mailto:north-takoma@yahoogroups.com> 
Subject: [NTP] HELP! We're drowning in your sump-pump water! 


Hello! 
My husband and I bought a house on the corner of Piney Branch and Philadelphia- that had been
abandoned for many years. We've poured all of our savings and a lot of love into the house -
where we hope to stay for many years and raise our 9 month old son. 


In the past ten months, we have had THREE catastrophic storm-water backflow incidents- where
storm water has rocketed into our basement through the toilet and caused significant and toxic
flooding in our basement. Because this is the third time the water has been too strong for our
brand-new backwater valve we've commissioned an extensive investigation into causes of the
pressure and discovered that several homes on and around Baltimore avenue have their sump-
pumps directly feeding their ground water into the sewer.. It is absolutely not the only cause of the
problem- we are holding WSSC fully responsible on their end. However, it was enough to be
considered a notable factor. 


If you know your sump-pump feeds into the sewer line, please consider that it is not only illegal to
tap into the sewer lines- but it is significantly affecting some of your neighbors down hill! My
husband and I along with our 9 month old greatly appreciate it! 


Mara 
on Piney Branch 
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3a Leaf Blowers !!!
Tue Jun 5, 2018 11:23 am (PDT) . Posted by: "Alan Cohen"


I've read that in addition to the inordinate amount of noise and air
pollution they disrupt the little ladybugs and god knows whatever else.


and for the sake of the birds and other living creatures - no unnecessary
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use pesticides and herbicides !!


https://www.citylab.com/life/2016/11/the-case-against-neighbors-with-leaf-blowers/506324/
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3b Re: Leaf Blowers !!!
Tue Jun 5, 2018 11:39 am (PDT) . Posted by: kathyjentz


I'll just leave this right here for folks who haven't read it before -


https://medium.com/@kathyjentz/venting-over-leaf-blower-use-a0f04e01e160


Sincerely, 
Kathy Jentz 
Editor/Publisher 
Washington Gardener Magazine - the magazine for gardening enthusiasts in the Mid-Atlantic
region.
Visit: washingtongardener.blogspot.com


Follow us on: 
http://twitter.com/WDCGardener 
facebook.com/WashingtonGardenerMagazine


-----Original Message-----
From: Alan Cohen cohenac@gmail.com [north-takoma] <north-takoma-
noreply@yahoogroups.com>
To: TP <north-takoma@yahoogroups.com>
Sent: Tue, Jun 5, 2018 2:23 pm
Subject: [NTP] Leaf Blowers !!!


I've read that in addition to the inordinate amount of noise and air pollution they disrupt the little
ladybugs and god knows whatever else.


and for the sake of the birds and other living creatures - no unnecessary use pesticides and
herbicides !! 


https://www.citylab.com/life/2016/11/the-case-against-neighbors-with-leaf-blowers/506324/
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3c Re: Leaf Blowers !!!
Tue Jun 5, 2018 12:07 pm (PDT) . Posted by: "Anne Glusker"
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Hear, hear!!   


Down with all leaf blowers, now and forever!!


And please, neighbors, if any of you ever see or hear anyone in our yard (7319 Baltimore) using
blowers, please please let me know! I’ve told the lovely boss of the crew that cares for our yard,
“NO BLOWERS. RAKES ONLY.” But sometimes the message doesn’t get through & I’ve seen —
and, arrrgh!, heard — errant blowers in my very own yard. 


------
Anne Glusker
646.404.2806


> On Jun 5, 2018, at 2:23 PM, Alan Cohen cohenac@gmail.com [north-takoma] <north-takoma-
noreply@yahoogroups.com> wrote:
> 
> I've read that in addition to the inordinate amount of noise and air pollution they disrupt the little
ladybugs and god knows whatever else.
> 
> and for the sake of the birds and other living creatures - no unnecessary use pesticides and
herbicides !! 
> 
> https://www.citylab.com/life/2016/11/the-case-against-neighbors-with-leaf-blowers/506324/
> 
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3d Re: Leaf Blowers !!!
Tue Jun 5, 2018 6:05 pm (PDT) . Posted by: "Paul Chrostowski"


This issue came up close to 10 years ago on the City Task Force on Environmental Action.Steve
Davies, who some of you might know, led the effort on this. I have testified several times before
council on this to no avail. I tried to get the City’s consultant to look at it in the greenhouse gas
inventory but they declined. I have also measured noise levels on these things and reported them
on this list serve and to the crew leaders all to no avail. It boggles my mind that our so- called
“sustainable” city has 
Not taken action on this when so many jurisdictions across the country and in Europe have. Most
of these blowers, especially the backpack models are probably in violation of the noise ordinance
but that never seems to be enforced. Any new ideas I am willing to help with but I’ve kinda run out


Paul C


Sent from my iPad


> On Jun 5, 2018, at 3:06 PM, Anne Glusker anneglusker@gmail.com [north-takoma] <north-
takoma-noreply@yahoogroups.com> wrote:
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> 
> Hear, hear!!   
> 
> Down with all leaf blowers, now and forever!!
> 
> And please, neighbors, if any of you ever see or hear anyone in our yard (7319 Baltimore) using
blowers, please please let me know! I’ve told the lovely boss of the crew that cares for our yard,
“NO BLOWERS. RAKES ONLY..” But sometimes the message doesn’t get through & I’ve seen —
and, arrrgh!, heard — errant blowers in my very own yard. 
> 
> ------
> Anne Glusker
> 646.404.2806
> 
>> On Jun 5, 2018, at 2:23 PM, Alan Cohen cohenac@gmail.com [north-takoma] <north-takoma-
noreply@yahoogroups.com> wrote:
>> 
>> 
>> I've read that in addition to the inordinate amount of noise and air pollution they disrupt the little
ladybugs and god knows whatever else.
>> 
>> and for the sake of the birds and other living creatures - no unnecessary use pesticides and
herbicides !! 
>> 
>> https://www.citylab.com/life/2016/11/the-case-against-neighbors-with-leaf-blowers/506324/
> 
> 
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3e Re: Leaf Blowers !!!
Tue Jun 5, 2018 7:21 pm (PDT) . Posted by: "Mike's Email"


The people who pay the bills for the service need to demand better equipment- protect our quiet-
ness, environment and the worker sweating it out so you can chill inside.


Sent from my iPhone


> On Jun 5, 2018, at 9:05 PM, Paul Chrostowski paul.chrostowski@gmail.com [north-takoma]
<north-takoma-noreply@yahoogroups.com> wrote:
> 
> This issue came up close to 10 years ago on the City Task Force on Environmental Action.Steve
Davies, who some of you might know, led the effort on this. I have testified several times before
council on this to no avail.. I tried to get the City’s consultant to look at it in the greenhouse gas
inventory but they declined. I have also measured noise levels on these things and reported them
on this list serve and to the crew leaders all to no avail. It boggles my mind that our so- called
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“sustainable” city has 
> 
> Not taken action on this when so many jurisdictions across the country and in Europe have. Most
of these blowers, especially the backpack models are probably in violation of the noise ordinance
but that never seems to be enforced. Any new ideas I am willing to help with but I’ve kinda run out
> 
> Paul C
> 
> 
> Sent from my iPad
> 
>> On Jun 5, 2018, at 3:06 PM, Anne Glusker anneglusker@gmail.com [north-takoma] <north-
takoma-noreply@yahoogroups.com> wrote:
>> 
>> 
>> Hear, hear!!   
>> 
>> Down with all leaf blowers, now and forever!!
>> 
>> And please, neighbors, if any of you ever see or hear anyone in our yard (7319 Baltimore)
using blowers, please please let me know! I’ve told the lovely boss of the crew that cares for our
yard, “NO BLOWERS. RAKES ONLY..” But sometimes the message doesn’t get through & I’ve
seen — and, arrrgh!, heard — errant blowers in my very own yard. 
>> 
>> ------
>> Anne Glusker
>> 646.404.2806
>> 
>>> On Jun 5, 2018, at 2:23 PM, Alan Cohen cohenac@gmail.com [north-takoma] <north-takoma-
noreply@yahoogroups.com> wrote:
>>> 
>>> 
>>> I've read that in addition to the inordinate amount of noise and air pollution they disrupt the
little ladybugs and god knows whatever else.
>>> 
>>> and for the sake of the birds and other living creatures - no unnecessary use pesticides and
herbicides !! 
>>> 
>>> https://www.citylab.com/life/2016/11/the-case-against-neighbors-with-leaf-blowers/506324/
>> 
> 
> 
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4 June 6 City Council Meeting Agenda (Mtg. is at New Hampshire Ave. Re
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Tue Jun 5, 2018 12:03 pm (PDT) . Posted by: "Peter Kovar"


Dear Neighbors:


Here's a link to my write-up on this week's Council meeting agenda:


http://www.councilmemberkovar.com/blog/2018/6/5/agenda-for-june-6-2018-city-council-meeting


Peter Kovar
Takoma Park City Council
Ward One
240-319-6281
www.councilmemberko var.com
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From: Edith Holleman
To: Huang, Wen
Subject: Additional comments on Silver Spring Intermediate Park
Date: Monday, May 21, 2018 10:21:13 PM


I have attached photos I took in the park on May 11 after last week's heavy rain.  As several of nearby
residents have already commented, the park operates as a sink when there are heavy rains because it is
lower than the surrounding houses.  As you can see from the photos, the basketball court is covered in
water as is the sidewalk by the tennis court, despite the swale that your staff thought would operate as a
drainage ditch.  As you can see, the swale doesn't appear to solve any problems.  In fact, it holds water
getting it out of the drain and makes a perfect mosquito breeding ground.  Without the swale, the water
would already be seeping into the ground.


I also walked through the park on Sunday night at 7:15 p.m.  There were some people playing basketball,
children on the playground, and children running in the grass.  Although it was not a particularly busy
evening, there were 10 cars in the parking lot, and Boston Ave. was parked from end to end.  It continues
to bewilder me that you want to reduce the size of the parking lot when it is necessary to meet the needs
of the people using the park.


This park does not need the major changes that you have proposed.  Leave the design as it is; leave the
parking lot as is as it is necessary in our very crowded neighborhood.


Edith Holleman
Philadelphia Ave.


Sent from my iPhone
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From: James Riley
To: Huang, Wen
Subject: Boston Park (aka SilverSpringIntermediate Park)
Date: Saturday, April 28, 2018 3:33:02 PM


Hello Mr. Huang,
I was told about a county parks meeting which discussed improvements and changes to the Boston
Avenue park (aka SilverSpringIntermediate Park). 


Many of the improvements sound like a forced plan being imposed to "predetermine" activities in the park
grounds.


My concern is the volleyball group which has been playing in that park for 3 decades.   It is a
neighborhood ad-hoc group of regulars and newcomers, of which I am a regular.   The park and planning
group must recognize that this volleyball group exists and plays there sometimes twice a week in the
summer.  We co-exist with children playing ball and soccer and others throwing footballs and playing with
dogs.  This happens successfully because all activities become coordinated and pick their places as
required on any day.


Parking is essential and must also be available for those bringing nets and equipment and for several
who drive to the park.


I hope my comments will be input to the plans, and that we need to retain the ability of impromptu groups
using the space.
Jim Riley
ajriley514@verizon.net
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From: Kenneth Maddox
To: Huang, Wen
Cc: Betsy Keeler; Karl Koerper; Maddox, Ken
Subject: Boston Park (aka SilverSpringIntermediate Park)
Date: Monday, April 30, 2018 9:41:00 AM


Hello - I'm sorry I missed the recent 4/18/18 meeting and discussion of use of Boston
Park but I'd like to add my thoughts regarding the past/present/future (hopefully) use
of the park area adjacent to the tennis courts between the tennis courts and basket
ball courts up on the hill that have been used for regular adult volleyball games over a
number of years.  The area shown by a dotted line arrow designated as the "Storm
area drainage" in your PDF Community Meeting link below is where we set
up.  https://www.montgomeryparks.org/uploads/2018/03/20180418_Community-
Meeting.pdf.


We regularly play on Sunday mornings and Wednesday or Thursday evenings in the
spring, summer, and fall.  The number of people varies (8-12), drawing from a much
bigger pool (20-30) on a weekly basis.  We normally play for 2+ hours, open to all and
in the past, when numbers warranted it, set up another net to accommodate players. 
A very nice way to interact with locals and visitors.  Drainage in this area has proven
to be a problem at times so any efforts to fix that would be a big improvement but we
do move the portable court around to avoid wet ground as necessary.  I note from
your meeting link notes that much of the park area would be soccer fields.  However, I
hope sufficient space would be allowed for these informal but regular neighborhood
volleyball games to continue. 


Karl Koerper has been coordinating the games for several decades and may have
submitted his concerns to you too.


Thanks, Ken Maddox, 301-565-3825 (H)
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From: Heidi Coleman
To: Huang, Wen
Cc: Hans Riemer; Riemer, Hans; tommy.heyboer; Roger Coleman
Subject: Comments Regarding Potential Plans for SSI Park
Date: Monday, April 23, 2018 11:41:33 AM
Attachments: Potential Plans for SSI Park.docx


Wen Huang,
Thank you again for your presentation at the recent April 18 Community Meeting regarding SSI Park.


