
From: Andrew Kossow
To: Kronenberg, Robert
Cc: "Michael Miller (mmiller@gelman.com)"; Folden, Matthew
Subject: 7000 Wisconsin Avenue
Date: Monday, April 6, 2020 10:08:54 AM

Mr. Robert Kronenberg 
Deputy Director of Planning
Maryland National Capital Park & Planning
 
Re: 7000 Wisconsin Avenue
 
Dear Mr. Kronenburg,
 
As a neighboring property owner of 7025-7039 Strathmore St., across the alley from this project, we
have no objection to the application for 7000 Wisconsin Avenue by Woodfield Starr Partners LLC for
a multi-family building, provided it does not require any changes to the alley that would require
acquisition of any of our property for widening the alley now or in the future, or that would affect
the anticipated redevelopment of our property as provided for in the Bethesda Downtown Plan
including vehicular and truck entrance/exit as well as loading for our future development via the
alley. 
 
Sincerely yours,
 
Andrew Kossow
Kossow Management Corporation
1130 Taft St.
Rockville, MD 20850
T: 301-309-9500
F: 301-309-9503
C: 301-674-2600
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From: Folden, Matthew
To: Gerald Robin
Cc: Dickel, Stephanie; Hisel-McCoy, Elza
Subject: RE: 7000 Wisconsin Avenue
Date: Thursday, March 26, 2020 4:07:19 PM
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Hi Dr. Robin,
 
Thank you for your patience in waiting for my response to your email from yesterday. Wednesdays and
Thursdays at the Planning Department tend to be busy preparing for public hearings each week.
 
In response to your questions:
 

1. Are you saying 15.9 will go to 25 ft ?
As a result of the redevelopment of 7000 Wisconsin Avenue, the minimum clear alley width
will be increased along the site frontage to a minimum width of 25’. This clear width will
increase to a maximum of 30 feet along the site frontage.

 
2. How far back from the exit on woodmont  will 7000s vehicles enter the alley into a  already traffic

stream awaiting in a long line?
The proposed garage entrance to the 7000 Wisconsin Avenue project is located toward the
southern corner of the Site, as highlighted with the red circle, below. If you would like to see
a full size version of this image, please visit:
https://eplans.montgomeryplanning.org/UFS/31409/87478/07-SITE-820200090-
003.pdf/07-SITE-820200090-003.pdf_V2/07-SITE-820200090-003.pdf
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3. is there increase width of the alley?HOW?
In accordance with the MCDOT approval, the proposed building will be pulled back from the
alley public right-of-way a distance of 4.5 feet to provide additional width along the
northern corner of the building. This dimension is necessary due to a shift in the right-of-way
centerline that occurs along the middle of the Site frontage. 

 
4. Can the loading area accept 2 26 ft. delivery vans and turn around and handle,300 vans in year

with their stress loads please explain torque and weight damage to concrete?
In accordance with the MDOT approval, the applicant must reconstruct the full depth of the
public alley along the site frontage. This reconstruction will help accommodate the weight of
loading vehicles maneuvering into the loading space. Additionally, the development will be
subject to a loading management plan that will set forth specific measures to mitigate
impacts to the alley. Loading management plans set forth specific measures to limit
disruption from on-site loading and service activities within the public alley right-of-way,
including scheduled service and move-in/ move-out. The loading and access concept
proposed as part of the subject development has been reviewed and endorsed by staff at
the Department of Transportation and Department of Planning.

 
5. Will 2 vehicles be able to be able to both enter both ends andthe full length of the alley?How?

Vehicles will be able to access both ends of the alley in the same configuration that exists
today.

 
6. HOW does a dozen cars deal with a garbage truck trying to enter??? or a 25ft. delivery loaded

van?
Loading and service operations will be scheduled to occur at off peak times through the
project’s loading management plan.

 
7. HOW do our 98 vehicles # navigate and REASONABLY use alley?how?

Traffic analysis for new development in Montgomery County is subject to the Local Area
Transportation Review (LATR) Guidelines, which evaluates the “peak hour” impact of a
proposed development on adjacent roadways. For the purposes of this traffic analysis,  The
peak hour is the highest volume 60-minute period within the morning and evening peak



periods, which are defined as 6:30 AM – 9:30 AM and 4:00 PM – 7:00 PM, respectively.
Consistent with national traffic engineering practice, a percentage of the overall total
development is expected to travel during the peak period and it is the volume that travels
within that period that is evaluated.
 
Given the criteria described above, the 7000 Wisconsin Avenue project is anticipated to
generate fewer than 50 peak hour person trips and is therefore not required to submit a
transportation study.

 
8. Were vehicles timed during peak times exiting the alley on woodmont ave?and wisconsin ave??

date and results??
Vehicles were not timed existing the alley onto Woodmont Avenue and Wisconsin Avenue.

 
9. STRUCTURAL proposed alley changes.

In accordance with the MDOT approval, the applicant must reconstruct the full depth of the
public alley along the site frontage.
 

10. Will the cement isles and  signage be altered?
The cement isles and signage on Bradley Boulevard and Woodmont Avenue will not be
altered as part of the subject application.

 
11. Lastly,how does the alleys width COMPARE to the adjacent streets and aves?

Public roadways in Montgomery County are subject to an overall street hierarchy, set forth
in Chapter 49 of the County Code. This classification system ranges from the highest
classification (major highway) to the lowest classification (alley). As its name implies, the
alley is a public alley and meets the standards for that type of roadway. Within the vicinity,
both Wisconsin Avenue and Bradley Boulevard are major highways, Woodmont Avenue is
an arterial roadway, and Strathmore Street is a residential roadway. The Public alley along
the western property frontage is smaller than each of the streets described above due to its
classification. By definition, an alley is not intended for through access and is instead
intended for direct access to properties. As a result of the subject application, the 7000
Wisconsin Avenue project will reconstruct the full depth of the alley along its frontage. 

