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From: Edith Holleman
To: Huang, Wen
Subject: Re: Town Hall Forum on SS Park
Date: Thursday, July 12, 2018 11:06:30 AM


I was responding to stickers at second community meeting which were vastly against Option 4.
It was a fatal mistake not to ask where people lived. Was it deliberate?
For some unknown reason, P&P decided to cause community dissension at the instigation of people who don’t live near the park and want to destroy its character for their own limited use. These people did not bother to show up at the meetings.  If you want to see an underutilized Park, go to Bell Ziegler and work on it. It
is a disaster.
You have made a joke of public participation.


Sent from my iPhone


> On Jul 12, 2018, at 10:54 AM, Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org> wrote:
>
> Hello Mrs. Holleman,
>
> All four options were developed based on the feedback received from the first community meeting, to respect the open character of the park. During the meeting, there were several people supported option 4, and some said that any option would work.
>
> The link of the forum surveys were only sent to the emails registered at the community meetings and those who had emailed me. We did encourage people to distribute the links to their neighbors and friends who use and care the park.
>
> While majority people chose Option 4,  they chose it for different reasons. Therefore our final concept will not be exactly what Option 4 is showing. We will take into account your comments of preserving the characters of the park, especially the natural feeling of the open space, and mature trees.
>
> One thing we will keep in mind though is that in the survey we should always ask how far away the voters live from the park, and how often they visit the park. We did that in the first survey but skipped in the second. Thank you for pointing this out.
>
> I appreciate that you take the time to write email to me and let us know your concerns. Thank you.
>
> Wen Huang
> T: (301) 495-2466 | F: (301) 585-1921
> https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?
url=www.montgomeryparks.org&amp;data=02%7C01%7Cwen.huang%40montgomeryparks.org%7Cd5570e380ec84d34e4e408d5e8090ada%7Ca9061e0c24ca4c1cbeff039bb8c05816%7C0%7C0%7C636670047892362077&amp;sdata=4Bggj5DDHWbhQGQlL1Ci9RcMka7n7SdVrGKhY%2FLlKRI%3D&amp;reserved=0
>
> -----Original Message-----
> From: Edith Holleman [mailto:hollemanea@yahoo.com]
> Sent: Thursday, July 12, 2018 9:28 AM
> To: Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org>
> Subject: Town Hall Forum on SS Park
>
> I must question why P&P opened the forum on our neighborhood park to anyone who cared to comment, regardless of where they lived. The park is primarily for people who live within 1/2 miles of the park. Those people were at your two public meetings and made their positions quite clear — leave the free play space
as is.
> Now people living miles away have an equal say in the forum and are voting for an option no one in the meetings supported. I must question this process and its purpose.
>
> Edith Holleman
>
> Sent from my iPhone
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From: Huang, Wen
To: Paul Barkley; Heidi Coleman; Ann Lafferty
Cc: Tsai, Andrew
Subject: RE: Fw: WSSC Sewer map for SSIS
Date: Thursday, September 20, 2018 3:43:00 PM


Hello Paul,
 
Thank you very much for the detailed information. The drainage load is calculated based on surface
area, so I would think whatever WSSC is going do should not affect how we treat the drainage issue
and storm drainage calculation. But I could be wrong since I am not an engineer. I will definitely pass
your information to our engineers to be on board. And we will schedule coordination meeting with
WSSC to see how we can work together. It looks like you brought WSSC in at a good timing. Thank
you very much.
 
Wen Huang
301-495-2466
 


From: Paul Barkley <pbarkley@bluecrabsoftware.com> 
Sent: Thursday, September 20, 2018 3:36 PM
To: Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org>; Heidi Coleman
<heidi.l.coleman@gmail.com>; Ann Lafferty <lafferty_ann@yahoo.com>
Cc: Tsai, Andrew <andrew.tsai@montgomeryparks.org>
Subject: RE: Fw: WSSC Sewer map for SSIS
 
Wen,
 
I understand that you’re focused on draining the SSIS park, which is clearly a basin that collects
water.  However, as noted in the materials forwarded to you, there was definitely a sanitary sewer
line from the school that ran south across the property as noted on the map and exited down Boston
Avenue and joined the Boston Avenue sewer line.  Supposedly that line was capped when the school
was closed, but as you know, old sewer lines were typically made from vitreous products and over
time they crack and let sewage out into the ground, and ground water into the sewage pipe.  That
pipe under the park no longer has sewage flowing in it, but it may very well be letting ground water
from your basin into the sanitary sewer pipe.
 
And no, these were never the same pipes anywhere—that’s not how storm and sanitary sewers are
constructed.  They’re completely separate systems.  What this means to you is that your engineers
need to take this into consideration because we’re going to do everything we can to stop any
groundwater flows into this pipe and on to the Boston Avenue sewer.  If, in fact, part of this SSIS
basin is being drained by water entering the sanitary sewer, when that is eventually capped you’re
going to have that much more water to deal with, which might be an expensive surprise to you and
your project.
 
Now, no one knows for sure if this pipe is letting groundwater into our sanitary sewer, but it appears
highly likely, given the age of the pipe and the way things were handled when it was disconnected. 
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It should have been disconnected at the Boston Avenue sewer end, not just capped at the school
end, which is likely what happened.  Until WSSC determines whether that old school sewer line is
completely disconnected from the sewer through video or other inspection, your engineers need to
consider that they may have even more stormwater to deal with than they were expecting.
 
So please make sure you pass this information on to the engineers designing the drainage of the SSIS
property.  Thanks.
 
Regards,
Paul Barkley on Boston Avenue
 
Blue Crab Software, LLC
http://www.bluecrabsoftware.com/
301.576.6447
202.291.2011
 


From: Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org> 
Sent: Thursday, September 20, 2018 2:17 PM
To: Heidi Coleman <heidi.l.coleman@gmail.com>; Ann Lafferty <lafferty_ann@yahoo.com>
Cc: Tsai, Andrew <andrew.tsai@montgomeryparks.org>; Paul Barkley
<pbarkley@bluecrabsoftware.com>
Subject: RE: Fw: WSSC Sewer map for SSIS
 
Heidi,
 
Thank you for contacting me. I can’t answer your question at this time until we know what WSSC’s
scope is. Our focus is on the stormwater management that is required for new construction, and
solve the drainage issue within the park boundary. WSSC is probably focus more on the sewage
issue.  These are two different systems. We are not sure if in the old time, WSSC has the two
systems ran in same pipe, but we still need to address the storm drainage. We will know more after
coordinating with WSSC.
 
Wen Huang
301-495-2466
 
From: Heidi Coleman <heidi.l.coleman@gmail.com> 
Sent: Thursday, September 20, 2018 2:10 PM
To: Ann Lafferty <lafferty_ann@yahoo.com>
Cc: Tsai, Andrew <andrew.tsai@montgomeryparks.org>; Huang, Wen
<wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org>; pbarkley@bluecrabsoftware.com
Subject: Re: Fw: WSSC Sewer map for SSIS
 
Ann,
Thank you for sharing these details.
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Wen,
With the work that WSSC is doing, does that mean that fewer modifications will be needed in
SSI Park to address drainage issues?
 
Thank you,
Heidi Coleman
 
On Fri, Sep 14, 2018 at 11:53 AM Ann Lafferty <lafferty_ann@yahoo.com> wrote:


Andrew and Wen - 
I am forwarding more details related to the posting from the North Takoma Park list serv,
which I sent you earlier today.
 
The attached slides were used by the neighbors in a presentation to WSSC, as I understand
it.  These neighbors are having repeated sewage backed up into their homes.  Some feel the
water surge is related to the water from SSI Park.
 
I sincerely hope that you, Andrew and Wen, will work with Paul and the neighbors, so that
Parks Dept and WSSC can improve the water problems.
 
I suggest you contact Paul, as he very knowledgeable about the sewage issues and has been
advocating with WSSC for quite a while, though he is not the only neighbor involved.
 
thank you,
Ann
 
----- Forwarded Message -----
From: Paul Barkley <pbarkley@bluecrabsoftware.com>
To: lafferty_ann@yahoo.com <lafferty_ann@yahoo.com>
Sent: Friday, September 14, 2018, 11:47:20 AM EDT
Subject: WSSC Sewer map for SSIS
 


Hi Ann, I got your VM this morning, and left you a call on both your home and work numbers.  I wasn’t sure
which one you wanted me to use.


 


I’ve attached the PowerPoint slide deck that we used in our first meeting with WSSC.  The last slide shows the
abandoned sewer line from the school, along with some notes.  Our concern is that this old pipe is probably
cracked, as many are, and may be letting ground water in…  OK, we just spoke on the phone, so no need for
more explanations!  I look forward to the park planning process taking this into consideration and coordinating,
we would hope, with WSSC.


 


Regards,


Paul


 


Blue Crab Software, LLC
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From: Heidi Coleman
To: Huang, Wen
Cc: lafferty_ann@yahoo.com
Subject: Re: Comments Regarding SSI Park
Date: Thursday, August 9, 2018 10:03:16 AM


Dear Wen,
Thank you for our recent conversation. As we discussed, Ann Lafferty and I would appreciate
the opportunity to meet with you about SSI Park. We are interested in more details and some
clarification about the process and some features of the options being considered.


Would you be able to meet with us at 4 pm either Wednesday or Thursday of next week (Aug
15 or 16)?


Thank you,
Heidi


On Jul 23, 2018, at 6:12 PM, Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org> wrote:


Dear Mr. and Mrs. Coleman,
 
Thank you for your thoughtful comments and analysis to the on-line survey. All four
concepts were developed based on the public comments to preserve the openness of
the lawn area and mature trees, but Option 4 provides more new amenities than other
three options do. People chose Option 4 for different reasons, some for the natural
play opportunities and some for the loop trail or shade structure. Many people voted it
for the multi-purpose courts (44 among 59 voters who selected option 4).
 
In more urbanized areas such as this neighborhood, it is our intent to convert single-
purpose courts to multi-purpose courts in order to accommodate increased demands
from various user groups. Our Park Planning staff will conduct a study to see how the
public tennis and basketball courts in the surrounding area are being used. The result
of the study will help inform the design of the courts in terms of potential uses.
 
The Open Town Hall Forum provides a tool to map the general location of the voters.
Among 116 voters, only 4 are from outside of the region. The rest 112 voters are all
from Silver Spring or Takoma Park area (about 3 miles radius). We cannot identify
though if these 112 voters from these two areas live within ½-mile radius of the park.
We will include the question in our future survey related with project.
 
And please see my response below to your requests:


·         We request assurances that:
1. The green spaces will be maintained and not divided.


Yes, the green space will be maintained and the proposed
walkways will be at the perimeter of the open space.


2. Every effort will be made to keep as many trees as possible
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It’s our intent to minimize the impact of the proposed
improvements on the existing trees.


3. If any open green space is regraded or leveled, the two hills (the
one between Philadelphia Avenue and the tennis courts; and the
other one, from the parking area toward the green space
between the tennis court and the playground) be kept intact, so
young children can continue to use these hills for sledding


The concept plan proposes some regrading to solve the
drainage issue and enlarge the playable space. But sliding hill
opportunities will still be provided.


4. No use will be added to the tennis court that will dominate that
space and the rest of the park.


This will be determined based on our courts study mentioned
above.


 
I hope my response addressed your concerns. We will post the final concept plan on
our website before we present the plan to the Planning Board. Thanks again for taking
the time to send us your thoughts on this project.
 
Sincerely,
 
Wen Huang
T: (301) 495-2466 | F: (301) 585-1921
www.montgomeryparks.org
 
From: Heidi Coleman [mailto:heidi.l.coleman@gmail.com] 
Sent: Thursday, July 19, 2018 6:58 PM
To: Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org>
Cc: Ma, Michael <Michael.Ma@montgomeryparks.org>; Komes, Linda
<Linda.Komes@montgomeryparks.org>; Lai, Judie <judie.lai@montgomeryparks.org>;
Tsai, Andrew <andrew.tsai@montgomeryparks.org>; Turay, Mohammed
<Mohammed.Turay@montgomeryparks.org>; Anderson, Casey
<Casey.Anderson@mncppc-mc.org>; Riemer, Hans
<hans.riemer@montgomerycountymd.gov>;
councilmember.hucker@montgomerycountymd.gov; Roger Coleman
<musicguy55@hotmail.com>
Subject: Re: Comments Regarding SSI Park
 
My apologies ... Sending this again, and including Casey Anderson, too.  
 
On Thu, Jul 19, 2018 at 6:52 PM, Heidi Coleman <heidi.l.coleman@gmail.com> wrote:


Dear Wen Huang and Other Members of the Montgomery County Planning
Department,
 
I am writing with regard to the proposed plans for Silver Spring Intermediate (SSI)
Park.  Now that the Open Town Hall Forum has closed, I feel compelled to express
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some serious concerns about the outcome of this survey and the process.
 
Option #4


·         The final tally shows that Option #4 received the most votes (50.9%). 


·         However, this option is inconsistent with the responses to the other
questions regarding amenities that respondents favored.  For example, the
votes did NOT favor exercise stations (static or dynamic) and opinion was
very divided about a shade structure.


·         Option #4 is also inconsistent with the weight of opinion at BOTH
community meetings, when community members supported necessary
modifications to address drainage issues and ADA compliance, but strongly
favored minimal changes that do not change the character of the park.


 
Multi-Use Courts


·         The survey results strongly favor multi-use courts.


·         However, the question did not give respondents the opportunity to
specify WHICH uses they favored.  Currently, the space is used primarily for
tennis, and when no one is playing tennis, neighbors can allow their young
children (or dogs) to run around or even learn to ride a bicycle in a safe,
enclosed space. 


·         For example, I would support other compatible uses, such as pickle ball
and a larger backboard.  However, I have serious concerns about whether a
“small sided soccer” space would be compatible.  Would this space be
scheduled for regular soccer games throughout the year?  How many people
would be using it at a time?  What impact would that have on other uses of
this space or on parking in the lot and in the neighborhood?  There has not
been sufficient information shared about this option and the ramifications
on the park and neighborhood.


 
Respondents


·         The previous survey asked respondents whether they lived near the
park and how often they use the park.  Such questions were omitted from
this latest survey.  SSI Park is very small (only 3 acres).  It has always been
intended as a local, neighborhood park.  The outcome of its future should
not be decided by people who don’t use the park and don’t live nearby.


 
Requests


·         Before a final decision is made, we request another community meeting
to hear the proposed decision BEFORE it is adopted, with another
opportunity for community input.


·         We request assurances that:


o   The green spaces will be maintained and not divided


o   Every effort will be made to keep as many trees as possible







o   If any open green space is regraded or leveled, the two hills (the
one between Philadelphia Avenue and the tennis courts; and the
other one, from the parking area toward the green space between
the tennis court and the playground) be kept intact, so young
children can continue to use these hills for sledding


o   No use will be added to the tennis court that will dominate that
space and the rest of the park.


 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Very sincerely,
 
 
Heidi and Roger Coleman
801 Philadelphia Avenue
Silver Spring, MD
(corner of Philadelphia and Chicago Avenues; across from the basketball courts;
since 1982)
 
cc:  Hans Reimer, County Council At Large
       Tom Hucker, County Council District 5
 
 
 


 








From: Heidi Coleman
To: Huang, Wen
Cc: Ma, Michael; Komes, Linda; Lai, Judie; Tsai, Andrew; Turay, Mohammed; Riemer, Hans;


councilmember.hucker@montgomerycountymd.gov; Roger Coleman
Subject: Comments Regarding SSI Park
Date: Thursday, July 19, 2018 6:52:31 PM


Dear Wen Huang and Other Members of the Montgomery County Planning Department,
 
I am writing with regard to the proposed plans for Silver Spring Intermediate (SSI) Park.  Now that
the Open Town Hall Forum has closed, I feel compelled to express some serious concerns about the
outcome of this survey and the process.
 
Option #4


·         The final tally shows that Option #4 received the most votes (50.9%). 
·         However, this option is inconsistent with the responses to the other questions regarding
amenities that respondents favored.  For example, the votes did NOT favor exercise stations
(static or dynamic) and opinion was very divided about a shade structure.
·         Option #4 is also inconsistent with the weight of opinion at BOTH community meetings,
when community members supported necessary modifications to address drainage issues
and ADA compliance, but strongly favored minimal changes that do not change the
character of the park.


 
Multi-Use Courts


·         The survey results strongly favor multi-use courts.
·         However, the question did not give respondents the opportunity to specify WHICH uses
they favored.  Currently, the space is used primarily for tennis, and when no one is playing
tennis, neighbors can allow their young children (or dogs) to run around or even learn to ride
a bicycle in a safe, enclosed space. 
·         For example, I would support other compatible uses, such as pickle ball and a larger
backboard.  However, I have serious concerns about whether a “small sided soccer” space
would be compatible.  Would this space be scheduled for regular soccer games throughout
the year?  How many people would be using it at a time?  What impact would that have on
other uses of this space or on parking in the lot and in the neighborhood?  There has not
been sufficient information shared about this option and the ramifications on the park and
neighborhood.


 
Respondents


·         The previous survey asked respondents whether they lived near the park and how often
they use the park.  Such questions were omitted from this latest survey.  SSI Park is very
small (only 3 acres).  It has always been intended as a local, neighborhood park.  The
outcome of its future should not be decided by people who don’t use the park and don’t live
nearby.


 
Requests


·         Before a final decision is made, we request another community meeting to hear the
proposed decision BEFORE it is adopted, with another opportunity for community input.
·         We request assurances that:


o   The green spaces will be maintained and not divided
o   Every effort will be made to keep as many trees as possible
o   If any open green space is regraded or leveled, the two hills (the one between
Philadelphia Avenue and the tennis courts; and the other one, from the parking area
toward the green space between the tennis court and the playground) be kept
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intact, so young children can continue to use these hills for sledding
o   No use will be added to the tennis court that will dominate that space and the
rest of the park.


 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Very sincerely,
 


Heidi and Roger Coleman
801 Philadelphia Avenue
Silver Spring, MD
(corner of Philadelphia and Chicago Avenues; across from the basketball courts; since 1982)
 
cc:  Hans Reimer, County Council At Large
       Tom Hucker, County Council District 5
 
 








From: Huang, Wen
To: Ronald Murphy; Ma, Michael; Komes, Linda; Lai, Judie; Tsai, Andrew; Turay, Mohammed; Anderson, Casey;


hans.riemer@montgomerycountymd.gov; councilmember.hucker@montgomerycountymd.gov
Subject: RE: SSI Park concerns
Date: Friday, July 27, 2018 4:38:00 PM


Dear Mr. and Mrs. Murphy, Mr. Dunn and Mrs. Rausch
 
Thank you for contacting me about your concerns. The on-line result does show difference from the
community meeting. The on-line forum is a relatively new tool for Parks to efficently receive more
feedback from the park users. It actually provides map that shows the general location of the voters.
Among 116 voters, only 4 are from outside of the region. The rest 112 voters are all from Silver
Spring or Takoma Park area (about 3 miles radius). We cannot identify though if these 112 voters
from these two areas live within ½-mile radius of the park. We will include the question in our future
survey related with project.
 
