
From: Helen Pauler
To: Pratt, Jamey; Duke, Roberto; MCP-Chair
Cc: Peter Ciferri
Subject: Rustic Road Nomination for Gregg Road, between Riggs Road and Zion Road
Date: Wednesday, November 2, 2022 10:53:29 AM
Attachments: 2022-11-2 PEC to Board.pdf

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] Exercise caution when opening attachments, clicking links, or
responding.

Dear Messrs. Pratt and Duke, and the Chair and Members of the Board:

Please see the attached letter from Peter Ciferri, counsel to Alder Energy Systems, LLC.  Please
contact Mr. Ciferri with any questions.

Thank you.

Best regards,
Helen

Helen Pauler, Paralegal

hpauler@mcmillanmetro.com
DIRECT DIAL:  240-778-2312
7811 Montrose Road • Suite 400 • Potomac, Maryland 20854
P: 301.251.1180 • F: 301.251.0447 • mcmillanmetro.com

THIS E-Mail CONTAINS PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION RESTRICTED TO
ADDRESSEE:  The information contained in this e-mail is attorney privileged and confidential information
intended only for the use of the individual or entity named above. The review, dissemination, distribution or
copying of this communication to anyone other than the intended addressee is strictly prohibited. If you have
received this message in error, promptly notify the sender by return email and by telephone and then please
permanently delete this message from your computer.

P Please consider the environment before printing this email.
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      November 2, 2022 
 
 
 
Via E-mail Only 
 
Mr. Jamey Pratt  
Mr. Roberto Duke 
Upcounty Planning Staff 
Maryland-National Capital Park & Planning Commission 
2425 Reedie Drive, 14th Floor 
Wheaton, Maryland 20902  
(Jamey.pratt@montgomeryplanning.org) 
(Roberto.duke@montgomeryplanning.org) 
 
Mr. Jeff Zyontz, Chair  
Ms. Amy L. Presley, Vice Chair 
Ms. Cherri Branson, Board Member 
Mr. David Hill, Board Member 
Mr. Roberto R. Piñero, Board Member 
Montgomery County Planning Board, M-NCPPC 
2425 Reedie Drive, 14th Floor 
Wheaton, Maryland 20902  
(MCP-Chair@mncppc-mc.org) 
 
 


Re: Rustic Roads Nomination for Gregg Road,  
between Riggs Road and Zion Road 


 
Dear Messrs. Pratt and Duke, and the Chair and Board Members: 
 
 Please accept this request to nominate a portion of Gregg Road, beginning at Riggs Road 
and ending at Zion Road, for designation as a Rustic Road in concert with the ongoing update to 
the 1996 Rustic Roads Functional Master Plan (the “1996 Functional Master Plan”).  This letter is 
intended as a formal comment and request to revise the working draft of the 2022 technical update 
to the Rustic Roads Functional Master Plan, to include this segment of roadway as Rustic Roads 
designated in the final version of the Master Plan transmitted to the County Council for adoption.  
We will further support this request and any questions during the Planning Board’s November 17 
public hearing regarding the master plan update.  
 


This request for nomination is made by Alder Energy Systems, LLC (“Alder Energy”), and 
with the consent, support, and authorization of Gregg RD, LLC, the property owner.  Alder Energy 
is the lessee of certain property located on Gregg Road, and known as Parcel 115 and Parcel 320, 
Olney  Election  District  08  (Tax  ID  Numbers  08-00711986  and  08-01925324)  (the  “Subject                                                                                                                                             


                                                                                                                                                                                                             


 


Peter E. Ciferri 
Partner 
 


Direct: 240-778-2307 
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Property”).  Alder Energy is preparing a Conditional Use application to use the Subject Property 
as a Solar Collection Facility in the AR Zone.  Undersigned counsel represents Alder Energy. 
Alder Energy also presented this proposal to the Rustic Roads Advisory Committee on September 
29, 2022, and October 27, 2022. As a result of those meetings, we anticipate that the Rustic Roads 
Advisory Committee will deliver a letter of support for this nomination prior to the Planning 
Board’s November 17 meeting. 