 
 Matthew Folden, AICP

Planner Coordinator
 
Montgomery County Planning Department
8787 Georgia Avenue, Silver Spring, MD 20910
matthew.folden@montgomeryplanning.org
o: 301.495.4539
 

               

 

 

 
 
From: Gerald Robin <dpmdr.gr@gmail.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, March 25, 2020 12:53 PM
To: Folden, Matthew <matthew.folden@montgomeryplanning.org>
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Subject: Re: 7000 Wisconsin Avenue
 
Matthew, please respond to my questions.  I need to be prepared for the April meeting of the Planning
Board.  Gerry Robin

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Gerald Robin <dpmdr.gr@gmail.com>
Date: Tue, Mar 24, 2020 at 6:38 PM
Subject: Re: 7000 Wisconsin Avenue
To: Folden, Matthew <matthew.folden@montgomeryplanning.org>SEND TO
Cc: Dickel, Stephanie <Stephanie.Dickel@montgomeryplanning.org>
 

Thank you. Are you saying 15.9 will go to 25 ft ?how far back from the exit on woodmont  will 7000s
vehicles enter the alley into a  already traffic stream awaiting in a long line?is there increase width  of the
alley?HOW? Can the loading area accept 2 26 ft. delivery vans and turn around and handle,300 vans in year
with their stress loads please explain torque and weight damage to concrete?Will 2 vehicles be able to be
able to both enter both ends andthe full length of the alley?How?HOW does a dozen cars deal with a
garbage truck trying to enter??? or a 25ft. delivery loaded van? HOW do our 98 vehicles # navigate and
REASONABLY use alley?how?Mathew,Were vehicles timed during peak times exiting the alley on
woodmont ave?and wisconsin ave??date and results??STRUCTURAL proposed alley changes.Will the
cement isles and  signage be altered?Lastly,how does the alleys width COMPARE to the adjacent streets
and aves? MANY ,MANY THANKS.GERALD ROBIN
 
On Tue, Mar 24, 2020 at 3:49 PM Folden, Matthew <matthew.folden@montgomeryplanning.org> wrote:

Dr. Robin,
 
Thank you for your email. In the future (built) condition, the alley along the 7000 Wisconsin Avenue
frontage will range between 25 feet and 30 feet in clear width, as measured from the building face. This
area is in excess of the minimum alley standard of 20 feet.
 
Please contact me with any additional questions.
 
 

 Matthew Folden, AICP
Planner Coordinator
 
Montgomery County Planning Department
8787 Georgia Avenue, Silver Spring, MD 20910
matthew.folden@montgomeryplanning.org
o: 301.495.4539
 

               

 

 

 
 
From: Gerald Robin <dpmdr.gr@gmail.com> 
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Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 9:53 AM
To: Folden, Matthew <matthew.folden@montgomeryplanning.org>
Subject: Re: 7000 Wisconsin Avenue
 
Dear MATT.PLEASE SEND ME REQUESTED MATERIAL.YOU HAVE BEEN TERRIFIC AND HELPFUL, BUT YOU
CAN SEE HOW MUCH I CARE ABOUT THIS ADVANCING MONOLITH.PLEASE.....GERRY ROBIN
 
On Fri, Mar 20, 2020 at 10:38 AM Folden, Matthew <matthew.folden@montgomeryplanning.org>
wrote:

Dr. Robin,
 
It was a pleasure speaking with you yesterday. As a follow-up to our discussion, I am providing links to
the final site plan, alley analysis, and MCDOT letter recommending approval of the project.
 

Site Plan: https://eplans.montgomeryplanning.org/UFS/31409/87478/07-SITE-820200090-
003.pdf/07-SITE-820200090-003.pdf_V2/07-SITE-820200090-003.pdf
 

Alley Analysis:
https://eplans.montgomeryplanning.org/UFS/31408/87471/07-PREL-120200090-101.pdf/07-

PREL-120200090-101.pdf
 

MCDOT Letter (attached)
 
You may sign-up online to testify at the hearing via the following link. Please note that the website is
not currently accepting registration for the April 23 hearing because it is several weeks out, however,
the site will be updated for that date as we get into April.
https://montgomeryplanningboard.org/meetings/signup-to-testify/sign-testify-form/
 
Please contact me with any questions.
 
Respectfully,
 

 Matthew Folden, AICP
Planner Coordinator
 
Montgomery County Planning Department
8787 Georgia Avenue, Silver Spring, MD 20910
matthew.folden@montgomeryplanning.org
o: 301.495.4539
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From: Folden, Matthew
To: Gerald Robin
Cc: Dickel, Stephanie
Subject: RE: 7000 Wisconsin Avenue
Date: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 3:48:00 PM
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Dr. Robin,

Thank you for your email. In the future (built) condition, the alley along the 7000 Wisconsin Avenue
frontage will range between 25 feet and 30 feet in clear width, as measured from the building face. This
area is in excess of the minimum alley standard of 20 feet.

Please contact me with any additional questions.

Matthew Folden, AICP
Planner Coordinator

Montgomery County Planning Department
8787 Georgia Avenue, Silver Spring, MD 20910
matthew.folden@montgomeryplanning.org
o: 301.495.4539

From: Gerald Robin <dpmdr.gr@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 9:53 AM
To: Folden, Matthew <matthew.folden@montgomeryplanning.org>
Subject: Re: 7000 Wisconsin Avenue

Dear MATT.PLEASE SEND ME REQUESTED MATERIAL.YOU HAVE BEEN TERRIFIC AND HELPFUL, BUT YOU
CAN SEE HOW MUCH I CARE ABOUT THIS ADVANCING MONOLITH.PLEASE.....GERRY ROBIN

On Fri, Mar 20, 2020 at 10:38 AM Folden, Matthew <matthew.folden@montgomeryplanning.org>
wrote:

Dr. Robin,

It was a pleasure speaking with you yesterday. As a follow-up to our discussion, I am providing links to
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the final site plan, alley analysis, and MCDOT letter recommending approval of the project.
 

