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MR. RICHARD BRUSH, MANAGER 
MCDPS-WATER RES. PLAN REVIEW 
255 ROCKVILLE PIKE 
2ND FLOOR 
ROCKVILLE, MD 20850 
By email rick.brush@montgomerycountymd.gov 

 MR. GREG LECK 
MCDOT 
101 MONROE ST 
10th FLOOR 
ROCKVILLE, MD 20850 
By email greg.leck@montgomerycountymd.oov  

 MR. MARK ETHERIDGE, MANAGER 
MCDPS-SEDIMENT/STORMWATER 
INSPECTION & ENFORCEMENT 
255 ROCKVILLE PIKE, 2ND FLOOR 
ROCKVILLE, MD 20850 
By email mark.etheridge@montgomerycountymd.gov  

MS. LISA SCHWARTZ 
DHCA 
100 MARYLAND AENUE 
4TH FLOOR 
ROCKVILLE, MD 20850 
By email lisa.schwartz@montgomerycountymd.gov  

 MR. ATIQ PANJSHIRI 
MCDPS-RIGHT-OF-WAY 
PERMITTING 
255 ROCKVILLE PIKE,2ND FLOOR 
ROCKVILLE, MD 20850 
By email 
atiq.panjshiri@montgomerycountymd.gov  

 MR. EHSAN MOTAZEDI 
MCDPS-SITE PLAN ENFORCEMENT 
255 ROCKVILLE PIKE, 2ND FLOOR 
ROCKVILLE, MD 20850 
By email ehsan.motazedi@montgomerycountymd.gov 

MR. MARK BEALL 
MCDPS-ZONING 
255 ROCKVILLE PIKE, 2ND FLOOR 
ROCKVILLE, MD 20850 
By email mark.beall@montgomerycountymd.gov 

 MS. CHRISTINA CONTRERAS 
MCDPS-LAND DEVELOPMENT 
255 ROCKVILLE PIKE, 2ND FLOOR 
ROCKVILLE, MD 20850 
By email 
christina.contreras@montgomerycountymd.gov 

 MR. GENE VON GUNTEN 
MCDPS-WELL & SEPTIC 
255 ROCKVILLE PIKE, 2ND FLOOR 
ROCKVILLE, MD 20850 
By email gene.vongunten@montgomerycountymd.gov 

MR. CHRISTOPHER ANDERSON 
MPDU MANAGER, DHCA 
100 MARYLAND AVENUE, 4TH FLOOR 
ROCKVILLE, MD 20850 
By email 
Christopher.anderson@montgomerycountymd.gov 

 MR. ALAN SOUKUP 
MCDDEP-WATER & WASTEWATER POLICY 
255 ROCKVILLE PIKE, SUITE 120 
ROCKVILLE, MD 20850 
By email alan.soukup@montgomerycountymd.gov 
  

 Brian Gelfand 
AUBURN BUILDING ASSOCIATES LP 
4915 Auburn Avenue Suite 200 
Bethesda, MD 20814 

WILLIAM LANDFAIR 
VIKA MARYLAND, LLC 
20251 CENTURY BOULEVARD, SUITE 400 
GERMANTOWN, MD 20874 

 Logan Kelso 
VIKA MARYLAND LLC 
20251 Century Boulevard Suite 400 
Germantown, MD 20874 

 Stacy Silber 
LERCH EARLY BREWER CHARTERED 
7600 Wisconsin Avenue Suite 700 
Bethesda, MD 20814 

 

Robert Sponseller 
Shalom Boranes Association 
1010 Wisconsin Ave NW, Suite 900 
Washington, DC 20004 

 Joshua Sloan  
VIKA 
20251 Century, Suite 400 
Germantown, MD 20874 

 Filipa Powell 
1010 Wisconsin Ave NW # 900 
Washington DC, 20007 

Chander Kholsa 
4903 Auburn Ave 
Bethesda MD 20814 

    

     

     

    120180210 & 320180170- 4915 Auburn Ave 

Attachment A

A - 15

mailto:rick.brush@montgomerycountymd.gov
mailto:greg.leck@montgomerycountymd.oov
mailto:mark.etheridge@montgomerycountymd.gov
mailto:lisa.schwartz@montgomerycountymd.gov
mailto:atiq.panjshiri@montgomerycountymd.gov
mailto:eshan.motazedi@montgomerycountymd.gov
mailto:mark.beall@montgomerycountymd.gov
mailto:christina.contreras@montgomerycountymd.gov
mailto:gene.vongunten@montgomerycountymd.gov
mailto:Christopher.anderson@montgomerycountymd.gov
mailto:alan.soukup@montgomerycountymd.gov