All four concepts were developed based on the public comments to preserve the openness of the
lawn area and mature trees, but Option 4 provides more new amenities than other three options do.
People chose Option 4 for different reasons, some for the natural play opportunities and some for
the loop trail or shade structure. Many people voted it for the multi-purpose courts (44 among 59
voters who selected option 4).
 
In more urbanized areas such as this neighborhood, it is our intent to convert single-purpose courts
to multi-purpose courts in order to accommodate increased demands from various user groups. Our
Park Planning staff will conduct a study to see how the public tennis and basketball courts in the
surrounding area are being used. The result of the study will help inform the design of the courts in
terms of potential uses.
 
And please see my response below to your requests:


·         We request assurances that:
1. The green spaces will be maintained and not divided.


Yes, the green space will be maintained and the proposed walkways will be
at the perimeter of the open space.


2. Every effort will be made to keep as many trees as possible


It’s our intent to minimize the impact of the proposed improvements on the
existing trees.


3. If any open green space is regraded or leveled, the two hills will be kept intact,
so young children can continue to use these hills for sledding


The concept plan proposes some regrading to solve the drainage issue and
enlarge the playable space. But sliding hill opportunities will still be provided.


4. No use will be added to the tennis court that will dominate that space and the
rest of the park.


This will be determined based on our courts study mentioned above.
 
I hope my response addressed your concerns. We will post the final concept plan on our website
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before we present the plan to the Planning Board. Thanks again for taking the time to send us your
thoughts on this project.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Wen Huang
T: (301) 495-2466 | F: (301) 585-1921
www.montgomeryparks.org
 


From: Ronald Murphy <murphy_ronald@hotmail.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, July 25, 2018 6:56 PM
To: Huang, Wen <Wen.Huang@montgomeryparks.org>; Ma, Michael
<Michael.Ma@montgomeryparks.org>; Komes, Linda <Linda.Komes@montgomeryparks.org>; Lai,
Judie <judie.lai@montgomeryparks.org>; Tsai, Andrew <Andrew.Tsai@montgomeryparks.org>;
Turay, Mohammed <Mohammed.Turay@montgomeryparks.org>; Anderson, Casey
<Casey.Anderson@mncppc-mc.org>; hans.riemer@montgomerycountymd.gov;
councilmember.hucker@montgomerycountymd.gov
Subject: SSI Park concerns
 


Dear Wen Huang and Other Members of the Montgomery County Planning Department,


 


We are writing with regard to the proposed plans for Silver Spring Intermediate (SSI) Park. 
Below are the concerns we have. We want to stress that those of us who live right on the
park’s edge feel that our concerns are not being given sufficient consideration. We are, after
all, the ones who will  directly experience  the effects of any modifications.


 


Respondents


·         The previous survey asked respondents whether they lived near the park and how
often they use the park.  Such questions were omitted from the latest survey.  SSI Park
is very small (only 3 acres).  It has always been intended as a local, neighborhood
park.  Its future should not be decided by people who don’t use the park regularly and
don’t live nearby. The concerns of those who live closest to the park should be given
greater weight.


 


 


Option #4


·         The final tally shows that Option #4 received the most votes (50.9%). 
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·         However, this option is inconsistent with the responses to the questions regarding
amenities that respondents favored.  For example, the votes did NOT favor exercise
stations (static or dynamic) and opinion was very divided about a shade structure.


·         Option #4 is also inconsistent with the weight of opinion at BOTH community
meetings, when community members supported necessary modifications to address
drainage issues and ADA compliance, but strongly favored minimal changes that do
not change the character of the park.


 


Multi-Use Courts


·         The survey results strongly favor multi-use courts.


·         However, the question did not give respondents the opportunity to specify WHICH
uses they favored.  Currently, the space is used primarily for tennis, and when no one
is playing tennis, neighbors can allow their young children (or dogs) to run around or
even learn to ride a bicycle in a safe, enclosed space. 


·         For example, we would support other compatible uses, such as pickle ball and a
larger backboard.  However, we have serious concerns about whether a “small sided
soccer” space would be compatible.  Would this space be scheduled for regular soccer
games throughout the year?  How many people would be using it at a time?  What
impact would that have on other uses of this space or on parking in the lot and in the
neighborhood?  There has not been sufficient information shared about this option and
the ramifications on the park and neighborhood.


 


Requests


·         We request assurances that:


o   The green spaces will be maintained and not divided


o   Every effort will be made to keep as many trees as possible


o   If any open green space is regraded or leveled, the two hills will be kept
intact, so young children can continue to use these hills for sledding


o   No use will be added to the tennis court that will dominate that space and the
rest of the park.


 


Thank you for your consideration. 


 


Sincerely,







 


Ron and Stephanie Murphy


701 Boston Ave


Takoma Park, MD 20912


 


Patrick Dunn and Collette Rausch


703 Boston Ave


Takoma Park, MD 20912


 








From: Ann Lafferty
To: Tsai, Andrew; Huang, Wen
Cc: Paul Barkley; Heidi Coleman
Subject: Fw: WSSC Sewer map for SSIS
Date: Friday, September 14, 2018 11:55:44 AM
Attachments: NTP WSSC Sewer Backup Overview_draft for 08-08-2018 mtg.pptx


Andrew and Wen - 
I am forwarding more details related to the posting from the North Takoma Park list serv,
which I sent you earlier today.


The attached slides were used by the neighbors in a presentation to WSSC, as I understand it. 
These neighbors are having repeated sewage backed up into their homes.  Some feel the water
surge is related to the water from SSI Park.


I sincerely hope that you, Andrew and Wen, will work with Paul and the neighbors, so that
Parks Dept and WSSC can improve the water problems.


I suggest you contact Paul, as he very knowledgeable about the sewage issues and has been
advocating with WSSC for quite a while, though he is not the only neighbor involved.


thank you,
Ann


----- Forwarded Message -----
From: Paul Barkley <pbarkley@bluecrabsoftware.com>
To: lafferty_ann@yahoo.com <lafferty_ann@yahoo.com>
Sent: Friday, September 14, 2018, 11:47:20 AM EDT
Subject: WSSC Sewer map for SSIS


Hi Ann, I got your VM this morning, and left you a call on both your home and work numbers.  I wasn’t
sure which one you wanted me to use.


 


I’ve attached the PowerPoint slide deck that we used in our first meeting with WSSC.  The last slide
shows the abandoned sewer line from the school, along with some notes.  Our concern is that this old
pipe is probably cracked, as many are, and may be letting ground water in…  OK, we just spoke on the
phone, so no need for more explanations!  I look forward to the park planning process taking this into
consideration and coordinating, we would hope, with WSSC.


 


Regards,


Paul


 


Blue Crab Software, LLC


http://www.bluecrabsoftware.com/


301.576.6447
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North Takoma Sewer 
Backup Overview
(8 August 2018)
6 August 2018 draft
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Prepared by Committee of North Takoma Park Residents 


who have been subjected to repeated sewage floods in their homes








Montgomery County Planning Commission Map Shows Large Area Drained by Boston Avenue & New York Ave to Baltimore Ave Lines
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https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/DEP/Resources/Files/Downloads/WS/2017-chapter4-draft.pdf





Here’s the Planning Commission write-up on Sligo Creek Basin





I.C.1.A.v.a. Sligo Creek Basin --The Sligo Creek Basin is relatively small and substantially developed, covering an area from downtown Wheaton south to downtown Silver Spring. The trunk sewer parallels Sligo Creek and enters the Prince George's County east of the Silver Spring commercial center. The boundaries of this basin is shown in Figure 4-F15. The Arcola Pumping Station is the only wastewater pumping station used to divert wastewater flows into the Sligo Creek from the adjacent Northwest Branch Basin. Based on current and future flows and other factors, WSSC regularly evaluates and categorizes all of its pump stations to allow for proper planning to handle expected wastewater flows. The latest WSSC’s evaluation conducted in 2010, the Arcola Pump Station was classified under category “A”. Category A includes pump stations with the following conditions:  Projected peak flows are less than the tested safe pumping capacity  The pump run time is less than 15 hours over the three year period  Capacity related overflows do not occur. The current estimated flows and safe and maximum pumping capacities for the Arcola Pump Station are listed below. Wastewater Pump Station Average Dry Weather Flow (MGD)1 Estimated Peak Flow (MGD)2 Safe Capacity (MGD)3 Maximum Capacity (MGD)3 Arcola 0.014 0.056 0.17 0.22 1: The average dry weather flows are estimated from pump station flow data (March 2015 to March 2016) 2: The estimated peak flows are based on the Maryland Peak Flow Curve 3: The Safe and Maximum capacities are based on pump tests conducted in 2015.
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WSSC Map Partially Confirms that Boston Avenue Line Drains a Large Area (NW portion is not shown)
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8” Takoma Ave. Line feeds into Boston Ave. Line.  Boston Ave. line size not given -- possibly 6”?





NY Ave to 


Baltimore Ave Line
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It appears from the Planning Commission Map that the Boston Avenue line drains Fenton, Philadelphia, Violet, Bounary, Richmond, Gist, and Chesapeake 
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HOME WITH SEWER BACKUPS


Known NTP Addresses with 


History of Backflow Damage 


(25 July 2018 initial inventory)





Recurring problems during storms with




backup at Takoma Ave & Boston Ave junction


backup at major junction of Boston Ave line, NY-Baltimore Ave line, and Piney Branch Road Line


How far does the catchment area for the Boston Ave line extend?
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???


Topo map suggests long reach to the north and west





???








High point


Unknown boundary of catchment for Boston Avenue Line
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1975 Sewer Line Map Showing Former Layouts


 








Possibility of massive stormwater influxes from old sewer connections of the former Silver Spring Intermediate School 


School was opened in 1925, enlarged 1927-28, partially  demolished in the 1970s, and finally demolished in the 1980s)
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Early history from http://www.takomapark.info/library/reference/tphistory/stern.html





Recent history from https://www.montgomeryparks.org/projects/directory/silver-spring-intermediate-neighborhood-park-improvement-plan/





“The 3.6-acre Silver Spring Intermediate Neighborhood Park is the former site of the Silver Spring Intermediate School.  Although the property is still owned by Montgomery County Public Schools, it is managed by M-NCPPC Montgomery Parks. Following demolition of the school buildings in the 1970s and 1980s, amenities such as the parking lot, basketball court, tennis court, ballfields and playground were gradually installed in the park in the 1980s and upgraded in 2000s.”





M-NCPPC Montgomery Parks has current renovation project:



“The goal of this project is to enhance access to the park and connections between park amenities, improve the existing athletic fields and address ongoing drainage issues. Existing amenities within the park will remain. Potential new amenities may include a shade structure, viewing area for the fields, exercise stations and additional walkway connections.”
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From: Edith Holleman
To: Huang, Wen
Subject: Silver Spring Park
Date: Sunday, June 17, 2018 4:13:55 PM


Are the four options you presented at the 6/12 meeting somewhere on the Internet?  For the people who
did not attend the last meeting, it would be helpful.


Also, is the response sheet posted somewhere?
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From: Huang, Wen
To: Erin Fulham
Subject: RE: Boston Ave. Park
Date: Friday, October 19, 2018 3:55:00 PM


Hello Erin,
 
Thank you for writing to me and support our effort to make the park more accessible to people of all
abilities. And thank you for posting your comments to our on-line forum.
 
I am not sure if you participated the second community meeting
https://www.montgomeryparks.org/projects/directory/silver-spring-intermediate-neighborhood-
park-improvement-plan/
and on-line forum discussion for the park: https://www.opentownhall.com/portals/260/Issue_6420
 


There were four options developed based on the community’s comments from 1st community
meeting and on-line comments. The final concept will be developed following Option 2 and 4 based


on the 2nd community meeting and the forum discussion. There will be some tweaks to both options
so our main goal can be reached: accessibility, stormwater management, open and natural
characters of the park.
 
We hired consultant to help us consolidate the concept. Once it is further developed by our
consultant, the community will have another chance to comment on the concept on-line. The
possible time will be in December or January.
 
Hope the above information help you keep up with the current status of the park renovation. Please
feel free to let me know if you have further questions or want to share your thoughts to the options
we selected.
 
Thank you, and have a good weekend.
 
Wen Huang
301-495-2466
 


From: Erin Fulham <fulhame@hotmail.com> 
Sent: Friday, October 19, 2018 3:21 PM
To: Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org>
Subject: Boston Ave. Park
 
Dear Ms. Huang,
 
     My neighbor, Ann Lafferty, gave me your name as the person to contact about the
upcoming changes at Boston Avenue Park.    I have been taking my children and now my
grandchildren to the park for over 30 years for the playground, tennis courts and the gentle,
welcoming open green space.  My experience has been that the park is an integral part of the
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community for recreation and social activities.  I am very glad to hear that the park will be
more accessible for differently abled children and adults so that everyone in our community
can benefit from it.   At the same time I am also concerned that the character of the park not
become overly developed into a cookie cutter urban area filled with activity boxes instead of
our lovely fields and trees.  I did fill out the initial community survey but wondered if you can
tell how I can best keep up to date with current decisions being made about the park?
 
Thank you,
Erin Fulham
708 Ritchie Ave.
Silver Spring MD 20910








From: Pant, Erin
To: Valerie Cohen
Cc: Huang, Wen
Subject: RE: Silver Spring Intermediate Park-corner of Boston Ave and Philadelphia
Date: Wednesday, June 27, 2018 10:36:37 AM


Hi Valerie,
 
Thank you for your note.  Your feedback will be included in the survey.
 
Sincerely
Erin Pant
 
Public Relations & Outreach Specialist
Montgomery Parks
(O) 301.650.2867 | (C) 240.444.4956
Erin.Pant@MontgomeryParks.org
Like us on Facebook www.Facebook.com/MontgomeryParks
Follow us on Twitter www.Twitter.com/MontgomeryParks
 
,
 
Erin Pant
 
 
From: Valerie Cohen <valeriecoh@gmail.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, June 27, 2018 10:31 AM
To: Pant, Erin <Erin.Pant@montgomeryparks.org>
Subject: Silver Spring Intermediate Park-corner of Boston Ave and Philadelphia
 
Hello,
 
Please include this in your community results survey. 
 
1) I would like a combination of option 3 and a few amenities of option 4.   We need access for
ADA compliance in two areas ;not  four areas. It is such a small park that extensive walkways
throughout will be hazardous to folks.  I have been playing volleyball there for 27 years and
the ball can get out of control sometimes and interfere with pathways dissecting small park
presenting a potential hazard.
 
2) I love the idea of benches for the soccer parents , more benches on the playground area, a
shelter ( great for parties and rain shelter)  and a water fountain (so essential; bring it back!). I
do not like the exercise equipment stuff or a dog park of any kind.  This area is used heavily on
weekends and we need green space that has better drainage; ponding is everywhere after a
rain ;,grading where needed to  level area. ... 
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Please use as little impermeable pavement as possible and remove no trees. . 
 
Thanks for listening.
 
Valerie 








From: Heidi Coleman
To: Huang, Wen
Cc: lafferty_ann@yahoo.com
Subject: Re: Thank you
Date: Friday, August 17, 2018 12:54:03 PM


Wen,
I want to thank you, too. I very much appreciate your taking the time to meet with Ann and
me, and coming to meet us at the park. (You even braved Fenton Street traffic!)


Thank you also for all the information you shared. It is reassuring to know about all the steps
you’re taking to develop a solution that tries to address all of the interests. (Not easy to do.)


Very sincerely,
Heidi


On Aug 17, 2018, at 9:28 AM, Ann Lafferty <lafferty_ann@yahoo.com> wrote:


Hello Wen -
Thank you for meeting with Heidi and me yesterday.  I really appreciate how
thoughtful & observant you have been about the park renovations, about how it
will affect the immediate neighbors, and understanding of the many desires from
the community .  


For me this was the best meeting so far, in my opinion, because it was the least
tense!  
Ann
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From: Huang, Wen
To: kris gill
Cc: Megan Ryan; Ann Lafferty
Subject: RE: SSI Park update
Date: Monday, September 10, 2018 1:55:00 PM


Hello Kris,
 
Thanks for writing to me regarding the project at Silver Spring Intermediate Park. We are in the
process of hiring a consultant team. After the consultant is on board, they will help us developing the
concept. The result will be shared with the community through the same on-line forum at Open
Town Hall. The comments will be incorporated to finalized the design which will be presented to the
Planning Board. I am expecting that review process to be in this fall around November or December,
and the Planning Board presentation will follow in couple months.
 
Hope this helps. Thank you.
 
Wen Huang
301-495-2466
 


From: kris gill <krisgill@rocketmail.com> 
Sent: Sunday, September 9, 2018 2:18 PM
To: Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org>
Cc: Megan Ryan <meglynn.ryan@gmail.com>; Ann Lafferty <lafferty_ann@yahoo.com>
Subject: SSI Park update
 
Hello Wen,
 
I have been meaning to write to you for a few weeks, but always something
else jumps to the top of my list.  Finally am able to sit down and check in.
 
What was the final design?  I know you were going to incorporate the
feedback saying we liked this design but hated this aspect of it (for instance
the seating on the Chicago/Boston entrance).  I don't think that has been
shared.  When does the work start?  
 
Thank you,
Kris
 
 


Virus-free. www.avast.com
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From: Erin Fulham
To: Huang, Wen
Subject: Boston Ave. Park
Date: Friday, October 19, 2018 3:20:34 PM


Dear Ms. Huang,


     My neighbor, Ann Lafferty, gave me your name as the person to contact about the
upcoming changes at Boston Avenue Park.    I have been taking my children and now my
grandchildren to the park for over 30 years for the playground, tennis courts and the gentle,
welcoming open green space.  My experience has been that the park is an integral part of the
community for recreation and social activities.  I am very glad to hear that the park will be
more accessible for differently abled children and adults so that everyone in our community
can benefit from it.   At the same time I am also concerned that the character of the park not
become overly developed into a cookie cutter urban area filled with activity boxes instead of
our lovely fields and trees.  I did fill out the initial community survey but wondered if you can
tell how I can best keep up to date with current decisions being made about the park?


Thank you,
Erin Fulham
708 Ritchie Ave.
Silver Spring MD 20910
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From: kris gill
To: Huang, Wen; Megan Ryan
Subject: Re: Silver Spring Intermediate Park - Open Town Hall Forum reopened
Date: Monday, July 9, 2018 10:56:21 AM
Attachments: image001.png


Good morning Wen,


I was just looking at the voting for the Park and the Option 4 is winning with
the most votes yet all the feedback really sounds like people don't want a lot
done (such as no seating on Chicago/Boston), no shade structure, no
exercise station) yet Option 4 has the most listed.  I feel like the choices of
what you want and your options to be conflicted.  Could you please let me
know what the next steps are?  Do they just create another option of all the
preferences?