 
As part of Alder Energy’s preparation of its Conditional Use application, it was identified 


that the 1996 Functional Master Plan recommended designation of only portions of Gregg Road 
as rustic: “As far west as Riggs Road”. See 1996 Plan, pages 84-85.  The Functional Master Plan 
also designates the connecting portions of Riggs Road and Zion Road as Rustic Roads. See 1996 
Plan, pages 136-37 and 188-89.  To this day, only Gregg Road from MD-97 to Riggs Road is 
designated Rustic Road.  There is no explicit basis stated within the 1996 Functional Master Plan 
for omitting this portion of Gregg Road.  However, the effect of this omission is that this small 
portion of Gregg Road between Riggs Road and Zion Road is connected entirely to designated 
Rustic Roads.   


  
Master Plan of Highways and Transitways     1996 Functional Master Plan, Page 85 
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As all of the surrounding roads are designated as Rustic Roads, our request is to correct the 
earlier omission and complete the “donut” by designating this additional portion of Gregg Road.  
The remaining portion of Gregg Road, beginning at Riggs Road and ending at Zion Road, meets 
the criteria for rustic roads under the Montgomery County Code, Article 8, Section 49-78.  
Specifically:  


 
(1)   is located in an area where natural, agricultural, or historic 


features are predominant, and where master planned land use goals and 
zoning are compatible with a rural/rustic character; 


 


All of the land surrounding this portion of roadway is AR Zoned. The Planning Board’s 
working draft of this Functional Master Plan is perhaps the best evidence that area master planned 
land use goals are met by designating the remaining portion of Gregg Road. As noted above, the 
connecting portions of road surrounding it have already been designated as Rustic through the 
1996 Plan.  In the working draft, Gregg Road to Riggs Road; and Riggs Road from Zion Road to 
Gregg Road, are each recommended to be promoted to “Exceptional” Rustic.  See, e.g., 2022 Draft 
Plan at page 30.  Thus, it would support the goal of preventing negative improvements to the 
physical conditions of those connecting roads to preserve this middle portion. 


(2)   is a narrow road intended for predominantly local use; 
 
 This portion of Gregg Road can only be accessed through the Rustic Road portions of 
Gregg Road, Zion Road, and Riggs Road, and is improved in substantially the same condition and 
road width as those segments.  It adjoins approximately six residences and Gregg RD, LLC’s 
agricultural property, and is thus predominantly for local use. 


 
(3)   is a low volume road with traffic volumes that do not detract 


significantly from the rustic character of the road; 
 
 As noted above, this portion of road predominantly serves one agricultural property and 
six adjacent residences and is therefore a low volume road. 
 


(4) (A)   has outstanding natural features along its borders, 
such as native vegetation, stands of trees, stream valleys; 
           (B)   provides outstanding vistas of farm fields and rural 
landscape or buildings; or 
           (C)   provides access to historic resources, follows historic 
alignments, or highlights historic landscapes; and 
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Via E-mail Only 
 
Mr. Jamey Pratt  
Mr. Roberto Duke 
Upcounty Planning Staff 
Maryland-National Capital Park & Planning Commission 
2425 Reedie Drive, 14th Floor 
Wheaton, Maryland 20902  
(Jamey.pratt@montgomeryplanning.org) 
(Roberto.duke@montgomeryplanning.org) 
 
Mr. Jeff Zyontz, Chair  
Ms. Amy L. Presley, Vice Chair 
Ms. Cherri Branson, Board Member 
Mr. David Hill, Board Member 
Mr. Roberto R. Piñero, Board Member 
Montgomery County Planning Board, M-NCPPC 
2425 Reedie Drive, 14th Floor 
Wheaton, Maryland 20902  
(MCP-Chair@mncppc-mc.org) 
 
 