Site Plan: https://eplans.montgomeryplanning.org/UFS/31409/87478/07-SITE-820200090-
003.pdf/07-SITE-820200090-003.pdf_V2/07-SITE-820200090-003.pdf
 

Alley Analysis:
https://eplans.montgomeryplanning.org/UFS/31408/87471/07-PREL-120200090-101.pdf/07-

PREL-120200090-101.pdf
 

MCDOT Letter (attached)
 
You may sign-up online to testify at the hearing via the following link. Please note that the website is
not currently accepting registration for the April 23 hearing because it is several weeks out, however,
the site will be updated for that date as we get into April.
https://montgomeryplanningboard.org/meetings/signup-to-testify/sign-testify-form/
 
Please contact me with any questions.
 
Respectfully,
 

 Matthew Folden, AICP
Planner Coordinator
 
Montgomery County Planning Department
8787 Georgia Avenue, Silver Spring, MD 20910
matthew.folden@montgomeryplanning.org
o: 301.495.4539
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From: Gerald Robin
To: Folden, Matthew
Cc: Steven Seelig; Shayna Skolnik; Dickel, Stephanie
Subject: Re: 7000 Wisconsin Avenue
Date: Friday, February 21, 2020 10:33:44 AM
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Thank you for the information. 

On Thu, Feb 20, 2020 at 12:39 PM Folden, Matthew
<matthew.folden@montgomeryplanning.org> wrote:

Dr. Robin,

I am following-up on your voicemail requesting that I forward to you, Mr. Seelig, and Ms.
Skolnik, a complete Montgomery County Department of Transportation (MCDOT) review
package for the subject development application. For your reference, no such document exists
because the development application is currently under review and we are awaiting formal
recommendations from the public agencies responsible for the review of the project.

At this time, the only endorsement of the project’s use of the alley I have from MCDOT is the
attached letter, dated October 17, 2019. This letter contains specific recommendations,
beginning at the bottom of page 2, that must be completed prior to MCDOT’s approval of the
preliminary plan.

Please contact me if you have any additional questions.

Matthew Folden, AICP

Planner Coordinator

Montgomery County Planning Department

8787 Georgia Avenue, Silver Spring, MD 20910

matthew.folden@montgomeryplanning.org

o: 301.495.4539
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From: Folden, Matthew
To: Gerald Robin
Cc: Dickel, Stephanie
Subject: RE: 7000 Wisconsin Application Materials
Date: Tuesday, January 7, 2020 11:51:00 AM
Attachments: image007.png
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Hi Dr. Robin,
 
I am happy to speak with you at your convenience. Since we have had a difficult time connecting over
the holiday season, perhaps you could identify some dates and times that work with your schedule for us
to set up a phone call?
 
Stephanie and I have left several phone messages for you. Have you received them?
 
I am available to speak with any of the Adagio residents who would like to discuss the project or their
concerns about the alley operations.
 
Could you send me the email or phone number of Condo President Steve Seelig? I have not heard from
him but would like to reach out to discuss his concerns.
 
Kind Regards,
 
Matt
 
 

 Matthew Folden, AICP
Planner Coordinator
 
Montgomery County Planning Department
8787 Georgia Avenue, Silver Spring, MD 20910
matthew.folden@montgomeryplanning.org
o: 301.495.4539
 

               

 

 

 
 
From: Gerald Robin <dpmdr.gr@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, January 7, 2020 11:04 AM
To: Folden, Matthew <matthew.folden@montgomeryplanning.org>
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Subject: Re: 7000 Wisconsin Application Materials
 
dear Mathew, thanks for your email,but your voice,once in a while would be appreciated,also.Adagio
residents will truly value your speaking to them.I will ask our   president,steve seelig to contact you for a
convenient time.Also,can we discuss testing of traffic trying to exit alley during peak times?A heathy new
year to you,     Gerald Robin
 
On Tue, Jan 7, 2020 at 8:42 AM Folden, Matthew <matthew.folden@montgomeryplanning.org> wrote:

Dr. Robin,
 
This email is to let you know that the development application for 7000 Wisconsin has been accepted
by the Planning Department for review. Application materials may be viewed on the Planning
Department’s Development Applications Information Center (DAIC) website at:
https://montgomeryplanning.org/development/.
 

The Preliminary Plan application materials may be accessed at:
https://www.mcatlas.org/daic8/Default.aspx?apno=120200090

 

The Site Plan application materials may be accessed at:
https://www.mcatlas.org/daic8/Default.aspx?apno=820200090

 
For your reference, the Preliminary Plan facilitates the subdivision of land and evaluation of the
development through the County’s adequate public facilities ordinance while the Site Plan evaluates
the development at a detailed phase, including: architecture, engineering, and landscaping.
 
As per our previous discussions, I am available to discuss this project further at your convenience.
 
Regards,
 

 Matthew Folden
Planner Coordinator
 
Montgomery County Planning Department
8787 Georgia Avenue, Silver Spring, MD 20910
matthew.folden@montgomeryplanning.org
o: 301.495.4539
 

               

 

 

 
 