I have attached comments for your consideration.  I would appreciate it if you could let me know that you received
them.  Thank you.


Sincerely,


Heidi Coleman
801 Philadelphia Avenue
Silver Spring, MD 20910
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Comments Regarding Potential Plans for Silver Spring Intermediate (SSI) Park





Thank you for holding the community meeting on Wednesday, April 18, regarding potential plans for Silver Spring Intermediate (SSI) Park.  We very much appreciated the opportunity to hear the Planning Department’s presentation regarding your understanding about issues affecting the park and possible options for addressing them.  Thank you also for the meaningful opportunity to provide input.





My name is Heidi Coleman.  My husband Roger and I live directly across the street from the park, at 801 Philadelphia Avenue (on the corner of Philadelphia and Chicago), with a view of the park from our kitchen windows.  We have lived in our home since 1982 (35+ years).





We love the park.  Our children (now grown) spent many hours there, using the playground, sledding, building snowmen, playing catch, learning to ride their bikes, having birthday parties, eventually playing basketball and tennis (with us or with their friends) and, best of all, exploring and running free.  We owned a dog for 13 years and would visit the park with him nearly every morning along with other dog owners in the neighborhood.  We use the park ourselves and enjoy its beauty (especially as it blooms in the spring and is blanketed in newly fallen snow in the winter).  And we delight in seeing it used by so many people in so many different ways.
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Issues that Should be Addressed


We appreciate that there are some issues that should be addressed.  We believe the issues that are most pressing are the water drainage problem and noncompliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).





1.  Drainage


The drainage problem is a very serious one.  Since there are hills in the neighborhood and (apparently) inadequate drainage, water tends to pool (very seriously, at times) in the park and many homes that are downstream from the park frequently experience flooding.





I do not know how to address this problem, but I believe it warrants a serious engineering examination to attempt to alleviate it, both IN the park and in the neighboring streets.  We recommend that this work be coordinated with WSSC.


I would note that trees can help absorb some of this water, especially in the park, and any effort to remove trees from the park (or the neighborhood) is very likely to make it worse.





2. ADA Compliance


We support making the park more accessible and bringing it into compliance with the ADA.  For example, perhaps the ramp that currently runs into the park from the Philadelphia Avenue side (near the bus stop) can be altered, so the slope is less steep and perhaps the steps that were once used to reach the old gymnasium can be removed.  





In addition, we would greatly support clearing (and possibly widening) the sidewalk along Philadelphia Avenue and improving its surface.  This would greatly benefit pedestrian and bicycling access and safety in general, in the neighborhood.  However, we would hope this can be accomplished WITHOUT the need to remove any trees.





We strongly object to both options presented, which would introduce a network of paved paths throughout the park.  We believe strongly that these paths are unnecessary, would overwhelm the small space and would destroy some of the greatest assets of the park … the open green space in the center and surrounding the tennis courts.





Feedback on Presentation





We take issue with some of the information and ideas included in the presentation and wanted to provide you with direct feedback:





1. Parking


The presentation describes a two-week study that was performed last May, which seems to suggest that the parking lot is underutilized.  While it is true that, at times, the parking lot is not fully used; it is also true that, at other times, all of the spaces are needed.  See the photo (below) from this past Saturday, April 21.








As was pointed out during the community meeting, the study was conducted around Memorial Day weekend, when many families are away and when neighborhood soccer is not in session.  Also, it rained nearly half of the days during the study.  





Further, the options seem to contemplate increased use of the park for neighborhood soccer.  If this were to occur, the parking needs would be even greater.
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We request that the parking lot NOT be reduced.  Besides, any construction to the parking lot is likely to create additional disruption and potentially damage the vulnerable trees in the park.





2. Proposals to Create Separate Green Spaces


There is not a lot of green space remaining in this part of the County.  There have been previous proposals to “improve” this park (e.g., proposing options for the gymnasium before it was removed, a proposal to introduce a community garden and others).  Each time, the neighboring community expressed its very strong desire to keep development to a minimum.   








The park’s greatest asset is its open green space.  Both options propose to separate these spaces with paved paths into 2 or 3 distinct playing fields.  These proposals would greatly diminish the quality of our park and would greatly alter its essential nature.  We, once again, strongly urge you to refrain from over-developing this rare and small jewel of a space in our community.  As many community members expressed at the public meeting, 


LESS is MORE!
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3. Needs of Dog Walkers


This is a very popular park for dog owners and their pets.  We agree that certain amenities for the dogs would be helpful, but we do NOT agree with many of the amenities proposed.





We agree that there is NOT adequate space (nor is there a desire) for a formal or enclosed “dog park”.  We do NOT support the proposals for paved paths or “apparatus”.  Dog walkers do NOT need a path within the park to walk their dogs.  They generally get their walk on streets in the neighborhood, e.g., on the way to and from the park.  And they do NOT need “apparatus” of any kind to “entertain” their dogs.  What the dogs (and their owners) enjoy most is the opportunity to congregate in a wide open green space and allow the dogs to chase balls, sticks and the like.  Described below are two modest dog-related improvements that we would support.





Modest Requests


There are some improvements that we would welcome.  They are all modest, would not change the essential character of the park and (we believe) would not raise objections by other neighbors.





1. Water Fountain


There used to be a water fountain near the basketball courts and parking lot.  It was removed many years ago.  We would support (and appreciate) the reinstallation of a water fountain (either there or near the tennis courts).  In fact, if it could include various heights (e.g., for adults, children and dogs), that would be most welcome and a great improvement to the park.





2. Dog Bag Stations 


We appreciate the recent introduction of “dog bag stations”, since the park is regularly used by dog owners.  However, it is also critically important that these dispensers be maintained, so the bags don’t run out.





3. Tennis Court


The tennis courts are used regularly, but the backboard is not large enough and is of poor quality.  We would welcome a better backboard.





In addition, “pickle ball” is becoming more popular and we would welcome the application of pickle ball lines on both of the tennis courts.  This would be very simple to do and would not interfere with tennis.  (Generally, they are installed in a different, more muted, color.)





4. More Picnic Tables


The picnic tables are useful for those watching basketball or soccer practices, looking after children in the playground, hosting birthday parties and other outdoor gatherings, etc.  It is convenient to be able to lift and move them, as needed.  We would support more picnic tables (perhaps of a composite material that will be weather resistant?).





Please Maintain the Things We Value Most





1. 


2. The Trees!  


We’ve already lost some of the mature ones.  We don’t want to lose any more.  And they are vulnerable during construction.  So we ask that construction be kept to a minimum and that great care be taken if it proceeds.  





Many of the small ones were selected recently as a way of replacing the ones that were lost.  They add great beauty to the park.  Please do not let us lose them.
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3. The Green Open Space


As described above, this is what we value most.  Please DO NOT break up the space.





4. The Parking Spaces


As noted above, they are needed.  And construction is likely to cause damage to trees in the park.





5. The Basketball Courts


We appreciate the recent improvements to the courts.  They are very popular and are used regularly by a wide variety of people.  We appreciate also the retaining wall surrounding the courts, which provides a place to sit, and the additional trash receptacles.  





6. The Tennis Courts


The Tennis Courts are used regularly for tennis.  We believe they may be used more often, if pickle ball lines are installed and the backboard is improved.  As noted during the community meeting, when tennis players are not waiting, some people use the courts for other purposes, such as teaching a young child to ride a bicycle, or allowing toddlers or puppies to run around in an enclosed space.  We hope you will maintain the courts and NOT remove the door. 


7. 





8. Sledding Hills 


The presentation proposes the “addition” of a “sledding hill.” Young children already sled here.  They also sled on the slope that runs from Philadelphia Avenue toward the tennis court.  Older kids go to Takoma Middle School for a steeper and longer ride.
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Process


[bookmark: _GoBack]At the Community Meeting, planning officials assured us that the options presented are NOT set in stone and were intended merely as “strawmen” to elicit community input.  We were assured that the Planning Department sincerely desired community input and would take it into consideration.  We were informed that new options would be developed in response to that input and that another meeting would be held to provide the community with a meaningful opportunity to provide comments on the revised options.





We greatly appreciate your interest in our opinions and your responsiveness.  We look forward to seeing the revised options and continuing to participate in your process.





With sincere appreciation,





Heidi Coleman


801 Philadelphia Avenue


Silver Spring, MD 20910
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From: Peter Kovar
To: Huang, Wen
Subject: Comments on Silver Spring Intermediate Park
Date: Wednesday, April 18, 2018 6:05:14 PM


Good afternoon Mr, Huang --


I'm unable to attend the meeting about the park because our City Council meeting conflicts
with it. There are three issues about the park I'd like to bring to your attention as follows.


1. A number of residents along Boston Avenue support added fencing on that edge of the park
in order to help ensure that young children entering and leaving the park do so through a more
controlled passage, making them less likely to be endangered by passing cars.


2. On the Philadelphia Avenue end of the park there is often poison ivy and other weeds that
make is difficult to pass on the already narrow sidewalk. Any steps your office can take to cut
back on the weeds, improve the fence and if possible upgrade the sidewalk would be
appreciated.


3. The park is the site of a memorial bench and area honoring Miles Reinke, a beloved young
man from the neighborhood who tragically passed away a couple of years ago. Whatever other
changes are made to the park, it's essential that this memorial be preserved. It would be helpful
to install a drainage system to keep that part of the park less boggy following rain storms.


Thanks for your attention to these matters. I would be glad to answer any questions about
them or discuss them with you as needed.


Peter Kovar
Takoma Park City Council
Ward One
240-319-6281
www.councilmemberkovar.com
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From: Edith Holleman
To: Huang, Wen
Subject: Comments: Silver Spring Intermediate Park
Date: Monday, April 30, 2018 11:03:57 PM
Attachments: Silver Spring park.docx


I am attaching my comments in a Word file.  Let me know if you cannot open them.
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I am writing to oppose both Option 1 and Option 2 proposed by your department for the Silver Spring Intermediate Park.  These options will turn a small, heavily used, free-play neighborhood park into an over-designed park for organized play that is not its purpose. They ignore both the designated and actual use of the park and the views of its neighbors. 


Silver Spring Intermediate Park is a neighborhood park.  A neighborhood park is defined by your organization as a small, 2-3 acre park providing informal leisure and recreation in heavily populated areas that most users walk to.  It may have sitting areas, a playground, informal fields, and tennis and basketball courts. This is exactly what this park has already has, yet Parks and Planning wants to add a soccer field and one or two more athletic fields and concrete paths.  These proposals not only violate your own definition of a neighborhood park but appear to be the result of requests from organizations outside of the neighborhood who covet the green space now used by the community for free play and informal community activities and conversations.  


This neighborhood is a diverse and welcoming one.  We border the county’s largest community college, and we often see students in the park studying, talking and shooting a few baskets.  Our park is available to anyone who wants to use it for the informal play and recreation opportunities it offers.  We are committed to our park and its informal uses. Twenty years ago, a small group tried to remove the basketball court and parking lot because it attracted “undesirables.”  We successfully fought that effort.  My daughter, who was then 12 years old, was an integral part of that effort. The court remains today, and it is heavily used by people both from inside and outside the neighborhood.  A more recent effort by a county council member to turn a large portion of the park into community gardens was also defeated by neighbors.


How is the park used?  On Saturdays and in the evenings, the parking lot is often full – as it was this past Saturday morning with many more cars parked on Boston and Chicago Avenues.  Many of these park users are not from the immediate neighborhood, but they use the park as it is currently designed, and we welcome them.  For example, 15-20 3-5 year-olds from the Takoma Park Soccer program were practicing kicking the ball in one area.  They don’t play a game because, as one father explained to me, they are too young for that.  Next to the tennis court, 10-15 3-5-year-olds were practicing hitting a tennis ball.  They are affiliated with the Mid-Atlantic Tennis Association, a US Tennis Association section covering Maryland, Virginia, the District of Columbia and West Virginia – hardly a neighborhood organization.  When they finish their training, they are promised time in the playground.  Both groups appeared to be doing quite well without a “formal” field.  And there was plenty of room left for free play.


Every day, the park’s open space is where neighbors with dogs meet and talk, parents play with their children, throwing footballs and baseballs, kicking soccer balls and just generally running around, and families have informal picnics.  You have already heard about the multi-use of the tennis courts for bicycle and scooter training, child “containment,” and dog exercise and training.  When it snows, the small slopes are perfect for sledding by young children.  Until recently, an informal neighborhood volleyball game was held in the park every Sunday morning.  However, without consultation, Parks and Planning decided to put a swale right through their playing area, and they were forced to move into another section of the park. 


All of these activities define a neighborhood park, and Silver Spring Park works exactly as it is supposed to and as currently designed.


. 


I do not object to making the park more accessible for handicapped persons, but we do not need concrete “trails.”  The drainage problems are difficult, and we have mostly accepted that the entire park is wet when it rains.  