Re: Rustic Roads Nomination for Gregg Road,  
between Riggs Road and Zion Road 

 
Dear Messrs. Pratt and Duke, and the Chair and Board Members: 
 
 Please accept this request to nominate a portion of Gregg Road, beginning at Riggs Road 
and ending at Zion Road, for designation as a Rustic Road in concert with the ongoing update to 
the 1996 Rustic Roads Functional Master Plan (the “1996 Functional Master Plan”).  This letter is 
intended as a formal comment and request to revise the working draft of the 2022 technical update 
to the Rustic Roads Functional Master Plan, to include this segment of roadway as Rustic Roads 
designated in the final version of the Master Plan transmitted to the County Council for adoption.  
We will further support this request and any questions during the Planning Board’s November 17 
public hearing regarding the master plan update.  
 

This request for nomination is made by Alder Energy Systems, LLC (“Alder Energy”), and 
with the consent, support, and authorization of Gregg RD, LLC, the property owner.  Alder Energy 
is the lessee of certain property located on Gregg Road, and known as Parcel 115 and Parcel 320, 
Olney  Election  District  08  (Tax  ID  Numbers  08-00711986  and  08-01925324)  (the  “Subject                                                                                                                                             
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Property”).  Alder Energy is preparing a Conditional Use application to use the Subject Property 
as a Solar Collection Facility in the AR Zone.  Undersigned counsel represents Alder Energy. 
Alder Energy also presented this proposal to the Rustic Roads Advisory Committee on September 
29, 2022, and October 27, 2022. As a result of those meetings, we anticipate that the Rustic Roads 
Advisory Committee will deliver a letter of support for this nomination prior to the Planning 
Board’s November 17 meeting. 

 
As part of Alder Energy’s preparation of its Conditional Use application, it was identified 

that the 1996 Functional Master Plan recommended designation of only portions of Gregg Road 
as rustic: “As far west as Riggs Road”. See 1996 Plan, pages 84-85.  The Functional Master Plan 
also designates the connecting portions of Riggs Road and Zion Road as Rustic Roads. See 1996 
Plan, pages 136-37 and 188-89.  To this day, only Gregg Road from MD-97 to Riggs Road is 
designated Rustic Road.  There is no explicit basis stated within the 1996 Functional Master Plan 
for omitting this portion of Gregg Road.  However, the effect of this omission is that this small 
portion of Gregg Road between Riggs Road and Zion Road is connected entirely to designated 
Rustic Roads.   

  
Master Plan of Highways and Transitways     1996 Functional Master Plan, Page 85 
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As all of the surrounding roads are designated as Rustic Roads, our request is to correct the 
earlier omission and complete the “donut” by designating this additional portion of Gregg Road.  
The remaining portion of Gregg Road, beginning at Riggs Road and ending at Zion Road, meets 
the criteria for rustic roads under the Montgomery County Code, Article 8, Section 49-78.  
Specifically:  

 
(1)   is located in an area where natural, agricultural, or historic 

features are predominant, and where master planned land use goals and 
zoning are compatible with a rural/rustic character; 

 

All of the land surrounding this portion of roadway is AR Zoned. The Planning Board’s 
working draft of this Functional Master Plan is perhaps the best evidence that area master planned 
land use goals are met by designating the remaining portion of Gregg Road. As noted above, the 
connecting portions of road surrounding it have already been designated as Rustic through the 
1996 Plan.  In the working draft, Gregg Road to Riggs Road; and Riggs Road from Zion Road to 
Gregg Road, are each recommended to be promoted to “Exceptional” Rustic.  See, e.g., 2022 Draft 
Plan at page 30.  Thus, it would support the goal of preventing negative improvements to the 
physical conditions of those connecting roads to preserve this middle portion. 

(2)   is a narrow road intended for predominantly local use; 
 
 This portion of Gregg Road can only be accessed through the Rustic Road portions of 
Gregg Road, Zion Road, and Riggs Road, and is improved in substantially the same condition and 
road width as those segments.  It adjoins approximately six residences and Gregg RD, LLC’s 
agricultural property, and is thus predominantly for local use. 