Thank you,
Kris


On Tuesday, May 29, 2018, 5:04:48 PM EDT, Megan Ryan <meglynn.ryan@gmail.com> wrote:


Thanks Wen!


No problem! I would rather everyone have a chance to voice thier opinion and I completely understand
how hard it is to reach the average family these days. I have copied the message below to the broader
community through 3 community group list-serves so I hope you will see a flood of comments come
through the forum. I'll continue to remind folks one on one as well. I added your contact as well if anyone
had questions See below.


Cheers and best of luck!  We are excited to see what develops!


Meg


Greetings all, 


A few of us just gathered with Wen Huang and the planning committee for proposed park improvements
to the Silver Spring Intermediate park and playground (Boston and Chicago Ave park).


As you may know, there are some proposals for the improvement of Silver Spring Intermediate Park. 
Here is more information: https://www.montgomeryparks.org/projects/directory/silver-spring-intermediate-
neighborhood-park-improvement-plan/ These are the preliminary drawings and so far based on the
majority of views, these plans will be adjusted and simplified to maintain more of the current natural
essence of this park so they are no longer a good indicator of where the plan is headed but can still offer
preliminary ideas. 


PLEASE review plans online and VOICE your opinion if you frequent the park. 


June 5th @ 11:59pm  is the NEW deadline for submitting comments for the next community meeting on June
12th. The link for online comment is:https://www.opentownhall.com/ 6221
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This second public meeting will be on June 12th, 6-8pm at Sligo Avenue Neighborhood Park.


Please voice your thoughts as there has been very little commentary given the amount of folks who frequent our
park.  We especially need voices from young families and parents on how the overall space serves you and where
improvements are most needed. Thanks for your participation! 


Cheers, 
Meg on Boston 


Wen Huang | RLA, LEED AP
ADA Compliance Project Manager


Park Development Division | Montgomery County Department of Parks
Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission (M-NCPPC)
9500 Brunett Avenue, Silver Spring, MD 20901
T: (301) 495-2466 | F: (301) 585-1921 | www.MontgomeryParks.org


On Tue, May 29, 2018 at 4:36 PM, Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org> wrote:


Meg,


 


Thank you for helping us spread the words. We were having concerns of the how to reach to especially
the busy young families. They usually don’t have time to come to our community meeting and let us
know their needs. Your help is greatly appreciated.


 


Thank you.


 


Wen Huang


T: (301) 495-2466 | F: (301) 585-1921


www.montgomeryparks.org


 


From: Megan Ryan [mailto:meglynn.ryan@gmail.com ] 
Sent: Tuesday, May 29, 2018 4:34 PM
To: Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org >
Subject: Re: Silver Spring Intermediate Park - Open Town Hall Forum reopened


 


Thank you so much Wen!  I really appreciate your time and attention to listening to our concerns and
suggestions. It was great to meet you and hope we all gather around the best intentions for our
community shared space.  I'll share the link now to the community at large. Thanks for opening the
forum back up to comments. 


 


Cheers!


Meg
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On Tue, May 29, 2018 at 4:15 PM, Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org > wrote:


Hello Ladies,


 


It was nice meeting you this afternoon. Thank you very much for the thoughtful and informational
feedback.


Here is the link of the Open Town Hall forum where you and your neighbors can submit comments of
the improvement project on-line.


https://www.opentownhall.com/ 6221


The new deadline is 11:59pm, 6/5/2018, one week before the second community meeting. I am
looking forward to seeing you there.


 


Wen Huang | RLA, LEED AP


ADA Compliance Project Manager


Park Development Division | Montgomery County Department of Parks


Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission (M-NCPPC)


9500 Brunett Avenue, Silver Spring, MD 20901


T: (301) 495-2466 | F: (301) 585-1921 | www.MontgomeryParks.org
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From: bjtegill@aol.com
To: Huang, Wen
Subject: Survey
Date: Monday, July 9, 2018 1:27:22 AM


Option 1... simple and easily managed is the correct direction.


All the "bells and whistles" of Option 3 and 4  just create more problems and $$$$$ to
maintain...
Citizens can walk a few blocks away for all the extras listed in other options at Jesup
Blair Park.


The other option #4 looks tacky.


We need OPEN AREA PARKS !!!!!!


Thank you.


Use the Park $$$$ to keep the parks free from litter.
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From: Paul Barkley
To: Huang, Wen; Heidi Coleman; Ann Lafferty
Cc: Tsai, Andrew
Subject: RE: Fw: WSSC Sewer map for SSIS
Date: Thursday, September 20, 2018 3:36:00 PM


Wen,
 
I understand that you’re focused on draining the SSIS park, which is clearly a basin that collects
water.  However, as noted in the materials forwarded to you, there was definitely a sanitary sewer
line from the school that ran south across the property as noted on the map and exited down Boston
Avenue and joined the Boston Avenue sewer line.  Supposedly that line was capped when the school
was closed, but as you know, old sewer lines were typically made from vitreous products and over
time they crack and let sewage out into the ground, and ground water into the sewage pipe.  That
pipe under the park no longer has sewage flowing in it, but it may very well be letting ground water
from your basin into the sanitary sewer pipe.
 
And no, these were never the same pipes anywhere—that’s not how storm and sanitary sewers are
constructed.  They’re completely separate systems.  What this means to you is that your engineers
need to take this into consideration because we’re going to do everything we can to stop any
groundwater flows into this pipe and on to the Boston Avenue sewer.  If, in fact, part of this SSIS
basin is being drained by water entering the sanitary sewer, when that is eventually capped you’re
going to have that much more water to deal with, which might be an expensive surprise to you and
your project.
 
Now, no one knows for sure if this pipe is letting groundwater into our sanitary sewer, but it appears
highly likely, given the age of the pipe and the way things were handled when it was disconnected. 
It should have been disconnected at the Boston Avenue sewer end, not just capped at the school
end, which is likely what happened.  Until WSSC determines whether that old school sewer line is
completely disconnected from the sewer through video or other inspection, your engineers need to
consider that they may have even more stormwater to deal with than they were expecting.
 
So please make sure you pass this information on to the engineers designing the drainage of the SSIS
property.  Thanks.
 
Regards,
Paul Barkley on Boston Avenue
 
Blue Crab Software, LLC
http://www.bluecrabsoftware.com/
301.576.6447
202.291.2011
 


From: Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org> 
Sent: Thursday, September 20, 2018 2:17 PM
To: Heidi Coleman <heidi.l.coleman@gmail.com>; Ann Lafferty <lafferty_ann@yahoo.com>
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Cc: Tsai, Andrew <andrew.tsai@montgomeryparks.org>; Paul Barkley
<pbarkley@bluecrabsoftware.com>
Subject: RE: Fw: WSSC Sewer map for SSIS
 
Heidi,
 
Thank you for contacting me. I can’t answer your question at this time until we know what WSSC’s
scope is. Our focus is on the stormwater management that is required for new construction, and
solve the drainage issue within the park boundary. WSSC is probably focus more on the sewage
issue.  These are two different systems. We are not sure if in the old time, WSSC has the two
systems ran in same pipe, but we still need to address the storm drainage. We will know more after
coordinating with WSSC.
 
Wen Huang
301-495-2466
 
From: Heidi Coleman <heidi.l.coleman@gmail.com> 
Sent: Thursday, September 20, 2018 2:10 PM
To: Ann Lafferty <lafferty_ann@yahoo.com>
Cc: Tsai, Andrew <andrew.tsai@montgomeryparks.org>; Huang, Wen
<wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org>; pbarkley@bluecrabsoftware.com
Subject: Re: Fw: WSSC Sewer map for SSIS
 
Ann,
Thank you for sharing these details.
 
Wen,
With the work that WSSC is doing, does that mean that fewer modifications will be needed in
SSI Park to address drainage issues?
 
Thank you,
Heidi Coleman
 
On Fri, Sep 14, 2018 at 11:53 AM Ann Lafferty <lafferty_ann@yahoo.com> wrote:


Andrew and Wen - 
I am forwarding more details related to the posting from the North Takoma Park list serv,
which I sent you earlier today.
 
The attached slides were used by the neighbors in a presentation to WSSC, as I understand
it.  These neighbors are having repeated sewage backed up into their homes.  Some feel the
water surge is related to the water from SSI Park.
 
I sincerely hope that you, Andrew and Wen, will work with Paul and the neighbors, so that
Parks Dept and WSSC can improve the water problems.
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I suggest you contact Paul, as he very knowledgeable about the sewage issues and has been
advocating with WSSC for quite a while, though he is not the only neighbor involved.
 
thank you,
Ann
 
----- Forwarded Message -----
From: Paul Barkley <pbarkley@bluecrabsoftware.com>
To: lafferty_ann@yahoo.com <lafferty_ann@yahoo.com>
Sent: Friday, September 14, 2018, 11:47:20 AM EDT
Subject: WSSC Sewer map for SSIS
 


Hi Ann, I got your VM this morning, and left you a call on both your home and work numbers.  I wasn’t sure
which one you wanted me to use.


 


I’ve attached the PowerPoint slide deck that we used in our first meeting with WSSC.  The last slide shows the
abandoned sewer line from the school, along with some notes.  Our concern is that this old pipe is probably
cracked, as many are, and may be letting ground water in…  OK, we just spoke on the phone, so no need for
more explanations!  I look forward to the park planning process taking this into consideration and coordinating,
we would hope, with WSSC.


 


Regards,


Paul


 


Blue Crab Software, LLC


http://www.bluecrabsoftware.com/


301.576.6447


202.291.2011
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From: Huang, Wen
To: kris gill; Megan Ryan
Cc: Ma, Michael
Subject: RE: Silver Spring Intermediate Park - Open Town Hall Forum reopened
Date: Monday, July 9, 2018 12:29:00 PM
Attachments: image003.png


Hello Mr. Gill,
 
Because option 4 gives many potentials to the park, people choose this option for various reasons,
some for the looped walkway, some for the multi-purpose court, some for the shade structure.
 Some people choose option 4, but don’t like the loop trail; while others choose option 4, but don’t
like any of the additional amenities.
 
It does make it hard for us to make the final concept.  We are going to hire a consultant to help us
finalized the concept based on the feedback, and our budget too. The final concept will be posted on
the project website and presented to the Planning Board.
 
Thanks for your attention to the project.
 
Wen Huang
T: (301) 495-2466 | F: (301) 585-1921
www.montgomeryparks.org
 


From: kris gill [mailto:krisgill@rocketmail.com] 
Sent: Monday, July 09, 2018 10:56 AM
To: Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org>; Megan Ryan <meglynn.ryan@gmail.com>
Subject: Re: Silver Spring Intermediate Park - Open Town Hall Forum reopened
 
Good morning Wen,
 
I was just looking at the voting for the Park and the Option 4 is winning with
the most votes yet all the feedback really sounds like people don't want a lot
done (such as no seating on Chicago/Boston), no shade structure, no
exercise station) yet Option 4 has the most listed.  I feel like the choices of
what you want and your options to be conflicted.  Could you please let me
know what the next steps are?  Do they just create another option of all the
preferences?
 
Thank you,
Kris
 
On Tuesday, May 29, 2018, 5:04:48 PM EDT, Megan Ryan <meglynn.ryan@gmail.com> wrote:
 
 
Thanks Wen!
 
No problem! I would rather everyone have a chance to voice thier opinion and I completely understand
how hard it is to reach the average family these days. I have copied the message below to the broader
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community through 3 community group list-serves so I hope you will see a flood of comments come
through the forum. I'll continue to remind folks one on one as well. I added your contact as well if anyone
had questions See below.
 
Cheers and best of luck!  We are excited to see what develops!
 
Meg
 
 
 
 
Greetings all, 
 
A few of us just gathered with Wen Huang and the planning committee for proposed park improvements
to the Silver Spring Intermediate park and playground (Boston and Chicago Ave park).
 
As you may know, there are some proposals for the improvement of Silver Spring Intermediate Park. 
Here is more information: https://www.montgomeryparks.org/projects/directory/silver-spring-intermediate-
neighborhood-park-improvement-plan/ These are the preliminary drawings and so far based on the
majority of views, these plans will be adjusted and simplified to maintain more of the current natural
essence of this park so they are no longer a good indicator of where the plan is headed but can still offer
preliminary ideas. 
 
PLEASE review plans online and VOICE your opinion if you frequent the park. 
 
June 5th @ 11:59pm  is the NEW deadline for submitting comments for the next community meeting
on June 12th. The link for online comment is:https://www.opentownhall.com/ 6221


This second public meeting will be on June 12th, 6-8pm at Sligo Avenue Neighborhood Park.


Please voice your thoughts as there has been very little commentary given the amount of folks who
frequent our park.  We especially need voices from young families and parents on how the overall space
serves you and where improvements are most needed. Thanks for your participation! 


Cheers, 
Meg on Boston 


Wen Huang | RLA, LEED AP
ADA Compliance Project Manager


Park Development Division | Montgomery County Department of Parks
Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission (M-NCPPC)
9500 Brunett Avenue, Silver Spring, MD 20901
T: (301) 495-2466 | F: (301) 585-1921 | www.MontgomeryParks.org
 
 
On Tue, May 29, 2018 at 4:36 PM, Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org> wrote:


Meg,


 


Thank you for helping us spread the words. We were having concerns of the how to reach to especially
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the busy young families. They usually don’t have time to come to our community meeting and let us
know their needs. Your help is greatly appreciated.


 


Thank you.


 


Wen Huang


T: (301) 495-2466 | F: (301) 585-1921


www.montgomeryparks.org


 


From: Megan Ryan [mailto:meglynn.ryan@gmail.com ] 
Sent: Tuesday, May 29, 2018 4:34 PM
To: Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org >
Subject: Re: Silver Spring Intermediate Park - Open Town Hall Forum reopened


 


Thank you so much Wen!  I really appreciate your time and attention to listening to our concerns and
suggestions. It was great to meet you and hope we all gather around the best intentions for our
community shared space.  I'll share the link now to the community at large. Thanks for opening the
forum back up to comments. 


 


Cheers!


Meg


 


On Tue, May 29, 2018 at 4:15 PM, Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org > wrote:


Hello Ladies,


 


It was nice meeting you this afternoon. Thank you very much for the thoughtful and informational
feedback.


Here is the link of the Open Town Hall forum where you and your neighbors can submit comments
of the improvement project on-line.


https://www.opentownhall.com/ 6221


The new deadline is 11:59pm, 6/5/2018, one week before the second community meeting. I am
looking forward to seeing you there.


 


Wen Huang | RLA, LEED AP


ADA Compliance Project Manager
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Park Development Division | Montgomery County Department of Parks


Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission (M-NCPPC)


9500 Brunett Avenue, Silver Spring, MD 20901


T: (301) 495-2466 | F: (301) 585-1921 | www.MontgomeryParks.org
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From: Huang, Wen
To: Edith Holleman
Bcc: Ma, Michael; Pant, Erin; Girr-Borrayo, Alex
Subject: RE: Town Hall Forum on SS Park
Date: Thursday, July 12, 2018 10:54:00 AM


Hello Mrs. Holleman,


All four options were developed based on the feedback received from the first community meeting, to respect the
open character of the park. During the meeting, there were several people supported option 4, and some said that any
option would work.


The link of the forum surveys were only sent to the emails registered at the community meetings and those who had
emailed me. We did encourage people to distribute the links to their neighbors and friends who use and care the
park.


While majority people chose Option 4,  they chose it for different reasons. Therefore our final concept will not be
exactly what Option 4 is showing. We will take into account your comments of preserving the characters of the
park, especially the natural feeling of the open space, and mature trees.


One thing we will keep in mind though is that in the survey we should always ask how far away the voters live from
the park, and how often they visit the park. We did that in the first survey but skipped in the second. Thank you for
pointing this out.


I appreciate that you take the time to write email to me and let us know your concerns. Thank you.


Wen Huang
T: (301) 495-2466 | F: (301) 585-1921
www.montgomeryparks.org


-----Original Message-----
From: Edith Holleman [mailto:hollemanea@yahoo.com]
Sent: Thursday, July 12, 2018 9:28 AM
To: Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org>
Subject: Town Hall Forum on SS Park


I must question why P&P opened the forum on our neighborhood park to anyone who cared to comment, regardless
of where they lived. The park is primarily for people who live within 1/2 miles of the park. Those people were at
your two public meetings and made their positions quite clear — leave the free play space as is.
Now people living miles away have an equal say in the forum and are voting for an option no one in the meetings
supported. I must question this process and its purpose.


Edith Holleman


Sent from my iPhone
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From: Megan Ryan
To: Huang, Wen
Cc: Ann Lafferty
Subject: Re: Re: Comments Regarding SSI Park
Date: Tuesday, September 4, 2018 6:34:57 PM


Hi Wen,


Welcome back and thanks for the report! The storm water “fall” video was taken on July
25th.  It is by far the worst I have seen and if you go to that wall now you can see on the
ground below between it and the sidewalk where the water had carved out a ditch. 


Excited to hear more and see what you guys come up with. Please let me know if you need
anything from us as a community.


Cheers,
Meg 


613 Boston Ave.


On Tue, Sep 4, 2018 at 2:58 PM Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org> wrote:


Hello Ann and Meg,


 


I am just back from a vacation in Canada where I really enjoy the cooler and dryer air.
Please first forward my thanks to Heidi for her clear summary of the meeting in the park.


 


Do you know what the date was when the video of the waterfall was taken at the corner of
the Boston Ave? It is impressive how the water gush down from the park to the street. I will
forward it to the consultant once we make the selection.


 


The existing playground may seem loose, but there are required fall zones for each piece of
equipment. Therefore I don’t think we will have space to add new equipment. There will be
natural play component outside of the playground.


 


Please feel free to let me know if you have any questions.


 


Wen Huang


T: (301) 495-2466 | F: (301) 585-1921


www.montgomeryparks.org
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From: Ann Lafferty <lafferty_ann@yahoo.com> 
Sent: Saturday, September 01, 2018 9:12 PM
To: Huang, Wen <Wen.Huang@montgomeryparks.org>
Cc: meglynn.ryan@gmail.com
Subject: Fw: Re: Comments Regarding SSI Park


 


Hello Wen -


Perhaps you remember Meg, the neighbor who joined us on the park walk-through.  She
lives on Boston AVenue, right across from the park.  She's the mother of 2 young girls, and
described how her daughters love riding their bikes up and down the rolling dip, calling it
the "half-pipe".


 


Anyway, Meg sent out the following message to the same group, basically, who was present
at the walk-through, and asked the message for forwarded to you.


