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Dear Board Chair Anderson,

I am writing to object to the current development plan for 809 Easley St., Silver Spring, especially the proposal to waive the required 8 foot buffer of green space and vegetation that should be in place between 809 Easley St and the residential
neighborhood that makes up the rest of the block.  The property owner has requested an exception from a requirement for on-site parking, offering that in exchange for being allowed to have a larger building footprint they will provide off-site
parking at another location.
They are also asking for an exception in the location of that off-site parking, to use a property they already own that is further away than the code allows. And now they are asking for a waiver from the required 8-foot buffer.  In return for the
ability to use off-site parking and a larger building footprint, they had proposed to the community that they would put a semi-circle drive at the front of the property for pick-up, drop-off, and loading of equipment, while providing the full 8-
foot buffer of trees and shrubs.

As the neighbor whose home is immediately adjacent to 809 Easley, I have not up until now opposed their request to place the parking offsite, supporting that to allow them a larger building footprint. However, in the revised site plan before
you now, they have proposed both the larger building footprint and a 30-foot-long driveway. And to accommodate those two things they are proposing to eliminate the required 8-foot buffer - the one thing that the residential neighborhood
wants and as a right to as a requirement.  First, it seems that if they are requesting a larger building footprint by not having parking on-site then there should be no need for a 30-ft driveway.
And if they are required to have a driveway of any size, the space to accommodate that should come from the building footprint or other space on the lot, not from the 8-foot buffer with the residential neighborhood.

There are at least three ways I can think of that could fulfill the plan without eliminating the 8-foot buffer  They could reduce the building footprint, return to the earlier site plan of a semi-circle drive in front of the building, and/or place the
driveway on the side of the property adjacent to the county parking lot.  That property line already has a 6 ft fence in place, and any required driveway would be better placed there rather than adjacent to the residential neighborhood.  I am sure
that a qualified architect and site planner could come up with even more options that would be viable for the development and not compromise the buffer with the residential neighborhood.

The residents of this street have experience with that 6-foot privacy fence along the edge of the county parking lot, and can say with confidence that a 6-ft fence does not provide the same benefits of screening and buffer that an 8-foot wide
strip of trees and bushes would.  The neighborhood already experiences noise and light from the county parking lot, from the 816 Easley high-rise apartment building, and from the parking garage entrance at the Center Apartments on Bonifant
St. which puts a significant amount of light towards the neighborhood.  An 8-foot green buffer of trees and shrubs will significantly help cut down on the light coming from the commercial area and increase the privacy screening that I and
other neighbors have slowly been putting in place along our properties.  The proposed development will already remove two large trees that are on the site and that currently help block some of the light from the Center Apartments. We need
more screening, not less - and a simple privacy fence will not do the same screening because trees go much higher and provide both screening and a visual and health improvement to the entire neighborhood.

So, we respectfully request that you not allow an exception to the 8-foot buffer between 809 Easley St and the residential neighborhood. Either allow them to use a semi-circle drive at the front of the building (as they had originally told the
community they would do) and do away with the 30-ft driveway, or require that any driveway be placed on the side of the property abutting the county parking lot and be accommodated through changes to the building footprint. The 8-foot
vegetation buffer is a priority for the residential neighborhood and should not be sacrificed.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments,

Becky Sherblom

807 Easley St.,

Silver Spring, MD 20910

beckysherblom@verizon.net <mailto:beckysherblom@verizon.net>
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