 
(3)   is a low volume road with traffic volumes that do not detract 

significantly from the rustic character of the road; 
 
 As noted above, this portion of road predominantly serves one agricultural property and 
six adjacent residences and is therefore a low volume road. 
 

(4) (A)   has outstanding natural features along its borders, 
such as native vegetation, stands of trees, stream valleys; 
           (B)   provides outstanding vistas of farm fields and rural 
landscape or buildings; or 
           (C)   provides access to historic resources, follows historic 
alignments, or highlights historic landscapes; and 

 





From: Dan Seamans
To: MCP-Chair
Cc: Pratt, Jamey; Charles Mess; Anne Davies; Jane Thompson; Barbara Hoover; Buckley, Darcy B.; Kamran Sadiqi;

Leslie Saville; Laura
Subject: RRFMP - Request to have a section of Gregg Rd designated as an Exceptional Rustic Rd.
Date: Wednesday, November 2, 2022 9:10:52 AM

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] Exercise caution when opening attachments, clicking links, or
responding.

Chair, Mont. Co. Planning,

     Please be informed that at a Meeting of the Rustic Roads Advisory Committee held on
October 27, 2022, the Committee voted to approve adding a section of Gregg Rd. as an
Exceptional Rustic Rd. 
     Gregg Rd. is currently designated an Exceptional Rustic Rd. in its section from the east at
Riggs Rd. to its eastern terminus at Georgia Ave. and has been so designated a number of
years in the RRFMP. Committee Members knowledgeable of the features of the entire length
of Gregg Rd. find little or no significant features differentiating the undesignated section from
the Exceptional section. Planning Staff could find no record of why the section was left
without designation.  
      The Committee therefore requests that the remaining section of Gregg Rd from Riggs Rd.
to Zion Rd, at its western terminus, is designated an Exceptional Rustic Rd.

Thank you,

Dan Seamans
Member, RRAC   
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mailto:mcp-chair@mncppc-mc.org
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From: Buckley, Darcy B.
To: MCP-Chair
Cc: Pratt, Jamey; Duke, Roberto; Zeigler, Donnell; Butler, Patrick
Subject: RRAC: Gregg Road Rustic Designation
Date: Monday, November 7, 2022 10:33:48 AM
Attachments: RRAC_GreggRd_Rustic Designation_110722.pdf

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] Exercise caution when opening attachments, clicking links, or
responding.

Good morning,
Please see the attached correspondence from the Rustic Roads Advisory Committee regarding
Gregg Road.
Thank you,
Darcy

Darcy Buckley, AICP
Rustic Roads Advisory Committee, Staff Coordinator 
Planning and Communications Specialist
Strategic Communications Team, Director's Office
Department of Transportation (MCDOT)
Montgomery County, Md.
Darcy.Buckley@montgomerycountymd.gov

For more helpful Cybersecurity Resources, visit:
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/cybersecurity
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November 7, 2022 
 
Jeff Zyontz, Chair, and Commissioners Presley, Branson, Hill, and Piñero 
Montgomery Planning Board 
2425 Reedie Drive, 14th Floor 
Wheaton, MD 20902 
 
Re:  Gregg Road Rustic Designation 
 
Dear Planning Board Commissioners: 
  
Gregg Road is currently designated Rustic between Riggs Road (rustic) and Georgia Avenue (MD-97). At 
our October 27, 2022 regularly scheduled meeting (virtual), the Committee voted to recommend rustic 
designation for the remaining section of Gregg Road between Zion Road (rustic) and Riggs Road. This 
action was undertaken at the request of Alder Energy, a firm seeking to install Community Solar 
pursuant to Conditional Use approval.   
 
The Committee views this section of Gregg Road to be consistent with the criteria for designation as 
rustic. Planning Department staff could find no record of why this section was left without the rustic 
designation.   
 