 

mailto:matthew.folden@montgomeryplanning.org
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmontgomeryplanning.org%2Fdevelopment%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cmatthew.folden%40montgomeryplanning.org%7C7b007ba467aa4e2ffaac08d7938b456a%7Ca9061e0c24ca4c1cbeff039bb8c05816%7C0%7C0%7C637140098691225512&sdata=q3SWR%2BVj2XspEKRz4iryMYOqXEw9V1ieEP0%2FYBbjuxc%3D&reserved=0
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mcatlas.org%2Fdaic8%2FDefault.aspx%3Fapno%3D120200090&data=02%7C01%7Cmatthew.folden%40montgomeryplanning.org%7C7b007ba467aa4e2ffaac08d7938b456a%7Ca9061e0c24ca4c1cbeff039bb8c05816%7C0%7C0%7C637140098691235511&sdata=F6wZQ36d2INY2wdJrRX5naacEIq8zTPLIfG%2BU0Is%2BaA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mcatlas.org%2Fdaic8%2FDefault.aspx%3Fapno%3D820200090&data=02%7C01%7Cmatthew.folden%40montgomeryplanning.org%7C7b007ba467aa4e2ffaac08d7938b456a%7Ca9061e0c24ca4c1cbeff039bb8c05816%7C0%7C0%7C637140098691235511&sdata=WQOHh1b3qppuqsz8hzttAM6kYSNNWJj%2B6w0vqq41reY%3D&reserved=0
mailto:matthew.folden@montgomeryplanning.org
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fmontgomeryplanning&data=02%7C01%7Cmatthew.folden%40montgomeryplanning.org%7C7b007ba467aa4e2ffaac08d7938b456a%7Ca9061e0c24ca4c1cbeff039bb8c05816%7C0%7C0%7C637140098691245506&sdata=ugq2xlYMPcIUpDADqrDH90e1RGyR5itb28eFg9NJPPA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2Fmontgomeryplans&data=02%7C01%7Cmatthew.folden%40montgomeryplanning.org%7C7b007ba467aa4e2ffaac08d7938b456a%7Ca9061e0c24ca4c1cbeff039bb8c05816%7C0%7C0%7C637140098691245506&sdata=Lv7QQBDabgvWHNDBSwow%2BtfnpdNLDHB7AB9wFagRKi0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fuser%2Fmontgomeryplanning&data=02%7C01%7Cmatthew.folden%40montgomeryplanning.org%7C7b007ba467aa4e2ffaac08d7938b456a%7Ca9061e0c24ca4c1cbeff039bb8c05816%7C0%7C0%7C637140098691255501&sdata=%2FQMiyb6L34T6R5BPoi7snWf2QGkjzZ5qpE7OAqMMO00%3D&reserved=0
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.montgomeryplanning.org%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cmatthew.folden%40montgomeryplanning.org%7C7b007ba467aa4e2ffaac08d7938b456a%7Ca9061e0c24ca4c1cbeff039bb8c05816%7C0%7C0%7C637140098691265490&sdata=fdkighDmubJggL2OG6Ffw84Zawnseke%2BWbUAVkInvb0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmontgomeryplanning.org%2Fplanning%2Fmaster-plan-list%2Fgeneral-plans%2Fthrive-montgomery-2050%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cmatthew.folden%40montgomeryplanning.org%7C7b007ba467aa4e2ffaac08d7938b456a%7Ca9061e0c24ca4c1cbeff039bb8c05816%7C0%7C0%7C637140098691265490&sdata=mkhuqE211UPPPcCHmMDS8i9tIqWeoBQKa7qLF2UsLY8%3D&reserved=0


From: Gerald Robin
To: Folden, Matthew
Subject: 7000 Wisconsin ave
Date: Tuesday, December 17, 2019 8:56:06 PM

verDear MATTHEW,apologize for any disruptive language on my part.we were on the road for 5
days.However,I truly believe this is a lot of uns,,unrealistic,unfair,unsustainable and most
important,UNTESTED.Please don’t make me untruthful as I said you would be speaking?Your
impassioned communicator…I am forwarding your letter to STEVE SEELIG,our adagio pres, for
followup.My best to you and Stephanie for a great holiday season .GERRY ROBIN
 
Sent from Mail for Windows 10
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From: Folden, Matthew
To: dpmdr.gr@gmail.com
Cc: Dickel, Stephanie
Subject: 7000 Wisconsin Avenue
Date: Wednesday, December 11, 2019 10:14:00 AM

Dr. Robin,
 
It was a pleasure speaking with you earlier this week about the review process for development applications in Montgomery County
and your specific concerns about the forthcoming Preliminary Plan and Site Plan applications for 7000 Wisconsin Avenue.
 
As discussed on the phone, the application for 7000 Wisconsin has not been accepted for review. As a result, I have not received the
supplemental analyses I requested to support primary vehicular access on the public alley. I would like to defer meeting with your
Board and neighbors until I have had a chance to review the Applicant’s proposal. For your reference, the Applicant presented to the
Design Advisory Panel last month and was directed to revise the building design per the Panel’s recommendations.  The Applicant will
also need to present to the Panel again in January. 
 
Staff will schedule a public hearing within 120 days of the application acceptance date. During the 120-day review period, staff and
members of the public will provide comments on the plans and the applicant will revise and resubmit their proposal. At the conclusion
of the 120-day review period, staff will prepare a staff report with recommendations to the Planning Board. There are many
opportunities for public comments during the 120-day review period.
 
In response to your request about the review process, I am providing review criteria for both Preliminary Plans and Site Plans
Additionally, I am providing a link to the staff report for the recently adopted Sketch Plan application:
https://montgomeryplanningboard.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/320190090-7000-Wisconsin-staff-report-final.pdf
 

a. Preliminary Plan
Local Area Transportation Review (LATR):

https://montgomeryplanning.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/LATR-Guidelines-Production-Final_122017-PRODUCTION-
WEB.pdf
 

Subdivision Regulations:
https://montgomeryplanning.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/Adopted-Chapter-50.pdf
 

2017 Bethesda Downtown Sector Plan:
https://www.montgomeryplanning.org/community/bethesda_downtown/documents/BDPStaffDraft_051415_FINAL_sm.pdf
 

2017 Bethesda Downtown Design Guidelines:
https://montgomeryplanning.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/BDP-Urban-Design-Guidelines_Approved-July-2017_sm-
1.pdf
 

b. Site Plan
Zoning Ordinance (Section 59.7.3.4.E., “Necessary Findings”):

