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May 06, 2022 
 
Ms. Grace Bogdan, Planner Coordinator 
Downcounty Planning Division 
The Maryland-National Capital 
Park & Planning Commission (M-NCPPC) 
2425 Reedie Drive, 14th Floor 
Wheaton, Maryland 20902 

 
RE:   Preliminary Plan No. 12002079B 
         Rochambeau-The French International School 
         Preliminary Plan & Traffic Impact Study Letter   

Dear Ms. Bogdan:  
    

This letter is provided as a follow up to plan review performed by the Development Review 
Committee at its March 15, 2022, meeting. The Department of Transportation (MCDOT) has completed its 
review of the preliminary plan uploaded on eplans dated January 14, 2022; revised Traffic Impact Study 
(TIS) submitted by Grove Slade dated March 21, 2022; and the additional Traffic Signal Warrant Analysis 
submitted on March 20, 2022. Based on these documents and related discussions with Montgomery 
Planning and the Maryland State Highway Administration (MDSHA), MCDOT recommends approval of the 
plan subject to the following comments. 

 
    Preliminary Plan Comments 
 

1. All Planning Board Opinions relating to this plan or any subsequent revision, project plans or site 
plans should be submitted to the Montgomery County Department of Permitting Services in the 
package for record plats, storm drain, grading or paving plans, or application for access permit. 
Include this letter and all other correspondence from this department.  

2. The public street fronting the subject property is owned and maintained by MDSHA. Therefore, 
MCDOT’s jurisdiction is limited to maintenance and operation of associated traffic signals on 
Rockville Pike (MD 355), sidewalk/shared use path, and bus stop/bus shelter. Per Montgomery 
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County Code Chapter 50 Section 4.2, MCDOT shall provide recommendations along MD 355 
frontage for attention and consideration by MDSHA. 

3. At or before the MDSHA permit/construction stage, please contact Mr. Wayne Miller of our 
Division of Transit Services regarding Ride On bus stop improvements and relocation as shown 
in the plan. Mr. Miller may be contacted at Wayne.Miller2@montgomerycountymd.gov or at 240 
777-5836. 

4. MCDOT recommends the following to be required by MDSHA of the applicant: 
a. Design all access points and alleys to be at-grade with the sidewalk / sidepath, dropping 

down to street level between the sidewalk / sidepath and roadway. 
b. The curve radius at the proposed driveway shall be as small as practicable to 

accommodate target design vehicles without intrusion into bicycle or pedestrian travel 
ways. 

c. Provide a minimum 5 ft continuous clear pathway (no grates) along all public streets. 
d. Upgrade pedestrian facilities at intersections along the site frontage & at adjacent 

intersections to comply with current ADA standards. 

5. Sight Distance: MCDOT defers to MDSHA for sight distance approval on MD 355. 

6. Storm Drain Analysis: The storm drain study is approved, and the applicant is not responsible 
for any downstream improvements to the exiting storm drain outfall. The portion of the site 
draining to MD 355 shall be approved by MDSHA.  

7. Relocation of utilities along existing roads to accommodate the required roadway improvements 
shall be the responsibility of the applicant. 
  

Traffic Impact Study (TIS) 
 

The applicant submitted the initial traffic impact study for the French School in order to receive 
approval for a special exception from the Board of Appeals (BoA) for the proposed use of the 
property. At the BoA meeting, the BoA approved the exception with a condition on the site 
restricting school traffic from making a right turn at Alta Vista Road from Rockville Pike (MD-355). 
In addition, MDSHA has approved the installation of a physical barrier on southbound MD 355 to 
restrict the site traffic from crossing multiple lanes in an attempt to make a U-turn at Alta Vista 
Road to northbound MD-355. While the applicant completed a traffic study for the special 
exception, the preliminary plan is subject to the recently approved LATR Guidelines dated March 
2022. The applicant was required to submit a revised traffic impact study to address the new 
guidelines. Also, a different traffic pattern must be considered from what was evaluated in the 
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original TIS because of the BoA condition barring vehicles exiting the French School from making 
a right turn onto Alta Vista Road. While the previous report showed that the applicant needed to 
mitigate the intersection of Pooks Hill and MD 355, the new report stated these improvements 
were not needed because of the change in traffic pattern. The revised TIS submitted by the 
applicant proposed that the site traffic be routed through an approximately 4-mile detour for cars 
exiting the school and seeking to head northbound on Rockville Pike (MD-355). The theoretical 
detour will use southbound Rockville Pike (MD-355) exiting the school, followed by a right turn 
onto Cedar Lane, a right turn onto Old Georgetown Road, a right onto Grosvenor Place, and 
finally a left on Rockville Pike (MD-355) in order to travel northbound. MCDOT feels strongly that 
it is unlikely cars will take this route and travel in a circle of four miles out of the way. Rather, it is 
more likely that they will use a shorter available option, such as a U-turn at the unsignalized 
intersection of Rockville Pike (MD-355) and Elsmere Avenue, a right turn at Elsmere and U-turn 
midblock to head back on northbound Rockville Pike (MD-355), or a prohibited right turn on Alta 
Vista to turn around in the neighborhood or drive through it. Because of the impractical routing of 
vehicles in the TIS and anticipated actual navigation choices, MCDOT requested the applicant to 
analyze the following:  

• A traffic signal warrant analysis (half & full signal) at the proposed site entrance at 
Rockville Pike (MD-355). 