----- Forwarded Message -----


From: Megan Ryan <meglynn.ryan@gmail.com>


To: Heidi Coleman <heidi.l.coleman@gmail.com>


Cc: Edith Holleman <hollemanea@yahoo.com>; Stephanie Murphy <zzmurphy@hotmail.com>; David
Minton <threefates3@gmail.com>; Ann Lafferty <lafferty_ann@yahoo.com>; kg
<krisgill@rocketmail.com>; Roger Coleman <musicguy55@hotmail.com>


Sent: Wednesday, August 29, 2018, 9:34:08 PM EDT


Subject: Re: Comments Regarding SSI Park


 


Heidi, 


 


Thanks so much for all the updates and clarified information regarding the current standing thoughts on
the park. 


 


 I'm so glad our community has a voice in the design since it is something that we should all feel
reflects our collective needs. So far, I'm happy with the current direction and share similar concerns on
the re-grading for storm water.  There is an issue as we begin to have more of those heavier
downpours. I wasn't here when we had the heavy rain on July 25th but here is a video my husband
sent. (see attached) That was by far the worst I have ever seen it. If anyone is in direct communication
with Wen currently, feel free to pass it along to her team. 
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 I hope there is not any drastic changes to the current lay of the land. The temporary swale in the
middle has made me a bit nervous as kids dart through the fields and not notice the dip. Also, these
fields (in the 5 years we have lived across from them) are only occupied as "soccer" fields for brief
seasons and then only a fraction of the time each week. The majority of the parks use is the
playground-basketball courts and tennis, leaving the fields open for pick-up games, free running and
non-designated activities. I hope it stays that way. A sweet little field in an ever expanding urban
space. 


 


If they ever add more structure on to the Childs playground, there is this wonderful brand of equipment
made out of wood. My daughters pre-school just invested in three pieces for their playground (TPCDC).
They are a soft-splinter free wood and I love the ability for imaginative play it would create, esp. since
the daily morning crowd is of the pre-school age. The brand is Kompan and can be found
here: https://www.kompan.us/play/organic-robinia/playhouses-1


 


Cheers, 


Meg
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On Wed, Aug 29, 2018 at 4:30 PM Heidi Coleman <heidi.l.coleman@gmail.com> wrote:


Hi Megan,


Welcome back.  


 


All,


I've been meaning to send out a note.  A week ago or so, Ann and I had a chance
to meet with Wen at the park.  We asked a lot of questions and she shared a lot
of information with us.  I have the impression she's trying hard to really hear and
balance all the interests, explore additional options and find a solution that meets
as many of the needs as possible.  I think Ann felt that way, too.


 


Regarding process:


They hope to bring on a consultant sometime in Sept, who will help them with design details
and permits
They are also doing a study (in Sept) regarding options for "indoor soccer" (to look at other
parks, as well, which may serve as better options than the tennis court at SSI Park)
They expect to present a proposal for Board approval by Jan or Feb
We will have another opportunity to comment (online)
That survey will ask respondents how far from the park they live and how often they use the
park
The design won't be finalized for another year or so


Regarding the direction of the design:


They no longer plan to include exercise stations
Highest priorities are drainage and ADA compliance
Another priority is the fence and gate near the playground (to prevent small children from
running into the street)
They plan to create three retention ponds for drainage
The budget is $1 million
Biggest expense is likely repairing the retention wall at the east end
They plan to remove the steps and alter the paths (leading toward the tennis court), so they're
less steep and they'll add a railing (for ADA)
They plan to add a "natural play" area near the playground
A shelter and the path near the white wall are not a priority; opinion was mixed about those
elements
They will try to maintain as many trees as possible and they plan to add new ones near the
basketball court
They hope to add a water fountain (3 levels - for adults, kids and pets), and they plan to add
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pickle ball lines on the tennis courts and a bike rack (near the parking lot, I think) 
The biggest question, I think, is how much grading they will do (none, some or a lot); Wen
hopes the contractor can help; the work order for the contractor asks them to balance solving
drainage, making the park useful for sports, and maintaining rolling natural terrain 


She welcomes additional questions.  


 


Ann, 


Please add if I forgot anything and correct me if you think I got anything wrong.


 


Heidi


 








From: kris gill
To: Huang, Wen
Cc: Megan Ryan; Ann Lafferty
Subject: SSI Park update
Date: Sunday, September 9, 2018 2:18:07 PM


Hello Wen,


I have been meaning to write to you for a few weeks, but always something
else jumps to the top of my list.  Finally am able to sit down and check in.


What was the final design?  I know you were going to incorporate the
feedback saying we liked this design but hated this aspect of it (for instance
the seating on the Chicago/Boston entrance).  I don't think that has been
shared.  When does the work start?  


Thank you,
Kris


Virus-free. www.avast.com
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From: David Minton
To: Huang, Wen
Cc: councilmember.hucker@montgomerycountymd.gov; Councilmember.Riemer@montgomerycountymd.gov; MCP-


Chair
Subject: Letter from David and Katherine Minton RE: Proposed Improvements to the Silver Spring Intermediate Park
Date: Monday, July 23, 2018 1:40:40 PM


Dear Wen Huang, Members of the Montgomery County Planning Department, and County Council
member Representatives:


Like our fellow neighbors adjacent to the Silver Spring Intermediate Park, my wife and I are writing
with regard to the proposed Plans for this Park.  Our family has been involved with the County’s Park
Planning process at every opportunity reserved for community input... and beyond. My wife
attended the first Community Planning Meeting for initial input, and I attended the Second
Community Planning Meeting when the four Options for Improvements to the Park were outlined.
We responded to the On Line Survey regarding these four Options. In addition, I have contacted Ms.
Huang twice by telephone to give my views of both the process the Park’s department has chosen
for community input as well as the substance of the Park Options.


In all of our communications we have made one point distinctly clear – shared by my neighbors
fronting the Park  - that is: keep the improvements minimal thus allowing the Park to function simply
and organically as it has done SO WELL for so many years.  Cluttering the Park with concrete and
permanent structures viewed from a distance may seem like a “best practices” way of keeping this
park current - but this is very generalized thinking. This Park has its own personality, natural green
areas, and best functions which are obvious to those of us who see and use the Park every single
day. “More” is not best.  The Park is not broken; going to extreme lengths to “fix” it will only serve to
erode or destroy its essential character.


While we support the proposed ADA and drainage improvements which are clearly necessary for
practical and legal reasons, we do NOT support, and further will vigorously oppose, Options 3 and 4
or any elements of Options 3 or 4 which transform the Park into a more or less permanent soccer
field. This is a small neighborhood part which was NEVER intended to accommodate the crowds
which would attend regular soccer matches or heavy usage which overflow the already small Park
parking lot. Currently, Boston Avenue bottlenecks on weekends when the green area of the park is
used for temporary soccer practices – residents have great difficulty using their own parking and
even navigating what turns into a one-way street. The impact of encouraging MORE soccer and
OUTSIDE use in the small SSIP would have a decidedly negative impact on our immediate
neighborhood.


Further, there was a clear MAJORITY of respondents who favored the combined Minimal approach
(Options 1 & 2) as opposed to the Aggressive approach (Option 4).  Option #4 is inconsistent with
the weight of opinion at BOTH community meetings, when community members supported
necessary modifications to address drainage issues and ADA compliance, but strongly favored
minimal changes that do not change the character of the park.


As our neighbors Heidi and Roger Coleman have pointed out, the previous survey asked respondents
whether they lived near the park and how often they use the park.  Such questions were omitted
from this latest survey.  SSIP is very small and has always been intended as a local, neighborhood
park.  People who don’t use the park and don’t live nearby should not decide the outcome of its
future.


 My neighbors and I request another community meeting to hear the proposed decision BEFORE it is
adopted, with another opportunity for community input.


·         We request assurances that:
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o   The green spaces will be maintained and not divided


o   Every effort will be made to keep as many trees as possible


o   If any open green space is regraded or leveled, the two hills (the one between
Philadelphia Avenue and the tennis courts; and the other one, from the parking area
toward the green space between the tennis court and the playground) be kept
intact, so young children can continue to use these hills for sledding


o   No use will be added to the tennis court that will dominate that space and the
rest of the par.


We look forward to your response. Thank you.


Sincerely,


David and Katherine Minton


705 Boston Avenue


Takoma Park, MD


Residents since 1997


cc:  Hans Reimer, County Council At Large


       Tom Hucker, County Council District 5


       Montgomery Planning Board








From: Ronald Murphy
To: Huang, Wen; Ma, Michael; Komes, Linda; Lai, Judie; Tsai, Andrew; Turay, Mohammed; Anderson, Casey;


hans.riemer@montgomerycountymd.gov; councilmember.hucker@montgomerycountymd.gov
Subject: SSI Park concerns
Date: Wednesday, July 25, 2018 6:56:18 PM


Dear Wen Huang and Other Members of the Montgomery County Planning Department,
 
We are writing with regard to the proposed plans for Silver Spring Intermediate (SSI) Park.  Below are
the concerns we have. We want to stress that those of us who live right on the park’s edge feel that
our concerns are not being given sufficient consideration. We are, after all, the ones who will 
directly experience  the effects of any modifications.
 
Respondents


·         The previous survey asked respondents whether they lived near the park and how often
they use the park.  Such questions were omitted from the latest survey.  SSI Park is very
small (only 3 acres).  It has always been intended as a local, neighborhood park.  Its future
should not be decided by people who don’t use the park regularly and don’t live nearby. The
concerns of those who live closest to the park should be given greater weight.


 
 
Option #4


·         The final tally shows that Option #4 received the most votes (50.9%). 
·         However, this option is inconsistent with the responses to the questions regarding
amenities that respondents favored.  For example, the votes did NOT favor exercise stations
(static or dynamic) and opinion was very divided about a shade structure.
·         Option #4 is also inconsistent with the weight of opinion at BOTH community meetings,
when community members supported necessary modifications to address drainage issues
and ADA compliance, but strongly favored minimal changes that do not change the
character of the park.


 
Multi-Use Courts


·         The survey results strongly favor multi-use courts.
·         However, the question did not give respondents the opportunity to specify WHICH uses
they favored.  Currently, the space is used primarily for tennis, and when no one is playing
tennis, neighbors can allow their young children (or dogs) to run around or even learn to ride
a bicycle in a safe, enclosed space. 
·         For example, we would support other compatible uses, such as pickle ball and a larger
backboard.  However, we have serious concerns about whether a “small sided soccer” space
would be compatible.  Would this space be scheduled for regular soccer games throughout
the year?  How many people would be using it at a time?  What impact would that have on
other uses of this space or on parking in the lot and in the neighborhood?  There has not
been sufficient information shared about this option and the ramifications on the park and
neighborhood.


 
Requests


·         We request assurances that:
o   The green spaces will be maintained and not divided
o   Every effort will be made to keep as many trees as possible
o   If any open green space is regraded or leveled, the two hills will be kept intact, so
young children can continue to use these hills for sledding
o   No use will be added to the tennis court that will dominate that space and the
rest of the park.


 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely,
 
Ron and Stephanie Murphy
701 Boston Ave
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Takoma Park, MD 20912
 
Patrick Dunn and Collette Rausch
703 Boston Ave
Takoma Park, MD 20912








From: L. Beth Harris
To: Huang, Wen
Cc: Steve Spencer
Subject: Silver Spring Intermediate Park Improvement Project Questionnaire
Date: Tuesday, June 12, 2018 8:53:39 PM


Hello Wen,


We recently moved to the area and my husband attended tonight's meeting about the park
improvement. Thank you for your hard work and the chance to provide feedback. In response
to your questionnaire, I'd like to submit the following responses:


1. Which of the four options best represents the vsision for SSINP? Option #4 
2. Are there specific aspects of an option that work better than others? We like the loop trail
and the exercise options. In all cases, we think good drainage and accessibility are high
priorities. 
3. List advantages/disadvantages of how the amenities from various options were presented?
We like seating around the playground, the drinking fountain and shade all in option 4. We
think option one just doesn't go far enough in terms of renovation and making this a park for
the future of Silver Spring. 


Thank you very much,
Lesley Beth Harris, Mississippi Ave
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From: Manel Lacorte
To: Huang, Wen
Cc: Manel Lacorte
Subject: Redevelopment Silver Spring Intermediate Neighbourhood Park
Date: Thursday, July 12, 2018 6:29:58 PM


Dear Wen Huang,


I am aware this message reaches you past the deadline of July 10 for public comment about
the different plans for improving Silver Spring Intermediate Neighborhood Park. However, I
would still appreciate if you could consider my personal comments in favor of OPTION 4 for
the following reasons:


1. It is a proposal that includes improvement of soccer facilities, which is a hugely popular
sport in our neighbourhood.  Specifically, OPTION 4 has the tennis area becoming a
Multisport Court that allows for small sided soccer (i.e. futsal).  Tennis is also retained in this
proposal.


2. It is important to provide good quality soccer facilities locally from an equity point of view. 
Not everyone can afford Wheaton Sports Pavilion, Travel Soccer Teams, Maryland
Soccerplex, etc.


3. The grass fields designated for soccer in our area are not safe enough for our children. All
weather surfaces provide a safer playing surface (no dust or rocks!) and a predictable bounce,
The surface would be akin to a tennis or basketball court so playable even during wet
conditions,


4. Using an existing facility differently does not increase the hardscape area of this Park.


I have lived in the US for many years, and now I have children in school age which would
greatly benefit from all the advantages of OPTION 4. I am originally from Spain, where this
type of small-sided hard court soccer are extremely popular (as in other countries in Europe)
and make a great contribution to a positive, healthy, and active environment in
neighbourhoods of all kinds.


Thank you in advance for taking into consideration my comments in favor of OPTION 4.
Please let me know if you have any questions. I look forward to hearing from you. All best.
Manel Lacorte.


-- 
Manel Lacorte
Associate Professor, Spanish Applied Linguistics
Director, Undergraduate Studies, MA in Hispanic Applied Linguistics
Associate Editor, Journal of Spanish Language Teaching
Department of Spanish and Portuguese/SLLC 
JMZ 2202 (034), 4125 N Library Ln.
University of Maryland, College Park, MD 20742
Tel. 301/405 8233. Fax. 301/314 9752
http://sllc.umd.edu/spanish
https://sites.google.com/site/manellacorte/
https://www.routledge.com/products/9780203096758



mailto:mlacorte@umd.edu

mailto:Wen.Huang@montgomeryparks.org

mailto:mlacorte@umd.edu

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tandfonline.com%2Floi%2Frslt20&data=02%7C01%7CWen.Huang%40montgomeryparks.org%7Cf520ddeb3ef24b7cc64208d5e846fe61%7Ca9061e0c24ca4c1cbeff039bb8c05816%7C0%7C1%7C636670313980052923&sdata=HC87jj507dGaQPxfj4kX%2Fuy3f5gZlArGrXG9soIrY2E%3D&reserved=0

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fsllc.umd.edu%2Fspanish&data=02%7C01%7CWen.Huang%40montgomeryparks.org%7Cf520ddeb3ef24b7cc64208d5e846fe61%7Ca9061e0c24ca4c1cbeff039bb8c05816%7C0%7C1%7C636670313980062928&sdata=RVaKBmYDSfcn73D7XBvYVaRqveOoaqfJp4SGjzfkNoI%3D&reserved=0

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsites.google.com%2Fsite%2Fmanellacorte%2F&data=02%7C01%7CWen.Huang%40montgomeryparks.org%7Cf520ddeb3ef24b7cc64208d5e846fe61%7Ca9061e0c24ca4c1cbeff039bb8c05816%7C0%7C1%7C636670313980062928&sdata=0niCj1%2BGcEzAoYT7i1TFPSqX3qTlbpjHsn1%2Bn5NFjqs%3D&reserved=0

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.routledge.com%2Fproducts%2F9780203096758&data=02%7C01%7CWen.Huang%40montgomeryparks.org%7Cf520ddeb3ef24b7cc64208d5e846fe61%7Ca9061e0c24ca4c1cbeff039bb8c05816%7C0%7C1%7C636670313980072941&sdata=KPSL4EGqRN4DDk1lfXdrHHI7sxcmhmhPepcHSemIzds%3D&reserved=0










From: Steve Spencer
To: Huang, Wen
Subject: Silver Spring Intermediate Park Improvement Project Questionnaire
Date: Friday, June 15, 2018 11:11:39 AM


 
 
Hello Wen,
 
We recently moved to the area and I  attended the second meeting about the park improvement.
Thank you for your hard work and the chance to provide feedback. In response to your
questionnaire, I'd like to submit the following responses:
 
1. Which of the four options best represents the vsision for SSINP? Option #4 
2. Are there specific aspects of an option that work better than others? We like the loop trail and the
exercise options. In all cases, we think good drainage and accessibility are high priorities. 
3. List advantages/disadvantages of how the amenities from various options were presented? We
like seating around the playground, the drinking fountain and shade all in option 4. We think option
one just doesn't go far enough in terms of renovation and making this a park for the future of Silver
Spring. 
 
Thank you very much,
Stephen Spencer
631 Mississippi Ave
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From: stephanie murphy
To: Huang, Wen
Subject: SSI Park
Date: Wednesday, July 11, 2018 5:23:49 PM


Dear Ms Huang,
I realize the deadline for submitting comments to the forum on the SSI Park options is now past. I read through the comments - yes all 105 - and except for a couple of submissions one hugely important element seems to be overlooked. Chicago Ave and Boston Ave are small streets. There is no off street parking for the
houses on these two streets. Some people want to commandeer the park for their soccer teams. Not only would these special interest groups rob this small park of the feature that makes it so flexibly available to so many different people, but the traffic that would be generated would create hazards and major headaches for
the residents on these two streets and the adjoining street ( Violet Place). This aspect should be part of the decision-making process. I voted for Option 1 as it will have the least impact on a successfully functioning neighborhood park.