Attachment A

A - 16



Attachment A

A - 17



Attachment A

A - 18



Attachment A

A - 19



Attachment A

A - 20



Attachment A

A - 21



Attachment A

A - 22



Attachment A

A - 23



Attachment A

A - 24



Attachment A

A - 25



Attachment A

A - 26



MR. RICHARD BRUSH, MANAGER 
MCDPS-WATER RES. PLAN REVIEW 
255 ROCKVILLE PIKE 
2ND FLOOR 
ROCKVILLE, MD 20850 
By email rick.brush@montgomerycountymd.gov 

 MR. GREG LECK 
MCDOT 
101 MONROE ST 
10th FLOOR 
ROCKVILLE, MD 20850 
By email greg.leck@montgomerycountymd.oov  

 MR. MARK ETHERIDGE, MANAGER 
MCDPS-SEDIMENT/STORMWATER 
INSPECTION & ENFORCEMENT 
255 ROCKVILLE PIKE, 2ND FLOOR 
ROCKVILLE, MD 20850 
By email mark.etheridge@montgomerycountymd.gov  

MS. LISA SCHWARTZ 
DHCA 
100 MARYLAND AENUE 
4TH FLOOR 
ROCKVILLE, MD 20850 
By email lisa.schwartz@montgomerycountymd.gov  

 MR. ATIQ PANJSHIRI 
MCDPS-RIGHT-OF-WAY 
PERMITTING 
255 ROCKVILLE PIKE,2ND FLOOR 
ROCKVILLE, MD 20850 
By email 
atiq.panjshiri@montgomerycountymd.gov  

 MR. EHSAN MOTAZEDI 
MCDPS-SITE PLAN ENFORCEMENT 
255 ROCKVILLE PIKE, 2ND FLOOR 
ROCKVILLE, MD 20850 
By email ehsan.motazedi@montgomerycountymd.gov 

MR. MARK BEALL 
MCDPS-ZONING 
255 ROCKVILLE PIKE, 2ND FLOOR 
ROCKVILLE, MD 20850 
By email mark.beall@montgomerycountymd.gov 

 MS. CHRISTINA CONTRERAS 
MCDPS-LAND DEVELOPMENT 
255 ROCKVILLE PIKE, 2ND FLOOR 
ROCKVILLE, MD 20850 
By email 
christina.contreras@montgomerycountymd.gov 

 MR. GENE VON GUNTEN 
MCDPS-WELL & SEPTIC 
255 ROCKVILLE PIKE, 2ND FLOOR 
ROCKVILLE, MD 20850 
By email gene.vongunten@montgomerycountymd.gov 

MR. CHRISTOPHER ANDERSON 
MPDU MANAGER, DHCA 
100 MARYLAND AVENUE, 4TH FLOOR 
ROCKVILLE, MD 20850 
By email 
Christopher.anderson@montgomerycountymd.gov 

 MR. ALAN SOUKUP 
MCDDEP-WATER & WASTEWATER POLICY 
255 ROCKVILLE PIKE, SUITE 120 
ROCKVILLE, MD 20850 
By email alan.soukup@montgomerycountymd.gov 
  

 Brian Gelfand 
AUBURN BUILDING ASSOCIATES LP 
4915 Auburn Avenue Suite 200 
Bethesda, MD 20814 

WILLIAM LANDFAIR 
VIKA MARYLAND, LLC 
20251 CENTURY BOULEVARD, SUITE 400 
GERMANTOWN, MD 20874 

 Logan Kelso 
VIKA MARYLAND LLC 
20251 Century Boulevard Suite 400 
Germantown, MD 20874 

 Stacy Silber 
LERCH EARLY BREWER CHARTERED 
7600 Wisconsin Avenue Suite 700 
Bethesda, MD 20814 

 

Robert Sponseller 
Shalom Boranes Association 
1010 Wisconsin Ave NW, Suite 900 
Washington, DC 20004 

 Joshua Sloan  
VIKA 
20251 Century, Suite 400 
Germantown, MD 20874 

 Filipa Powell 
1010 Wisconsin Ave NW # 900 
Washington DC, 20007 

Chander Kholsa 
4903 Auburn Ave 
Bethesda MD 20814 

    

     

     

    120180210 & 320180170- 4915 Auburn Ave 

Attachment A

A - 27

mailto:rick.brush@montgomerycountymd.gov
mailto:greg.leck@montgomerycountymd.oov
mailto:mark.etheridge@montgomerycountymd.gov
mailto:lisa.schwartz@montgomerycountymd.gov
mailto:atiq.panjshiri@montgomerycountymd.gov
mailto:eshan.motazedi@montgomerycountymd.gov
mailto:mark.beall@montgomerycountymd.gov
mailto:christina.contreras@montgomerycountymd.gov
mailto:gene.vongunten@montgomerycountymd.gov
mailto:Christopher.anderson@montgomerycountymd.gov
mailto:alan.soukup@montgomerycountymd.gov