We are clarifying the position of the Committee following an email sent on November 2, 2002 by a 
Committee member which contained inaccuracies. 
 
Please feel free to contact us through our staff coordinator, Darcy Buckley, at 
Darcy.Buckley@montgomerycountymd.gov.  
 
Sincerely, 


 
 
 


Laura Van Etten, Chair 
 
Committee Members:  Dan Seamans,  
Robert Wilbur, Kamran Sadeghi,  
N. Anne Davies, Barbara Hoover,  
Charles Mess 
 
 
 
cc:  Jamey Pratt, M-NCPPC 
 Roberto Duke, M-NCPPC 
 Don Zielger, M-NCPPC 
 Patrick Butler, M-NCPPC 
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November 7, 2022 
 
Jeff Zyontz, Chair, and Commissioners Presley, Branson, Hill, and Piñero 
Montgomery Planning Board 
2425 Reedie Drive, 14th Floor 
Wheaton, MD 20902 
 
Re:  Gregg Road Rustic Designation 
 
Dear Planning Board Commissioners: 
  
Gregg Road is currently designated Rustic between Riggs Road (rustic) and Georgia Avenue (MD-97). At 
our October 27, 2022 regularly scheduled meeting (virtual), the Committee voted to recommend rustic 
designation for the remaining section of Gregg Road between Zion Road (rustic) and Riggs Road. This 
action was undertaken at the request of Alder Energy, a firm seeking to install Community Solar 
pursuant to Conditional Use approval.   
 
The Committee views this section of Gregg Road to be consistent with the criteria for designation as 
rustic. Planning Department staff could find no record of why this section was left without the rustic 
designation.   
 
We are clarifying the position of the Committee following an email sent on November 2, 2002 by a 
Committee member which contained inaccuracies. 
 
Please feel free to contact us through our staff coordinator, Darcy Buckley, at 
Darcy.Buckley@montgomerycountymd.gov.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 

Laura Van Etten, Chair 
 
Committee Members:  Dan Seamans,  
Robert Wilbur, Kamran Sadeghi,  
N. Anne Davies, Barbara Hoover,  
Charles Mess 
 
 
 
cc:  Jamey Pratt, M-NCPPC 
 Roberto Duke, M-NCPPC 
 Don Zielger, M-NCPPC 
 Patrick Butler, M-NCPPC 
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From: Bev Thoms
To: MCP-Chair
Cc: Bev Thoms
Subject: November 17, Rustic Roads Functional Master Plan,
Date: Wednesday, November 9, 2022 11:15:10 AM

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] Exercise caution when opening attachments, clicking links, or responding.

Hello,

My family has lived on our farm on Big Woods Road, a designated Rustic Road,  since 1974.  Because of this
designation, the road is a beautiful canopied, narrow country road which slows traffic enough that we can access our
pastures with farm equipment and encourages its travelers to enjoy the view scape.   We raise sheep for fiber, and I
am a feltmaker with a studio in our barn. My customers - mostly from the urban and suburban reaches of our county
and Frederick County-  love the beauty and quietness of traveling to my studio. It is part of the appeal. It attracts
customers to my business.The program makes the rural part of the county, rural - where cyclists can enjoy their
sport in relative safety, and urban dwellers can commune with the natural world. Society needs this.

I totally support the Rustic Roads program. Please see that it is continued.

Bev Thoms
21700 Big Woods Road
Dickerson, MD 20842

mailto:thoms.bev@icloud.com
mailto:mcp-chair@mncppc-mc.org
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From: Scheffel, Mike
To: MCP-Chair
Cc: jeremy.criss@montgomerycountymd.gov; Butler, Patrick; Pratt, Jamey; Duke, Roberto; Zeigler, Donnell; Beall,

Mark
Subject: Montgomery Agricultural Preservation Advisory Board Testimony re: RRFMP Update Public Hearing November 17,

2022 item 7
Date: Wednesday, November 9, 2022 11:43:24 AM
Attachments: APAB letter _RRFMP_update_3_10_2022.doc

APAB letter_RRFMP_update_RRAC_proposals.doc

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] Exercise caution when opening attachments, clicking links, or
responding.