Sincerely,
Stephanie Murphy
701 Boston Ave


Sent from my iPad


> On Apr 23, 2018, at 3:20 PM, Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org> wrote:
>
> Dear Mrs. Murphy,
>
> Thank you very much for the comments and informative feedback on the park usage. After the meeting, we have a much better understanding of the community needs and the value of the park that the community cherishes. We will  adjust the initial design and schedule a second community meeting.
>
> Thank you again for your email. I appreciate your continue attention to this project.
>
> Wen
>
>
> Wen Huang
> T: (301) 495-2466 | F: (301) 585-1921
> https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?
url=www.montgomeryparks.org&amp;data=02%7C01%7Cwen.huang%40montgomeryparks.org%7C7d0a494ee9b04752bd9708d5e7749648%7Ca9061e0c24ca4c1cbeff039bb8c05816%7C0%7C0%7C636669410287053392&amp;sdata=%2FCHQdozPsJnhOFeA3IdICwpli4zAY6iDNAP1x89VaHY%3D&amp;reserved=0
>
>
> -----Original Message-----
> From: stephanie murphy [mailto:zzmurphy@hotmail.com]
> Sent: Sunday, April 22, 2018 3:52 PM
> To: Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org>
> Subject: SSPark
>
> Good afternoon,
>
> We are long time users of SSI Park. Our children grew up using this park. Now grandchildren are using the park. We are thoroughly familiar with our neighborhood park. Now MNCPP wants to makes changes inconsistent with the delightful nature of our neighborhood park.
> The open green spaces makes our park attractive and inviting for a range of activities. Twice a week, a neighborhood volleyball  team for over 20 years uses this park.  Neighborhood soccer teams use the park, early mornings before families with children arrive, neighbors congregate with their dogs in the park and then
disperse. Yesterday, the park was filled with people. The parking lot was filled and cars crammed the street. People parked in the No Parking zones which creates a traffic flow problem where the Boston Ave  narrows. Only one car can get through when this happens. Please leave the parking lot as it is. Houses on the
streets bordering the park don’t have off street parking and traffic congestion is already a problem.
> ADA changes are required. We understand that, but we hope they too will have minimal impact on the park. Exercise stations - NO!  This idea may be appropriate for a much larger park (we  consider daily aerobic exercise essential, but not at the expense losing the idyllic feel of our park. Dog features - Absolutely
Not!!
> The memorial bench stands as a symbol of what this park should be. A place where people are not herded on paths that carve up the park into zones of prescribed activities, but a place where people find their own joy.
>
> Sincerely,
> Stephanie Murphy
> Boston Ave
> Sent from my iPad
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From: Ann Lafferty
To: Huang, Wen
Cc: Kris Gill; Edith Holleman; nancy new nickell; Mandy Bolgiano; Stephanie Murphy; David Minton; Graham Dusty;


Megan Ryan; Heidi Coleman
Subject: Re: SSI Park: checking in
Date: Saturday, November 3, 2018 7:18:13 PM


Thank you for the update, Wen.  You know those of us "on the park's edge" are very interested
in your progress.  I'm letting some of the others know and we look forward to hearing from
you "next year".
Ann


On Friday, November 2, 2018, 10:17:20 AM EDT, Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org>
wrote:


Hi Ann and Kris,


 


Thanks for checking. I talked with the Project Manager at WSSC. Their study will take 6-8 months to
complete, so at this time, there is few things we can do. We will be coordinating with them after we have
our final concept plan which, according to our consultant, will be January/February next year.


 


Have a nice weekend.


 


Wen Huang


301-495-2466


 


From: Ann Lafferty <lafferty_ann@yahoo.com> 
Sent: Friday, November 2, 2018 9:16 AM
To: Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org>
Cc: Kris Gill <krisgill@rocketmail.com>
Subject: SSI Park: checking in


 


Hello Wen -


Kris and I were chatting about The Park and so this prompted me to check in with you.  


I'm wondering how the research with WSSC is going, and also in general how the planning is going and
when you might have your sketches for the next presentation.


thank you,


Ann
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From: Huang, Wen
To: Ann Lafferty
Cc: meglynn.ryan@gmail.com
Subject: RE: Re: Comments Regarding SSI Park
Date: Tuesday, September 4, 2018 2:57:00 PM


Hello Ann and Meg,
 
I am just back from a vacation in Canada where I really enjoy the cooler and dryer air. Please first forward my thanks to Heidi for her clear summary of the meeting in the park.
 
Do you know what the date was when the video of the waterfall was taken at the corner of the Boston Ave? It is impressive how the water gush down from the park to the street. I will forward it to the consultant once we make the selection.
 
The existing playground may seem loose, but there are required fall zones for each piece of equipment. Therefore I don’t think we will have space to add new equipment. There will be natural play component outside of the playground.
 
Please feel free to let me know if you have any questions.
 
Wen Huang
T: (301) 495-2466 | F: (301) 585-1921
www.montgomeryparks.org
 


From: Ann Lafferty <lafferty_ann@yahoo.com> 
Sent: Saturday, September 01, 2018 9:12 PM
To: Huang, Wen <Wen.Huang@montgomeryparks.org>
Cc: meglynn.ryan@gmail.com
Subject: Fw: Re: Comments Regarding SSI Park
 
Hello Wen -
Perhaps you remember Meg, the neighbor who joined us on the park walk-through.  She lives on Boston AVenue, right across from the park.  She's the mother of 2 young girls, and described how her daughters love riding their bikes up and down the rolling dip, calling it the "half-pipe".
 
Anyway, Meg sent out the following message to the same group, basically, who was present at the walk-through, and asked the message for forwarded to you.
----- Forwarded Message -----
From: Megan Ryan <meglynn.ryan@gmail.com>
To: Heidi Coleman <heidi.l.coleman@gmail.com>
Cc: Edith Holleman <hollemanea@yahoo.com>; Stephanie Murphy <zzmurphy@hotmail.com>; David Minton <threefates3@gmail.com>; Ann Lafferty <lafferty_ann@yahoo.com>; kg <krisgill@rocketmail.com>; Roger Coleman <musicguy55@hotmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, August 29, 2018, 9:34:08 PM EDT
Subject: Re: Comments Regarding SSI Park
 
Heidi, 
 
Thanks so much for all the updates and clarified information regarding the current standing thoughts on the park. 
 
 I'm so glad our community has a voice in the design since it is something that we should all feel reflects our collective needs. So far, I'm happy with the current direction and share similar concerns on the re-grading for storm water.  There is an issue as we begin to have more of those heavier downpours. I wasn't here when we had the heavy rain on July 25th but here is a video my husband sent. (see attached) That was by far the worst I have ever seen it. If anyone is in direct communication with Wen currently, feel free to pass it along to her team. 
 
 I hope there is not any drastic changes to the current lay of the land. The temporary swale in the middle has made me a bit nervous as kids dart through the fields and not notice the dip. Also, these fields (in the 5 years we have lived across from them) are only occupied as "soccer" fields for brief seasons and then only a fraction of the time each week. The majority of the parks use is the playground-basketball courts and tennis, leaving the fields open for pick-up games, free running and non-designated activities. I hope it stays that way. A sweet little field in an ever expanding urban space. 
 
If they ever add more structure on to the Childs playground, there is this wonderful brand of equipment made out of wood. My daughters pre-school just invested in three pieces for their playground (TPCDC). They are a soft-splinter free wood and I love the ability for imaginative play it would create, esp. since the daily morning crowd is of the pre-school age. The brand is Kompan and can be found here: https://www.kompan.us/play/organic-robinia/playhouses-1
 
Cheers, 
Meg
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On Wed, Aug 29, 2018 at 4:30 PM Heidi Coleman <heidi.l.coleman@gmail.com> wrote:


Hi Megan,
Welcome back.  
 
All,
I've been meaning to send out a note.  A week ago or so, Ann and I had a chance to meet with Wen at the park.  We asked a lot of questions and she shared a lot of information with us.  I have the impression she's trying hard to really hear and balance all the interests, explore additional options and find a solution that meets as many of the needs as possible.  I think Ann felt that way, too.
 
Regarding process:


They hope to bring on a consultant sometime in Sept, who will help them with design details and permits
They are also doing a study (in Sept) regarding options for "indoor soccer" (to look at other parks, as well, which may serve as better options than the tennis court at SSI Park)
They expect to present a proposal for Board approval by Jan or Feb
We will have another opportunity to comment (online)
That survey will ask respondents how far from the park they live and how often they use the park
The design won't be finalized for another year or so


Regarding the direction of the design:


They no longer plan to include exercise stations
Highest priorities are drainage and ADA compliance
Another priority is the fence and gate near the playground (to prevent small children from running into the street)
They plan to create three retention ponds for drainage
The budget is $1 million
Biggest expense is likely repairing the retention wall at the east end
They plan to remove the steps and alter the paths (leading toward the tennis court), so they're less steep and they'll add a railing (for ADA)
They plan to add a "natural play" area near the playground
A shelter and the path near the white wall are not a priority; opinion was mixed about those elements
They will try to maintain as many trees as possible and they plan to add new ones near the basketball court
They hope to add a water fountain (3 levels - for adults, kids and pets), and they plan to add pickle ball lines on the tennis courts and a bike rack (near the parking lot, I think) 
The biggest question, I think, is how much grading they will do (none, some or a lot); Wen hopes the contractor can help; the work order for the contractor asks them to balance solving drainage, making the park useful for sports, and maintaining rolling natural terrain 


She welcomes additional questions.  
 
Ann, 
Please add if I forgot anything and correct me if you think I got anything wrong.
 
Heidi
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From: Heidi Coleman
To: Ann Lafferty
Cc: Tsai, Andrew; Huang, Wen; pbarkley@bluecrabsoftware.com
Subject: Re: Fw: WSSC Sewer map for SSIS
Date: Thursday, September 20, 2018 2:10:30 PM


Ann,
Thank you for sharing these details.


Wen,
With the work that WSSC is doing, does that mean that fewer modifications will be needed in SSI Park to address
drainage issues?


Thank you,
Heidi Coleman


On Fri, Sep 14, 2018 at 11:53 AM Ann Lafferty <lafferty_ann@yahoo.com> wrote:
Andrew and Wen - 
I am forwarding more details related to the posting from the North Takoma Park list serv,
which I sent you earlier today.


The attached slides were used by the neighbors in a presentation to WSSC, as I understand
it.  These neighbors are having repeated sewage backed up into their homes.  Some feel the
water surge is related to the water from SSI Park.


I sincerely hope that you, Andrew and Wen, will work with Paul and the neighbors, so that
Parks Dept and WSSC can improve the water problems.


I suggest you contact Paul, as he very knowledgeable about the sewage issues and has been
advocating with WSSC for quite a while, though he is not the only neighbor involved.


thank you,
Ann


----- Forwarded Message -----
From: Paul Barkley <pbarkley@bluecrabsoftware.com>
To: lafferty_ann@yahoo.com <lafferty_ann@yahoo.com>
Sent: Friday, September 14, 2018, 11:47:20 AM EDT
Subject: WSSC Sewer map for SSIS


Hi Ann, I got your VM this morning, and left you a call on both your home and work numbers.  I wasn’t
sure which one you wanted me to use.


 


I’ve attached the PowerPoint slide deck that we used in our first meeting with WSSC.  The last slide
shows the abandoned sewer line from the school, along with some notes.  Our concern is that this old
pipe is probably cracked, as many are, and may be letting ground water in…  OK, we just spoke on the
phone, so no need for more explanations!  I look forward to the park planning process taking this into
consideration and coordinating, we would hope, with WSSC.


 


Regards,
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Paul


 


Blue Crab Software, LLC


http://www.bluecrabsoftware.com/


301.576.6447


202.291.2011
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From: Ann Lafferty
To: Huang, Wen
Subject: Re: RE: SSI park
Date: Sunday, July 29, 2018 8:58:24 PM


Hello Wen - your email has been a relief to me too, thank you!  The new information you
shared - no exercise stations, goal to save as many trees, consultant to help with grading for
drainage - has brought some clarity that renewed my respect for your process.  I'm continuing
to encourage my neighbors to ask their questions to you directly.  It is so helpful that you are
open and willing to listen and explain.


thank you again,
Ann


On Friday, July 27, 2018, 5:18:57 PM EDT, Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org> wrote:


Ann,


 


I understand you and your neighbors’ concerns about the traffic. But honestly I don’t quite get the second
concern that “the park will no longer be a natural setting of trees and grass”. The concepts
were developed based on your first community meeting input to preserve the open lawn area. Protecting
mature trees is always our intention and we are now trying to protect every tree in the park. There will be
some regrading to the lawn area mainly to resolve the drainage issue. Option 4 provides more changes to
the topography than Option 2. But these two options are actually very similar in my opinion. We will let the
consultant help us come up with a grading solution that can solve the drainage issue, optimize the
playable area while maintaining the natural character of the park. Based on the voting, exercise station
will be out of the scope. Voting to shelter is split, so that will be depending on the budget. As for the multi-
purpose courts, I think a lot of your neighbors’ concerns are about the proposed function of soccer courts.
The courts are existing hard surface, therefore, no matter what function it will be, it will not affect the
“natural setting of trees and grass” of this park. It may have some impact to the parking, which is your first
concern.


 


Here is my response to your neighbors’ email regarding the multi-purpose courts:


In more urbanized areas such as this neighborhood, it is our intent to convert single-purpose courts to
multi-purpose courts in order to accommodate increased demands from various user groups. Our Park
Planning staff will conduct a study to see how the public tennis and basketball courts in the surrounding
area are being used. The result of the study will help inform the design of the courts in terms of potential
uses.


 


It is a public park after all, so it should serve for the public. There is this rising need for soccer games.
Personally, I am hoping that there is a more appropriate site nearby to serve the soccer games. But we
will let the data tell us what to do with the courts for this park and others in the surrounding areas.


 


As usual, I really appreciate communicating with you. And hope my response released some of your
concerns. We will keep the public informed of the progress and the community will have chances to
comment on the preferred plan on-line and at the Planning Board presentation session.



mailto:lafferty_ann@yahoo.com

mailto:Wen.Huang@montgomeryparks.org





 


Have a good weekend.


 


Wen Huang


T: (301) 495-2466 | F: (301) 585-1921


www.montgomeryparks.org


 


From: Ann Lafferty <lafferty_ann@yahoo.com> 
Sent: Thursday, July 26, 2018 9:08 PM
To: Huang, Wen <Wen.Huang@montgomeryparks.org>
Subject: SSI park


 


Hello Wen -


I am emailing once again about "The Park".  


 


I believe you have gotten emails/letters from quite a few of my neighbors, most of
them live right across the street from the park.  


 


I've been trying to figure out exactly the simplest way to understand the conflict that is
being felt.  Here is what I have come up with:  many, who live very close to the park,
worry that because Option 4 got "the most votes", that the renovations will bring 2
consequences, in particular:


1) traffic will worsen on our streets (Chicago & Boston Avenues, and Violet Place)


2) the park will no longer be a natural setting of trees and grass, that is right in front of
their homes, every day.


 


I assume your team will be evaluating the polling, comments, and budget.  We have
no idea what criteria might be used in the decision making.   Though I believe you
have listened carefully to previous comments - both in person and via email etc -
there is a building anxiety that the renovations will change what is basically our front
yards (the park is that close to our front doors).  Some transparency in what happens
next would be appreciated.


 


In any case, I look forward to hearing your thoughts, and thanks again for listening, 







Ann 








From: Eva Rodriguez
To: Huang, Wen
Subject: Re: Silver spring Intermediate
Date: Friday, June 15, 2018 12:28:34 PM


That’s wonderful!!! Thank you.
Eva


Eva Rodriguez


> On Jun 15, 2018, at 12:24 PM, Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org> wrote:
>
> Hello Ms. Rodriguez,
>
> The pickleball overlay is in our consideration and is shown in each of our 4 options, which will be uploaded online for residents' review.
> Thank you for your comments and attention to the project.
>
> Sincerely,
>
> Wen Huang
> T: (301) 495-2466 | F: (301) 585-1921
> https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?
url=www.montgomeryparks.org&data=02%7C01%7Cwen.huang%40montgomeryparks.org%7C455ae14a32e34fcc92f408d5d2dd0869%7Ca9061e0c24ca4c1cbeff039bb8c05816%7C0%7C1%7C636646769132966395&sdata=5QF7z%2FJaalybx%2BKHvY6rhedIrygnxWrpBOp%2BoQ2k794%3D&reserved=0
>
> -----Original Message-----
> From: Eva Rodriguez [mailto:emr9240@gmail.com]
> Sent: Friday, June 15, 2018 12:22 PM
> To: Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org>
> Subject: Silver spring Intermediate
>
> Dear Mr. Huang,
> I’m a Takoma Park resident and live within a half mile of Silver Spring Intermediate Park. Since the county is considering upgrades to the park couldn’t you also consider lining the two existing tennis courts for Pickleball? Several other tennis courts in the county have been lined for Pickleball. The courts at
Intermediate are not currently used to capacity for tennis and Pickleball — one of the fastest growing sports in the country — would ensure they’re put to good use.
> Thank you for your consideration.
> Eva Rodriguez
>
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From: Huang, Wen
To: David Minton
Cc: councilmember.hucker@montgomerycountymd.gov; Councilmember.Riemer@montgomerycountymd.gov; MCP-


Chair; Ma, Michael; Lai, Judie
Subject: RE: Letter from David and Katherine Minton RE: Proposed Improvements to the Silver Spring Intermediate Park
Date: Wednesday, July 25, 2018 10:24:00 AM


Dear Mr. and Mrs. Minton,
 
Thank you for your thoughtful comments. I remember that we talked on the phone regarding the
on-line survey result at Open Town Hall Forum.
 
I would like to explain the on-line survey result in more details here:
We received 116 response to the on-line survey.  Among them, 4 are from outside of Silver Spring
and Takoma Park area (3 voted for Option1, 1 voted for Option4). Among the rest of the 112 voters
who are from the surrounding area, 47 voters selected Option 1 or 2, and 58 voters selected Option
4. So that is 42% vs. 52%. Option 4 still received the majority of votes.
 
All four options were developed based on the public comments to preserve the openness of the
lawn area and mature trees. Even though option 4 is chosen by the majority voters, people choose it
for different reasons because Option 4 provides more new amenities than the other three options
do. The final plan will be adjusted based on the community input and our budget. This park is only
3.6 acres, which is not big enough and is not appropriate to fit in official soccer fields. The purpose of
the re-grading is to firstly resolved the drainage issues, and secondly enlarge the playable space for
existing soccer practice needs and neighborhood volleyball team, as well as many other sports
activities on site. During the detail design process, we will make sure to preserve the natural and
open characters of the park.
 
Also, please see my response below to your requests:
·          My neighbors and I request


another community meeting to hear the proposed decision BEFORE it is adopted,
with another opportunity for community input.


We will post the final concept plan on our website for public to comment before
we present to the Planning Board.


·         We request assurances that:
o   The green spaces will be maintained and not divided
Yes, the green space will be maintained and the proposed walkways will be at the
perimeter of the open space
o   Every effort will be made to keep as many trees as possible
It’s our intent to minimize the impact of the proposed improvements on the existing
trees.
o   If any open green space is regraded or leveled, the two hills (the one between
Philadelphia Avenue and the tennis courts; and the other one, from the parking area
toward the green space between the tennis court and the playground) be kept
intact, so young children can continue to use these hills for sledding
The sliding hill opportunities will be provided.
 o   No use will be added to the tennis court that will dominate that space and the
rest of the par.
In more urbanized areas such as this neighborhood, it is our intent to convert single-
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purpose courts to multi-purpose courts in order to accommodate increased
demands from various user groups. Our Park Planning staff will conduct a study to
see how the public tennis and basketball courts in the surrounding area are being
used. The result of the study will help inform the design of the courts in terms of
potential uses.


 
I hope my response addressed your concerns. The final concept plan will be post on-line to receive
public comments before we present to the Planning Board. Thank you again for taking the time to
send us your thoughts on this project.
 