1.   When reviewing an application, the approval findings apply only to the site covered by the application.
2.   To approve a site plan, the Planning Board must find that the proposed development:

a.   satisfies any previous approval that applies to the site;

b.   satisfies under Section 7.7.1.B.5 the binding elements of any development plan or schematic development plan in
effect on October 29, 2014;

c.   satisfies under Section 7.7.1.B.5 any green area requirement in effect on October 29, 2014 for a property where
the zoning classification on October 29, 2014 was the result of a Local Map Amendment;

d.   satisfies applicable use standards, development standards, and general requirements under this Chapter;

e.   satisfies the applicable requirements of:

i.   Chapter 19, Erosion, Sediment Control, and Stormwater Management; and

ii.   Chapter 22A, Forest Conservation.

f.   provides safe, well-integrated parking, circulation patterns, building massing and, where required, open spaces
and site amenities;
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g.   substantially conforms with the recommendations of the applicable master plan and any guidelines approved by
the Planning Board that implement the applicable plan;

h.   will be served by adequate public services and facilities including schools, police and fire protection, water,
sanitary sewer, public roads, storm drainage, and other public facilities. If an approved adequate public facilities test
is currently valid and the impact of the development is equal to or less than what was approved, a new adequate
public facilities test is not required. If an adequate public facilities test is required the Planning Board must find that
the proposed development will be served by adequate public services and facilities, including schools, police and fire
protection, water, sanitary sewer, public roads, and storm drainage;

i.   on a property in a Rural Residential or Residential zone, is compatible with the character of the residential
neighborhood; and

j.   on a property in all other zones, is compatible with existing and approved or pending adjacent development.

3.   To approve a site plan for a Restaurant with a Drive-Thru, the Planning Board must also find that a need exists for the
proposed use due to an insufficient number of similar uses presently serving existing population concentrations in the
County, and the uses at the location proposed will not result in a multiplicity or saturation of similar uses in the same
general neighborhood.

4.   For a property zoned C-1 or C-2 on October 29, 2014 that has not been rezoned by Sectional Map Amendment or
Local Map Amendment after October 30, 2014, if the proposed development includes less gross floor area for
Retail/Service Establishment uses than the existing development, the Planning Board must consider if the decrease in
gross floor area will have an adverse impact on the surrounding area.

Respectfully,
 
Matthew Folden, AICP | Planner Coordinator
Montgomery County Planning Department | Planning Area 1
8787 Georgia Avenue | Silver Spring, MD 20910
301.495.4539 | matthew.folden@montgomeryplanning.org
 
 

mailto:matthew.folden@montgomeryplanning.org
























































From: Steven Seelig
To: Dickel, Stephanie
Cc: Folden, Matthew; Hisel-McCoy, Elza
Subject: Re: 7000 Wisconsin Avenue
Date: Tuesday, February 11, 2020 1:05:41 PM
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image014.png
image015.png
image016.png
image017.png
image018.png
image019.png
image020.png
image021.png
image022.png
image023.png
image024.png

Hi Stephanie,

I will try to set up the meeting  for Wed. Feb. 26 at 4:30 here at the Adagio. I will let you know if I
get any negative pushback.
Regards,
Steven Seelig

On Mon, Feb 10, 2020 at 1:23 PM Dickel, Stephanie
<Stephanie.Dickel@montgomeryplanning.org> wrote:

Steven,

Thank you for getting back to us.  Given our schedules, a small group meeting in the 4:30-5:30pm
timeframe would work best for us.  Would Wednesday, February 26 or Thursday, February 27
work for your group?  We look forward to hearing back from you.  Thank you.

 

 Stephanie Marsnick Dickel

Regulatory Supervisor, Area 1

 

Montgomery County Planning Department

8787 Georgia Avenue, Silver Spring, MD
20910

Stephanie.Dickel@montgomeryplanning.org

301.495.4527
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From: Steven Seelig <sseelig44@gmail.com> 
Sent: Monday, February 10, 2020 10:45 AM
To: Dickel, Stephanie <Stephanie.Dickel@montgomeryplanning.org>; Folden, Matthew
<matthew.folden@montgomeryplanning.org>
Subject: Re: 7000 Wisconsin Avenue

 

Hi Stephanie,

 

I apologize for the delay in responding to your email. Since many of our residents and owners
work, an evening meeting would be preferable for us. Perhaps to accommodate you we could start
the meeting at 6:30. If this is not possible, I could arrange for a small group to meet at 4:30. In
terms of dates, I suggest  any day on Tuesday thru Thursday either next week or the week after.

 

As you probably know the major concern is the alley, given that at best there is only one lane
available in the section closest to Woodmont and frequently that is blocked.

 

I look forward to hearing back from you as to what dates and hours work best. Thank you for your
cooperation.

 

Regards,

Steven Seelig

 

 

 

On Mon, Feb 3, 2020 at 2:42 PM Dickel, Stephanie
<Stephanie.Dickel@montgomeryplanning.org> wrote:

Steve,

Thank you for reaching out to us in regards to the 7000 Wisconsin Avenue project.  Matt
Folden, the lead reviewer for this project, will be out for a couple of days, but we wanted to get
back to you.  Planning staff would be happy to meet with you to discuss the applications, our
process and to listen to concerns.  The applications are still in review and have a tentative
Planning Board date of April 23, 2020.  If you could provide us with some dates that may work
for your group (within the next 2-3 weeks), we can check our calendars as well.  From our end,
meeting in the 4-6pm timeframe would be best.  Thank you again and look forward to hearing
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from you soon.