Good morning,
 
Please accept these two attachments as testimony from the Montgomery Ag Preservation Advisory
Board for the November 17, 2022, public hearing on the RRFMP update.
 
Thank you,
 
Mike
 
 
 
Mike Scheffel
Office of Agricultural Services, Agricultural Land Preservation Program Administrator
18410 Muncaster Road
Derwood, Maryland  20855
301-590-2856 (Office)
443-487-2971 (Cell)
mike.scheffel@montgomerycountymd.gov
http://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/agservices
CONNECT WITH The Office of Agriculture
Montgomery County Ag Reserve
93,000 acres

 

For more helpful Cybersecurity Resources, visit:
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/cybersecurity
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March 10, 2022

Mr. Roberto Duke, Mr. Jamey Pratt, Mr. Patrick Butler

The Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission

2425 Reedie Drive

Wheaton, MD 20902

  Re: 
Rustic Roads Functional Master Plan Update

Dear M-NCPPC Staff,

The Montgomery County Agricultural Preservation Advisory Board discussed the Rustic Roads Functional Master Plan update during its March 2022 meeting and writes to provide comment to staff about the update.

The agricultural community appreciates the rural backroads of the Ag Reserve. They feel like home for the farmers and visitors of the County. However, they create challenges for farmers who rely on the roads to conduct the business of farming, the primary and preferred land use of the Ag Reserve, where the majority of the rustic roads are located.

The challenges to farmers created by implementation of the functional master plan include lack of tree trimming, unsafe road conditions, and no or very little shoulder area, all of which combine to make moving farm equipment and tractor trailers dangerous. Commodity farming is the largest land use in the Ag Reserve. Modern farm equipment is large and expensive. Tree branches from low-hanging trees and brush that encroaches on the roads damage farm equipment and limit sight distances. 

The lack of maintenance surrounding the rustic roads creates challenges for the safe movement of school buses and emergency services equipment. If a bus or fire engine encounters a tractor or combine harvester on a rustic road neither vehicle can proceed without one backing up an creating an opportunity to pass


Other operations in the Ag Reserve are similarly impacted.  Deliveries of Leaf-gro from the Dickerson compost facility to small scale tabletop producers encounter the same challenges on the rustic roads. Increased traffic from an expanding agritourism sector exacerbates an already stressed road network and creates additional safety hazards for farmers, residents, and visitors alike. If businesses cannot get customers to their doors, the agricultural economy will suffer.


For these reasons, the implementation of the Rustic Roads Functional Master Plan is a significant challenge to the County’s agricultural community. The Board believes there can be compromise in how the rustic roads are maintained without jeopardizing their rural character.  This compromise is codified in the executive regulations governing the Rustic Roads Program, which provide that designated rustic roads must receive the level of maintenance necessary to “allow for safe travel by motorized vehicles, and agricultural equipment,” and that maintenance be “provided at a level no lower than existed at the time of designation, while still preserving the rustic qualities of the road.”  COMCOR Chapter 49.79.01.04.


Famers rely on the network of roads both rustic and non-rustic to move their product and to bring in customers. The Board believes a renewed effort to keep the rustic roads maintained in a safe manner for the passage of farm equipment should be a priority for the Rustic Roads Functional Master Plan Update. The Board recommends that no more roads be designated as rustic or exceptionally rustic until which time the currently designated rustic and exceptionally rustic roads are maintained in a manner that will allow the safe passage of agricultural equipment and motorized vehicles.


We look forward to working with your team on the update.