Silver Spring Intermediate Park has worked well for this neighborhood for over 40 years. Adding fields for organized play will only attract more out-of-neighborhood users at the same time the reduced parking lot will push their vehicles into neighboring streets already filled with cars.  There is no logic to these plans.










From: Amanda Vierling
To: Huang, Wen
Subject: Feedback on Silver Spring Intermediate Park/Parks in general
Date: Monday, April 16, 2018 3:21:17 PM


Dear Wen Huang, 


I wanted to offer a small bit of feedback on the proposed updating of the park. I
live near Wheaton Regional and Kemp Mill. Those two parks have recently been
updated. We no longer use them because we do not like the new layouts. I suggest
these comparisons as lessons learned for planning the Silver Spring park upgrades:


1. There are too many rope climbing things and not enough solid structures. One
rope structure thing is plenty for any one park. 


2. Too many (large) slides that are situated so that caregivers cannot get from top
to bottom quickly. We took the kids to Wheaton Regional and one of us was at the
bottom of the slides and another adult was at the top. The one at Kemp Mill is atop
a rope structure. Children get up high, get scared, and it is hard to extract them.


3. My sister said the layout of both parks are terrible and made it hard to keep
track of her two young children. Please keep parents of small children in mind.
Clemonjontri Park in McLean is an example of a young child friendly park. It is easy
to quickly cross the park to reach a child and it is one level. The playground at the
Rio is another good playground. 


It is frustrating that so many of our playgrounds are being chopped up with walls
and weird levels and it makes it harder for caregivers. I truly don't understand why
Wheaton is laid out the way it is - what may make it slightly more accessible for
some makes it less accessible for others. I won't take my young niece and nephew
together to either Kemp Mill Urban or Wheaton by myself because of the layout. We
had a perfectly good playground at Kemp Mill and I am hugely disappointed in what
we received. Please don't inflict that on anyone else. 


4. Please ensure there is an enclosure. When Kemp Mill Urban Park reopened, there
was nothing blocking children from the road. 


5. Please include shade. We have very little shade, and the nice arbor that came
around the side of the pond at Kemp Mill is gone. It is sorely missed, as it was a
great place to sit and relax. There is another large park in Germantown that we do
not visit on hot summer days because it is unbearable without shade. Trees make
lovely shade and are prettier than structures. 


Thank you for your consideration.


Amanda Vierling
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From: Huang, Wen
To: James Riley
Subject: RE: Boston Park (aka SilverSpringIntermediate Park)
Date: Monday, April 30, 2018 10:27:00 AM


Dear Mr. Riley,
 
Thank you for sending me this email about the volleyball group. I’ve seen your group playing
volleyball during my site visits and also received an email from the community about your twice a
week activity. The fields that we proposed to regrade and resize are multi-purpose open play areas
and can be used for many different outdoor activities, I don’t think it should cause the conflicts
between the activities you mentioned. Plus it should allow for better on-site drainage.
 
The plans and the presentation can now be viewed on line and you can make comments to the
improvements. Please see the email below. If you have time, please leave your comments on the
Open Town Hall Forum linked below.
 
Meanwhile, your request is received and will be taken into consideration along with other
community comments. Thank you very much for spending the time to send us your feedback.
 
Sincerely,
Wen Huang
--------------------------------------------------
Good afternoon,
 
Thank you for your interest in the Silver Spring Intermediate Neighborhood Park Improvement Plan.  
Montgomery Parks is working to improve the park to meet accessibility and environmental
requirements, and we are seeking public input.    The first community meeting was held on April, 18,
2018.  At the meeting two concept plans were proposed.  To read background on the project and
view the presentation from the community meeting visit the park project page.   Notes from the
meeting will be added soon.
 
For those that were unable to attend the meeting,  we still want to hear from you!   Please add your
comments and suggestion on our Open Town Hall forum.  Please feel free to forward this link to
interested members of the community.
 
Comments are being accepted until May 25, 2018.   Parks staff will then use the public input from the
community meeting and online forum to update the concept plans.  A second community meeting
will be held to present updated plans.
 
Thank you,
 
Erin Pant
Public Relations & Outreach Specialist
Montgomery Parks
(O) 301.650.2867 | (C) 240.444.4956
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Erin.Pant@MontgomeryParks.org
Like us on Facebook www.Facebook.com/MontgomeryParks
Follow us on Twitter www.Twitter.com/MontgomeryParks
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 
 
Wen Huang
T: (301) 495-2466 | F: (301) 585-1921
www.montgomeryparks.org
 
From: James Riley [mailto:ajriley514@verizon.net] 
Sent: Saturday, April 28, 2018 3:33 PM
To: Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org>
Subject: Boston Park (aka SilverSpringIntermediate Park)
 
Hello Mr. Huang,
I was told about a county parks meeting which discussed improvements and changes to the Boston
Avenue park (aka SilverSpringIntermediate Park). 


Many of the improvements sound like a forced plan being imposed to "predetermine" activities in the park
grounds.


My concern is the volleyball group which has been playing in that park for 3 decades.   It is a
neighborhood ad-hoc group of regulars and newcomers, of which I am a regular.   The park and planning
group must recognize that this volleyball group exists and plays there sometimes twice a week in the
summer.  We co-exist with children playing ball and soccer and others throwing footballs and playing with
dogs.  This happens successfully because all activities become coordinated and pick their places as
required on any day.


Parking is essential and must also be available for those bringing nets and equipment and for several
who drive to the park.


I hope my comments will be input to the plans, and that we need to retain the ability of impromptu groups
using the space.
Jim Riley
ajriley514@verizon.net
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From: Huang, Wen
To: Kenneth Maddox
Cc: Betsy Keeler; Karl Koerper
Subject: RE: Boston Park (aka SilverSpringIntermediate Park)
Date: Monday, April 30, 2018 10:41:00 AM


Hello Mr. Maddox,
 
Thank you for your email regarding the volleyball group. I also received an email from Mr. James
Riley. The fields that we proposed to regrade and resize are multi-purpose open play areas and can
be used for many different outdoor activities. We are hoping that the proposed improvements will
make the surfaces play more comfortable and allow for better on-site drainage.
 
We’ve set up an on-line comment link especially for those who were unable to attend the
community meeting. If you have time available, please visit our Open Town Hall forum and add your
comments and suggestions.
 
Meanwhile, your request is received and will be taken into consideration along with other
community comments. Thank you very much for spending the time to send us your feedback.
 
 
Wen Huang
T: (301) 495-2466 | F: (301) 585-1921
www.montgomeryparks.org
 


From: Kenneth Maddox [mailto:kenmaddox@comcast.net] 
Sent: Saturday, April 28, 2018 3:15 PM
To: Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org>
Cc: Betsy Keeler <bets.keeler@gmail.com>; Karl Koerper <kjkoerper@gmail.com>; Maddox, Ken
<kenmaddox@comcast.net>
Subject: Boston Park (aka SilverSpringIntermediate Park)
 


Hello - I'm sorry I missed the recent 4/18/18 meeting and discussion of use of Boston
Park but I'd like to add my thoughts regarding the past/present/future (hopefully) use
of the park area adjacent to the tennis courts between the tennis courts and basket
ball courts up on the hill that have been used for regular adult volleyball games over a
number of years.  The area shown by a dotted line arrow designated as the "Storm
area drainage" in your PDF Community Meeting link below is where we set
up.  https://www.montgomeryparks.org/uploads/2018/03/20180418_Community-
Meeting.pdf.


 


We regularly play on Sunday mornings and Wednesday or Thursday evenings in the
spring, summer, and fall.  The number of people varies (8-12), drawing from a much
bigger pool (20-30) on a weekly basis.  We normally play for 2+ hours, open to all and
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in the past, when numbers warranted it, set up another net to accommodate players. 
A very nice way to interact with locals and visitors.  Drainage in this area has proven
to be a problem at times so any efforts to fix that would be a big improvement but we
do move the portable court around to avoid wet ground as necessary.  I note from
your meeting link notes that much of the park area would be soccer fields.  However, I
hope sufficient space would be allowed for these informal but regular neighborhood
volleyball games to continue. 


 


Karl Koerper has been coordinating the games for several decades and may have
submitted his concerns to you too.


Thanks, Ken Maddox, 301-565-3825 (H)








From: Huang, Wen
To: Heidi Coleman
Cc: Hans Riemer; Riemer, Hans; tommy.heyboer; Roger Coleman
Subject: RE: Comments Regarding Potential Plans for SSI Park
Date: Monday, April 23, 2018 2:51:00 PM


Dear Mrs. Coleman,
 
I truly appreciate you taking the time to provide the comments on the presentation as well as the
park photos, usage information and some histories.  The information in your comments are very
helpful. After the meeting, we have a much better understanding of the community needs and the
value of the park that the community cherishes. We will  adjust the initial design and schedule a
second community meeting.
 
Thank you again for your feedback. I appreciate your continue attention to this project.
 
 
Wen Huang
T: (301) 495-2466 | F: (301) 585-1921
www.montgomeryparks.org
 
From: Heidi Coleman [mailto:heidi.l.coleman@gmail.com] 
Sent: Monday, April 23, 2018 11:40 AM
To: Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org>
Cc: Hans Riemer <hans.riemer@gmail.com>; Riemer, Hans
<hans.riemer@montgomerycountymd.gov>; tommy.heyboer
<tommy.heyboer@montgomerycountymd.gov>; Roger Coleman <musicguy55@hotmail.com>
Subject: Comments Regarding Potential Plans for SSI Park
 
Wen Huang,
Thank you again for your presentation at the recent April 18 Community Meeting regarding
SSI Park.
 
I have attached comments for your consideration.  I would appreciate it if you could let me
know that you received them.  Thank you.
 
Sincerely,
 
Heidi Coleman
801 Philadelphia Avenue
Silver Spring, MD 20910
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From: Huang, Wen
To: Edith Holleman
Subject: RE: Disappointment
Date: Thursday, April 19, 2018 10:55:00 AM


Dear Ms. Holleman,
 
Firstly, thank you for attending the meeting and gave us valuable feedback. I personally think we had
a very good community meeting yesterday with a good turnout. After yesterday’s face to face
meeting, we have a much better understanding of the community’s needs. We will adjust our initial
design and schedule accordingly.
 
Secondly, I believe there were some misunderstandings between us when we had the phone
conversation. Your perspective of a full-size athletic field could be very different from what a
designer thinks. To me, the fields are already there, what we tries to do is to make them graded
more evenly and slightly larger to meet the youth soccer size (for age group 6 and 8) so whoever use
the fields will have a better play experience. I agree one of the options has a bigger field, but it is not
our preferred option anyway, and it is still much smaller than a full-size athletic field. Same thing to
“spectator viewing areas”. But after yesterday’s meeting, your concerns are received and we will respect
the natural characters of the existing park that many residents cherish.
 
We usually do not put plans up prior to the first community meeting, because people will have
different interpretation without hearing our explanation.
 
I will coordinate with our outreaching staff and see which boundary they use for the postcard
distribution. We will adjust the boundary for the second community meeting. Do you mind sending
me your address so we can see which area is missing from last distribution list? Or you can give me
the street block that you live if you don’t want to give the exact address.
 
Thank you again for taking the time and sharing your thoughts with us. I appreciate your continue
attention to this project.
 
Wen Huang
T: (301) 495-2466 | F: (301) 585-1921
www.montgomeryparks.org
 


From: Edith Holleman [mailto:hollemanea@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Thursday, April 19, 2018 6:56 AM
To: Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org>
Subject: Disappointment
 
On Tuesday at noon, I talked to you about the "improvement" plan for Silver Spring Park.  I stated that the
park was too small for athletic fields, spectator viewing areas and exercise stations.  You appeared to
express surprise that those items were mentioned in the preliminary design statement and indicated that
they were not in the design.
 
Imagine my surprise at last night's meeting to see two over-designed options with a full-size soccer field
and 1-2 other athletic fields and exercise stations and to hear about possible viewing areas in a tiny
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neighborhood park -- as you define it.
 
I will file my formal comments later, but I would suggest the following for your future interactions with
citizens:
 
1.  Be honest about your plans and why you are doing them.  Don't tell callers what you think they want to
hear. It was clear at the meeting -- although unstated -- that someone who was using this neighborhood
park for soccer for young children (mostly from outside the neighborhood) wants a full-size soccer field.
Their use of the park was allowed because that is the kind of park it is.  Everyone can use it for a variety
of purposes.  You took off from there to try to permanently change the entire use and design of the park.
 
2.  If you want serious public input -- which is doubtful -- put up your design plans prior to the meeting so
people can be prepared.  Don't hit them cold.
 
3.  I live one-half block from the park.  I did not receive a post card about this meeting.  Why?


Edith Holleman 








From: Huang, Wen
To: Edith Holleman
Subject: RE: Disappointment
Date: Monday, April 23, 2018 4:07:00 PM


Dear Ms. Holleman,
 
I don’t recall I mentioned three levels of park in the presentation, but I guess you are referring to the
general policy that neighborhood parks generally don’t have a parking lot. And you want to know
how the parks are divided into different categories.
 
So in general, we have two categories for all the parks we have in Montgomery Parks.
 
