
September 27, 2019 

VIA EPLANS 

Tsaiquan Gatling 
Area 1 Environmental Reviewer 
Maryland-National Capital Park & Planning Commission 
8787 Georgia Ave 
Silver Spring, MD 20910 

RE: 4 BMC Noise Mitigation for Public Open Space 

On behalf of the Applicant, I am writing to request that noise mitigation not be required for any of the portion of the 

Public Open Space on the subject site’s property along Wisconsin Avenue, Old Georgetown Road, or other abutting 

roadways.  While the perimeter and street-facing open spaces may often be subject to 65 or more decibels, 

mitigation of these would be detrimental to public use and enjoyment of the space. 

Public Open Space is an integral part of the approved Sketch Plan and recommended as a critical element under the 

Bethesda Downtown Plan, both of which envision enlivening and improving connectivity to the plaza at the 

Bethesda Metro Station. 

Strict compliance with the guidelines to maintain 65 dBA throughout all Public Open Space would significantly 

compromise the design of the project’s open space and negatively impact the intent to provide an open, visible, and 

accessible public plaza.  Necessary changes would include site elements such as walls or fencing that would restrict 

visual and physical access.  Further, because the plaza provides spaces well away from the street, there are 

opportunities for use by those more sensitive to noise to relax in a quieter atmosphere.  To this end seating and 

amenities will be distributed throughout the property. 

I appreciate your consideration of this request and am happy to respond to any questions or concerns. 

Sincerely, 

Joshua C. Sloan, RLA, ASLA, AICP 
Director of Planning & Landscape Architecture 
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