THE MONTGOMERY COUNTY PLANNING DEPARTMENT        
THE MARYLAND-NATIONAL CAPITAL PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION          

Bethesda Downtown Design Advisory Panel 
FROM: Laura Shipman  

Design Advisory Panel Liaison 

PROJECT: 4915 Auburn Avenue 
Site Plan No. TBD 

DATE: April 24, 2019 

The 4915 Auburn Avenue project was reviewed by the Bethesda Downtown Design Advisory Panel on 
April 24, 2019. The following meeting notes summarize the Panel’s discussion, and 
recommendations regarding design excellence and the exceptional design public benefits points. The 
Panel’s recommendations should be incorporated into the Staff Report and strongly considered by 
Staff prior to the certification of the Site Plan. Should you have any additional questions and/or 
comments please feel free to contact the Design Advisory Panel Liaison. 

Attendance: 

Karl Du Puy (Panelist) 
George Dove (Panelist) 
Damon Orobona (Panelist) 
Rod Henderer (Panelist) 
Qiaojue Yu (Panelist) 
Paul Mortensen (Panelist, Senior Urban Designer in the Director’s Office) 

Laura Shipman (Design Advisory Panel Liaison) 
Robert Kronenberg (Area 1 Division Chief) 
Matt Folden (Lead Reviewer) 
Kendra Hyson (Director’s Office) 
Hyojung Garland (Parks Department) 
Rachel Newhouse (Parks Department) 

Robert Sponseller (Applicant Team) 
Jeff Paralle (Applicant Team) 
Brian Gelfan (Applicant Team) 
Stacy Silber (Applicant Team) 
Filipa Powell (Applicant Team) 
Liz Rogers (Applicant Team) 
Charles Conslip (Applicant Team) 
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THE MONTGOMERY COUNTY PLANNING DEPARTMENT                                                
THE MARYLAND-NATIONAL CAPITAL PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION             

 

 
Amanda Farber (Member of the Public) 
Aldon Thomas (Member of the Public) 
Paige Nerenberg (Member of the Public) 
 

Discussion Points:  

• How do you get to the upper floors of the Norfolk piece? 
• Applicant Response: it might be an elevator or stair to the mezzanine level. 

• Very nice project. I particularly like the triangular piece.  
• What is the building you’re wrapping around on Norfolk? 

• Applicant Response: 2-story retail.  
• Fantastic job. 
• Staff: Is the back landscape portion open to the public? It is a great added feature to add to 

the connection to the trail. 
• Applicant Response: Yes, it is part of the project’s public open space to connect 

to Battery Lane.  
• I do have one concern with a through-block connection with a relatively low ceiling. We are 

fortunate that the lighting has improved. Sometimes something in that space could create 
something exciting. Right now, it is a flat ceiling and floor and the focal point is a hundred 
feet away. Could the ceiling and lighting design help animate the space? The ones that are 
most successful create a secondary level of interest. 

• Applicant response: you walk around cities and there are beautiful covered areas 
and in between spaces and they are simple. The retail on both sides can help to 
animate it. With the windows and light coming from both sides it will help. 

• Staff: in NOMA there is a beautiful lighting treatment under the train tracks. 
• I like the landscape treatment, there are a lot of amenities. Try to take a big picture 

cohesive view in addition to the details. 
• Is there a plan for how long the project will be open, will it be 24/7? 

• Applicant response: This is an important concern of the owner and they will be 
paying a lot of attention to safety moving through the passageway. 

• You have done a good job of distinguishing the zones for pedestrians and bicycles vs 
vehicular traffic. 

• Applicant response: Most of the time the traffic will be so low that these spaces 
will also be shared.  

• I like that this access from Norfolk is totally open and its very clear that there is a public 
connection. 
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THE MONTGOMERY COUNTY PLANNING DEPARTMENT                                                
THE MARYLAND-NATIONAL CAPITAL PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION             

 

 
Panel Recommendations:  
The following recommendations should be incorporated into the Staff Report.  

1. Consider additional treatment to the ceiling of the covered through-block connection such as 
lighting to make the space more inviting and exciting. 