 

 

 Stephanie Marsnick Dickel

Regulatory Supervisor, Area 1

 

Montgomery County Planning Department

8787 Georgia Avenue, Silver Spring, MD
20910

Stephanie.Dickel@montgomeryplanning.org

301.495.4527

 

               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From: Steven Seelig <sseelig44@gmail.com> 
Sent: Friday, January 31, 2020 12:26 PM
To: Folden, Matthew <matthew.folden@montgomeryplanning.org>
Cc: Gerald Robin <dpmdr.gr@gmail.com>; sskolnik@navteca.com; Bortz Lois
<lbortz55@yahoo.com>
Subject: 7000 Wisconsin Avenue

 

Hi Mr. Folden,

 

I am writing as President of the Council of Unit Owners of the Adagio Condominium that is on

mailto:Stephanie.Dickel@montgomeryplanning.org
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fmontgomeryplanning&data=02%7C01%7Cmatthew.folden%40montgomeryplanning.org%7Ca463c1f63357482ba8ac08d7af1cffe7%7Ca9061e0c24ca4c1cbeff039bb8c05816%7C0%7C0%7C637170411403926106&sdata=iIQF0MdfvhuJTUYaK4uoKDDtcqRhUbEn2z8dsqh4Kxs%3D&reserved=0
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2Fmontgomeryplans&data=02%7C01%7Cmatthew.folden%40montgomeryplanning.org%7Ca463c1f63357482ba8ac08d7af1cffe7%7Ca9061e0c24ca4c1cbeff039bb8c05816%7C0%7C0%7C637170411403926106&sdata=IzjC%2FjssQ0uksQE08NVZX0BF3jOuGVBjRlsTk%2FvyxeA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fuser%2Fmontgomeryplanning&data=02%7C01%7Cmatthew.folden%40montgomeryplanning.org%7Ca463c1f63357482ba8ac08d7af1cffe7%7Ca9061e0c24ca4c1cbeff039bb8c05816%7C0%7C0%7C637170411403936062&sdata=LWLs%2FifNodRtcBH6lrmddlEnbL%2Fc5qeV38%2BFyfVhFvQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.montgomeryplanning.org%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cmatthew.folden%40montgomeryplanning.org%7Ca463c1f63357482ba8ac08d7af1cffe7%7Ca9061e0c24ca4c1cbeff039bb8c05816%7C0%7C0%7C637170411403936062&sdata=DSwyjW2iC%2FmVxuKfjefOk0TzHYrCEpUYOIyEONQETas%3D&reserved=0
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmontgomeryplanning.org%2Fplanning%2Fmaster-plan-list%2Fgeneral-plans%2Fthrive-montgomery-2050%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cmatthew.folden%40montgomeryplanning.org%7Ca463c1f63357482ba8ac08d7af1cffe7%7Ca9061e0c24ca4c1cbeff039bb8c05816%7C0%7C0%7C637170411403946009&sdata=SaEhl6iVUV2ivNWIDsBzfPiVzo2PA6ucuGLgQvVQYm8%3D&reserved=0
mailto:sseelig44@gmail.com
mailto:matthew.folden@montgomeryplanning.org
mailto:dpmdr.gr@gmail.com
mailto:sskolnik@navteca.com
mailto:lbortz55@yahoo.com


the same block as the proposed building at 7000 Wisconsin Avenue. I testified on behalf of our
building at the hearing on the preliminary site plan.

 

Many of the owners in our building are concerned over the impact of the building and the
proposed size of the garage on traffic in the alley that we share with other retail, office, and
residential structures. Given the lack of parking enforcement in the alley it is only wide enough
for one-way traffic and backs up at wither end during rush hours as is.

 

I know that several of our owners have reached out to you with their concerns. However, if the
next hearings will not be held before the end of February, it might be beneficial for you to meet
with out owners to hear their concerns and explain the planning approval process to them. Such
a meeting would be optimal in the early evening, if that is possible.

 

Please feel free to call me at 201-768-3541 to discuss this invitation. I look forward to hearing
from you.

 

Regards,

Steven Seelig



From: Folden, Matthew
To: Shayna Skolnik
Cc: Mencarini, Katherine; Dickel, Stephanie; Torma, Rebecca
Subject: RE: Follow-up regarding development concerns
Date: Friday, January 10, 2020 4:29:26 PM
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Hi Shayna,
 
All formal comments sent to the Planning Board Chairman, Mr. Casey Anderson, at mcp-chair@mncppc-
mc.org are entered into the public record and considered by the Commissioners before they take action
on any development application. I recommend that anyone who would like to voice an opinion or
concern provide their comments in writing to the Chairman at that address.
 
In addition to submitting written testimony, there will be a public hearing at the end of the review
process during which you and your neighbors may speak directly to the Planning Board members. The
date and time of the hearing will be scheduled closer to the hearing date.
 
The access and circulation proposal is currently under review by staff at Park and Planning, MCDOT, the
Department of Permitting Services, and the Maryland State Highway Administration. Each of these
agencies will make technical comments based on this submittal and will ultimately make a
recommendation as to whether the Planning Board should approve or deny the application.
 
I am available if you or any of your neighbors would like to discuss further.
 
Regards,
 
Matt
 

 Matthew Folden, AICP
Planner Coordinator
 
Montgomery County Planning Department
8787 Georgia Avenue, Silver Spring, MD 20910
matthew.folden@montgomeryplanning.org
o: 301.495.4539
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From: Shayna Skolnik <sskolnik@navteca.com> 
Sent: Thursday, January 9, 2020 4:34 PM
To: Folden, Matthew <matthew.folden@montgomeryplanning.org>
Cc: Mencarini, Katherine <katherine.mencarini@montgomeryplanning.org>; Dickel, Stephanie
<Stephanie.Dickel@montgomeryplanning.org>; Torma, Rebecca <Rebecca.Torma-
Kim@montgomerycountymd.gov>
Subject: Re: Follow-up regarding development concerns
 
Thanks, Matt. After quickly reviewing the submitted plans, it seems like this is the worst-case scenario
that the Adagio residents are worried about: a 12-story building with all vehicle access in the alley. Do
you have any other recommendations for how the residents can voice their concerns? The PowerPoint I
sent incorporated feedback from other residents, so it is not just my concern. Should they send
separate correspondence (is volume of concerns taken into account)? Beyond this going into the record,
are there other steps we can take? This block is already under terrible strain and when I bought my unit
last spring, I had no idea how complicated it was to get in and out of the garage....
 
Thanks,
Shayna

Shayna Skolnik |  Navteca

C: 240.643.4424  |  O: 202.505.1553  |  www.navteca.com   |  @Navteca   |  @ShaynaSkolnik

 
 
On Thu, Jan 9, 2020 at 12:07 PM Folden, Matthew <matthew.folden@montgomeryplanning.org> wrote:

Hi Shayna,
 
Thank you for providing these photos and raising your concerns about the alley operations under the
existing conditions. By copy of this e-mail, I am forwarding this information to our transportation
planner, Katie Mencarini, and MCDOT reviewer, Rebecca Torma, for their reference. I will also forward
your email to our Planning Board commissioners for inclusion in the public record as part of a
subsequent email.
 
For your reference, the development application for 7000 Wisconsin has been accepted by the
Planning Department for review. Application materials may be viewed on the Planning Department’s
Development Applications Information Center (DAIC) website at:
https://montgomeryplanning.org/development/.
 

The Preliminary Plan application materials may be accessed at:
https://www.mcatlas.org/daic8/Default.aspx?apno=120200090

 

The Site Plan application materials may be accessed at:
https://www.mcatlas.org/daic8/Default.aspx?apno=820200090
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Under the County’s development review process, the Preliminary Plan facilitates the subdivision of
land and evaluation of the development through the County’s adequate public facilities ordinance
while the Site Plan evaluates the development at a detailed phase, including: architecture,
engineering, and landscaping.
 
Please let me know if you would like to discuss further.
 
Regards,
 
Matt
 

 Matthew Folden, AICP
Planner Coordinator
 
Montgomery County Planning Department
8787 Georgia Avenue, Silver Spring, MD 20910
matthew.folden@montgomeryplanning.org
o: 301.495.4539
 

               

 

 

 
 
From: Shayna Skolnik <sskolnik@navteca.com> 
Sent: Thursday, January 9, 2020 12:00 AM
To: Folden, Matthew <matthew.folden@montgomeryplanning.org>
Subject: Follow-up regarding development concerns
 
Hi Matt,
 
We spoke on the phone a few weeks ago regarding concerns that the Adagio residents have about a
proposed building at 7000 Wisconsin Ave. Please see the attached document that outlines our
concerns with photo illustrations. Please let me know if there is anyone else that I should send it to. I
hope that you and others will carefully consider our distress regarding access and safety. We would be
happy to schedule a time to come and visit our building to fully understand the challenges that exist
on this block and how the proposed development could severely affect an already-broken situation. 
 
Best regards,

Shayna Skolnik 

C: 240.643.4424  
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Concerns about Proposed 
Development 

Alley (unnamed street) parallel to Wisconsin Ave 
is insufficient for ingress and egress of the 

proposed 200-unit building



Insufficient vehicle access in the alley/street 
The proposed development 
would add 100+ parking spaces; 
the proposed new building’s 
garage access and increased 
vehicular traffic would 
completely block access to the 
already strained alley/street. 

PROPOSED entrance to new building is in a narrow alley



The resident garage access for 6820 
Wisconsin Ave is already in a 
narrow, constricted alley area that 
does not allow for two-way traffic. No 
vehicle can turn into the alley to 
access the residential parking 
entrance if a vehicle is waiting to turn 
right on Bradley. The proposed 
building would add a significant 
volume of cars and trucks which will 
periodically block entry and exit to 
our garage.

6820 residential 
garage entrance

Trash truck 
BLOCKING 
narrow entry

Bradley Blvd 



Adding a 200-unit building has the potential to complete choke all access points 
due to increased residential traffic (200 cars), moving vans, utility trucks, etc.

One lane

Parked carParked 
moving truck

One lane

Leaf truck 
blocking flow

Parked car



The alley/street is already unpassable when a garbage truck or large vehicle is 
present. It is not a true two-way artery. Moving trucks and utility vehicles are 
already a struggle, at all hours. How will a large moving van maneuver?

Trash truck 
BLOCKING 
narrow alley

Trucks ALREADY 
have difficulty 
maneuvering under 
current conditions



Dumpsters, utility poles,  
and parked vehicles 
make a narrow 
passageway even more 
treacherous 



The alley is often blocked 
throughout the day and 
evening; additional large scale 
development will have huge 
impact on an already-choked 
access area



The alley/street is already gridlocked

7000 Wis
Parked cars

One lane… blocked...



The streets surrounding our block are already choked with traffic 
It often takes 3-4 light cycles to travel ONE block. Because there is “no turn on red” from Wisconsin Ave 
onto Bradley Blvd, cars turning right must also contend with pedestrians crossing during the green light, 
leading to only a few vehicles being able to turn right during any given traffic light cycle 



Pedestrian crossing is routinely dangerous and intersections 
are already overcrowded and unsafe



Because of the congestion on 
Wisconsin, Bradley, and 
Woodmont, vehicles often cut 
through the alley. 

Wisconsin Avenue, Woodmont, 
Ave, and Bradley Blvd traffic flow 
and congestion is worsening the 
alley/street, which is already 
insufficient and unsafe. 



We need:

“Right-sized” development for the lot that takes into account already-bad traffic 
conditions and vehicle access to existing buildings and garages. 

New development that is properly sized and realistic to traffic restrictions; unless the 
alley is widened we do not see how the alley can accommodate the proposed 
development plan.  

We are not against development. However, development must take into account the 
existing infrastructure which is quite restrictive and already causing not only 
inconvenience, but safety hazards, especially for pedestrians. 

It is imperative that any decision on a project on this block takes into account how 
many more cars and trucks the alley can handle.