• A traffic signal warrant analysis with the available traffic data at Rockville Pike (MD-355) 
and Elsmere Avenue (unsignalized intersection).  

The results of the driveway access and Rockville Pike (MD-355) intersection in the report dated 
March 21, 2022, showed that the traffic signal is warranted at the school exit location; however 
due to operational concerns at Rockville Pike (MD-355) corridor, the applicant and MDSHA are 
not in agreement with MCDOT that a signal should be installed. The April 20, 2022, TIS report 
concluded that a traffic signal was not warranted at the Rockville Pike (MD-355) and Elsmere 
Avenue intersection. However, MCDOT maintains that a signal should be provided based on 
engineering judgment, safety, and anticipation of realistic human behavior in the absence of a 
signalized alternative to an extensive detour. Specifically, MCDOT is concerned that, in the 
absence of a new signal, drivers exiting the school will be tempted to make unsafe maneuvers 
across lanes on MD 355 in order to perform U-turns, or otherwise will be likely to enter 
neighborhood side streets in ways not contemplated by the TIS in order to save time and distance 
to travel northbound. 
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Therefore, we strongly recommend the following to be considered by the Planning Board for the 
safe traffic operation and to avoid the cut through traffic along the neighborhood: 

• The applicant shall contribute to Montgomery County, an amount equivalent to the cost of 
full signal warranted at the driveway at the time of this approval, which is currently 
estimated at $400,000. MCDOT will act as the steward of this contribution and take future 
responsibilities associated with pursuit of a signal on MD 355 and absolve the applicant 
of future obligations to seek signal approval and installation. If MCDOT can reach an 
agreement with MDSHA to install a signal, it will use the funds and be responsible for 
design, permits, and installation of the signal. If upon MCDOT’s best effort to seek 
approval from MDSHA for a signal, MDSHA does not approve installation of the device, 
MCDOT will use the $400,000 to construct traffic calming devices and other safety 
mitigation on surrounding neighborhood streets that are observed to have any traffic 
impacts or challenges associated with traffic volumes added to the area from the school.  

• MCDOT acknowledges the BoA Condition #11 of the special exception Case # S-862-C 
per Montgomery County Code 49-11 that suggests pursuit of a traffic camera, we submit 
that the most expeditious path for the applicant would be to install the camera outside the 
public right-of-way through direct agreement with neighborhood residents for installation 
on private property.  

Alternatively, MCDOT’s recommends that the applicant and area residents consider the option of 
the applicant contracting with a traffic count consultant to collect and analyze traffic data at 
predetermined frequencies. Rather than install permanently located (and therefore detectable by 
drivers) cameras on surrounding neighborhood streets, use of contracted traffic counts by 
consultants allows for flexibility in location so that data can be collected wherever area residents 
are detecting any negative traffic impacts. 
 

 If you have any questions or comments regarding this letter, please contact Mr. Deepak Somarajan, 
our Development Review Team Engineer for this project at deepak.somarajan@montgomerycountymd.gov 
or at (240)-777-2194. 

Sincerely, 
 

 
Deepak Somarajan, Engineer III 
Development Review  
Office of Transportation Policy 
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SharePoint\teams\DOT\Director’s Office\Development Review\Deepak\Preliminary Plan\ 12002079B-Rochambeau-
The French International School\ Letter\ 2022.05.02 MCDOT Letter to P&P re French School - Final Letter 
 
cc: Sharepoint Correspondence folder FY’22 
 
cce: Katie Wagner   Gorove/Slade Associates, Inc. 
  Helene Legal-Fabre  Chief Operating Officer, Rochambeau 
  Jody Kline   Miller, Miller & Canby 
 Katie Mencarini   MNCPPC  

Kwesi Woodroffe  MDSHA-District 3 
 Atiq Panjshiri   MCDPS RWPR 
 Sam Farhadi    MCDPS RWPR 

Chris Conklin   MCDOT Director 
 Hannah Henn   MCDOT Deputy Director 
 Michael L. Paylor  MCDOT DTEO 
 Mark Terry   MCDOT DTEO 
 Oscar Yen   MCDOT DTEO 
 Kamal Hamud   MCDOT DTEO 
 Piotr Rachtan   MCDOT DTEO 
 Wayne Miller   MCDOT DTS 
 Rebecca Torma   MCDOT OTP 
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9300 Kenilworth Avenue, Greenbelt, MD  20770  |  301.513.7300  | 1.800.749.0737  |  Maryland Relay TTY 800.735.2258  |  roads.maryland.gov 

 

June 16, 2022. 

 

 

Ms. Katie Wagner 

Gorove/Slade  

1140 Connecticut Avenue, Suite 600 

Washington DC  20036 

 

Dear Ms. Katie Wagner: 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to review the Post Issuance Traffic Impact Study (TIS) 

submittal, prepared by Gorove/Slade, for the proposed Rochambeau - French International 

School development (18APMO02221), located on MD 355 (Rockville Pike) in Montgomery 

County, Maryland.  The State Highway Administration (SHA) review is complete, and we are 

pleased to respond. 