2. Ensure that the landscape treatment is cohesive. 
3. Public Benefit Points: The applicant requests 20 Exceptional Design Points; however, the panel 

recommends 30 Exceptional Design Points. 
4. vote: 5 in support 
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Folden, Matthew

From: Torma, Rebecca <Rebecca.Torma-Kim@montgomerycountymd.gov>
Sent: Monday, August 26, 2019 3:57 PM
To: Silber, Stacy P.; Folden, Matthew
Cc: Folden, Matthew; Thomas, John B.; Dickel, Stephanie; Hisel-McCoy, Elza; Joshua Sloan 

(sloan@vika.com); Charles Crislip
Subject: RE: Auburn Avenue:  Site Plan No. 820190100; 120180210A

Hi Stacy, 

We reviewed your request for the condition to place the money in escrow, give it back after 5 years and potentially 
constructing a portion of the street.  We have never placed money in escrow for a payment; therefore, we will not 
accept payment into escrow. We believe that this will set a precedent for future projects.  In addition, I’m not sure how 
you would be meeting the master plan if the money were given back.  We are also will not recommend having you 
construct a portion of the shared street. It’s too complicated regarding actually construction and maintenance of it. 
Therefore, we recommend you contribute the money at $55,208.  The money will be placed in the Bethesda Streetscape 
improvement CIP.  We are expecting to start facility planning in fiscal year 2022 or earlier.  Below is our condition that 
we recommend: 

1. Norfolk Avenue Shared Street Implementation
The  Applicant  must participate  in   the  implementation   of   the  Norfolk  Avenue   shared   street   project   by
contributing  $55,208  to   the   Montgomery   County   Department   of   Transportation  (MCDOT)  for  future
implementation  prior to issuance of the first above grade building permit.

We believe that this condition will satisfiy the Master plan intent. 

Please let me know if you have any questions. 

Rebecca Torma | Manager, Development Review 
Director’s Office | Department of Transportation 
101 Monroe Street 
10th Floor 
Rockville MD 20850 
(240) 777‐2118 (direct)
(240) 777‐7170
Rebecca.torma@montgomerycountymd.gov

From: Silber, Stacy P. <spsilber@lerchearly.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, August 13, 2019 3:30 PM 
To: Folden, Matthew <matthew.folden@montgomeryplanning.org> 
Cc: Folden, Matthew <matthew.folden@montgomeryplanning.org>; Thomas, John B. 
<John.Thomas@montgomerycountymd.gov>; Torma, Rebecca <Rebecca.Torma‐Kim@montgomerycountymd.gov>; 
Dickel, Stephanie <Stephanie.Dickel@montgomeryplanning.org>; Hisel‐McCoy, Elza <elza.hisel‐
mccoy@montgomeryplanning.org>; Joshua Sloan (sloan@vika.com) <sloan@vika.com>; Charles Crislip 
<crislip@vika.com> 
Subject: Auburn Avenue: Site Plan No. 820190100; 120180210A 
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DPS-ROW CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL  July 19, 2019 
 

820190100 4915 Auburn Ave 
Contact: Sam Farhadi at 240 777-6333 

 
We have reviewed site and landscape plans files:  
 
“07-SITE-820190100-SP3.pdf V4” uploaded on/ dated “6/26/2019” and 
“08-LL-820190100-LP-1.00.pdf V3” uploaded on/ dated “6/26/2019” and 
 
The followings need to be addressed prior to the certification of site plan: 
 

1. Access points on public roads: 
a. Ensure safe truck turning movement for all (especially right turn) 

movements. 
b. Provide an updated sight distance analysis for the proposed access point. 

2. Need Bethesda Streetscaping along the site frontage and provide a note 
accordingly. Any deviation should be clearly specified for our review and 
approval.   

3. Provide public sidewalk: 
a. when outdoor seating café is proposed, minimum 6’ clear sidewalk is 

needed. If none is proposed, provide a note accordingly. 
b. Show the existing sidewalks and how they connect to the frontage 

sidewalk. 
4. Chokers need to meet DPS criteria.  
5. Along Norfolk Ave, where the existing driveway is removed another minor 

species street tree should be planted. 
 
And, the followings need to be conditions of the certified site plan: 
 

1. Please address MCDOT approval letter for the preliminary plan 120180210 dated 
October 10, 2018 Condition 6 under significant plan review comments: Norfolk 
Ave shared street improvements; estimated costs are: $387,600 for the short-term bike 
lanes, and $4,454,100 for the long-term shared street, both along a length of 1800’. 

2. Along Auburn Ave, where the proposed curb line shifts back to existing, ensure 
that the signing/marking plans show a smooth transition in the pavement 
markings between the ultimate section & the existing section. 

3. MCDOT- Commuter Services Section comment: prior to the issuance of any 
building permits by MCDPS, the applicant must execute a Traffic Mitigation 
Agreement with MCDOT and M-NCPPC. 
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