Countywide parks are larger parks. They serve regional recreation or conservation needs. Such as
Wheaton Regional Park, South Germantown Recreational Park, Sligo Creek Stream Valley, and some
historical parks.
 
The other category is Community Use Parks. These are smaller parks that are primarily used by local
residents. There are four types of parks within this category: Urban Parks, Neighborhood Parks, Local
Parks, and Neighborhood Conservation Areas. The two most confusing categories are neighborhood
parks and local parks.
 
Neighborhood Parks: Approximately 2-3 acres, these parks are small, generally walk-to parks
providing informal leisure opportunity and recreation in heavily populated areas. They often provide
a sitting area, playground, informal play field, and tennis and/or basketball courts. There are 74
developed NP in the County, mostly found in the Wheaton, Silver Spring and Bethesda area, serving
for single-family neighborhoods.
 
Local Parks: Approximately 15 acres, these parks provide both programmed and informal recreation
opportunities within reach of all area residents. These parks contain athletic fields, tennis and
basketball courts, picnic and playground areas, and sometimes recreation buildings and other
facilities
 
The major difference between neighborhood and local parks is that the local parks provide
regulation size athletic fields that can be reserved for game play. Over 40% of the people visiting
local parks in 1996 were either league players or league game spectators. Ballplayers attend games
on fields near their homes, or travel to other parts of the County to challenge opposing teams.
Therefore, local parks often have large service areas. Many people drive to local parks, while many
neighborhood parks are within walking distance.
 
I hope the above information answers your question and help you understand the County’s park
system a little better. As you can tell, Silver Spring Intermediate Park is a typical Neighborhood Park.
Please be assure, there is not enough space for a full-size field and we will not provide large,
permitted field in this park.  We will re-observe the parking lot usage to determine the size of the
parking lot. And we will respect  the natural open green that is in the park.
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Please let me know if you have any other questions or concerns. Thank you.
 
Wen Huang
T: (301) 495-2466 | F: (301) 585-1921
www.montgomeryparks.org
 


From: Edith Holleman [mailto:hollemanea@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Saturday, April 21, 2018 7:06 PM
To: Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org>
Subject: Re: Disappointment
 
Please provide me with the definitions of the three levels of parks you mentioned at the meeting,
and the citations in your regulations or guidelines for each of these definitions.


Sent from my iPhone


On Apr 19, 2018, at 10:55 AM, Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org> wrote:


Dear Ms. Holleman,
 
Firstly, thank you for attending the meeting and gave us valuable feedback. I personally
think we had a very good community meeting yesterday with a good turnout. After
yesterday’s face to face meeting, we have a much better understanding of the
community’s needs. We will adjust our initial design and schedule accordingly.
 
Secondly, I believe there were some misunderstandings between us when we had the
phone conversation. Your perspective of a full-size athletic field could be very different
from what a designer thinks. To me, the fields are already there, what we tries to do is
to make them graded more evenly and slightly larger to meet the youth soccer size (for
age group 6 and 8) so whoever use the fields will have a better play experience. I agree
one of the options has a bigger field, but it is not our preferred option anyway, and it is
still much smaller than a full-size athletic field. Same thing to “spectator viewing areas”.
But after yesterday’s meeting, your concerns are received and we will respect the natural
characters of the existing park that many residents cherish.
 
We usually do not put plans up prior to the first community meeting, because people
will have different interpretation without hearing our explanation.
 
I will coordinate with our outreaching staff and see which boundary they use for the
postcard distribution. We will adjust the boundary for the second community meeting.
Do you mind sending me your address so we can see which area is missing from last
distribution list? Or you can give me the street block that you live if you don’t want to
give the exact address.
 
Thank you again for taking the time and sharing your thoughts with us. I appreciate
your continue attention to this project.
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Wen Huang
T: (301) 495-2466 | F: (301) 585-1921
www.montgomeryparks.org
 


From: Edith Holleman [mailto:hollemanea@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Thursday, April 19, 2018 6:56 AM
To: Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org>
Subject: Disappointment
 
On Tuesday at noon, I talked to you about the "improvement" plan for Silver Spring Park.  I
stated that the park was too small for athletic fields, spectator viewing areas and exercise
stations.  You appeared to express surprise that those items were mentioned in the
preliminary design statement and indicated that they were not in the design.
 
Imagine my surprise at last night's meeting to see two over-designed options with a full-size
soccer field and 1-2 other athletic fields and exercise stations and to hear about possible
viewing areas in a tiny neighborhood park -- as you define it.
 
I will file my formal comments later, but I would suggest the following for your future
interactions with citizens:
 
1.  Be honest about your plans and why you are doing them.  Don't tell callers what you
think they want to hear. It was clear at the meeting -- although unstated -- that someone
who was using this neighborhood park for soccer for young children (mostly from outside
the neighborhood) wants a full-size soccer field. Their use of the park was allowed because
that is the kind of park it is.  Everyone can use it for a variety of purposes.  You took off
from there to try to permanently change the entire use and design of the park.
 
2.  If you want serious public input -- which is doubtful -- put up your design plans prior to
the meeting so people can be prepared.  Don't hit them cold.
 
3.  I live one-half block from the park.  I did not receive a post card about this meeting. 
Why?


Edith Holleman 
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From: Huang, Wen
To: Ann Lafferty
Subject: RE: RE: RE: SSI park
Date: Wednesday, May 2, 2018 4:04:00 PM


Hello Ms. Lafferty,
 
I really appreciate your devotement to the trees. The Red Bud trees along the steps are beautiful. As
I said, there will be different options, and the result to the trees will various. But if eventually the
option that is selected requires the removal of the Red Bud tree(s), we will explore the possibility to
relocate them instead of abandoning the tree. At this time, it is still too early to say which trees will
be effected, but the design team will do the best to preserve the natural beauty of the park.
 
Thank you again for all your effort to care the trees.
 
Wen Huang
T: (301) 495-2466 | F: (301) 585-1921
www.montgomeryparks.org
 


From: Ann Lafferty [mailto:lafferty_ann@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, May 02, 2018 3:44 PM
To: Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org>
Subject: Re: RE: RE: SSI park
 
are familiar with the Red Bud trees?   they are less than 10" in diameter, I believe, but I will
measure them this evening.
 
They are the bright pink flowering trees along the sidewalk from the tennis court to the
basketball court.  You will see them in your slide show presentation ppt.  Those trees were
planted int 2009.  So they are 9 years old.  They of course were planted by your Parks
arborists.  Even though they are not "mature" by the definition you provided, they are unique
and will be hard to replace.  I say "replace", because when they were first planted, that spring
there was not enough rain.  Those trees showed signs of "drought stress" (leaves were curled). 
So I personally carried 5 gal jugs of water for several days, so the trees would survive.  These
Red Buds were replacing other flowering trees along that walkway, btw.
 
The other flowering tree that is close to the corner of Chicago and Boston was planted even
before 2009, Mo Turay was the one who had it planted.  It blooms before the Red Buds.
 
Would you cut down these trees?
 
thank you,
Ann
 
 
 
On Wednesday, May 2, 2018, 3:33:54 PM EDT, Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org>
wrote:
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Hello Ms. Lafferty,


 


That’s a good question. According to the Forest Conservation Law, any tree that is over 24” diameter
(DBH) needs to be recorded. So we are definitely preserving those trees. There are also many trees over
10” diameter, which we will do our best to protect. Several trees that are less than 10” will be less
concerned if it will take too much effort (considering construction cost and space that will be taken to
preserve them).


 


There are two small trees (4” diameter) near the memorial bench. They will be preserved because of their
special meaning.


 


Wen Huang


T: (301) 495-2466 | F: (301) 585-1921


www.montgomeryparks.org


 


From: Ann Lafferty [mailto:lafferty_ann@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, May 02, 2018 2:39 PM
To: Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org>
Subject: Re: RE: SSI park


 


thank you so much.  


 


how do you define "mature tree"?


 


 


 


On Wednesday, May 2, 2018, 1:26:57 PM EDT, Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org>
wrote:


 


 


Dear Ms. Lafferty,
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The goal of the improvements is to refresh the park to meet accessibility and environmental requirements
and better address the community's needs now and in the future. Existing recreational facilities and
mature trees within the park will remain.


 


In the 2nd community meeting, we will present more options based on the community input we received
prior to the 2nd meeting. So you have the chance to comment on those options. Depending on the
response and reaction of the 2nd meeting, we will determine whether we can move forward with the
design, or if we need to meet with the community again.


 


Thank you.


 


Wen Huang


T: (301) 495-2466 | F: (301) 585-1921


www.montgomeryparks.org


 


From: Ann Lafferty [mailto:lafferty_ann@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, May 02, 2018 10:42 AM
To: Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org>
Subject: SSI park


 


Hello Ms. Wen -


 


I have a few questions regarding the process for the park renovation:


1) what is the goal of the renovation?


2) I understand you will have a 2nd presentation later this year, what will the process
be after that?  Will we be able to comment and amend that 2nd design?


 


thank you,


Ann Lafferty
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From: Huang, Wen
To: Ann Lafferty
Subject: RE: SSI park
Date: Wednesday, May 2, 2018 1:26:00 PM


Dear Ms. Lafferty,
 
The goal of the improvements is to refresh the park to meet accessibility and environmental
requirements and better address the community's needs now and in the future. Existing recreational
facilities and mature trees within the park will remain.
 


In the 2nd community meeting, we will present more options based on the community input we


received prior to the 2nd meeting. So you have the chance to comment on those options. Depending


on the response and reaction of the 2nd meeting, we will determine whether we can move forward
with the design, or if we need to meet with the community again.
 
Thank you.
 
Wen Huang
T: (301) 495-2466 | F: (301) 585-1921
www.montgomeryparks.org
 


From: Ann Lafferty [mailto:lafferty_ann@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, May 02, 2018 10:42 AM
To: Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org>
Subject: SSI park
 
Hello Ms. Wen -
 
I have a few questions regarding the process for the park renovation:
1) what is the goal of the renovation?
2) I understand you will have a 2nd presentation later this year, what will the process be after
that?  Will we be able to comment and amend that 2nd design?
 
thank you,
Ann Lafferty
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From: Huang, Wen
To: stephanie murphy
Subject: RE: SSPark
Date: Monday, April 23, 2018 3:20:00 PM


Dear Mrs. Murphy,


Thank you very much for the comments and informative feedback on the park usage. After the meeting, we have a
much better understanding of the community needs and the value of the park that the community cherishes. We will 
adjust the initial design and schedule a second community meeting.


Thank you again for your email. I appreciate your continue attention to this project.


Wen


Wen Huang
T: (301) 495-2466 | F: (301) 585-1921
www.montgomeryparks.org


-----Original Message-----
From: stephanie murphy [mailto:zzmurphy@hotmail.com]
Sent: Sunday, April 22, 2018 3:52 PM
To: Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org>
Subject: SSPark


Good afternoon,


We are long time users of SSI Park. Our children grew up using this park. Now grandchildren are using the park.
We are thoroughly familiar with our neighborhood park. Now MNCPP wants to makes changes inconsistent with
the delightful nature of our neighborhood park.
The open green spaces makes our park attractive and inviting for a range of activities. Twice a week, a
neighborhood volleyball  team for over 20 years uses this park.  Neighborhood soccer teams use the park, early
mornings before families with children arrive, neighbors congregate with their dogs in the park and then disperse.
Yesterday, the park was filled with people. The parking lot was filled and cars crammed the street. People parked in
the No Parking zones which creates a traffic flow problem where the Boston Ave  narrows. Only one car can get
through when this happens. Please leave the parking lot as it is. Houses on the streets bordering the park don’t have
off street parking and traffic congestion is already a problem.
ADA changes are required. We understand that, but we hope they too will have minimal impact on the park.
Exercise stations - NO!  This idea may be appropriate for a much larger park (we  consider daily aerobic exercise
essential, but not at the expense losing the idyllic feel of our park. Dog features - Absolutely Not!!
The memorial bench stands as a symbol of what this park should be. A place where people are not herded on paths
that carve up the park into zones of prescribed activities, but a place where people find their own joy.


Sincerely,
Stephanie Murphy
Boston Ave
Sent from my iPad
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From: Huang, Wen
To: Megan Ryan
Cc: kg; Erin Carriere-Kretschmer; Sarah; Christie Ciabotti; Jen Miller; Jen Davitt; Lauren Marshall; Caroline Wadhams;


William Ryan; Karen Kent; Arielle Mir; Rebecca Davis
Subject: RE: Silver Spring Intermediate Park - Open Town Hall Forum reopened
Date: Tuesday, May 29, 2018 5:12:00 PM
Attachments: image003.png


Thank you, Meg.
 


Hope to see you all at the 2nd community meeting. I understand that families with younger kids have
busy schedule. Just to assure you that if you can’t make it to the community meeting, we will post
the presentation online, so you will still have chance to review the concepts and let us know your
comments.
 
I am looking forward to seeing you at the meeting and hopefully we can work together to develop
the best solution for the park improvements to serve the community for the next several decades.
 
Thank you.
 