 

We are recommending Conditional Approval of the TIS. We still have outstanding 

concerns on some of the information in the Synchro analysis that will need to be addressed; 

however, we feel that those concerns can be addressed as we continue to coordinate on the 

review and approval of the Traffic Management Plan (TMP). 

 

Please submit electronically (via our online system 

https://mdotsha.force.com/accesspermit) the TMP, all supporting documentation, and a point-by-

point response addressing the comments listed in the attachment, to the Access Management 

Division.  Please reference the SHA tracking number on any future submissions.  Please keep in 

mind that you can view the reviewer and project status via SHA Access Management Division 

web page at https://www.roads.maryland.gov/mdotsha/pages/amd.aspx.   

 

If you have any questions, or require additional information, please contact Mr. Kwesi 

Woodroffe at 301-513-7347, by using our toll-free number in Maryland only at 1-800-876-4742 

(x7347) or via email at kwoodroffe@mdot.maryland.gov or 

shaamdpermits@mdot.maryland.gov.  

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Erica Rigby, P.E.  

District Engineer 

 

ER/kw 
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Ms. Katie Wagner 

SHA Tracking No.: 18APMO02221 

Page 2 of 2 

June 16, 2022 
 

 

cc: Mr. Mr. Yeshitla Argaw, SHA - TDSD 

Ms. Rola Daher, SHA – TFAD 

Mr. Matthew Folden, M-NCPPC 

Mr. Joseph Moges, SHA District #3 Traffic 

Ms. Hélène Legal-Fabre, ROCHAMBEAU - The French International School 

Mr. Scott Holcomb, SHA – TFAD 

Mr. Robert Owolabi, SHA District 3 Traffic  

Mr. Alvin Powell, SHA District 3 Traffic  

Ms. Kathleen Reilly, M-NCPPC 

Ms. Thomasina Saxon, SHA – RIPD 

Mr. Deepak Somarajan, Montgomery County 

Mr. William Stroud, SHA – TDSD 

Ms. Rebecca Torma, Montgomery County 

Mr. Kwesi Woodroffe, SHA District #3 Regional Engineer 
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Department of Permitting Services
Fire Department Access and Water Supply Comments

DATE: 10-Nov-20

RE: Rochambeau - French International School
9650 Rockville Pike

TO: Sean Lindaman - slindaman@clarkazar.com

FROM: Marie LaBaw

PLAN APPROVED
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08-Oct-20

*** Renovating existing building with an existing FDC to remain ***

Clark | Azar & Ass

*** Renovating existing building with an existing FDC to remain ***
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Letter of Transmittal 

Date: 

To: 

Job No. 

Subject: 

October 7, 2020 

S Marie LaBaw, PhD, PE 
Department of Permitting Services 
255 Rockville Pike 
Rockville, MD 20850 

235.004

Rochambeau, the French International School - Fire Lane Order 

We are sending you the following: 
  

☐ Next Day Service ☐ U.S. Mail
☐ Second Day Service ☒ Hand Delivery
☐ Certified Mail ☐ Other:

No. Copies Date Description 

5 
10/7/2020 

5 

Fire Access Plan
Fire Lane Order 
School Signage Plan

These are transmitted: ☐ For your use ☒ 
 

For review and comment
☐ As requested ☐ Other:

Remarks:  Please see the attached fire access plan and fire lane order for the proposed remodeling
of 9650 Rockville Pike, Bethesda, MD 20814 for the French International School.

Signed
 

_____________________________________ 

2 
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Clark | Azar & Associates, Inc. 
20440 Century Boulevard, Suite 220 
Germantown, MD 20874 
(301) 528-2010 
www.clarkazar.com 

PROFESSIONAL CERTIFICATION: I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT 
THESE DOCUMENTS WERE PREPARED OR APPROVED BY ME, 
AND THAT I AM A DULY LICENSED PROFESSIONAL ENGINEER 
UNDER THE LAWS OF THE STATE OF MARYLAND 
 
LICENSE NO.: 38909      EXPIRATION DATE: 12/29/2020 
 

October 8, 2020 

 

S Marie LaBaw, PhD, PE 

Department of Permitting Services 
255 Rockville Pike 

Rockville, MD 20850  
 

Dear Ms. LaBaw: 

 

The Rochambeau French International School is in the process of securing permits to upgrade an 

existing commercial building into a new school. During the process of preparing the site plan, 

the performance of the existing office building, an additional existing building (the Beaumont 

House) and the existing parking garage were evaluated and found to be non-compliant. No 

building improvements are being proposed for the parking structure or the Beaumont House. The 

accompanying drawings demonstrates the proposed improvements allow all the structures on site 

to comply with Executive Regulation 08-16. 

 

On behalf of the Rochambeau French International School, we formally request your 

concurrence of the provided fire access coverage as shown.  Thank you and as always:  

 

 

Respectfully, 10                   10/8/2020 
 

 

 

 
 

SML* 43 11/10/2020
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