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Requested Board Action 

Forward a list of comments to the Montgomery County Department of Transportation for consideration 
by the County Council and County Executive for inclusion in the 2020 Montgomery County 
Transportation Priorities Letter. 

Background 

The Montgomery County Department of Transportation (MCDOT) has prepared a draft letter for County 
Council and County Executive concurrence and execution. MCDOT is requesting comments from the 
Montgomery County Planning Board by December 20, 2019 to inform this process. The letter is 
expected by the Maryland Department of Transportation in April 2020. The draft letter is provided as 
Attachment A in this staff report. The letter has been formatted to address transportation priorities by 
mode, and the letter appears to be presented in priority order with Bus Rapid Transit and other transit 
needs discussed first, followed by pedestrian and bicycle needs, state highway (non-Interstate) needs, 
and finally Interstate needs.  

Staff Evaluation/Recommendations 
Planning staff is in general concurrence with the project priorities of the draft letter. It should be noted 
that most other Maryland Counties follow a different format providing priorities in numerical order. 
While the transportation needs of this County are more complex than most other Maryland counties, 
the lack of a priority ranking may make it difficult for MDOT to understand County priorities in the 
separate categories on a comparative basis, e.g., transit project #3 versus bike/ped project #1 or road 
project #1.  

Staff Recommendations are as follows:  

• Add a new Commuter Rail Expansion recommendation on page 3 as follows: 

#4  Shady Grove Station (Planning). The Shady Grove Sector Plan calls for the integration of new 
MARC stations into the MARC Rail network. We request that MTA advance study of the station. 
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• Insert a new State Highways recommendation on page 4 as follows: 

#3  16th Street (MD 390) Road Diet between Spring Street and MD 97 (Georgia Avenue) – 
Implement a road diet on 16th Street between Spring Street and MD 97 to provide two through 
lanes in each direction (one lane reduction in each direction), consistent with the Greater 
Lyttonsville Sector Plan and the Forest Glen Montgomery Hills Sector Plan. 

• Separate the State Highways recommendation for the MD 28 and MD 198 corridors (they are 
currently one MDOT project), as we anticipate that implementation will be conducted in phases 
as separate projects.  

• Table 1 below shows the State Highway Recommendations with recommendation #3 added as 
described above (shown in bold). In addition, planning staff is recommending changes in the 
priority order of several projects compared to MCDOT’s ranking.  The most significant changes 
are higher priorities from Planning for the MD 198 improvements and a lower priority from 
Planning for the US 29 Comprehensive Plan and the MD 97/ MD 28 interchange.  

Table 1 State Highway Project Needs – Recommended Changes 
 
State Highways Project Needs 

MCDOT 
Rank 

Planning 
Staff Rank 

MD 97 (Georgia Avenue) Forest Glen/Montgomery Hills Improvements 1 1 
MD 355 (Frederick Road) Improvements from MD 27 to Stringtown Road 2 2 
16th Street (MD 390) Road Diet between Spring Street and MD 97 (Georgia 
Avenue) 

- 3 

Accelerated Traffic Signal Modernization 3 4↓ 
MD 117 (Clopper Road) Improvements 4 5↓ 
MD 198 Improvements - Burtonsville from Old Columbia Pike to US Route 29 7 6↑ 
MD 28 Improvements (Norbeck Road) from MD 97 (Georgia Avenue) to MD 
200 

7 7 

US 29 Comprehensive Plan 6 8↓ 
MD 97 (Georgia Avenue) and MD 28 (Norbeck Road) Interchange 5 9↓ 

Note: Bold text denotes new recommended project. Arrows denote change in recommendation 
compared to MCDOT ranking. 

• Provide a numerical ranking of all transportation priorities in one table to accompany this draft 
letter. 

Attachments   
A. Draft 2020 Montgomery County Transportation Priorities Letter 
 














