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Description

ZTA 21-01 would amend the list of exempt signs from Division 6.7, to include a sign legally affixed to a bus
shelter or transit center information kiosk under a license agreement with the county.

Summary

Staff recommends the Board transmit comments supporting ZTA 21-01 as introduced. The zoning text
amendment (ZTA) was introduced by the Council President at the request of the County Executive, with
the backing of the Montgomery County Department of Transportation (MCDOT). The Public Hearing date
is set for April 6, 2021.

Background/Analysis

Division 6.7 of the Montgomery County Zoning Ordinance regulates the size, location, height and
construction of signs within public view. Section 6.7.3, which would be amended by this ZTA, identifies
signs that are exempt from the regulations of Division 6.7.

Rationale for ZTA Introduction

This ZTA was introduced at the request of the County Executive in coordination with MCDOT. According
to the introduction letter, Montgomery County had a franchise agreement with a private firm that
installed and maintained the advertisements on bus shelters and information kiosks. This agreement
lapsed and it has been determined that entering into a licensing agreement for future maintenance would
be more beneficial to the county. The update proposed by this ZTA is purely technical in nature, since
other county endorsed signage on bus shelters and information kiosks are already exempt from Division
6.7 of the Zoning Ordinance.

ZTA 21-01 as introduced

ZTA 21-01 makes only one modification to the Zoning Ordinance, under Division 6.7 Signs, specifically
Section 6.7.3 exempt signs. The amendment is as follows:
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Division 6.7. Signs
* * *

Section 6.7.3. Exempt Signs

The following signs are exempt from Division 6.7:

* * *

B. A sign legally affixed to a bus shelter or transit center information kiosk under an approved
franchise agreement[,] or a license agreement with the County, or located in a public parking
structure and not visible beyond the property line, does not require a permit.

This simple text addition allows either a franchise agreement or a license agreement to be executed
between the county and the company that does the installation and maintenance of the signs. There is
no change to the type, size, location or content of the signs that would be exempt. Staff supports the
changes requested by the county.

Conclusion

Staff supports the requested text change in ZTA 21-01 allowing a license agreement as the contractual
method for the installation and maintenance of bus shelter and information kiosk signs because it has no
substantive effect on the actual signage. Staff recommends the Planning Board transmit comments in
support of the text change as introduced.

Attachments

1. ZTA No. 21-01 — introduction packet.



OFFICE OF THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE

Marc Elrich
County Executive

MEMORANDUM
February 16, 2021

TO: Tom Hucker, President
Montgomery County Council

FROM: Marc Elrich, County Executive %Z&/
Office of the County Executive

SUBJECT: Proposed Zoning Text Amendment; Article 59, General Development Requirements
— Exempt Signs

[ hereby request that you introduce the attached Zoning Text Amendment. The intent
of this proposed amendment is to exempt from the sign ordinance bus shelter advertising that is
licensed by the County. This Amendment will add the words “or a license agreement, with the
County” to Section 59. 6.7.3.B of the Montgomery County Zoning Ordinance so that it would read
as follows:

A sign legally affixed to a bus shelter or transit center information kiosk under an
approved franchise agreement, or license agreement, with the County or located in a public parking
structure and not visible beyond the property line, does not require a permit.

Until 2019, Montgomery County was a party to a franchise agreement with a private
firm that provided bus shelter advertising as well as bus shelter maintenance in exchange for a share
of the advertising revenue. This franchise agreement has since lapsed and in the pursuit of a new
franchise agreement, it appears that the conditions today compared to twenty years prior when the
first franchise agreement was signed have changed and that it would be more beneficial for the
County to enter into a licensing arrangement with a vendor for the advertising space on bus shelters
while the county contracts out the maintenance under a separate agreement. By amending the
Zoning Ordinance as indicated above, the County would be able to enter into such an arrangement
without being in violation of the Ordinance.

cc: Marlene Michaelson, Council Executive Director

101 Monroe Street * Rockville, Maryland 20850
240-777-2500 » 240-777-2544 TTY * 240-777-2518 FAX
www.montgomerycountymd.gov




Zoning Text Amendment No.:

Concerning: Sign Ordinance — Bus
Shelter Advertising

Draft No. & Date:

Introduced:

Public Hearing:

Adopted:

Effective:

Ordinance No.:

COUNTY COUNCIL FOR MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MARYLAND
SITTING AS THE DISTRICT COUNCIL FOR THAT PORTION OF
THE MARYLAND-WASHINGTON REGIONAL DISTRICT WITHIN
MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MARYLAND

Sponsor: Council President at the Request of the County Executive

AN AMENDMENT to the Montgomery County Zoning Ordinance to:

- Exempt from the sign ordinance bus shelter advertising installed under a license with
the County.

By amending the following sections of the Montgomery County Zoning Ordinance,
Chapter 59 of the Montgomery County Code:

Division 6.7. Signs
Section 6.7.3. Exempt Signs

EXPLANATION: Boldface indicates a Heading or a defined term.
Underlining indicates text that is added to existing law by the original text
amendment.
[Single boldface brackets] indicate text that is deleted from existing law by
original text amendment.

Double underlining indicates text that is added to the text amendment by
amendment.

[[Double boldface brackets]] indicate text that is deleted from the text
amendment by amendment.

* * *indicates existing law unaffected by the text amendment.




ORDINANCE

The County Council for Montgomery County, Maryland, sitting as the District Council for
that portion of the Maryland-Washington Regional District in Montgomery County, Maryland,
approves the following ordinance:
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Zoning Text Amendment No.:

Sec. 1. DIVISION 6.7 is amended as follows:
DIVISION 6.7 SIGNS
* * *
Section 6.7.3. Exempt Signs
The following signs are exempt from Division 6.7:
A. A sign on private property does not require a permit when the area of the
sign is 2 square feet or less, and:
1.  the sign is on private property customarily associated with residential
living or decoration.
2.  the sign is part of a mailbox or newspaper tube and satisfies
government regulations.
3. the sign is a warning to the public about trespass, danger, or safety
considerations.
B. A sign legally affixed to a bus shelter or transit center information kiosk

under an approved franchise agreement, or a license agreement, with the

County, or located in a public parking structure and not visible beyond the

property line, does not require a permit.

* % %

Sec. 3. Effective date. This ordinance becomes effective immediately upon

Council adoption.

This is a correct copy of Council action.

Selena Mendy Singleton, Esq.
Clerk of the Council






