



































Montgomery County Planning Board May 18, 2017

7. Grosvenor-Strathmore Metro Area Minor Master Plan --- Presentation of the
Working Draft Plan.

Staff Recommendation: Review the Working Draft Plan and Approve it as the Public Hearing
Draft, and Set the Public Hearing Date

BOARD ACTION
Motion: FANI-GONZALEZ/CICHY
Vote:
Yea: 4-0
Nay:
Other: WELLS-HARLEY ABSENT
Action: Received briefing and approved the Grosvenor-Strathmore Metro Area

Minor Master Plan Working Draft and set the Public Hearing for June 29, 2017.

Planning Department staff offered a multi-media presentation and discussed the
Grosvenor-Strathmore Metro Area Minor Master Plan working draft and the staff
recommendations. Staff reviewed recommendations for parks and open space; the Metro site;
civic green; the linear arts plaza; the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority
(WMATA) proposed garage retrofit; and the pedestrians’ realm. Staff noted that non-auto driver
mode share is recommended as well as improvements to pedestrian connections and side paths.
Staff is also recommending signed shared roadways. Staff also noted that for natural resources it
is important to preserve the green buffer and the County champion white oak tree and preserve
the existing tree canopy. Staff also talked about water quality, air quality and carbon emissions in
the Plan area. Staff noted that the Plan is not recommending any new community facilities, and
as it is located in the Walter Johnson School cluster, school recommendations will be discussed
in the context of the Rock Spring Sector Plan.

Staff added that the public hearing is scheduled for June 29, 2017, and worksessions are
scheduled for July and September.

There followed a brief Board discussion with questions to staff.
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*8. St. Elmo Apartments, Site Plan No. 820170030 --- CR-5.0 C-1.0 R-4.75 H-145T zone,
0.59 acres, Request for 256,300 square feet of residential uses, consisting of 193 dwelling units,
including 15% MPDUs and up to 15,488 square feet of nonresidential uses, located on St. Elmo
Avenue 300 feet southwest of Norfolk Avenue; Woodmont Triangle Amendment Sector Plan.

Staff Recommendation: Approval with Conditions and Adoption of Resolution

BOARD ACTION
Motion: DREYFUSS/CICHY
Vote:
Yea: 4-0
Nay:
Other: WELLS-HARLEY ABSENT
Action: Approved staff recommendation for approval of the Site Plan cited above,

subject to conditions, and adopted the attached Resolution.

In keeping with the May 5 technical staff report, Planning Department staff offered a
multimedia presentation and discussed a Site Plan request for the St. Elmo Apartments. Staff
noted that the request is for 256,300 square feet of residential uses, consisting of 193 dwelling
units, including 15 percent Moderately Priced Dwelling Units (MPDUs) and up to 15,488 square
feet of non-residential uses in a 16-story mixed-use building. The 0.59-acre property is located
on St. Elmo Avenue, 300 feet southwest of Norfolk Avenue in the Woodmont Triangle
Amendment Sector Plan area. Staff noted that the property consists of an assemblage of
properties in a subdivision known as Woodmont and is improved with one and two-story
buildings containing commercial uses and associated surface parking with frontage on both
Fairmont Avenue and St. Elmo Avenue. The site contains no forest, streams, wetlands, or
environmental buffers. Staff also noted that the proposed building setbacks and tower separation
were raised as concerns during review of the application. Staff recommended the addition of a
condition of approval to require future site plan amendments to be in compliance with the
pending Bethesda Downtown Sector Plan design guidelines.

Mr. Steve Robins, attorney representing the applicant, Mr. Edward Lenkin of the Lenkin
Company, also present, introduced Messrs. Josh Sloan, Craig Williams, and Ms. Liz Roberts,
members of the applicant’s team, briefly discussed the proposed Site Plan request, and concurred
with the staff recommendation.

There followed a brief Board discussion with questions to staff and Mr. Robins.
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*9,  Bainbridge Bethesda (formerly The Monty), Limited Site Plan Amendment No.
82009011B --- CR-5.0 C-1.0 R-4.75 H-145T zone, 1.12 acres, Request for relocation and
replacement of installed public art in coordination with redevelopment of abutting St. Elmo
Apartments site plan, located on Fairmont Avenue approximately 100 feet south of Norfolk
Avenue; Woodmont Triangle Amendment to the Bethesda CBD Sector Plan.

Staff Recommendation: Approval with Conditions and Adoption of Resolution

BOARD ACTION
Motion: DREYFUSS/CICHY
Vote:
Yea: 4-0
Nay:
Other: WELLS-HARLEY ABSENT
Action: Approved staff recommendation for approval of the Limited Site Plan

Amendment cited above, subject to conditions, and adopted the attached Resolution.

In keeping with the May 5 technical staff report, Planning Department staff offered a
multimedia presentation and discussed a Limited Site Plan Amendment request for the
Bainbridge Bethesda project. The proposed request is to relocate and replace installed public art
in conjunction with the redevelopment of the abutting St. EImo Apartments project, located on
Fairmont Avenue, approximately 100 feet south of Norfolk Avenue in the Woodmont Triangle
Amendment to the Bethesda Central Business District Sector Plan area. Staff noted that the
applicant proposes to remove the existing art piece and replace it with a new sculpture in the
open space, which will be located on the adjacent property, the St. Elmo site. Condition 8 of the
original approved Site Plan will be amended, allowing the applicant to decommission the
existing public art and relocate it. The applicant also proposes to make minor changes to
hardscape and landscaping in the open space area. These changes will make the open space
consistent with the design of the open space on the adjacent property so that the two spaces will
function as one integrated space.

Mr. Steve Robins, attorney representing the applicant, Mr. Edward Lenkin of the Lenkin
Company, also present, introduced Messrs. Josh Sloan, Craig Williams, and Ms. Liz Roberts,
members of the applicant’s team, briefly discussed the proposed Limited Site Plan Amendment
request, and concurred with the staff recommendation.

There followed a brief Board discussion with questions to staff and Mr. Robins.
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10. FY19-24 CIP - Parks and Reecreation Public Forum
BOARD ACTION
Motion:

Vote:
Yea:

Nay:
Other:

Action; Attended the FY19-24 Capital Improvements Program (CIP) Public Forum
of the Parks Department and the Montgomery County Department of Recreation.
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