We have no other way to get home or to work.



 

 

November 6, 2019 

 

Members of the Design Advisory Panel (DAP) 

c/o Emily Balmer 

Montgomery County Planning Department 

8787 Georgia Ave. 

Silver Spring, MD 20910 
 

 

RE: Concerns related to 7000 Wisconsin Avenue 

 

Dear Mr. Du Puy, Mr. Dove, Mr. Henderer, Mr. Orogona, Ms. Yu, and Mr. Mortensen: 

 

The Coalition of Bethesda Area Residents (CBAR) wishes to express concerns about the 

proposed plan for redevelopment at 7000 Wisconsin Avenue, specifically regarding its 

impact on the County-owned alley that abuts the site. We believe that as currently 

envisioned the proposed use of the alley does not adequately address circulation, 

loading, and safety issues now or in the future for residents, businesses, and other 

users. 

 

The County-owned alley: 

● Runs from Woodmont Avenue to Bradley Boulevard between Wisconsin Avenue 

and Strathmore Street. 

● Is no more than 20’ wide and in some places only 15’ owing to utility poles. 

● Is two-way. 

● Contains two ad hoc pedestrian through-block connections that require walking 

in part of the alley. 

● Contains no safety zone for pedestrians. 
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CBAR comments on 7000 Wisconsin Avenue 
 

 

● Contains back entrances and garages for garden apartment residences and 

commercial properties on both sides, including the multi-unit Adagio. 

● Is used as a cut-through by traffic heading south. 

 

All of these characteristics make the alley difficult for vehicles to navigate and unsafe for 

pedestrians, especially as vehicular traffic increases. 

 

The proposal for redevelopment at 7000 Wisconsin Avenue: 

● Uses the alley for access to its residential garage, with approximately 120 

vehicles, but does not adequately address the impact of these added vehicles on 

the alley as a whole. 

● Adds 50 vehicles in a single morning rush hour and 40 in a single afternoon rush 

hour to alley traffic, according to the applicant’s study, but does not directly 

address backups resulting from traffic on Woodmont impeding exits from the 

alley. 

● Uses the alley for delivery access, including moving vans. The applicant proposes 

limiting delivery vehicles to no more than 30’ in length, with the onus on tenants 

to ensure this standard is followed. The applicant has said they will accept a 

binding load management plan but this does not address the potential effect on 

traffic and safety generally the alley, and in any case must have strong 

enforcement elements. 

● Reportedly includes voluntary compliance with public right-of-way requirements 

by Washington Properties, which owns the property directly north, but not with 

any other property owners on either side of the alley. 

● Contains no provision for pedestrian safety zones in the current ad hoc 

connector or future designed connector that is part of the property, or along the 

alley. 
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CBAR comments on 7000 Wisconsin Avenue 
 

 

This alley is not the only County-owned alley in Bethesda; there are others on the east 

side of Wisconsin near East Bethesda and the Town of Chevy Chase. But this is the first 

property proposed for redevelopment with these traffic and safety issues, which may 

result in precedent-setting decisions by the DAP and ultimately by the Planning Board. 

 

Therefore, CBAR believes that the DAP and Planning Board must actively address these 

challenges. We offer several suggestions. 

 

1. Revise the Bethesda Downtown Plan Design Guidelines to require all properties 

along both sides of public alleys to set back 5-10 feet from the building line when 

redeveloping to accommodate increased use of the alley by vehicles (including 

trucks), pedestrians, and cyclists, perhaps with designated lanes for each and 

with designated safe space for pedestrians.  This is especially necessary when 

through-block connectors bisect alleys. 

 

2. Significantly reduce or eliminate garage spaces in this and future development 

when a redeveloping property requires vehicular access from a public alley and 

is with a half-mile of public transit (Red and Purple lines, BRT). This would 

support the NADMS goals of the Downtown Bethesda Plan. This property is 

within a quarter mile of multiple public and private garages that offer monthly 

parking, with more garage spaces coming. 

 

3. Develop a block-wide load management plan prior to approving any 

redevelopment.  The 7000 Wisconsin applicant has mentioned creating a “Road 

Club” of property owners to address issues in the alley. Any such agreement 

should be a binding part of the site plan. 

 

You may be aware of other ways to address this issue. We ask that all options to better 

handle traffic and safety in the alley be considered.  
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CBAR comments on 7000 Wisconsin Avenue 
 

 

 

As the Bethesda Downtown Master Plan is implemented, we have become increasingly 

aware of traffic congestion and safety problems within downtown Bethesda. Many of 

these problems—including poorly designed loading docks—will continue and even grow 

as construction is completed and residents and employees move in, undercutting the 

sector plan’s vision of a vibrant, attractive place to live and work. We are sympathetic to 

the challenges of this site but believe that its design must better address the constraints 

presented by the alley, and the resulting safety and traffic issues. 

 

Thank you for your consideration. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Mary Flynn, President 

Coalition of Bethesda Area Residents (CBAR) 

 

CC: 

Casey Anderson 

Gwen Wright 

Elza Hisel-McCoy 

Leslye Howerton 

Stephanie Dickel 

Councilmember Andrew Friedson 

Claire Iseli 

Chris Conklin 

Tim Eden 

Todd Jacobus 

Robert Dalrymple 

 
 

4 of 4 November 6, 2019 
 


	0_7000 Wisconsin letter of support WPC
	1_7000-Wisconsin_GRobin-AccessConcerns email
	2_RE_ 7000 Wisconsin Avenue-2
	4_Re_ 7000 Wisconsin Avenue
	5 Robin
	6 Robin
	7 Robin
	8_7000-Wisconsin_GRobin-AccessConcerns
	GRobin
	GRobin-AccessConcerns

	9Seelig-Adagio Re_ 7000 Wisconsin Avenue
	10Shayna
	11shayna2
	20191106 - 7000 Wisconsin CBAR