Sincerely,



Michael Jamison, Chairman


cc: 
Jeremy Criss, Director, Office of Agriculture



Darcey Buckley, Department of Transportation



Dale Tibbitts, Special Assistant to the County Executive



Doug Lechlider, Chair, Agricultural Advisory Committee



Mike Scheffel, Office of Agriculture


Office of Agricultural Services

18410 Muncaster Road  (  Derwood, Maryland  20855  (  301/590-2823, FAX 301/590-2839

Office of Agricultural Services

18410 Muncaster Road  (  Derwood, Maryland  20855  (  301/590-2823, FAX 301/590-2839






AGRICULTURAL PRESERVATION ADVISORY BOARD



AGRICULTURAL PRESERVATION ADVISORY BOARD




November 9, 2022

The Honorable Jeffrey Zyontz, Chair

The Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission

2425 Reedie Drive

Wheaton, MD 20902

Re: Rustic Road Advisory Committee Proposed Amendments to the Rustic Roads Functional Master Plan – Committee membership make up and income requirements

Dear Council President Albornoz and Chair Hucker,


The Montgomery County Agricultural Preservation Advisory Board – APAB is providing its comments on the above listed legislation.

The agricultural community continues to see the deemphasis of farming in the County. The Rustic Roads Advisory Committee (RRAC) has proposed amendments to remove the 50% income requirement of owner-operators of commercial farmland to come from farming. Once again, the concern of farmers is ignored from the RRAC. The agricultural community is tightly knit, and the farmers know who has applied for committee positions. Bona-fide farmers applied for positions on the Rustic Roads Advisory Committee and were not selected. 

The farmers who applied for the committee met the income requirements and have served on other County committees. They have a unique perspective on farming in Montgomery County and how their operations are affected by rustic roads. 


The RRAC must represent the concerns of the agricultural community as most of the rustic roads are in the Agricultural Reserve. If this committee wants buy in from the farmers, don’t waive the income requirement. If the income requirement is waived, the farmers will feel once again this program is not designed to help but to hinder their industry. Proponents of these proposals say the committee has too much work to do with the current membership level and more members are needed. If this is true, why is the RRAC also recommending 19 new roads to be designated as rustic?

The APAB asks the Planning Board to maintain the current number of RRAC members as well as the income requirement for farmer members and not add additional roads as rustic.

Sincerely,




Michael Jamison, Chairman


cc: 
Marc Elrich, County Executive


Jeremy Criss, Director, Office of Agriculture

Office of Agricultural Services

18410 Muncaster Road  (  Derwood, Maryland  20855  (  301/590-2823, FAX 301/590-2839

Office of Agricultural Services

18410 Muncaster Road  (  Derwood, Maryland  20855  (  301/590-2823, FAX 301/590-2839





 
AGRICULTURAL PRESERVATION ADVISORY BOARD 

 
 

Off ice of  Agricultural  Services 
18410  Muncas ter  Road   ∙   D erwood,  M ary land  20855   ∙   301/590-2823,  FAX  301/590 -2839  

 

March 10, 2022 
 
Mr. Roberto Duke, Mr. Jamey Pratt, Mr. Patrick Butler 
The Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission 
2425 Reedie Drive 
Wheaton, MD 20902 
 
  Re:  Rustic Roads Functional Master Plan Update 
 
Dear M-NCPPC Staff, 
 
The Montgomery County Agricultural Preservation Advisory Board discussed the Rustic Roads 
Functional Master Plan update during its March 2022 meeting and writes to provide comment to staff 
about the update. 
 
The agricultural community appreciates the rural backroads of the Ag Reserve. They feel like home for 
the farmers and visitors of the County. However, they create challenges for farmers who rely on the roads 
to conduct the business of farming, the primary and preferred land use of the Ag Reserve, where the 
majority of the rustic roads are located. 
 
The challenges to farmers created by implementation of the functional master plan include lack of tree 
trimming, unsafe road conditions, and no or very little shoulder area, all of which combine to make 
moving farm equipment and tractor trailers dangerous. Commodity farming is the largest land use in the 
Ag Reserve. Modern farm equipment is large and expensive. Tree branches from low-hanging trees and 
brush that encroaches on the roads damage farm equipment and limit sight distances.  
 