Wen Huang
T: (301) 495-2466 | F: (301) 585-1921
www.montgomeryparks.org
 
From: Megan Ryan [mailto:meglynn.ryan@gmail.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, May 29, 2018 5:05 PM
To: Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org>
Cc: kg <krisgill@rocketmail.com>; Erin Carriere-Kretschmer <ecarrkret@yahoo.com>; Sarah
<fairsarah@yahoo.com>; Christie Ciabotti <christieciabotti@gmail.com>; Jen Miller
<selmacat@yahoo.com>; Jen Davitt <jendavitt@gmail.com>; Lauren Marshall
<lauren.e.l.marshall@gmail.com>; Caroline Wadhams <c_wadhams@yahoo.com>; William Ryan
<williamdryan@gmail.com>; Karen Kent <karenbkent@gmail.com>; Arielle Mir
<arielle.r.mir@gmail.com>; Rebecca Davis <radavis1@gmail.com>
Subject: Re: Silver Spring Intermediate Park - Open Town Hall Forum reopened
 
Thanks Wen!
 
No problem! I would rather everyone have a chance to voice thier opinion and I completely
understand how hard it is to reach the average family these days. I have copied the message below
to the broader community through 3 community group list-serves so I hope you will see a flood of
comments come through the forum. I'll continue to remind folks one on one as well. I added your
contact as well if anyone had questions See below.
 
Cheers and best of luck!  We are excited to see what develops!
 
Meg
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Greetings all, 
 
A few of us just gathered with Wen Huang and the planning committee for proposed park improvements
to the Silver Spring Intermediate park and playground (Boston and Chicago Ave park).
 
As you may know, there are some proposals for the improvement of Silver Spring Intermediate Park. 
Here is more information: https://www.montgomeryparks.org/projects/directory/silver-spring-intermediate-
neighborhood-park-improvement-plan/ These are the preliminary drawings and so far based on the
majority of views, these plans will be adjusted and simplified to maintain more of the current natural
essence of this park so they are no longer a good indicator of where the plan is headed but can still offer
preliminary ideas. 
 
PLEASE review plans online and VOICE your opinion if you frequent the park. 
 
June 5th @ 11:59pm  is the NEW deadline for submitting comments for the next community meeting on June
12th. The link for online comment is:https://www.opentownhall.com/ 6221
 
This second public meeting will be on June 12th, 6-8pm at Sligo Avenue Neighborhood Park.
 
Please voice your thoughts as there has been very little commentary given the amount of folks who
frequent our park.  We especially need voices from young families and parents on how the overall space
serves you and where improvements are most needed. Thanks for your participation! 
 
Cheers, 
Meg on Boston 
 


Wen Huang | RLA, LEED AP
ADA Compliance Project Manager


Park Development Division | Montgomery County Department of Parks
Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission (M-NCPPC)
9500 Brunett Avenue, Silver Spring, MD 20901
T: (301) 495-2466 | F: (301) 585-1921 | www.MontgomeryParks.org
 
 
On Tue, May 29, 2018 at 4:36 PM, Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org> wrote:


Meg,
 
Thank you for helping us spread the words. We were having concerns of the how to reach to
especially the busy young families. They usually don’t have time to come to our community
meeting and let us know their needs. Your help is greatly appreciated.
 
Thank you.
 
Wen Huang
T: (301) 495-2466 | F: (301) 585-1921
www.montgomeryparks.org
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From: Megan Ryan [mailto:meglynn.ryan@gmail.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, May 29, 2018 4:34 PM
To: Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org>
Subject: Re: Silver Spring Intermediate Park - Open Town Hall Forum reopened
 
Thank you so much Wen!  I really appreciate your time and attention to listening to our concerns
and suggestions. It was great to meet you and hope we all gather around the best intentions for
our community shared space.  I'll share the link now to the community at large. Thanks for
opening the forum back up to comments. 
 
Cheers!
Meg
 
On Tue, May 29, 2018 at 4:15 PM, Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org> wrote:


Hello Ladies,
 
It was nice meeting you this afternoon. Thank you very much for the thoughtful and
informational feedback.
Here is the link of the Open Town Hall forum where you and your neighbors can submit
comments of the improvement project on-line.
https://www.opentownhall.com/6221
The new deadline is 11:59pm, 6/5/2018, one week before the second community meeting. I am
looking forward to seeing you there.
 


Wen Huang | RLA, LEED AP
ADA Compliance Project Manager


Park Development Division | Montgomery County Department of Parks
Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission (M-NCPPC)
9500 Brunett Avenue, Silver Spring, MD 20901
T: (301) 495-2466 | F: (301) 585-1921 | www.MontgomeryParks.org
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From: Huang, Wen
To: Janice Browne
Subject: RE: Silver Spring Intermediate Park
Date: Monday, April 23, 2018 3:25:00 PM


Janice,
 
Thank you for your positive feedback. We are aware of the many mature trees in the park and
believe me, we are all tree lovers. We will try our best not to affect those beautiful trees by carefully
locating the paths and features, choosing the right materials, and minimizing the disturbance around
the root zones.
 
I will add your contact information to our distribution list. We will schedule a second community
meeting and hope to see you there.
 
Thank you.
 
Wen Huang
T: (301) 495-2466 | F: (301) 585-1921
www.montgomeryparks.org
 


From: Janice Browne [mailto:jbshopdrop@gmail.com] 
Sent: Sunday, April 22, 2018 11:30 AM
To: Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org>
Subject: Silver Spring Intermediate Park
 
This park improvement project is so welcome in our neighborhood!
Unfortunately, I was unable to attend the meeting last week, but a neighbor shared the
presentation.
My reaction is generally very positive, but I would very much like to see mature trees preserved.
Would you please add me to your Contact list for updates about the SSI neighborhood park project?
 
Thank you.
 
Janice Browne
809 Islington Street
Silver Spring, MD 20910
jbshopdrop@gmail.com
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From: Huang, Wen
To: Maryam
Subject: RE: Silver Spring Intermediate Park
Date: Thursday, May 24, 2018 11:14:00 AM


Dear Ms. Benganga,
 
Thank you for spending time writing the email regarding the proposed park improvement project at
Silver Spring Intermediate Park.
This park has been there for over 40 years. We understand it is a place that is cherished by the
neighbors for the openness, the green and the amenities. Our plan is not to change what you have,
but to make necessary improvements such as improvements on the drainage issues, accessible
walkway connection, and to fix some decayed elements. Our goal is to make the park better for
everyone who use it while protecting and enhancing what the park has been offering to the
residents.
 


I appreciate your attention to the project and hope to see you at the 2nd Community Meeting to
discuss the improvement concepts. Thank you.
 
Wen Huang
T: (301) 495-2466 | F: (301) 585-1921
www.montgomeryparks.org
 
From: Maryam [mailto:m.benganga@gmail.com] 
Sent: Thursday, May 24, 2018 8:07 AM
To: Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org>
Subject: Silver Spring Intermediate Park
 
Dear Ms. Huang,
 
I'm writing pertaining to the proposed change to Silver Spring Intermediate Park aka Boston Park. 
 
I grew up on Philadelphia Ave and Boston Park, as we used to call it, was where are the
neighborhood kids congregated to play. From horsing around on the jungle gym, to playing tag on
the open fields, the park was an formative integral part of my youth. As I've grown older, I've loved
watching the park continue to do the same for the next generation of youngsters. 
 
Why change it? There is no reason to do so. The trees have been a source of beauty and usefulness
to the foliage; the tennis courts have helped many a Dad teach his little girl or boy how to ride a
bike; and that vast, wide open field, where could create and act any exhaustive running game our
little mind's could invent. Why deny our kids that ability? Why not let us continue to share in the
diversity of our neighborhood, letting girl, boy, Mom, Dad play volleyball, exercise, or just enjoy the
trees, the way we want to. They way we were intended to. In open freedom. 
 
I ask you, please don't change our park. 
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Thank you,
 
A Philadelphia Ave Resident








From: Huang, Wen
To: Richard P. Cember
Subject: RE: Silver Spring Intermediate park plan comments
Date: Wednesday, April 18, 2018 12:59:00 PM


Dear Mr. Cember,
 
You are welcome. I hope this gives you more confidence to the coming improvements. It will be
great if you can come to tonight’s meeting and see what we are proposing. But if you can’t make it,
the plans and comments will be shared on the project webpage so you can have more detailed
information of this project.
 
Thank you.
 
Wen Huang
T: (301) 495-2466 | F: (301) 585-1921
www.montgomeryparks.org
 
From: Richard P. Cember [mailto:rcember@verizon.net] 
Sent: Wednesday, April 18, 2018 12:54 PM
To: Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org>
Cc: PeterK@takomaparkmd.gov; CindyD@takomaparkmd.gov; KateS@takomaparkmd.gov;
Councilmember.Riemer@montgomerycountymd.gov;
councilmember.elrich@montgomerycountymd.gov;
councilmember.hucker@montgomerycountymd.gov;
councilmember.leventhal@montgomerycountymd.gov
Subject: Re: Silver Spring Intermediate park plan comments
 
Dear Mr. Huang,


Thank you for your prompt and detailed comments and clarifications of the goals.


Richard Cember
 
 
 
-----Original Message-----
From: Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org>
To: Richard P. Cember <rcember@verizon.net>
Cc: PeterK <PeterK@takomaparkmd.gov>; CindyD <CindyD@takomaparkmd.gov>; KateS
<KateS@takomaparkmd.gov>; Councilmember.Riemer
<Councilmember.Riemer@montgomerycountymd.gov>; councilmember.elrich
<councilmember.elrich@montgomerycountymd.gov>; councilmember.hucker
<councilmember.hucker@montgomerycountymd.gov>; councilmember.leventhal
<councilmember.leventhal@montgomerycountymd.gov>
Sent: Wed, Apr 18, 2018 10:59 am
Subject: RE: Silver Spring Intermediate park plan comments


Dear Mr. Cember,
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Thank you for your thoughtful comments.  We really appreciate you taking the time  to provide us
with important feedback on the proposed improvements to the park.   As a "refresher" project, the
scope of the improvements is limited primarily to addressing code compliance issues with some
minor enhancements.  As you probably are aware, this park was developed well before the
enactment of laws requiring accessibility and the treatment of stormwater.  As a result the park is
not accessible to people with physical limitations and there are areas with ponding, and untreated
runoff from the park is impacting the nearby storm drainage system. 
 
We've observed  that this park is well used by the community and we fully intend to preserve the
park's existing character including its mature trees.  Last summer we removed the non-native
invasive lower level vegetation, including poison ivy which was encroaching onto the very narrow
sidewalk alongside MD Route 410, while preserving the trees.  This minor improvement made the
space safer for pedestrians.
 
The goal of tonight's meeting is to listen to the community's concerns and present our initial
thoughts on how we can refresh the park to meet accessibility and environmental requirements and
better address the community's needs.  We hope to see you tonight but if you are unable to attend
please be assured that your concerns and comments will be considered along with the rest of the
comments from the community. 
 
Thanks again for taking the time to send us your thoughts on this refresher project.
 
 
Wen Huang
T: (301) 495-2466 | F: (301) 585-1921
www.montgomeryparks.org
 
From: Richard P. Cember [mailto:rcember@verizon.net] 
Sent: Tuesday, April 17, 2018 9:54 AM
To: Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org>
Cc: PeterK@takomaparkmd.gov; CindyD@takomaparkmd.gov; KateS@takomaparkmd.gov;
Councilmember.Riemer@montgomerycountymd.gov;
councilmember.elrich@montgomerycountymd.gov;
councilmember.hucker@montgomerycountymd.gov;
councilmember.leventhal@montgomerycountymd.gov
Subject: Silver Spring Intermediate park plan comments
 
Dear Mr. Huang:


I will try to make it to the public meeting but I may not be able to do so, so here are some
written comments based on what is in the web page in terms of proposed changes. Please add
this email to the comments for the record from the public. I copy city and county council
members who may be interested. I believe the park is not within the Takoma Park city limits,
but it is a very important park for the city's Ward 1, where I live.
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Please consider that the trees and brush which "limit visibility" also screen the park from the
noise and general unpleasantness of Route 410. The county has been removing roadside trees
and brush all over the place with often horrible results. I refer you, for a spectacular example,
to the church on the east side of Georgia Avenue just immediately north of the Beltway
interchange. The church parking lot was formerly screened by trees and brush from the
Beltway and the ramp. They kept out noise, ugliness and commotion and provided some
screening against fumes. Then the county took it all away. It is now ugly, noisy and full of
commotion. I walk through there all the time. Don't do that to the park, please! I know the
police like visibility, but that can't be the reason for everything.


"Potential new amenities may include a shade structure, viewing area for the fields, exercise
stations and additional walkway connections."


This is overkill. Right now the park is open and flexible. Don't clutter it. It is all used; people
use the spaces in an open and free manner. Many parks are underutilized. Not this one. Don't
fix what ain't broke!


Exercise stations are universally very little used, except when they are adjacent to running
trails, and even then not much. There is no running trail here. You will have a net reduction in
the recreational utility of the park in terms of what people will really use. You will add clutter
without significant use. This is not a park where people work out - it is a park where people
play.


Walkways will cut up the grass areas that are used flexibly.


No "viewing structures" are needed. People set up volleyball nets of their own. People play
tennis. None of this is official. An exception is that Takoma Park soccer plays there. Maybe
the parents would appreciate a small area to sit. If so, put it somewhere where it will not block
open space! Other than that, you don't need viewing structures!


Trees provide shade for the playground. No shade structures are needed.


This is a charming, very well used little park. Please, please, do not overdo it with
"improvements"! Fix what is broken in terms of wear and age, paint what is peeling, drain
what is chronically wet, plant what is bare. There is plenty of that. And oh, by the way, how
about removing the tipped-over tree trunk that has been there for something like a year now?
In other words, maintenance - not "improvement". Otherwise, leave it alone. It is not a park
that you can improve on. It is a park that you can easily ruin. 


Sincerely,


Richard Cember
412 Boston Avenue
Takoma Park, Md. 20912








From: Huang, Wen
To: Richard P. Cember
Cc: PeterK@takomaparkmd.gov; CindyD@takomaparkmd.gov; KateS@takomaparkmd.gov;


Councilmember.Riemer@montgomerycountymd.gov; councilmember.elrich@montgomerycountymd.gov;
councilmember.hucker@montgomerycountymd.gov; councilmember.leventhal@montgomerycountymd.gov


Subject: RE: Silver Spring Intermediate park plan comments
Date: Wednesday, April 18, 2018 10:59:00 AM


Dear Mr. Cember,
 
Thank you for your thoughtful comments.  We really appreciate you taking the time  to provide us
with important feedback on the proposed improvements to the park.   As a "refresher" project, the
scope of the improvements is limited primarily to addressing code compliance issues with some
minor enhancements.  As you probably are aware, this park was developed well before the
enactment of laws requiring accessibility and the treatment of stormwater.  As a result the park is
not accessible to people with physical limitations and there are areas with ponding, and untreated
runoff from the park is impacting the nearby storm drainage system. 
 
We've observed  that this park is well used by the community and we fully intend to preserve the
park's existing character including its mature trees.  Last summer we removed the non-native
invasive lower level vegetation, including poison ivy which was encroaching onto the very narrow
sidewalk alongside MD Route 410, while preserving the trees.  This minor improvement made the
space safer for pedestrians.
 
The goal of tonight's meeting is to listen to the community's concerns and present our initial
thoughts on how we can refresh the park to meet accessibility and environmental requirements and
better address the community's needs.  We hope to see you tonight but if you are unable to attend
please be assured that your concerns and comments will be considered along with the rest of the
comments from the community. 
 
Thanks again for taking the time to send us your thoughts on this refresher project.
 
 
Wen Huang
T: (301) 495-2466 | F: (301) 585-1921
www.montgomeryparks.org
 
From: Richard P. Cember [mailto:rcember@verizon.net] 
Sent: Tuesday, April 17, 2018 9:54 AM
To: Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org>
Cc: PeterK@takomaparkmd.gov; CindyD@takomaparkmd.gov; KateS@takomaparkmd.gov;
Councilmember.Riemer@montgomerycountymd.gov;
councilmember.elrich@montgomerycountymd.gov;
councilmember.hucker@montgomerycountymd.gov;
councilmember.leventhal@montgomerycountymd.gov
Subject: Silver Spring Intermediate park plan comments
 



mailto:Wen.Huang@montgomeryparks.org

mailto:rcember@verizon.net

mailto:PeterK@takomaparkmd.gov

mailto:CindyD@takomaparkmd.gov

mailto:KateS@takomaparkmd.gov

mailto:Councilmember.Riemer@montgomerycountymd.gov

mailto:councilmember.elrich@montgomerycountymd.gov

mailto:councilmember.hucker@montgomerycountymd.gov

mailto:councilmember.leventhal@montgomerycountymd.gov

file:////c/www.montgomeryparks.org





Dear Mr. Huang:


I will try to make it to the public meeting but I may not be able to do so, so here are some
written comments based on what is in the web page in terms of proposed changes. Please add
this email to the comments for the record from the public. I copy city and county council
members who may be interested. I believe the park is not within the Takoma Park city limits,
but it is a very important park for the city's Ward 1, where I live.


Please consider that the trees and brush which "limit visibility" also screen the park from the
noise and general unpleasantness of Route 410. The county has been removing roadside trees
and brush all over the place with often horrible results. I refer you, for a spectacular example,
to the church on the east side of Georgia Avenue just immediately north of the Beltway
interchange. The church parking lot was formerly screened by trees and brush from the
Beltway and the ramp. They kept out noise, ugliness and commotion and provided some
screening against fumes. Then the county took it all away. It is now ugly, noisy and full of
commotion. I walk through there all the time. Don't do that to the park, please! I know the
police like visibility, but that can't be the reason for everything.


"Potential new amenities may include a shade structure, viewing area for the fields, exercise
stations and additional walkway connections."


This is overkill. Right now the park is open and flexible. Don't clutter it. It is all used; people
use the spaces in an open and free manner. Many parks are underutilized. Not this one. Don't
fix what ain't broke!


Exercise stations are universally very little used, except when they are adjacent to running
trails, and even then not much. There is no running trail here. You will have a net reduction in
the recreational utility of the park in terms of what people will really use. You will add clutter
without significant use. This is not a park where people work out - it is a park where people
play.


Walkways will cut up the grass areas that are used flexibly.


No "viewing structures" are needed. People set up volleyball nets of their own. People play
tennis. None of this is official. An exception is that Takoma Park soccer plays there. Maybe
the parents would appreciate a small area to sit. If so, put it somewhere where it will not block
open space! Other than that, you don't need viewing structures!


Trees provide shade for the playground. No shade structures are needed.


This is a charming, very well used little park. Please, please, do not overdo it with
"improvements"! Fix what is broken in terms of wear and age, paint what is peeling, drain
what is chronically wet, plant what is bare. There is plenty of that. And oh, by the way, how
about removing the tipped-over tree trunk that has been there for something like a year now?
In other words, maintenance - not "improvement". Otherwise, leave it alone. It is not a park
that you can improve on. It is a park that you can easily ruin. 


Sincerely,


Richard Cember







412 Boston Avenue
Takoma Park, Md. 20912








From: Leventhal"s Office, Councilmember
To: Huang, Wen; Richard P. Cember
Cc: #CCL.Leventhal Staff
Subject: RE: Silver Spring Intermediate park plan comments
Date: Thursday, April 19, 2018 10:10:28 AM


Dear Wen:
 
Thank you for your prompt response to my constituent Richard Cember, and for copying me on the
message.
 
Regards,
George Leventhal
 


From: Huang, Wen [mailto:wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, April 18, 2018 11:00 AM
To: Richard P. Cember <rcember@verizon.net>
Cc: PeterK@takomaparkmd.gov; CindyD@takomaparkmd.gov; KateS@takomaparkmd.gov; Riemer's
Office, Councilmember <Councilmember.Riemer@montgomerycountymd.gov>; Elrich's Office,
Councilmember <Councilmember.Elrich@montgomerycountymd.gov>; Hucker's Office,
Councilmember <Councilmember.Hucker@montgomerycountymd.gov>; Leventhal's Office,
Councilmember <Councilmember.Leventhal@montgomerycountymd.gov>
Subject: RE: Silver Spring Intermediate park plan comments
 
Dear Mr. Cember,
 
Thank you for your thoughtful comments.  We really appreciate you taking the time  to provide us
with important feedback on the proposed improvements to the park.   As a "refresher" project, the
scope of the improvements is limited primarily to addressing code compliance issues with some
minor enhancements.  As you probably are aware, this park was developed well before the
enactment of laws requiring accessibility and the treatment of stormwater.  As a result the park is
not accessible to people with physical limitations and there are areas with ponding, and untreated
runoff from the park is impacting the nearby storm drainage system. 
 
We've observed  that this park is well used by the community and we fully intend to preserve the
park's existing character including its mature trees.  Last summer we removed the non-native
invasive lower level vegetation, including poison ivy which was encroaching onto the very narrow
sidewalk alongside MD Route 410, while preserving the trees.  This minor improvement made the
space safer for pedestrians.
 
The goal of tonight's meeting is to listen to the community's concerns and present our initial
thoughts on how we can refresh the park to meet accessibility and environmental requirements and
better address the community's needs.  We hope to see you tonight but if you are unable to attend
please be assured that your concerns and comments will be considered along with the rest of the
comments from the community. 
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Thanks again for taking the time to send us your thoughts on this refresher project.
 
 
Wen Huang
T: (301) 495-2466 | F: (301) 585-1921
www.montgomeryparks.org
 
From: Richard P. Cember [mailto:rcember@verizon.net] 
Sent: Tuesday, April 17, 2018 9:54 AM
To: Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org>
Cc: PeterK@takomaparkmd.gov; CindyD@takomaparkmd.gov; KateS@takomaparkmd.gov;
Councilmember.Riemer@montgomerycountymd.gov;
councilmember.elrich@montgomerycountymd.gov;
councilmember.hucker@montgomerycountymd.gov;
councilmember.leventhal@montgomerycountymd.gov
Subject: Silver Spring Intermediate park plan comments
 
Dear Mr. Huang:


I will try to make it to the public meeting but I may not be able to do so, so here are some
written comments based on what is in the web page in terms of proposed changes. Please add
this email to the comments for the record from the public. I copy city and county council
members who may be interested. I believe the park is not within the Takoma Park city limits,
but it is a very important park for the city's Ward 1, where I live.


Please consider that the trees and brush which "limit visibility" also screen the park from the
noise and general unpleasantness of Route 410. The county has been removing roadside trees
and brush all over the place with often horrible results. I refer you, for a spectacular example,
to the church on the east side of Georgia Avenue just immediately north of the Beltway
interchange. The church parking lot was formerly screened by trees and brush from the
Beltway and the ramp. They kept out noise, ugliness and commotion and provided some
screening against fumes. Then the county took it all away. It is now ugly, noisy and full of
commotion. I walk through there all the time. Don't do that to the park, please! I know the
police like visibility, but that can't be the reason for everything.


"Potential new amenities may include a shade structure, viewing area for the fields, exercise
stations and additional walkway connections."


This is overkill. Right now the park is open and flexible. Don't clutter it. It is all used; people
use the spaces in an open and free manner. Many parks are underutilized. Not this one. Don't
fix what ain't broke!


Exercise stations are universally very little used, except when they are adjacent to running
trails, and even then not much. There is no running trail here. You will have a net reduction in
the recreational utility of the park in terms of what people will really use. You will add clutter
without significant use. This is not a park where people work out - it is a park where people
play.


Walkways will cut up the grass areas that are used flexibly.
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No "viewing structures" are needed. People set up volleyball nets of their own. People play
tennis. None of this is official. An exception is that Takoma Park soccer plays there. Maybe
the parents would appreciate a small area to sit. If so, put it somewhere where it will not block
open space! Other than that, you don't need viewing structures!


Trees provide shade for the playground. No shade structures are needed.


This is a charming, very well used little park. Please, please, do not overdo it with
"improvements"! Fix what is broken in terms of wear and age, paint what is peeling, drain
what is chronically wet, plant what is bare. There is plenty of that. And oh, by the way, how
about removing the tipped-over tree trunk that has been there for something like a year now?
In other words, maintenance - not "improvement". Otherwise, leave it alone. It is not a park
that you can improve on. It is a park that you can easily ruin. 


Sincerely,


Richard Cember
412 Boston Avenue
Takoma Park, Md. 20912








From: Huang, Wen
To: stephanie murphy
Bcc: Girr-Borrayo, Alex
Subject: RE: Wash Post column on parks in Montgomery County
Date: Friday, April 27, 2018 1:02:00 PM


Dear Mrs. Murphy,


Twinponds Conservation Area is intended to be preserved from development and is dedicated to environmental
preservation. That purpose of that area is different from that of Silver Spring Intermediate Park. But I understand
your point and thank you very much for your attention to our parks. I appreciate that you share your thoughts of the
Silver Spring Intermediate Park. The design team will take your comments as well as those received from the
neighbors into consideration when move forward with the design of this project.


Thank you.


Wen Huang
T: (301) 495-2466 | F: (301) 585-1921
www.montgomeryparks.org


-----Original Message-----
From: stephanie murphy [mailto:zzmurphy@hotmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, April 26, 2018 5:36 PM
To: Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org>
Subject: Wash Post column on parks in Montgomery County


John Kelly’s column in the WP today discusses how he and Casey Anderson, chairman of the MC Planning Board
visited several MC Parks.  Mr Anderson has made it his goal to visit all 421 parks. Notable were his comments
about a small park Twinponds Conservation Area in the Colesville area. He commented that this park “even though
there were houses all around the park, it felt like you were out in nature. It’s not a big park. It doesn’t have a lot of
infrastructure or amenities. It’s just very beautiful.”  I think Mr. Anderson might enjoy the expansive green of our
beautiful little park.


Stephanie


Sent from my iPad
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From: Heidi Coleman
To: Huang, Wen
Subject: Re: Comments Regarding Potential Plans for SSI Park
Date: Monday, April 23, 2018 2:56:16 PM


Thank you!


On Mon, Apr 23, 2018 at 2:51 PM, Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org> wrote:


Dear Mrs. Coleman,


 


I truly appreciate you taking the time to provide the comments on the presentation as well as
the park photos, usage information and some histories.  The information in your comments
are very helpful. After the meeting, we have a much better understanding of the community
needs and the value of the park that the community cherishes. We will  adjust the initial
design and schedule a second community meeting.


 


Thank you again for your feedback. I appreciate your continue attention to this project.


 


 


Wen Huang


T: (301) 495-2466 | F: (301) 585-1921


www.montgomeryparks.org


 


From: Heidi Coleman [mailto:heidi.l.coleman@gmail.com] 
Sent: Monday, April 23, 2018 11:40 AM
To: Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org>
Cc: Hans Riemer <hans.riemer@gmail.com>; Riemer, Hans <hans.riemer@
montgomerycountymd.gov>; tommy.heyboer <tommy.heyboer@
montgomerycountymd.gov>; Roger Coleman <musicguy55@hotmail.com>
Subject: Comments Regarding Potential Plans for SSI Park


 


Wen Huang,


Thank you again for your presentation at the recent April 18 Community Meeting regarding
SSI Park.
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I have attached comments for your consideration.  I would appreciate it if you could let me
know that you received them.  Thank you.


 


Sincerely,


 


Heidi Coleman


801 Philadelphia Avenue


Silver Spring, MD 20910
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From: Heidi Coleman
To: Huang, Wen
Cc: Hans Riemer; Riemer, Hans; tommy.heyboer; Roger Coleman
Subject: Re: Comments Regarding Potential Plans for SSI Park
Date: Friday, May 11, 2018 10:04:51 PM


Wen Huang,
I notice that the sign at the SSI park has been updated.


It says there will be a 2nd meeting on June 12, 6-8 pm at the community center on Sligo Avenue (500
Sligo).


Unfortunately, my husband and I will not be able to attend.


Would it be possible for the Planning office to share any information prior to the meeting?


Thank you,


Heidi Coleman   


On Mon, Apr 23, 2018 at 2:51 PM, Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org> wrote:


Dear Mrs. Coleman,


 


I truly appreciate you taking the time to provide the comments on the presentation as well as
the park photos, usage information and some histories.  The information in your comments
are very helpful. After the meeting, we have a much better understanding of the community
needs and the value of the park that the community cherishes. We will  adjust the initial
design and schedule a second community meeting.


 


Thank you again for your feedback. I appreciate your continue attention to this project.


 


 


Wen Huang


T: (301) 495-2466 | F: (301) 585-1921


www.montgomeryparks.org


 


From: Heidi Coleman [mailto:heidi.l.coleman@gmail.com] 
Sent: Monday, April 23, 2018 11:40 AM
To: Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org>
Cc: Hans Riemer <hans.riemer@gmail.com>; Riemer, Hans <hans.riemer@
montgomerycountymd.gov>; tommy.heyboer <tommy.heyboer@
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montgomerycountymd.gov>; Roger Coleman <musicguy55@hotmail.com>
Subject: Comments Regarding Potential Plans for SSI Park


 


Wen Huang,


Thank you again for your presentation at the recent April 18 Community Meeting regarding
SSI Park.


 


I have attached comments for your consideration.  I would appreciate it if you could let me
know that you received them.  Thank you.


 


Sincerely,


 


Heidi Coleman


801 Philadelphia Avenue


Silver Spring, MD 20910
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From: Peter Kovar
To: Huang, Wen
Subject: Re: Comments on Silver Spring Intermediate Park
Date: Thursday, April 19, 2018 1:24:13 PM


Thanks for taking the time to respond. I appreciate it, and will pass along your comments to
the residents who raised the various concerns. I would certainly be glad to attend a future
public meeting, schedule permitting. We generally have City Council meetings every
Wednesday evening, so to the extent you're thinking of weeknights, if you can avoid
Wednesdays that may make it easier for me to attend.


-- Peter


Peter Kovar
Takoma Park City Council
Ward One
240-319-6281
www.councilmemberkovar.com


On Thu, Apr 19, 2018 at 11:28 AM, Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org>
wrote:


Dear Mr. Kovar,


 


Thank you for taking the time and provide us the feedback below. We had a very good
turnout in the community meeting last night. Some of your concerns were also shared by
other residents. Please see my response to your comments below.


 


With the feedback we received yesterday, we will adjust the initial design and will have a
second community meeting (time to be determined). I hope it will not conflict with your
schedule and we can see you there. Thank you.


 


Wen Huang


T: (301) 495-2466 | F: (301) 585-1921


www.montgomeryparks.org


 


From: Peter Kovar [mailto:peterk@takomaparkmd.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, April 18, 2018 6:05 PM
To: Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org>
Subject: Comments on Silver Spring Intermediate Park
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Good afternoon Mr, Huang --


 


I'm unable to attend the meeting about the park because our City Council meeting conflicts
with it. There are three issues about the park I'd like to bring to your attention as follows.


 


1. A number of residents along Boston Avenue support added fencing on that edge of the
park in order to help ensure that young children entering and leaving the park do so
through a more controlled passage, making them less likely to be endangered by
passing cars.


We will consider to add a low profile fence at the edge of the playground adjacent to
Boston Ave. We will create a paved entrance to the playground inside the park, instead
of along the sidewalk as what is now.


 


2. On the Philadelphia Avenue end of the park there is often poison ivy and other weeds
that make is difficult to pass on the already narrow sidewalk. Any steps your office
can take to cut back on the weeds, improve the fence and if possible upgrade the
sidewalk would be appreciated.


Montgomery Parks hired a landscape contractor last summer to remove the non-native
invasive shrubs as well as poison ivy along the sidewalk. We will continue to monitor the
plants as weather turns warm and will have further treatment should the shrubs and poison
ivy grow back. The sidewalk upgrade is scheduled in City of Takoma Park’s Sidewalk
Improvement Plan. Two weeks ago, we met with Daryl Braithwaite, Public Works Director
of the City of Takoma Park to discuss the improvement. She will keep us updated and
coordinated as they have a more clear plan in the summer.


 


3. The park is the site of a memorial bench and area honoring Miles Reinke, a beloved
young man from the neighborhood who tragically passed away a couple of years ago.
Whatever other changes are made to the park, it's essential that this memorial be
preserved. It would be helpful to install a drainage system to keep that part of the park
less boggy following rain storms.


We were aware of the memorial bench and trees at the time of the design. We also met the
parents yesterday and let them know that the memorial bench and trees will be preserved.
The drainage has been a big concern from the residents, not only at that side of the park, but
many other spots as well. We will continue to address that concern in the following design
process.  


 


Thanks for your attention to these matters. I would be glad to answer any questions about
them or discuss them with you as needed.







Peter Kovar


Takoma Park City Council


Ward One


240-319-6281


www.councilmemberkovar.com
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From: Edith Holleman
To: Huang, Wen
Subject: Re: Disappointment
Date: Saturday, April 21, 2018 7:05:50 PM


Please provide me with the definitions of the three levels of parks you mentioned at the
meeting, and the citations in your regulations or guidelines for each of these definitions.


Sent from my iPhone


On Apr 19, 2018, at 10:55 AM, Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org> wrote:


Dear Ms. Holleman,
 
Firstly, thank you for attending the meeting and gave us valuable feedback. I personally
think we had a very good community meeting yesterday with a good turnout. After
yesterday’s face to face meeting, we have a much better understanding of the
community’s needs. We will adjust our initial design and schedule accordingly.
 
Secondly, I believe there were some misunderstandings between us when we had the
phone conversation. Your perspective of a full-size athletic field could be very different
from what a designer thinks. To me, the fields are already there, what we tries to do is
to make them graded more evenly and slightly larger to meet the youth soccer size (for
age group 6 and 8) so whoever use the fields will have a better play experience. I agree
one of the options has a bigger field, but it is not our preferred option anyway, and it is
still much smaller than a full-size athletic field. Same thing to “spectator viewing areas”.
But after yesterday’s meeting, your concerns are received and we will respect the natural
characters of the existing park that many residents cherish.
 
We usually do not put plans up prior to the first community meeting, because people
will have different interpretation without hearing our explanation.
 
I will coordinate with our outreaching staff and see which boundary they use for the
postcard distribution. We will adjust the boundary for the second community meeting.
Do you mind sending me your address so we can see which area is missing from last
distribution list? Or you can give me the street block that you live if you don’t want to
give the exact address.
 
Thank you again for taking the time and sharing your thoughts with us. I appreciate
your continue attention to this project.
 
Wen Huang
T: (301) 495-2466 | F: (301) 585-1921
www.montgomeryparks.org
 


From: Edith Holleman [mailto:hollemanea@yahoo.com] 
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Sent: Thursday, April 19, 2018 6:56 AM
To: Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org>
Subject: Disappointment
 
On Tuesday at noon, I talked to you about the "improvement" plan for Silver Spring Park.  I
stated that the park was too small for athletic fields, spectator viewing areas and exercise
stations.  You appeared to express surprise that those items were mentioned in the
preliminary design statement and indicated that they were not in the design.
 
Imagine my surprise at last night's meeting to see two over-designed options with a full-size
soccer field and 1-2 other athletic fields and exercise stations and to hear about possible
viewing areas in a tiny neighborhood park -- as you define it.
 
I will file my formal comments later, but I would suggest the following for your future
interactions with citizens:
 
1.  Be honest about your plans and why you are doing them.  Don't tell callers what you
think they want to hear. It was clear at the meeting -- although unstated -- that someone
who was using this neighborhood park for soccer for young children (mostly from outside
the neighborhood) wants a full-size soccer field. Their use of the park was allowed because
that is the kind of park it is.  Everyone can use it for a variety of purposes.  You took off
from there to try to permanently change the entire use and design of the park.
 
2.  If you want serious public input -- which is doubtful -- put up your design plans prior to
the meeting so people can be prepared.  Don't hit them cold.
 
3.  I live one-half block from the park.  I did not receive a post card about this meeting. 
Why?


Edith Holleman 
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From: Edith Holleman
To: Huang, Wen
Subject: Re: RE: Disappointment
Date: Tuesday, April 24, 2018 11:58:23 AM


Thank you.  You had asked earlier for a definition of the neighborhood who uses this park and should be
contacted for future meetings.  The park is basically used by people in the 700 and 800 blocks of Gist,
Richmond, Boston, Violet, Philadelphia and Islington and also Chicago and Boundary Avenues.  The
soccer players mostly come from other neighborhoods because they are from Takoma Park's soccer
league, which is why there are so many cars when they are using the park.


On Monday, April 23, 2018, 4:07:41 PM EDT, Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org> wrote:


Dear Ms. Holleman,


 


I don’t recall I mentioned three levels of park in the presentation, but I guess you are referring to the
general policy that neighborhood parks generally don’t have a parking lot. And you want to know how the
parks are divided into different categories.


 


So in general, we have two categories for all the parks we have in Montgomery Parks.


 


Countywide parks are larger parks. They serve regional recreation or conservation needs. Such as
Wheaton Regional Park, South Germantown Recreational Park, Sligo Creek Stream Valley, and some
historical parks.


 


The other category is Community Use Parks. These are smaller parks that are primarily used by local
residents. There are four types of parks within this category: Urban Parks, Neighborhood Parks, Local
Parks, and Neighborhood Conservation Areas. The two most confusing categories are neighborhood
parks and local parks.


 


Neighborhood Parks: Approximately 2-3 acres, these parks are small, generally walk-to parks providing
informal leisure opportunity and recreation in heavily populated areas. They often provide a sitting area,
playground, informal play field, and tennis and/or basketball courts. There are 74 developed NP in the
County, mostly found in the Wheaton, Silver Spring and Bethesda area, serving for single-family
neighborhoods.


 


Local Parks: Approximately 15 acres, these parks provide both programmed and informal
recreation opportunities within reach of all area residents. These parks contain athletic
fields, tennis and basketball courts, picnic and playground areas, and sometimes recreation
buildings and other facilities
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The major difference between neighborhood and local parks is that the local parks provide
regulation size athletic fields that can be reserved for game play. Over 40% of the people
visiting local parks in 1996 were either league players or league game spectators.
Ballplayers attend games on fields near their homes, or travel to other parts of the County
to challenge opposing teams. Therefore, local parks often have large service areas. Many
people drive to local parks, while many neighborhood parks are within walking distance.


 


I hope the above information answers your question and help you understand the County’s
park system a little better. As you can tell, Silver Spring Intermediate Park is a typical
Neighborhood Park. Please be assure, there is not enough space for a full-size field and we
will not provide large, permitted field in this park.  We will re-observe the parking lot usage
to determine the size of the parking lot. And we will respect  the natural open green that is
in the park.


 


Please let me know if you have any other questions or concerns. Thank you.