Sincerely,
 
Wen Huang
T: (301) 495-2466 | F: (301) 585-1921
www.montgomeryparks.org
 


From: David Minton [mailto:threefates3@gmail.com] 
Sent: Monday, July 23, 2018 1:41 PM
To: Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org>
Cc: councilmember.hucker@montgomerycountymd.gov;
Councilmember.Riemer@montgomerycountymd.gov; MCP-Chair <mcp-chair@mncppc-mc.org>
Subject: Letter from David and Katherine Minton RE: Proposed Improvements to the Silver Spring
Intermediate Park
 
Dear Wen Huang, Members of the Montgomery County Planning Department, and County Council
member Representatives:
Like our fellow neighbors adjacent to the Silver Spring Intermediate Park, my wife and I are writing
with regard to the proposed Plans for this Park.  Our family has been involved with the County’s Park
Planning process at every opportunity reserved for community input... and beyond. My wife
attended the first Community Planning Meeting for initial input, and I attended the Second
Community Planning Meeting when the four Options for Improvements to the Park were outlined.
We responded to the On Line Survey regarding these four Options. In addition, I have contacted Ms.
Huang twice by telephone to give my views of both the process the Park’s department has chosen
for community input as well as the substance of the Park Options.
In all of our communications we have made one point distinctly clear – shared by my neighbors
fronting the Park  - that is: keep the improvements minimal thus allowing the Park to function simply
and organically as it has done SO WELL for so many years.  Cluttering the Park with concrete and
permanent structures viewed from a distance may seem like a “best practices” way of keeping this
park current - but this is very generalized thinking. This Park has its own personality, natural green
areas, and best functions which are obvious to those of us who see and use the Park every single
day. “More” is not best.  The Park is not broken; going to extreme lengths to “fix” it will only serve to
erode or destroy its essential character.
While we support the proposed ADA and drainage improvements which are clearly necessary for
practical and legal reasons, we do NOT support, and further will vigorously oppose, Options 3 and 4
or any elements of Options 3 or 4 which transform the Park into a more or less permanent soccer
field. This is a small neighborhood part which was NEVER intended to accommodate the crowds
which would attend regular soccer matches or heavy usage which overflow the already small Park
parking lot. Currently, Boston Avenue bottlenecks on weekends when the green area of the park is
used for temporary soccer practices – residents have great difficulty using their own parking and
even navigating what turns into a one-way street. The impact of encouraging MORE soccer and
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OUTSIDE use in the small SSIP would have a decidedly negative impact on our immediate
neighborhood.
Further, there was a clear MAJORITY of respondents who favored the combined Minimal approach
(Options 1 & 2) as opposed to the Aggressive approach (Option 4).  Option #4 is inconsistent with
the weight of opinion at BOTH community meetings, when community members supported
necessary modifications to address drainage issues and ADA compliance, but strongly
favored minimal changes that do not change the character of the park.
As our neighbors Heidi and Roger Coleman have pointed out, the previous survey asked respondents
whether they lived near the park and how often they use the park.  Such questions were omitted
from this latest survey.  SSIP is very small and has always been intended as a local, neighborhood
park.  People who don’t use the park and don’t live nearby should not decide the outcome of its
future.
 My neighbors and I request another community meeting to hear the proposed decision BEFORE it is
adopted, with another opportunity for community input.


·         We request assurances that:
o   The green spaces will be maintained and not divided
o   Every effort will be made to keep as many trees as possible
o   If any open green space is regraded or leveled, the two hills (the one between
Philadelphia Avenue and the tennis courts; and the other one, from the parking area
toward the green space between the tennis court and the playground) be kept
intact, so young children can continue to use these hills for sledding
o   No use will be added to the tennis court that will dominate that space and the
rest of the par.


We look forward to your response. Thank you.
Sincerely,
 
David and Katherine Minton
705 Boston Avenue
Takoma Park, MD
Residents since 1997
 
cc:  Hans Reimer, County Council At Large
       Tom Hucker, County Council District 5
       Montgomery Planning Board








From: Gregor Wallace
To: Huang, Wen
Subject: Town Hall online re-opening?
Date: Wednesday, June 13, 2018 2:17:09 PM


Hi Wen,
 
Thank you for your presentation last night.  You and your team have obviously worked very hard.
 
You indicated the online Town Hall would re-open to allow the public to comment on the 4 options
you have prepared.
 
Can you advise me when that will happen, and how long the public comment period will last?
 
Thanks - Gregor
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From: Manel Lacorte
To: Huang, Wen
Subject: Re: Redevelopment Silver Spring Intermediate Neighbourhood Park
Date: Friday, July 13, 2018 10:37:18 AM


Thank you very much for your kind and detailed reply, and all best for a successful renovation
process. ML.


On Fri, Jul 13, 2018 at 10:33 AM, Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org> wrote:


Hello Professor Lacorte,


 


Thank you for spending the time writing this email to me. At this time, we know that we
will transform the tennis courts from single use to multi-purpose courts, but it is still under
study as to what functions will be incorporated into this park. There are several tennis courts
around this region. The Parks is going to observe the usage of all the tennis courts near the
vicinity of this park to determine whether we want to incorporate all three (tennis,
pickleball, soccer) into this park, or maybe only two for this park and the other in a nearby
park or vice versa. This will be an on-going study during the detail design process, but
before the study is done, I can’t say that soccer is definitely part of the multi-purpose courts
in this park.


 


Thank you for your attention to the project.


 


 


Wen Huang


T: (301) 495-2466 | F: (301) 585-1921


www.montgomeryparks.org


 


From: Manel Lacorte [mailto:mlacorte@umd.edu] 
Sent: Thursday, July 12, 2018 6:29 PM
To: Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org>
Cc: Manel Lacorte <mlacorte@umd.edu>
Subject: Redevelopment Silver Spring Intermediate Neighbourhood Park


 


Dear Wen Huang,
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I am aware this message reaches you past the deadline of July 10 for public comment about
the different plans for improving Silver Spring Intermediate Neighborhood Park. However, I
would still appreciate if you could consider my personal comments in favor of OPTION 4
for the following reasons:


 


1. It is a proposal that includes improvement of soccer facilities, which is a hugely popular
sport in our neighbourhood.  Specifically, OPTION 4 has the tennis area becoming a
Multisport Court that allows for small sided soccer (i.e. futsal).  Tennis is also retained in
this proposal.


 


2. It is important to provide good quality soccer facilities locally from an equity point of
view.  Not everyone can afford Wheaton Sports Pavilion, Travel Soccer Teams, Maryland
Soccerplex, etc.


 


3. The grass fields designated for soccer in our area are not safe enough for our children. All
weather surfaces provide a safer playing surface (no dust or rocks!) and a predictable
bounce, The surface would be akin to a tennis or basketball court so playable even during
wet conditions,


 


4. Using an existing facility differently does not increase the hardscape area of this Park.


 


I have lived in the US for many years, and now I have children in school age which would
greatly benefit from all the advantages of OPTION 4. I am originally from Spain, where this
type of small-sided hard court soccer are extremely popular (as in other countries in Europe)
and make a great contribution to a positive, healthy, and active environment in
neighbourhoods of all kinds.


 


Thank you in advance for taking into consideration my comments in favor of OPTION 4.
Please let me know if you have any questions. I look forward to hearing from you. All best.
Manel Lacorte.


 


--


Manel Lacorte


Associate Professor, Spanish Applied Linguistics


Director, Undergraduate Studies, MA in Hispanic Applied Linguistics







Associate Editor, Journal of Spanish Language Teaching


Department of Spanish and Portuguese/SLLC 


JMZ 2202 (034), 4125 N Library Ln.


University of Maryland, College Park, MD 20742


Tel. 301/405 8233. Fax. 301/314 9752


http://sllc.umd.edu/spanish


https://sites.google.com/site/manellacorte/


https://www.routledge.com/products/9780203096758


-- 
Manel Lacorte
Associate Professor, Spanish Applied Linguistics
Director, Undergraduate Studies, MA in Hispanic Applied Linguistics
Associate Editor, Journal of Spanish Language Teaching
Department of Spanish and Portuguese/SLLC 
JMZ 2202 (034), 4125 N Library Ln.
University of Maryland, College Park, MD 20742
Tel. 301/405 8233. Fax. 301/314 9752
http://sllc.umd.edu/spanish
https://sites.google.com/site/manellacorte/
https://www.routledge.com/products/9780203096758
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From: Huang, Wen
To: Heidi Coleman
Cc: Ma, Michael; Komes, Linda; Lai, Judie; Tsai, Andrew; Turay, Mohammed; Anderson, Casey; Riemer, Hans;


councilmember.hucker@montgomerycountymd.gov; Roger Coleman
Subject: RE: Comments Regarding SSI Park
Date: Monday, July 23, 2018 6:12:00 PM


Dear Mr. and Mrs. Coleman,
 
Thank you for your thoughtful comments and analysis to the on-line survey. All four concepts were
developed based on the public comments to preserve the openness of the lawn area and mature
trees, but Option 4 provides more new amenities than other three options do. People chose Option
4 for different reasons, some for the natural play opportunities and some for the loop trail or shade
structure. Many people voted it for the multi-purpose courts (44 among 59 voters who selected
option 4).
 
In more urbanized areas such as this neighborhood, it is our intent to convert single-purpose courts
to multi-purpose courts in order to accommodate increased demands from various user groups. Our
Park Planning staff will conduct a study to see how the public tennis and basketball courts in the
surrounding area are being used. The result of the study will help inform the design of the courts in
terms of potential uses.
 
The Open Town Hall Forum provides a tool to map the general location of the voters. Among 116
voters, only 4 are from outside of the region. The rest 112 voters are all from Silver Spring or Takoma
Park area (about 3 miles radius). We cannot identify though if these 112 voters from these two areas
live within ½-mile radius of the park. We will include the question in our future survey related with
project.
 
And please see my response below to your requests:


·         We request assurances that:
1. The green spaces will be maintained and not divided.


Yes, the green space will be maintained and the proposed walkways will be
at the perimeter of the open space.


2. Every effort will be made to keep as many trees as possible


It’s our intent to minimize the impact of the proposed improvements on the
existing trees.


3. If any open green space is regraded or leveled, the two hills (the one between
Philadelphia Avenue and the tennis courts; and the other one, from the
parking area toward the green space between the tennis court and the
playground) be kept intact, so young children can continue to use these hills
for sledding


The concept plan proposes some regrading to solve the drainage issue and
enlarge the playable space. But sliding hill opportunities will still be provided.


4. No use will be added to the tennis court that will dominate that space and the
rest of the park.
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This will be determined based on our courts study mentioned above.
 
I hope my response addressed your concerns. We will post the final concept plan on our website
before we present the plan to the Planning Board. Thanks again for taking the time to send us your
thoughts on this project.
 
Sincerely,
 
Wen Huang
T: (301) 495-2466 | F: (301) 585-1921
www.montgomeryparks.org
 
From: Heidi Coleman [mailto:heidi.l.coleman@gmail.com] 
Sent: Thursday, July 19, 2018 6:58 PM
To: Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org>
Cc: Ma, Michael <Michael.Ma@montgomeryparks.org>; Komes, Linda
<Linda.Komes@montgomeryparks.org>; Lai, Judie <judie.lai@montgomeryparks.org>; Tsai, Andrew
<andrew.tsai@montgomeryparks.org>; Turay, Mohammed
<Mohammed.Turay@montgomeryparks.org>; Anderson, Casey <Casey.Anderson@mncppc-
mc.org>; Riemer, Hans <hans.riemer@montgomerycountymd.gov>;
councilmember.hucker@montgomerycountymd.gov; Roger Coleman <musicguy55@hotmail.com>
Subject: Re: Comments Regarding SSI Park
 
My apologies ... Sending this again, and including Casey Anderson, too.  
 
On Thu, Jul 19, 2018 at 6:52 PM, Heidi Coleman <heidi.l.coleman@gmail.com> wrote:


Dear Wen Huang and Other Members of the Montgomery County Planning Department,
 
I am writing with regard to the proposed plans for Silver Spring Intermediate (SSI) Park.  Now that
the Open Town Hall Forum has closed, I feel compelled to express some serious concerns about
the outcome of this survey and the process.
 
Option #4


·         The final tally shows that Option #4 received the most votes (50.9%). 


·         However, this option is inconsistent with the responses to the other questions
regarding amenities that respondents favored.  For example, the votes did NOT favor
exercise stations (static or dynamic) and opinion was very divided about a shade structure.


·         Option #4 is also inconsistent with the weight of opinion at BOTH community
meetings, when community members supported necessary modifications to address
drainage issues and ADA compliance, but strongly favored minimal changes that do not
change the character of the park.


 
Multi-Use Courts


·         The survey results strongly favor multi-use courts.
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·         However, the question did not give respondents the opportunity to specify WHICH
uses they favored.  Currently, the space is used primarily for tennis, and when no one is
playing tennis, neighbors can allow their young children (or dogs) to run around or even
learn to ride a bicycle in a safe, enclosed space. 


·         For example, I would support other compatible uses, such as pickle ball and a larger
backboard.  However, I have serious concerns about whether a “small sided soccer” space
would be compatible.  Would this space be scheduled for regular soccer games
throughout the year?  How many people would be using it at a time?  What impact would
that have on other uses of this space or on parking in the lot and in the neighborhood? 
There has not been sufficient information shared about this option and the ramifications
on the park and neighborhood.


 
Respondents


·         The previous survey asked respondents whether they lived near the park and how
often they use the park.  Such questions were omitted from this latest survey.  SSI Park is
very small (only 3 acres).  It has always been intended as a local, neighborhood park.  The
outcome of its future should not be decided by people who don’t use the park and don’t
live nearby.


 
Requests


·         Before a final decision is made, we request another community meeting to hear the
proposed decision BEFORE it is adopted, with another opportunity for community input.


·         We request assurances that:


o   The green spaces will be maintained and not divided


o   Every effort will be made to keep as many trees as possible


o   If any open green space is regraded or leveled, the two hills (the one between
Philadelphia Avenue and the tennis courts; and the other one, from the parking
area toward the green space between the tennis court and the playground) be
kept intact, so young children can continue to use these hills for sledding


o   No use will be added to the tennis court that will dominate that space and the
rest of the park.


 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Very sincerely,
 
 
Heidi and Roger Coleman
801 Philadelphia Avenue
Silver Spring, MD
(corner of Philadelphia and Chicago Avenues; across from the basketball courts; since 1982)
 
cc:  Hans Reimer, County Council At Large
       Tom Hucker, County Council District 5
 







 
 


 








From: Huang, Wen
To: Manel Lacorte
Subject: RE: Redevelopment Silver Spring Intermediate Neighbourhood Park
Date: Friday, July 13, 2018 10:33:00 AM


Hello Professor Lacorte,
 
Thank you for spending the time writing this email to me. At this time, we know that we will
transform the tennis courts from single use to multi-purpose courts, but it is still under study as to
what functions will be incorporated into this park. There are several tennis courts around this region.
The Parks is going to observe the usage of all the tennis courts near the vicinity of this park to
determine whether we want to incorporate all three (tennis, pickleball, soccer) into this park, or
maybe only two for this park and the other in a nearby park or vice versa. This will be an on-going
study during the detail design process, but before the study is done, I can’t say that soccer is
definitely part of the multi-purpose courts in this park.
 
Thank you for your attention to the project.
 
 
Wen Huang
T: (301) 495-2466 | F: (301) 585-1921
www.montgomeryparks.org
 
From: Manel Lacorte [mailto:mlacorte@umd.edu] 
Sent: Thursday, July 12, 2018 6:29 PM
To: Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org>
Cc: Manel Lacorte <mlacorte@umd.edu>
Subject: Redevelopment Silver Spring Intermediate Neighbourhood Park
 
Dear Wen Huang,
 
I am aware this message reaches you past the deadline of July 10 for public comment about the
different plans for improving Silver Spring Intermediate Neighborhood Park. However, I would still
appreciate if you could consider my personal comments in favor of OPTION 4 for the following
reasons:
 
1. It is a proposal that includes improvement of soccer facilities, which is a hugely popular sport in
our neighbourhood.  Specifically, OPTION 4 has the tennis area becoming a Multisport Court that
allows for small sided soccer (i.e. futsal).  Tennis is also retained in this proposal.
 
2. It is important to provide good quality soccer facilities locally from an equity point of view.  Not
everyone can afford Wheaton Sports Pavilion, Travel Soccer Teams, Maryland Soccerplex, etc.
 
3. The grass fields designated for soccer in our area are not safe enough for our children. All weather
surfaces provide a safer playing surface (no dust or rocks!) and a predictable bounce, The surface
would be akin to a tennis or basketball court so playable even during wet conditions,
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4. Using an existing facility differently does not increase the hardscape area of this Park.
 
I have lived in the US for many years, and now I have children in school age which would greatly
benefit from all the advantages of OPTION 4. I am originally from Spain, where this type of small-
sided hard court soccer are extremely popular (as in other countries in Europe) and make a great
contribution to a positive, healthy, and active environment in neighbourhoods of all kinds.
 
Thank you in advance for taking into consideration my comments in favor of OPTION 4. Please let me
know if you have any questions. I look forward to hearing from you. All best. Manel Lacorte.
 
--
Manel Lacorte
Associate Professor, Spanish Applied Linguistics
Director, Undergraduate Studies, MA in Hispanic Applied Linguistics
Associate Editor, Journal of Spanish Language Teaching
Department of Spanish and Portuguese/SLLC 
JMZ 2202 (034), 4125 N Library Ln.
University of Maryland, College Park, MD 20742
Tel. 301/405 8233. Fax. 301/314 9752
http://sllc.umd.edu/spanish
https://sites.google.com/site/manellacorte/
https://www.routledge.com/products/9780203096758



https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tandfonline.com%2Floi%2Frslt20&data=02%7C01%7CWen.Huang%40montgomeryparks.org%7Cf520ddeb3ef24b7cc64208d5e846fe61%7Ca9061e0c24ca4c1cbeff039bb8c05816%7C0%7C1%7C636670313980052923&sdata=HC87jj507dGaQPxfj4kX%2Fuy3f5gZlArGrXG9soIrY2E%3D&reserved=0

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fsllc.umd.edu%2Fspanish&data=02%7C01%7CWen.Huang%40montgomeryparks.org%7Cf520ddeb3ef24b7cc64208d5e846fe61%7Ca9061e0c24ca4c1cbeff039bb8c05816%7C0%7C1%7C636670313980062928&sdata=RVaKBmYDSfcn73D7XBvYVaRqveOoaqfJp4SGjzfkNoI%3D&reserved=0

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsites.google.com%2Fsite%2Fmanellacorte%2F&data=02%7C01%7CWen.Huang%40montgomeryparks.org%7Cf520ddeb3ef24b7cc64208d5e846fe61%7Ca9061e0c24ca4c1cbeff039bb8c05816%7C0%7C1%7C636670313980062928&sdata=0niCj1%2BGcEzAoYT7i1TFPSqX3qTlbpjHsn1%2Bn5NFjqs%3D&reserved=0

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.routledge.com%2Fproducts%2F9780203096758&data=02%7C01%7CWen.Huang%40montgomeryparks.org%7Cf520ddeb3ef24b7cc64208d5e846fe61%7Ca9061e0c24ca4c1cbeff039bb8c05816%7C0%7C1%7C636670313980072941&sdata=KPSL4EGqRN4DDk1lfXdrHHI7sxcmhmhPepcHSemIzds%3D&reserved=0






From: Huang, Wen
To: Heidi Coleman; Ann Lafferty
Cc: Tsai, Andrew; pbarkley@bluecrabsoftware.com
Subject: RE: Fw: WSSC Sewer map for SSIS
Date: Thursday, September 20, 2018 2:17:00 PM


Heidi,
 
Thank you for contacting me. I can’t answer your question at this time until we know what WSSC’s
scope is. Our focus is on the stormwater management that is required for new construction, and
solve the drainage issue within the park boundary. WSSC is probably focus more on the sewage
issue.  These are two different systems. We are not sure if in the old time, WSSC has the two
systems ran in same pipe, but we still need to address the storm drainage. We will know more after
coordinating with WSSC.
 
Wen Huang
301-495-2466
 
From: Heidi Coleman <heidi.l.coleman@gmail.com> 
Sent: Thursday, September 20, 2018 2:10 PM
To: Ann Lafferty <lafferty_ann@yahoo.com>
Cc: Tsai, Andrew <andrew.tsai@montgomeryparks.org>; Huang, Wen
<wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org>; pbarkley@bluecrabsoftware.com
Subject: Re: Fw: WSSC Sewer map for SSIS
 
Ann,
Thank you for sharing these details.
 
Wen,
With the work that WSSC is doing, does that mean that fewer modifications will be needed in
SSI Park to address drainage issues?
 
Thank you,
Heidi Coleman
 
On Fri, Sep 14, 2018 at 11:53 AM Ann Lafferty <lafferty_ann@yahoo.com> wrote:


Andrew and Wen - 
I am forwarding more details related to the posting from the North Takoma Park list serv,
which I sent you earlier today.
 
The attached slides were used by the neighbors in a presentation to WSSC, as I understand
it.  These neighbors are having repeated sewage backed up into their homes.  Some feel the
water surge is related to the water from SSI Park.
 
I sincerely hope that you, Andrew and Wen, will work with Paul and the neighbors, so that
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Parks Dept and WSSC can improve the water problems.
 
I suggest you contact Paul, as he very knowledgeable about the sewage issues and has been
advocating with WSSC for quite a while, though he is not the only neighbor involved.
 
thank you,
Ann
 
----- Forwarded Message -----
From: Paul Barkley <pbarkley@bluecrabsoftware.com>
To: lafferty_ann@yahoo.com <lafferty_ann@yahoo.com>
Sent: Friday, September 14, 2018, 11:47:20 AM EDT
Subject: WSSC Sewer map for SSIS
 


Hi Ann, I got your VM this morning, and left you a call on both your home and work numbers.  I wasn’t sure
which one you wanted me to use.


 


I’ve attached the PowerPoint slide deck that we used in our first meeting with WSSC.  The last slide shows the
abandoned sewer line from the school, along with some notes.  Our concern is that this old pipe is probably
cracked, as many are, and may be letting ground water in…  OK, we just spoke on the phone, so no need for
more explanations!  I look forward to the park planning process taking this into consideration and coordinating,
we would hope, with WSSC.


 


Regards,


Paul


 


Blue Crab Software, LLC


http://www.bluecrabsoftware.com/


301.576.6447


202.291.2011
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From: David Asch
To: Huang, Wen
Subject: Re: Silver Spring Intermediate Neighborhood Park – Improvement Plan
Date: Wednesday, June 27, 2018 11:14:48 AM


Hi Wen,


When I filled out the survey, I chose Option 2. When I reached the last phase and reviewed my
selection, I noticed that Option 4 was selected and changed it, writing it off to my bad
eyesight. When I hear that there have been so many selections of Option 4, and this was an
unpopular choice among my neighbors, I wonder if there's a glitch in the software?


Best Regards,


David


On Mon, Apr 23, 2018 at 4:50 PM Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org> wrote:


Dear Mr. Asch and Mrs. Adler,


 


First of all, I appreciate your kind words and positive feedback. We do notice that most
people who attended the meeting and spoke up were seniors who have been living here for a
long time, but we don’t see many representatives for families with younger kids which I
believe there are a lot, because every time I visited the park, I saw the playground was used
a lot.


 


The park is improved for the next 20-30 years’ of use so we need to make sure that the
improvements meet long term needs. Your suggestions are very thoughtful and we will take
those into consideration for the adjustment of initial design. Meanwhile, it will very helpful
if you can spread the words and have more families who were not able to come to the
meeting to express their thoughts on the improvements. We will open up an on-line
comment link within this week so more people can have the opportunities to express their
needs/concerns. The notice will be posted in the project page at:
 https://www.montgomeryparks.org/projects/directory/silver-spring-intermediate-
neighborhood-park-improvement-plan/, as well as the park page at:
https://www.montgomeryparks.org/parks-and-trails/silver-spring-intermediate-
neighborhood-park/


 


Thank you again for taking the time to send us your thoughts and I appreciate your continue
attention to this project.


 


Wen Huang


T: (301) 495-2466 | F: (301) 585-1921
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From: David Asch [mailto:dasch804@gmail.com] 
Sent: Saturday, April 21, 2018 8:31 PM
To: Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org>
Subject: Silver Spring Intermediate Neighborhood Park – Improvement Plan


 


Dear Ms. Huang,


 


My wife and I attended the community meeting on Wednesday, 4/18 where you presented
the two options that you and your team devised. 


 


First, a few comments about the presentation and the meeting:


 


Your presentation was excellent. You explained yourself well and came up with some
options that you felt would best serve the community
Many of the people in the meeting were hostile and unnecessarily rude. We didn't
speak at the meeting because we were embarrassed by the hostility of our neighbors.
We hope that you weren't too disheartened by so much negativity. It was brave to put
forward your plans and it did provide a good starting point.
It was clear from the meeting that there was a demographic split between the people in
the meeting; the older people (the hostile and rude ones) were mostly indignant that
anyone would dare to touch their park. People with younger children may like the idea
of some playing fields for them.


 


Demographically, my wife and I fall in the middle; while we are younger than many of the
people who spoke, we no longer have young children. We also don't use the park much (no
dog, no kids at home) although we live a couple of houses away from the basketball court
entrance.


 


Our suggestions:


 


Address ADA compliance issues.
Drainage is the most pressing issue and the trickiest to resolve. 
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There is not much enthusiasm for a manicured park or for formal fields.
It wouldn't be fair to other park users to have scheduled times for Montgomery
County/Takoma Park soccer games.At the same time, dog walkers shouldn't take over
the space either
Refurbish the tennis courts -- resurface, new nets, new fence - and discourage use for
anything other than tennis.  
Leave as much free space without paths/fields/gazebos/exercise stations. While we
agree that your option 2 is well designed and clever, we think that option 1 seems
more aligned to the interests of the community and is more in keeping with the
characteristics of a neighborhood park with free range options for all ages and
interests.
Cut the number of parking spaces as you suggest, but do not construct a full-sized
soccer field.


Best Regards,


 


David Asch (& Laurie Adler)


804 Philadelphia Ave.


Silver Spring, MD 20910


 


 








From: Gregor Wallace
To: Huang, Wen
Subject: RE: Mini-pitch article
Date: Thursday, July 12, 2018 3:41:03 PM


Thanks Wen,
 
My gut feel is that respondents who voted for Option 4 were voting largely for the multi-purpose
courts.   The other amenities they viewed as ‘nice-to-have’, including the water fountain, bike rack
and natural play area.  The comments within the survey certainly support that, so many people
talked about the benefits of small sided court soccer.  If you added the multi-purpose courts to
Option 1 or 2 in your final design I think that would represent the best compromise, and keep the
majority happy.
 
Kind regards,
Gregor
 


From: Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org> 
Sent: 12 July 2018 14:45
To: gregordonaldwallace <gregordonaldwallace@gmail.com>
Subject: RE: Mini-pitch article
 
Gregor,
 
The option selection is a little bit surprise to me, as you know that during the meeting most people
chose option 1 or 2 with minimum changes to the park. The amenity selection, however, is
somewhat conflicted with the option selection. As you can see from the voting that except for the
drinking fountain, bike racks and multi-purpose courts, the other amenities didn’t received much
support.
 
We are in the process of hiring a consultant and will further study how to incorporate the voting
result into the final concept. Meanwhile, we are going to meet with Mr. Dube to further understand
the mini patch process for multi-purpose courts.
 
Wen Huang
T: (301) 495-2466 | F: (301) 585-1921
www.montgomeryparks.org
 


From: gregordonaldwallace [mailto:gregordonaldwallace@gmail.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2018 11:24 AM
To: Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org>
Subject: RE: Mini-pitch article
 
Wen,
Curious to hear your initial reaction to survey results?! 
Gregor
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Sent from my T-Mobile 4G LTE Device
 
-------- Original message --------
From: "Huang, Wen" <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org>
Date: 7/11/18 10:37 AM (GMT-05:00)
To: Gregor Wallace <gregordonaldwallace@gmail.com>
Subject: RE: Mini-pitch article
 
Thank you, Gregor.
 
Wen Huang
T: (301) 495-2466 | F: (301) 585-1921
www.montgomeryparks.org
 


From: Gregor Wallace [mailto:gregordonaldwallace@gmail.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2018 10:36 AM
To: Huang, Wen <wen.huang@montgomeryparks.org>
Subject: Mini-pitch article
 
Please share with your colleagues!
 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/soccer-insider/wp/2017/12/06/in-player-development-u-s-
soccer-foundation-seeks-to-maximize-mini-pitches/?utm_term=.abd9f2794d1a
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North Takoma Group


14 Messages Digest #5748


1a Re: hairdresser for curly hair by amyturim


1b Re: hairdresser for curly hair by "Sally Brucker"


1c Re: hairdresser for curly hair by "McMurdie, Ellen S" emcmurdie


1d Re: hairdresser for curly hair by "Vicki Killian" vicki.killian


2
This Eve! S.S. Contra Dance, 7:30-10 PM, S.S. Civic Center, Free Par by "Marcie Stickle/Geo
French"


3a Re: segway tour of DC? by "Susan Holliday"


4 Takoma SHOP LOCAL Weekend SALE 9/22-9/23 by "Laura Barclay" laura_barclay_otba


5 Sept. 18 Community Meeting on Pepco North Takoma Project by "Peter Kovar"


6 Re: Takoma Park Folk Festival by "Roger Strouse - NOAA Federal"


7 Cubs - Nationals tix for this afternoon by "Ben Rempell"


8 Excellent yard work by "Lois Weinberg"


9 Fw: [PEN] Meals on Wheels seeking volunteers by "Lois Weinberg"


10 WSSC Sewer Update by "Paul Barkley" monger8088


11 Update on Dorothy's Woods by "Peter Kovar"


From: Ann Lafferty
To: Huang, Wen
Cc: Heidi Coleman
Subject: SSI Park water investigation by WSSC
Date: Friday, September 14, 2018 9:24:31 AM


Wen - Please see the post below "WSSC Sewer Update".  I believe Paul, the author of that
email, is referring to the SSI Park.
It would be good if your plan could benefit from working with WSSC.
thank you,
Ann
 


----- Forwarded Message -----
From: north-takoma@yahoogroups.com <north-takoma@yahoogroups.com>
To: "north-takoma@yahoogroups.com" <north-takoma@yahoogroups.com>
Sent: Thursday, September 13, 2018, 10:55:04 PM EDT
Subject: [NTP] Digest Number 5748
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1a Re: hairdresser for curly hair
Wed Sep 12, 2018 7:54 pm (PDT) . Posted by: amyturim


My hair is super-curly but very short at this stage of life, and I'm very
happy with the skills of Maria and also John (the owner) at Salon Jam right
in downtown TP.


Call for an appt: 301-270-4477.


(In the past - with longer/frizzier hair, for more $$$ -- I used Fiddleheads
downtown, known for their skill with curly heads.)


Good luck, all.


Amy on Takoma


Reply to sender . Reply to group . Reply via Web Post . All Messages (7) . Top ^


1b Re: hairdresser for curly hair
Wed Sep 12, 2018 8:34 pm (PDT) . Posted by: "Sally Brucker"


Nicole at Salon Jam did the best curly hair cut I’ve ever had, last week.
Im definitely going back!
-- 
*Time and trouble will tame an advanced young woman, but an advanced old
woman is uncontrollable by any earthly force. Dorothy L. Sayers*


*Sally Brucker ATR-BC, LCSW-C, CAGS*
*http//www.sallybrucker.com <http://www.sallybrucker.com>*
*301 213 2334*
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1c Re: hairdresser for curly hair
Thu Sep 13, 2018 7:45 am (PDT) . Posted by: "McMurdie, Ellen S" emcmurdie


I see Jody at Scissor & Comb. She's not cheap ($85/cut), but she knows her way around curls!


Reply to sender . Reply to group . Reply via Web Post . All Messages (7) . Top ^


Messages
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1d Re: hairdresser for curly hair
Thu Sep 13, 2018 2:30 pm (PDT) . Posted by: "Vicki Killian" vicki.killian


Here's Ande's response:


You are in luck!!! The best curly girl stylist I know are at scissor and
comb in Takoma Park. Most started at Parlour in DC and I have followed them
to our neighborhood.
I suggest Nicole or Stephanie.
Good luck
Ande
On Philly
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2 This Eve! S.S. Contra Dance, 7:30-10 PM, S.S. Civic Center, Free Par
Thu Sep 13, 2018 3:28 am (PDT) . Posted by: "Marcie Stickle/Geo French"


CARPE DIEM! SILVER SPRING DANCE! CONTRAS, CIRCLES & SQUARES!


Th, Sept 13, 7:30-10:00 PM Free intro workshop 7:00-7:30pm, 8:45 Refreshments


BAND: Dead Sea Squirrels (Craig Edwards, Cathy Mason, Henry Yoshimura)
CALLERS: Too Hot Babes (Janine Smith and Susan Taylor)


Buffalo Soldiers' Great Hall, Silver Spring Civic Center, One Veterans Plaza, 
Free Parking in Garage across street, 801 Ellsworth Dr., Come One, Come All!


Thursday, September 13, 7:30-10:00PM (free intro workshop 7:00-7:30pm)


CARPE DIEM! SILVER SPRING DANCE! CONTRAS, CIRCLES & SQUARES
Great Hall, Silver Spring Civic Center, One Veterans Plaza, Silver Spring, MD 20910
(free parking in garage across street, 801 Ellsworth Dr.)


BAND: Dead Sea Squirrels (Craig Edwards, Cathy Mason, Henry Yoshimura)
CALLERS: Too Hot Babes (Janine Smith and Susan Taylor)


Join Carpe Diem Arts, Folklore Society of Greater Washington, Washington Revels, McGinty's
Public House, and Montgomery County Recreation at the Second Thursday Dance
in the air-conditioned Silver Spring Civic Building. 


FREE for first-timers
$10 general admission
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$8 Folklore Society of Greater Washington (FSGW), BFMS, CDSS, Revels
$5 students and those with no income
Bring a refreshment to share!


$8 FSGW, BFMS, CDSS members / $10 general admission
$5 students and those with no income
Presented by Carpe Diem Arts and Washington Revels. 
More info: BusyGraham@carpediemarts.org / 301-466-0183


www.facebook. com/events/ 465673417250523/
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3a Re: segway tour of DC?
Thu Sep 13, 2018 5:57 am (PDT) . Posted by: "Susan Holliday"


I can recommend Bike and Roll DC, which offers Segway and, you guessed it, bike tours. I believe
it is the oldest bike tour company in the area. http://bikeandrolldc.com/


Sue on Buffalo 


> On Sep 11, 2018, at 8:35 AM, lafferty_ann@yahoo.com [north-takoma] <north-takoma-
noreply@yahoogroups.com> wrote:
> 
> Hi everybody - I have company coming to town and I'm wondering if anyone has been on one of
the several segway tours and can recommend a particular company/route.
> 
> thank you,
> 
> Ann
> 
> 
> Violet Place
> 
> 
> 
> 
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4 Takoma SHOP LOCAL Weekend SALE 9/22-9/23
Thu Sep 13, 2018 8:06 am (PDT) . Posted by: "Laura Barclay" laura_barclay_otba


Shop the deals at Takoma's locally-owned, independent shops on Saturday and
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Sunday, September 22nd and 23rd, 2018. Find sales as the businesses make
room for holiday inventory - home goods, handmade items, bikes, pet
supplies, toys, clothing, shoes and more.


Kid's performer Mr. Gabe kicks off the weekend with a free outdoor
performance at the Takoma Park Gazebo, 7035 Carroll Ave, on Saturday,
September 22 at 11:00 am and on Sunday,September 23rd, the Takoma Park
Farmers Market hosts its annual Takoma Park Farmers Market Pie Contest with
Pie delivery at 11:00 am and Pie Slices for Sale at 1:00 pm.Two Boots Farm
also pops up at the market that day with a bounty of pawpaws.
http://takomaparkmarket.com/


Plus - Liquidation Sale at Capital City Confectionery, 7071 Carroll Ave on
Sunday, September 23rd from 9:00 am - 3:00 pm. Everything must go!


New Takoma taqueria, Cielo Rojo, (coming to 7056 Carroll Ave at the end of
2018) pops up outside at Capital City Confectionery, 7071 Carroll Ave, from
9:00 am-2:00 pm on Sunday, September 23rd. Come by for breakfast tacos and
more!


A weekend of shopping and fun is in store!


More: http://www.mainstreettakoma.org/featured-events/sidewalk-sale/ 
___


Laura Barclay | executive director
Old Takoma Business Association
*Your Main Street Takoma*
Visit mainstreettakoma.org
cell: 240-535-0187
office: 301-891-6789


Voted Best Main Street in the Washington City Paper's Best of DC 2018


https://www.instagram.com/mainstreettakoma/
https://www.facebook.com/MainStreetTakoma/
https://twitter.com/MainStTakoma
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5 Sept. 18 Community Meeting on Pepco North Takoma Project
Thu Sep 13, 2018 9:03 am (PDT) . Posted by: "Peter Kovar"


Dear Neighbors:


A reminder that there will be a community meeting about the North Takoma
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Pepco project on Tuesday, September 18 from 7:30 - 9:00 PM. It will take
place in Room 116 of Montgomery College’s Smith Commons Building.
Representatives from Pepco and their contractor will provide an update on
the status of the project and answer questions from residents.


Peter Kovar


Takoma Park City Council


Ward One


240-319-6281
www.councilmemberko var.com
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6 Re: Takoma Park Folk Festival
Thu Sep 13, 2018 9:12 am (PDT) . Posted by: "Roger Strouse - NOAA Federal"


Neighbors,


The festival is on rain or shine. We have a rain plan
to move the entire festival inside the Takoma Middle School if necessary.
The decision will be made Saturday morning


The Takoma Park Festival has provided joyous and
eclectic entertainment for four decades, and it returns on Sunday September
16, from 10:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. This free and family-friendly event
showcases folksingers, international musicians and dancers, as well as teen
performers. Other features include a juried craft show, kids' games, an
array of international foods and community booths. Of special note, the
popular community loom in the crafts area is returning, as is an exhibit on
the history of the Festival. Come early and participate in a singing
procession led by the *D.C. Labor Chorus*. Takoma Park Middle School, 7611
Piney Branch Rd, 20910
<https://maps.google.com/?q=7611+Piney+Branch+Rd,+20910&entry=gmail&source=g>
..


Parking on-site is limited to those with handicap
permits. Shuttle buses run from the Takoma Park metro station Kiss & Ride
area, and Montgomery College East parking garage at 7730 Fenton Street,
Silver Spring. Service dogs only on school grounds. More Info: www.tpff.org


The festival needs hundreds of volunteers to put on this
wonderful event! Please consider being part of the community that brings
the festival to life. https://www.tpff.org/volunteer.
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Thank You,


Roger Strouse
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7 Cubs - Nationals tix for this afternoon
Thu Sep 13, 2018 9:44 am (PDT) . Posted by: "Ben Rempell"


Anybody interested in spending this afternoon at the ballpark?


I have two tickets to the Nationals - Cubs game this afternoon (first pitch
planned for 4:05pm). If it doesn't get rained out, I will be happy to
offer them up for two lucky fans at a minimum price. The seats are in
Section 130, Row MM, along the first base line. I paid $26 each for them,
and will sell them to the best offer that rolls in over the next couple of
hours.


I can send them to anybody through the SeatGeek Ap. If the game is rained
out, I can reimburse you and you can send them back to me no problem.


Let me know!
Ben on Cleveland
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8 Excellent yard work
Thu Sep 13, 2018 11:07 am (PDT) . Posted by:"Lois Weinberg"


For those who have been looking for yard help:


Jose Chicas, Chicas Enterprises, 301-254-5214


He and his staff did a huge job in my yard yesterday, weeding, digging up things that had to go,
moving two shrubs, trimming trees, mulching. He's not a landscaper, but he knows a lot about
which are plants and which are weeds, and he gave us good advice about relocating some plants.


Lois on Tulip


Lois N. Weinberg
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9 Fw: [PEN] Meals on Wheels seeking volunteers
Thu Sep 13, 2018 2:20 pm (PDT) . Posted by: "Lois Weinberg"


Lois N. Weinberg


________________________________
From: owner-pen@penhood.net <owner-pen@penhood.net> on behalf of Sandra Egan
<sandyeganretired@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, September 13, 2018 5:11 PM
To: pen@penhood.net
Subject: [PEN] Meals on Wheels seeking volunteers


Tomorrow is a great opportunity for you to test out the experience of driving for Meals on Wheels!
We're in need of a driver to take meals to our homebound neighbors.


There's an urgent need for one more person tomorrow, Friday Sep 14 from 11:15am to 1pm. If you
have a car and/or if you are willing to ride with a driver and run the meals to doors, please call
Ruth at 301-434-1922.


And there's an ongoing need for meal packers (9-11:30am) and drivers & deliverers (11:15am-
1pm) either one day/week or just as occasional backups.


This is a great way to support and build community in just a couple of hours -- neighbors helping
neighbors -- and to provide social connection to homebound seniors and others who have difficulty
going shopping or preparing meals. Meals on Wheels transforms lives; it's social justice in action.
Ruth (301-434-1922) is happy to answer any questions you may have.
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10 WSSC Sewer Update
Thu Sep 13, 2018 2:25 pm (PDT) . Posted by: "Paul Barkley" monger8088


For those who are interested, just a quick update. WSSC has a local contractor working in the
North Takoma Park area installing flow meters and in some cases surcharge detection devices to
monitor four different "mini-basins" that connect our area. The idea is to see whether just one mini-
basin is causing the surcharge problem or whether it's widespread.


WSSC brought out 6 managers on Wednesday plus the project manager from the nationally-
known consulting engineering company that will be doing the hydrologic study, and we met for a
few minutes in the street to go over the progress they're making.


WSSC let the contract for the flow meters to a different, local company so they could start
gathering data before the national company starts their analysis, so it was helpful to see them
working in the neighborhood this week.. Tim reported the local company was working today up by
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the SSIS park, which might be contributing to our issues if their sewer wasn't capped correctly
back in the 70s or is letting ground water leak into the system.


In a "few months", once WSSC has some data and some options for fixing this, they have agreed
to hold a community-wide meeting to discuss progress and answer questions. Since the hydrologic
study will probably take 6 months, depending on whether we have enough rain to trigger more
incidents, I'm not sure whether this meeting will occur before early spring. We'll certainly make
sure everyone is notified through the listserv, but WSSC will probably notify all owners in the area
separately.


Jeff Kehne and I will continue to afflict them periodically to make sure this still has their attention
and they're actually accomplishing what they said they would do. To say the community remains
distrustful of WSSC assurances would be an understatement, but they are, at this point, at least
putting on a good show, and I'm hopeful that eventually we'll get somewhere with this without
having to seek political or legal solutions. They will always remain on the table as an option if
needed, of course, since we're determined to get this long-term problem resolved permanently.


Again, if you have an incident, even if you don't want to file a claim, please notify WSSC to report it
and let Jeff or me know as well so we can update the incident log. Thanks.


Regards,
Paul


Blue Crab Software, LLC
http://www.bluecrabsoftware.com/
301.576.6447
202.291.2011
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11 Update on Dorothy's Woods
Thu Sep 13, 2018 5:27 pm (PDT) . Posted by: "Peter Kovar"


Dear Neighbors:


I'm pleased that on Wednesday the City reached an agreement with Fairview
-- the financial services firm that had proposed auctioning off the
Dorothy's Woods property at auction this week -- the keeps ownership of the
property with the City. The Council met in closed session this week to
receive legal advice from the City Attorney and to direct his involvement
in the negotiations that led to the agreement.


The Following message, which was posted yesterday on the City website
explains the details:
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*"September 12, 2018: The City has entered into an agreement with Fairview
Investment Fund, the owner of a Deed of Trust secured by the Dorothy’s
Woods property, to prevent the sale of the property via foreclosure auction
and preserve the City’s interest in and control over the property. Pursuant
to the agreement, the City will pay Fairview $250,000 in exchange for
Fairview’s release of the Dorothy’s Woods property from the lien of the
Deed of Trust and Fairview’s dismissal of its foreclosure action against
the City, in which it sought to collect approximately $382,600 from the
sale of the property.*


*"The City Council made the decision based on its recognition of the
importance of the environmental benefits of the parcel. Approximately
$100,000 of the negotiated amount will be paid for using donations from a
group of people who, on their own accord, offered funds with the goal of
potentially supplementing City funds in order to maintain City ownership of
the parcel. The Council will be discussing where the remainder of the
unbudgeted funds will come from, whether through cost savings or from
reserves, at a future work session."*


You can see background on Dorothy’s Woods and the City’s history with the
parcel here:
https://takomaparkmd.gov/initiatives/project-directory/dorothys-woods/


A few more thoughts: while I shared the desire of many in the community and
on the Council to preserve City ownership of Dorothy’s Woods, I did have
concerns about spending additional City financial resources on the parcel.
Some residents have argued that -- because we already put money into the
Woods -- we were obligated to continue to invest our financial resources in
the land. I don’t agree with that argument, just as I didn’t in the context
of the Takoma Junction development. On the other hand, the Council
has identified working to address climate change and preserving open space
as priorities.


Taking those considerations into account, I thought that on balance the
purchase price we were able to negotiate was reasonable, and I supported
it. But my support was based on a commitment among Councilmembers to reduce
the current year’s budget by an amount equal to the amount of City funds
put into the purchase. Under more typical conditions we would figure that
out in advance. In this case, given the short time frame connected to the
potential auction of the property, we were in a position where we had to
move quickly. So we ended up approving the purchase before we identified
the offsetting savings. But I’ll be placing a high priority on finding
those offsetting savings as soon as possible.


I would add that I’m appreciative a number of residents stepped up to offer
their own funds to help defray the cost of this purchase. That being said,
I think it will be important for us going forward to consider more broadly
the impact that large contributions from residents have on how our







municipal government functions. My view is that as a supplement to a goal
the Council is already working on, it can be a reasonable approach, and as
I said I think it was in this case. But I would like us to have in place a
set of guidelines for how we could accept such contributions in the future
so that we can ensure we take actions that are in line with Council and
community priorities.


Peter Kovar


Takoma Park City Council


Ward One


240-319-6281
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From: Ann Lafferty
To: Huang, Wen
Subject: SSI park
Date: Thursday, July 26, 2018 9:07:50 PM


Hello Wen -
I am emailing once again about "The Park".  


I believe you have gotten emails/letters from quite a few of my neighbors, most of them live
right across the street from the park.  


I've been trying to figure out exactly the simplest way to understand the conflict that is being
felt.  Here is what I have come up with:  many, who live very close to the park, worry that
because Option 4 got "the most votes", that the renovations will bring 2 consequences, in
particular:
1) traffic will worsen on our streets (Chicago & Boston Avenues, and Violet Place)
2) the park will no longer be a natural setting of trees and grass, that is right in front of their
homes, every day.


I assume your team will be evaluating the polling, comments, and budget.  We have no idea
what criteria might be used in the decision making.   Though I believe you have listened
carefully to previous comments - both in person and via email etc - there is a building anxiety
that the renovations will change what is basically our front yards (the park is that close to our
front doors).  Some transparency in what happens next would be appreciated.


In any case, I look forward to hearing your thoughts, and thanks again for listening, 
Ann 
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From: Ann Lafferty
To: Huang, Wen
Cc: Heidi Coleman
Subject: Thank you
Date: Friday, August 17, 2018 9:28:32 AM


Hello Wen -
Thank you for meeting with Heidi and me yesterday.  I really appreciate how thoughtful &
observant you have been about the park renovations, about how it will affect the immediate
neighbors, and understanding of the many desires from the community .  


For me this was the best meeting so far, in my opinion, because it was the least tense!  
Ann
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From: Ann Lafferty
To: Huang, Wen
Cc: meglynn.ryan@gmail.com
Subject: Fw: Re: Comments Regarding SSI Park
Date: Saturday, September 1, 2018 9:12:19 PM
Attachments: IMG_5314.mov


Hello Wen -
Perhaps you remember Meg, the neighbor who joined us on the park walk-through.  She lives
on Boston AVenue, right across from the park.  She's the mother of 2 young girls, and
described how her daughters love riding their bikes up and down the rolling dip, calling it the
"half-pipe".


Anyway, Meg sent out the following message to the same group, basically, who was present at
the walk-through, and asked the message for forwarded to you.
----- Forwarded Message -----
From: Megan Ryan <meglynn.ryan@gmail.com>
To: Heidi Coleman <heidi.l.coleman@gmail.com>
Cc: Edith Holleman <hollemanea@yahoo.com>; Stephanie Murphy <zzmurphy@hotmail.com>; David
Minton <threefates3@gmail.com>; Ann Lafferty <lafferty_ann@yahoo.com>; kg
<krisgill@rocketmail.com>; Roger Coleman <musicguy55@hotmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, August 29, 2018, 9:34:08 PM EDT
Subject: Re: Comments Regarding SSI Park


Heidi, 


Thanks so much for all the updates and clarified information regarding the current standing thoughts on
the park. 


 I'm so glad our community has a voice in the design since it is something that we should all feel reflects
our collective needs. So far, I'm happy with the current direction and share similar concerns on the re-
grading for storm water.  There is an issue as we begin to have more of those heavier downpours. I
wasn't here when we had the heavy rain on July 25th but here is a video my husband sent. (see
attached) That was by far the worst I have ever seen it. If anyone is in direct communication with Wen
currently, feel free to pass it along to her team. 


 I hope there is not any drastic changes to the current lay of the land. The temporary swale in the middle
has made me a bit nervous as kids dart through the fields and not notice the dip. Also, these fields (in the
5 years we have lived across from them) are only occupied as "soccer" fields for brief seasons and then
only a fraction of the time each week. The majority of the parks use is the playground-basketball courts
and tennis, leaving the fields open for pick-up games, free running and non-designated activities. I hope it
stays that way. A sweet little field in an ever expanding urban space. 


If they ever add more structure on to the Childs playground, there is this wonderful brand of equipment
made out of wood. My daughters pre-school just invested in three pieces for their playground (TPCDC).
They are a soft-splinter free wood and I love the ability for imaginative play it would create, esp. since the
daily morning crowd is of the pre-school age. The brand is Kompan and can be found
here: https://www.kompan.us/play/organic-robinia/playhouses-1


Cheers, 
Meg



mailto:lafferty_ann@yahoo.com

mailto:Wen.Huang@montgomeryparks.org

mailto:meglynn.ryan@gmail.com

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.kompan.us%2Fplay%2Forganic-robinia%2Fplayhouses-1&data=02%7C01%7Cwen.huang%40montgomeryparks.org%7C2e99fd13281548d56b9608d610711752%7Ca9061e0c24ca4c1cbeff039bb8c05816%7C0%7C0%7C636714475350601204&sdata=2nCeAUxpI9idkkrI4V7wJNCw7N2svMPSz5dtZzYQsEo%3D&reserved=0







On Wed, Aug 29, 2018 at 4:30 PM Heidi Coleman <heidi.l.coleman@gmail.com> wrote:
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Hi Megan,
Welcome back.  


All,
I've been meaning to send out a note.  A week ago or so, Ann and I had a chance to meet with Wen at
the park.  We asked a lot of questions and she shared a lot of information with us.  I have the
impression she's trying hard to really hear and balance all the interests, explore additional options and
find a solution that meets as many of the needs as possible.  I think Ann felt that way, too.


Regarding process:


They hope to bring on a consultant sometime in Sept, who will help them with design details and
permits
They are also doing a study (in Sept) regarding options for "indoor soccer" (to look at other
parks, as well, which may serve as better options than the tennis court at SSI Park)
They expect to present a proposal for Board approval by Jan or Feb
We will have another opportunity to comment (online)
That survey will ask respondents how far from the park they live and how often they use the park
The design won't be finalized for another year or so


Regarding the direction of the design:


They no longer plan to include exercise stations
Highest priorities are drainage and ADA compliance
Another priority is the fence and gate near the playground (to prevent small children from
running into the street)
They plan to create three retention ponds for drainage
The budget is $1 million
Biggest expense is likely repairing the retention wall at the east end
They plan to remove the steps and alter the paths (leading toward the tennis court), so they're
less steep and they'll add a railing (for ADA)
They plan to add a "natural play" area near the playground
A shelter and the path near the white wall are not a priority; opinion was mixed about those
elements
They will try to maintain as many trees as possible and they plan to add new ones near the
basketball court
They hope to add a water fountain (3 levels - for adults, kids and pets), and they plan to add
pickle ball lines on the tennis courts and a bike rack (near the parking lot, I think) 
The biggest question, I think, is how much grading they will do (none, some or a lot); Wen hopes
the contractor can help; the work order for the contractor asks them to balance solving drainage,
making the park useful for sports, and maintaining rolling natural terrain 


She welcomes additional questions.  


Ann, 
Please add if I forgot anything and correct me if you think I got anything wrong.


Heidi








From: Arlene Koby
To: Huang, Wen
Cc: Paul Barkley; Jeff Kehne
Subject: SSI Park/WSSC
Date: Friday, September 14, 2018 1:00:07 PM


Wen,


I am forwarding an email with info relevant to the SSI Park renovation.  


Maps exist showing the abandoned WSSC lines beneath SSI Park, from the demolished 
school.  It might be appropriate to check the condition of these lines during the park 
renovation and, also, to compare their location relative to where the rain catch basins are to be 
located.  We want to be sure our neighborhood water problem is not exacerbated, due to either 
more rain water diverted to broken WSSC lines, if the lines are compromised, or creating a 
new problem, like breaking the lines when excavation is done to create the rain basins.  


I know your plans for the park renovation have been fairly comprehensive and that you would 
want to incorporate this issue into the plans, if not already addressed. 


I can try to get you the maps showing the WSSC abandoned lines, if you don’t have that info 
already.


Thanks,


Arlene Koby
301-509-8181


Begin forwarded message:


From: "Paul Barkley pbarkley@bluecrabsoftware.com [north-takoma]" <north-
takoma-noreply@yahoogroups.com>
Subject: [NTP] WSSC Sewer Update
Date: September 13, 2018 at 5:25:21 PM EDT
To: "north-takoma@yahoogroups.com" <north-takoma@yahoogroups.com>
Reply-To: Paul Barkley <pbarkley@bluecrabsoftware.com>


For those who are interested, just a quick update.  WSSC has a local contractor working in the North 
Takoma Park area installing flow meters and in some cases surcharge detection devices to monitor four 
different “mini-basins” that connect our area.  The idea is to see whether just one mini-basin is causing 
the surcharge problem or whether it’s widespread.


WSSC brought out 6 managers on Wednesday plus the project manager from the nationally-known 
consulting engineering company that will be doing the hydrologic study, and we met for a few minutes in 
the street to go over the progress they’re making.


WSSC let the contract for the flow meters to a different, local company so they could start gathering data 
before the national company starts their analysis, so it was helpful to see them working in the 
neighborhood this week.  Tim reported the local company was working today up by the 
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SSIS park, which might be contributing to our issues if their sewer wasn’t capped 
correctly back in the 70s or is letting ground water leak into the system.


In a “few months”, once WSSC has some data and some options for fixing this, they have agreed to hold a 
community-wide meeting to discuss progress and answer questions.  Since the hydrologic study will 
probably take 6 months, depending on whether we have enough rain to trigger more incidents, I’m not 
sure whether this meeting will occur before early spring.  We’ll certainly make sure everyone is notified 
through the listserv, but WSSC will probably notify all owners in the area separately.


Jeff Kehne and I will continue to afflict them periodically to make sure this still has their attention and 
they’re actually accomplishing what they said they would do.  To say the community remains distrustful of 
WSSC assurances would be an understatement, but they are, at this point, at least putting on a good show, 
and I’m hopeful that eventually we’ll get somewhere with this without having to seek political or legal 
solutions.  They will always remain on the table as an option if needed, of course, since we’re determined 
to get this long-term problem resolved permanently.


Again, if you have an incident, even if you don’t want to file a claim, please notify WSSC to report it and let 
Jeff or me know as well so we can update the incident log.  Thanks.


Regards,


Paul


Blue Crab Software, LLC


http://www.bluecrabsoftware.com/


301.576.6447


202.291.2011
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