The lack of maintenance surrounding the rustic roads creates challenges for the safe movement of school 
buses and emergency services equipment. If a bus or fire engine encounters a tractor or combine harvester 
on a rustic road neither vehicle can proceed without one backing up an creating an opportunity to pass 
 
Other operations in the Ag Reserve are similarly impacted.  Deliveries of Leaf-gro from the Dickerson 
compost facility to small scale tabletop producers encounter the same challenges on the rustic roads. 
Increased traffic from an expanding agritourism sector exacerbates an already stressed road network and 
creates additional safety hazards for farmers, residents, and visitors alike. If businesses cannot get 
customers to their doors, the agricultural economy will suffer. 
 
For these reasons, the implementation of the Rustic Roads Functional Master Plan is a significant 
challenge to the County’s agricultural community. The Board believes there can be compromise in how 
the rustic roads are maintained without jeopardizing their rural character.  This compromise is codified in 
the executive regulations governing the Rustic Roads Program, which provide that designated rustic roads 
must receive the level of maintenance necessary to “allow for safe travel by motorized vehicles, and 
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agricultural equipment,” and that maintenance be “provided at a level no lower than existed at the time of 
designation, while still preserving the rustic qualities of the road.”  COMCOR Chapter 49.79.01.04. 
 
Famers rely on the network of roads both rustic and non-rustic to move their product and to bring in 
customers. The Board believes a renewed effort to keep the rustic roads maintained in a safe manner for 
the passage of farm equipment should be a priority for the Rustic Roads Functional Master Plan Update. 
The Board recommends that no more roads be designated as rustic or exceptionally rustic until which 
time the currently designated rustic and exceptionally rustic roads are maintained in a manner that will 
allow the safe passage of agricultural equipment and motorized vehicles. 
 
We look forward to working with your team on the update. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Michael Jamison, Chairman 
 
cc:  Jeremy Criss, Director, Office of Agriculture 
 Darcey Buckley, Department of Transportation 
 Dale Tibbitts, Special Assistant to the County Executive 
 Doug Lechlider, Chair, Agricultural Advisory Committee 
 Mike Scheffel, Office of Agriculture 
  



 

 

 



From: Scheffel, Mike
To: MCP-Chair
Cc: jeremy.criss@montgomerycountymd.gov; Butler, Patrick; Pratt, Jamey; Duke, Roberto; Zeigler, Donnell; Beall, Mark
Subject: RE: Montgomery Agricultural Preservation Advisory Board Testimony re: RRFMP Update Public Hearing November 17,

2022 item 7
Date: Wednesday, November 9, 2022 3:09:51 PM
Attachments: APAB letter_RRFMP_update_RRAC_proposals .doc

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] Exercise caution when opening attachments, clicking links, or
responding.

Good afternoon,
 
Please use this version of the letter from the APAB for the testimony.
I apologize for the confusion.
 
Respectfully,
 
Mike
 
Mike Scheffel
Office of Agricultural Services, Agricultural Land Preservation Program Administrator
18410 Muncaster Road
Derwood, Maryland  20855
301-590-2856 (Office)
443-487-2971 (Cell)
mike.scheffel@montgomerycountymd.gov
http://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/agservices
CONNECT WITH The Office of Agriculture
Montgomery County Ag Reserve
93,000 acres

Please take a moment to answer this quick satisfaction survey about our interaction today:
https://forms.gle/yXhnxpQLtHgFPtBX6
 

From: Scheffel, Mike <Mike.Scheffel@montgomerycountymd.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, November 9, 2022 11:40 AM
To: mcp-chair@mncppc-mc.org
Cc: Criss, Jeremy <Jeremy.Criss@montgomerycountymd.gov>; Butler, Patrick
<patrick.butler@montgomeryplanning.org>; Pratt, Jamey <jamey.pratt@montgomeryplanning.org>; