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From: Andrew <hwagillen@gmail.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, December 15, 2020 10:33 AM 
To: Folden, Matthew <matthew.folden@montgomeryplanning.org> 
Subject: French International School Proposal 
 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] Exercise caution when opening attachments, clicking links, or 
responding. 

Dear Mr. Folden: 
 
As a resident of the Maplewood-Alta Vista community, I’m writing to express my concern about 
the plans for the French International School development. My concerns relate primarily to the 
effect on vehicle traffic through the neighborhood. 
 
 
In my opinion, too many cars already cut through our neighborhood at excessively high rates of 
speed. A further increase to the level of automobile and bus traffic on Alta Vista Rd and other 
neighborhood streets would further compromise the safety of our residential (i.e., not 
commercial) area. 
 
 
It is my understanding that the FIS has actually developed materials to encourage parents to 
use Alta Vista Rd as a "cut-through" after dropping off children. I think this reflects an egregious 
disregard on the part of the FIS for the safety and livability of the neighborhood, and I will 
oppose this with vigor. 
 
Any traffic arising from the FIS development should be routed to more main arteries, such as 
Cedar Lane, not neighborhood streets, such as Alta Vista Rd. This should apply to both buses 
and private vehicles. 
 
 
I appreciate this opportunity to register my concerns at this time and as this process continues. 
 
Best regards, 
H.W. Andrew Gillen 
5018 Alta Vista Rd 
 
 

Attachment D - Correspondence

D - 16



From: Ellen Gagne
To: Folden, Matthew
Subject: Potential traffic issues due to the opening of the French International School
Date: Monday, December 14, 2020 1:03:38 PM

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] Exercise caution when opening attachments, clicking links, or
responding.

From: YOU

Mr. Folden,

I’m writing to express my concern regarding the traffic plans for the French International 
School’s former FASEB campus. 

As a resident of Maplewood-Alta Vista, I relish the pedestrian-friendly neighborhood where 
children run to their MCPS bus stops and play on their way to our local park. Potential cut-
through traffic from parents’ vehicles as well as the potential for multiple buses traveling 
down Alta Vista Road threatens the safety of our residents. All of this traffic should be 
routed to arterial roadways, such as Cedar Lane.

In addition, the plans do not address the traffic patterns for the extensive Saturday school 
and summer programs. There should be mandatory bus requirements for these programs 
to reduce impact on our already high traffic area.

Sincerely,
Ellen Gagne
5114 Viking Rd.
Bethesda 20814
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From: Jessica Brown
To: Folden, Matthew
Subject: Traffic plan for Maplewood-Alta Vista neighborhood
Date: Monday, December 14, 2020 7:51:10 PM

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] Exercise caution when opening attachments, clicking links, or
responding.

Dear. Mr. Folden,
I live on Alta Vista Terrace in the Maplewood-Alta Vista neighborhood and am concerned
about the traffic plan proposed by the French International School.  At a recent meeting of our
neighborhood association, FIS displayed a map of "safe routes" to and from the Rockville Pike
school location that they intend to use to educate parents about how they should get to and
from campus.  This map advised parents to cut through the Maplewood-Alta Vista
neighborhood.  The local roads are full of children playing, people walking with and without
dogs.  The influx of additional FIS-related cut-through traffic may risk the safety of our
residents and must be managed.  
I hope you will review the FIS traffic plan proposal with this in mind because, among other
things, turn restrictions may eventually need to be put in place if there is not a better plan.  It
may be best to require all FIS buses to proceed to West Cedar Lane before preceding on their
route.  
I appreciate your attention to this matter and look forward to attending the upcoming
hearings.  
Thanks,
Jessica Brown
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From: Allen Myers <almyers@starpower.net>  
Sent: Thursday, December 10, 2020 4:58 PM 
To: Folden, Matthew <matthew.folden@montgomeryplanning.org> 
Cc: Dickel, Stephanie <Stephanie.Dickel@montgomeryplanning.org>; Kraut, Aaron 
<Aaron.Kraut@montgomerycountymd.gov>; Paylor, Michael L. 
<Michael.Paylor@montgomerycountymd.gov>; Somarajan, Deepak 
<deepak.somarajan@montgomerycountymd.gov> 
Subject: Re: French International School S-862C 
 
Matt:  
 
Thanks for reaching out.  I was actually just over at the school site.  A number of the adjacent and 
abutting neighbors had asked to tour it to see how the plans would impact their homes and Helené was 
happy to oblige them.   
 
My present concerns are: has FIS modified the TMP from what you previously provided me? Has MCDOT 
looked at the turning movement of buses onto Alta Vista Road from Rockville Pike with vehicles waiting 
at the traffic signal?  [I have been informed by a resident that the FIS buses can, and do successfully, 
navigate a right turn onto Forest Road from Beech Avenue - thus answering my previous concern for 
that intersection.]. During the meeting on the site, Helené remains very vague on the summer camp.  I 
think that those plans need to be tied down and the TMP modified to include the operation of the 
camp.  Finally, while the County strongly tries to protect residential neighborhoods from cut-through 
traffic, how can the County approve a TMP that creates a commuter route for the shuttle buses 
between the campuses?  And we still don’t know if any of the regular FIS bus routes would have to come 
through the neighborhood to go on their routes.  MCA strongly desires that FIS adhere to its original 
plan to have all bus traffic travel on roads external to the neighborhood and that parents coming to the 
school on Old Georgetown Road from the south be directed to access the site via the Beltway rather 
than through the neighborhood. 
 
One more thing.  If you are going to be out of the from the 21st of December until the 1st of January, 
will you still be able to have the Staff Report ready by the 28th? 
 
Allen Myers, President 
Maplewood Citizens Association 
 
 
On Dec 10, 2020, at 3:27 PM, Folden, Matthew <matthew.folden@montgomeryplanning.org> wrote: 
 
Mr. Myers, 
  
I wanted to make sure I have included the important pieces of correspondence you’ve submitted to the 
Department over the past two years. I have attached copies of what I believe to be a full representation 
of the comments you’ve provided to me thus far in the event you would like to review and provide 
additional comments. 
  
For your reference, this item is scheduled to be discussed at the Planning Board hearing on Thursday, 
January 7, 2021 and before the Hearing Examiner on Friday, January 22, 2021. The applicant’s final 
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submittal materials are available online 
at: https://eplans.montgomeryplanning.org/daiclinks/pdoxlinks.aspx?apno=S862C&projname=Rochamb
eau%20French%20School 
  
I expect to post the Staff Report on this project no later than Monday, December 28th ahead of the 
January 7 Planning Board hearing. Additional testimony may be submitted for the Board’s consideration 
until noon on January 6th, however, any testimony you would like attached to the Staff Report must be 
submitted to me prior to December 17th. 
  
I would be happy to discuss this application and any questions you may have at your convenience. 
  
Regards, 
  
Matt 
  

<image013.png> 

  Matthew Folden, AICP 
Planner Coordinator 
  
DownCounty Planning Division 
Montgomery County Planning Department 
2425 Reedie Drive, 13th Floor | Wheaton, MD 
20902 matthew.folden@montgomeryplanning.org 
o: 301.495.4539 
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Please note that I will be out of the office from Monday, December 21, 2020 – Friday, January 1, 2021 
  
  
<FrenchSchool-Correspondence_AMyers.pdf> 
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December 12, 2020 
 
Mr. Matthew Folden 
Planner Coordinator 
Montgomery County Planning Department 
DownCounty Planning Division 
2425 Reedie Drive, 13th Floor 
Wheaton, MD 20902 
 
Dear Mr. Folden:   
 
I understand that the current transportation plan for the French International School 
(FIS) (S-862C) will rely heavily on bus transportation and a shuttle service between the 
two FIS campuses. As my earlier correspondence indicates, I have long believed that 
only mandatory busing will make this site work for the proposed school population. I 
also appreciate that the plan does not permit pedestrian or car access from Alta Vista 
Road and the neighborhood because such access would create parking on local streets 
that would impede the flow of traffic on our already dangerously busy streets. Having 
examined the school’s plans, I do have some concerns about the busing plans and ask 
that you make the following staff recommendations to the board:  

1) Protect our pedestrian-friendly neighborhood streets. Maplewood-Alta 
Vista local roads (including Alta Vista Road) are full of children playing and 
walking to Maplewood-Alta Vista Park, neighbors walking dogs, and kids running 
to and from their Montgomery County Public School (MCPS) bus stops. Those of 
us that have spent time standing at MCPS bus stops can attest to the frequency 
with which drivers cut through the neighborhood on Alta Vista Road at dangerous 
speeds sometimes illegally passing buses. The influx of additional FIS-related 
cut-through traffic is certain to exacerbate this problem and is inconsistent with 
the County’s Vision Zero Initiative to reduce fatal pedestrian traffic accidents. FIS 
traffic must be managed to protect the safety of the Maplewood-Alta Vista 
residents. Notably, pedestrian-bus accidents are many times more fatal than 
pedestrian-car accidents. As described below, bus routes should therefore be 
managed to avoid local neighborhood roads.  

2) Require all FIS buses departing the Rockville Pike site to proceed South 
to West Cedar Lane before proceeding on their route.  As you know, all 
busses departing the Rockville Pike campus will have to head south regardless 
of their destination. The 4 shuttle buses that will each make 3 trips per day (12 
bus trips) in addition to many of the 13 other school buses that will also depart 
campus 3 times per day (39 bus trips) will need to turn around to head to points 
North, West and East. Combined, there will be up to 52 bus trips departing the 
Rockville Pike campus daily. These buses should not be permitted to cut through 
the Maplewood-Alta Vista neighborhood utilizing local roads. This amount of bus 
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traffic (and even the 12 trips per today of the Shuttle bus) are incompatible with 
local neighborhood roads such as Alta Vista Road. Allowing such bus traffic on 
our local roads will endanger pedestrians, generate unacceptable noise, air 
pollution, and is certain to cause traffic congestion at the Rockville Pike/Alta Vista 
intersection, where buses will have difficulty making a tight right hand turn 
without impeding traffic exiting the neighborhood. The Montgomery County 
school buses currently face this challenge at the intersection. This amount of bus 
traffic is inconsistent with the residential nature of our neighborhood. I also note 
that the bus trips will not be significantly delayed by proceeding to West Cedar 
Lane. This is particularly true for the mid- and late afternoon trips because 
southbound traffic on Rockville Pike is not particularly heavy in the afternoon.   

3) Ensure that mandatory bus requirements extend to Saturday and 
summer programming.  It is not clear whether busing will be provided and 
“mandatory” for the Saturday school and summer camp. If not, there will be many 
more trips to campus on Saturdays and during summer months that are not 
reflected in the FIS traffic study. The traffic impact on all days of the week and 
every month of the year needs to be considered. Running extensive 
programming on campus without mandatory busing on Saturdays and during 
summer months will burden our local roads and contribute to congestion on 
Rockville Pike that is already overburdened.  

4)    Ensure that measures are in place to address increased traffic burden 
on Rockville Pike if increased traffic on Alta Vista and Elsmere leads to turn 
restrictions. During the school year, there are many exceptions to the 
"mandatory busing," so it is unclear how many parents will be driving to the 
school and whether the mandatory busing requirement will actually be enforced. I 
suspect that the neighborhood will find that despite the promises of “mandatory 
busing,” hundreds of cars are cutting down Alta Vista Road after departing the 
FIS site. When that happens, we may seek turn restrictions that prevent 
Southbound right turns on Alta Vista Road and Elsmere Avenue. I also note that 
in a recent presentation to the neighborhood association, FIS displayed a map of 
“safe routes” to and from the site that it indicated it intended to use to educate 
parents about how they should proceed to and from campus. This map advised 
parents to cut through the Maplewood-Alta Vista neighborhood suggesting that 
cut through traffic will be significant and will likely have to be addressed by turn 
restrictions. You should review the proposal with these possible turn restrictions 
in mind.  

5)   Ensure mandatory busing requirement for students at Rockville Pike 
campus will not drive additional traffic to Forest Road campus. The traffic 
around the Forest Road campus already creates a major bottleneck on Beech 
Avenue that impedes entry and exit from the neighborhood. Beech Avenue 
cannot accommodate hundreds of new trips delivering students who will attend 
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school at the Rockville Pike location. If the requirement that students arrive at the 
Rockville Pike campus permits families (regardless of whether they have siblings 
enrolled at the Forest Road campus) to drop their students at the Forest Road 
camps, so the students can take inter-campus shuttle bus, this could generate 
significant new trips along Beech Avenue. 
 
Thank you for your attention to this important matter.  If you have any questions, 
please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Peter Umhofer 
5031 Alta Vista Road 
Bethesda, MD 20814 

 
 
 Cc: Stephanie Dickel, Montgomery County Planning Department  
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