 


Wen Huang


T: (301) 495-2466 | F: (301) 585-1921


www.montgomeryparks.org


 


From: Edith Holleman [mailto:hollemanea@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Saturday, April 21, 2018 7:06 PM
To: Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org>
Subject: Re: Disappointment


 


Please provide me with the definitions of the three levels of parks you mentioned at the meeting, and the
citations in your regulations or guidelines for each of these definitions.


Sent from my iPhone


On Apr 19, 2018, at 10:55 AM, Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org> wrote:


Dear Ms. Holleman,


 


Firstly, thank you for attending the meeting and gave us valuable feedback. I personally
think we had a very good community meeting yesterday with a good turnout. After
yesterday’s face to face meeting, we have a much better understanding of the community’s
needs. We will adjust our initial design and schedule accordingly.


 


Secondly, I believe there were some misunderstandings between us when we had the
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phone conversation. Your perspective of a full-size athletic field could be very different from
what a designer thinks. To me, the fields are already there, what we tries to do is to make
them graded more evenly and slightly larger to meet the youth soccer size (for age group 6
and 8) so whoever use the fields will have a better play experience. I agree one of the
options has a bigger field, but it is not our preferred option anyway, and it is still much
smaller than a full-size athletic field. Same thing to “spectator viewing areas”. But after
yesterday’s meeting, your concerns are received and we will respect the natural characters
of the existing park that many residents cherish.


 


We usually do not put plans up prior to the first community meeting, because people will
have different interpretation without hearing our explanation.


 


I will coordinate with our outreaching staff and see which boundary they use for the
postcard distribution. We will adjust the boundary for the second community meeting. Do
you mind sending me your address so we can see which area is missing from last
distribution list? Or you can give me the street block that you live if you don’t want to give
the exact address.


 


Thank you again for taking the time and sharing your thoughts with us. I appreciate your
continue attention to this project.


 


Wen Huang


T: (301) 495-2466 | F: (301) 585-1921


www.montgomeryparks.org


 


From: Edith Holleman [mailto:hollemanea@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Thursday, April 19, 2018 6:56 AM
To: Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org>
Subject: Disappointment


 


On Tuesday at noon, I talked to you about the "improvement" plan for Silver Spring Park.  I
stated that the park was too small for athletic fields, spectator viewing areas and exercise
stations.  You appeared to express surprise that those items were mentioned in the
preliminary design statement and indicated that they were not in the design.


 


Imagine my surprise at last night's meeting to see two over-designed options with a full-size
soccer field and 1-2 other athletic fields and exercise stations and to hear about possible
viewing areas in a tiny neighborhood park -- as you define it.


 


I will file my formal comments later, but I would suggest the following for your future
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interactions with citizens:


 


1.  Be honest about your plans and why you are doing them.  Don't tell callers what you
think they want to hear. It was clear at the meeting -- although unstated -- that someone
who was using this neighborhood park for soccer for young children (mostly from outside
the neighborhood) wants a full-size soccer field. Their use of the park was allowed because
that is the kind of park it is.  Everyone can use it for a variety of purposes.  You took off
from there to try to permanently change the entire use and design of the park.


 


2.  If you want serious public input -- which is doubtful -- put up your design plans prior to
the meeting so people can be prepared.  Don't hit them cold.


 


3.  I live one-half block from the park.  I did not receive a post card about this meeting. 
Why?


Edith Holleman 








From: Ann Lafferty
To: Huang, Wen
Subject: Re: RE: RE: SSI park
Date: Wednesday, May 2, 2018 3:43:50 PM


are familiar with the Red Bud trees?   they are less than 10" in diameter, I believe, but I will
measure them this evening.


They are the bright pink flowering trees along the sidewalk from the tennis court to the
basketball court.  You will see them in your slide show presentation ppt.  Those trees were
planted int 2009.  So they are 9 years old.  They of course were planted by your Parks
arborists.  Even though they are not "mature" by the definition you provided, they are unique
and will be hard to replace.  I say "replace", because when they were first planted, that spring
there was not enough rain.  Those trees showed signs of "drought stress" (leaves were curled). 
So I personally carried 5 gal jugs of water for several days, so the trees would survive.  These
Red Buds were replacing other flowering trees along that walkway, btw.


The other flowering tree that is close to the corner of Chicago and Boston was planted even
before 2009, Mo Turay was the one who had it planted.  It blooms before the Red Buds.


Would you cut down these trees?


thank you,
Ann


On Wednesday, May 2, 2018, 3:33:54 PM EDT, Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org>
wrote:


Hello Ms. Lafferty,


 


That’s a good question. According to the Forest Conservation Law, any tree that is over 24” diameter
(DBH) needs to be recorded. So we are definitely preserving those trees. There are also many trees over
10” diameter, which we will do our best to protect. Several trees that are less than 10” will be less
concerned if it will take too much effort (considering construction cost and space that will be taken to
preserve them).


 


There are two small trees (4” diameter) near the memorial bench. They will be preserved because of their
special meaning.


 


Wen Huang


T: (301) 495-2466 | F: (301) 585-1921


www.montgomeryparks.org
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From: Ann Lafferty [mailto:lafferty_ann@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, May 02, 2018 2:39 PM
To: Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org>
Subject: Re: RE: SSI park


 


thank you so much.  


 


how do you define "mature tree"?


 


 


 


On Wednesday, May 2, 2018, 1:26:57 PM EDT, Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org>
wrote:


 


 


Dear Ms. Lafferty,


 


The goal of the improvements is to refresh the park to meet accessibility and environmental requirements
and better address the community's needs now and in the future. Existing recreational facilities and
mature trees within the park will remain.


 


In the 2nd community meeting, we will present more options based on the community input we received
prior to the 2nd meeting. So you have the chance to comment on those options. Depending on the
response and reaction of the 2nd meeting, we will determine whether we can move forward with the
design, or if we need to meet with the community again.


 


Thank you.


 


Wen Huang


T: (301) 495-2466 | F: (301) 585-1921


www.montgomeryparks.org
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From: Ann Lafferty [mailto:lafferty_ann@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, May 02, 2018 10:42 AM
To: Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org>
Subject: SSI park


 


Hello Ms. Wen -


 


I have a few questions regarding the process for the park renovation:


1) what is the goal of the renovation?


2) I understand you will have a 2nd presentation later this year, what will the process
be after that?  Will we be able to comment and amend that 2nd design?


 


thank you,


Ann Lafferty
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From: Ann Lafferty
To: Huang, Wen
Subject: Re: RE: SSI park decay
Date: Wednesday, April 4, 2018 11:09:17 AM


Hi Ms. Huang:
Glad to hear the decayed wood will be fixed, thank you.
see you at the presentation.
Ann


On Monday, April 2, 2018, 10:33:29 AM EDT, Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org> wrote:


Hello Ms. Lafferty,


 


Thank you for the photo. I did notice the decay of the lumber seat wall near the basketball court. As we
are going to make improvements at the park, this will be part of the improvements.


 


Wen Huang


T: (301) 495-2466 | F: (301) 585-1921


www.montgomeryparks.org


 


From: Ann Lafferty [mailto:lafferty_ann@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Sunday, April 01, 2018 3:11 PM
To: Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org>
Subject: SSI park decay


 


Hello Ms. Huang,


We still have rotting wood at the basketball courts.  I have written to the park
maintenance and also phoned in the issue, but it has not been addressed and is
getting worse.


Is this part of your improvements?


thank you


Ann Lafferty 


812 Violet Place


20910
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From: Ann Lafferty
To: Huang, Wen
Subject: Re: RE: SSI park decay
Date: Friday, April 20, 2018 9:10:08 AM


Hello Ms. Huang - thanks to you and your colleagues for a good discussion on Wednesday
night.
Would you please send me your impressive power point presentation, so I can share with my
neighbors who are interested but unable to attend?
You all did a lot of good research and identifying the problem areas.
thanks again, and looking forward to your next presentation and discussion,
Ann Lafferty
812 Violet Place


On Monday, April 2, 2018, 10:33:29 AM EDT, Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org> wrote:


Hello Ms. Lafferty,


 


Thank you for the photo. I did notice the decay of the lumber seat wall near the basketball court. As we
are going to make improvements at the park, this will be part of the improvements.


 


Wen Huang


T: (301) 495-2466 | F: (301) 585-1921


www.montgomeryparks.org


 


From: Ann Lafferty [mailto:lafferty_ann@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Sunday, April 01, 2018 3:11 PM
To: Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org>
Subject: SSI park decay


 


Hello Ms. Huang,


We still have rotting wood at the basketball courts.  I have written to the park
maintenance and also phoned in the issue, but it has not been addressed and is
getting worse.


Is this part of your improvements?


thank you


Ann Lafferty 


812 Violet Place
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From: Ann Lafferty
To: Huang, Wen
Subject: Re: RE: SSI park improvements
Date: Tuesday, March 20, 2018 12:39:53 PM


Thank you!  are there drawings of what you mention here?
So exciting!


On Tuesday, March 20, 2018, 12:29:36 PM EDT, Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org>
wrote:


Dear Ms. Lafferty,


 


Thank you for emailing me to request the park improvement information. The proposed improvements will
focus on three main aspects:


1. Connection: both between park amenities, and along the sidewalk to the park entrance. Our goal
is to create an accessible loop path within the park that can be used by people with all abilities


2. Storm water management: we will address the drainage issue and create stormwater management
area at the SE corner of the park


3. Amenities: Most of existing amenities will remain. The fields will be regraded and resized so they
will be more suitable for different age group of youth play. We may introduce better viewing space
with new shade structures. We may also add couple fitness stations for more age group to enjoy
the park.


 


I am sorry that you won’t be able to attend the community meeting. But again, thank you for sending me
this email.


Please visit the Project website for more information. The website will be updated after the community
meeting to include our presentation and neighbors feedback and our future actions.


https://www.montgomeryparks.org/projects/directory/silver-spring-intermediate-neighborhood-park-
improvement-plan/


 


Thank you.


 


Wen Huang


T: (301) 495-2466 | F: (301) 585-1921


www.montgomeryparks.org


 


From: Ann Lafferty [mailto:lafferty_ann@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Monday, March 19, 2018 8:16 PM
To: Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org>
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Subject: SSI park improvements


 


Hello Ms. Huang -


I got your MNCPPC postcard abotu the meeting on April 18.  Sadly I"m not sure I can
make it.  Could you give me an idea of the type of improvements being proposed?


thank you,


Ann Lafferty


812 Violet Place


SS MD 20910








From: Ann Lafferty
To: Huang, Wen
Subject: Re: RE: SSI park
Date: Wednesday, May 2, 2018 2:38:37 PM


thank you so much.  


how do you define "mature tree"?


On Wednesday, May 2, 2018, 1:26:57 PM EDT, Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org>
wrote:


Dear Ms. Lafferty,


 


The goal of the improvements is to refresh the park to meet accessibility and environmental requirements
and better address the community's needs now and in the future. Existing recreational facilities and
mature trees within the park will remain.


 


In the 2nd community meeting, we will present more options based on the community input we received
prior to the 2nd meeting. So you have the chance to comment on those options. Depending on the
response and reaction of the 2nd meeting, we will determine whether we can move forward with the
design, or if we need to meet with the community again.


 


Thank you.


 


Wen Huang


T: (301) 495-2466 | F: (301) 585-1921


www.montgomeryparks.org


 


From: Ann Lafferty [mailto:lafferty_ann@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, May 02, 2018 10:42 AM
To: Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org>
Subject: SSI park


 


Hello Ms. Wen -
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I have a few questions regarding the process for the park renovation:


1) what is the goal of the renovation?


2) I understand you will have a 2nd presentation later this year, what will the process
be after that?  Will we be able to comment and amend that 2nd design?


 


thank you,


Ann Lafferty








From: Ann Lafferty
To: Huang, Wen
Subject: Re: RE: the end
Date: Wednesday, May 23, 2018 7:33:00 PM


Hi again - I was thinking you asked for the photos, if you came, I would show you the various
areas and the uses I've seen over the years.  If there is time I would ask a few neighbors to join
us.  For instance, Monica who lives on Gist was not at the meeting and I do not think she has
participated on the forum, however, she has a home-based day care and goes to the park every
day, weather permitting, at least once a day.  She would be a good person to ask:  what
improvements would you like for the park.


How does that sound?


thank you,
Ann


P.S.  there are 2 other uses for the parking lot (removing an existing use will not be
appreciated) 
1) in the evenings and weekends, people work on their cars - waxing, etc.
2) I heard that the police use that lot when they pull over a speeding car or the like off of Rt
410 (Phila Ave).


On Wednesday, May 23, 2018, 5:26:43 PM EDT, Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org>
wrote:


Dear Mrs. Lafferty,


 


Thank you for taking the photos and sending to me. I would love to have a walk through with you. Do you
have any specific topics that you want to go through during the walk? I would like to see if I should invite
related personals to the walk through.


 


Thank you.


 


Wen Huang


T: (301) 495-2466 | F: (301) 585-1921


www.montgomeryparks.org


 


From: Ann Lafferty [mailto:lafferty_ann@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, May 22, 2018 8:27 PM
To: Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org>
Subject: the end
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I invited you to join me at the park for a walk through!


at your convenience.


 


Ann





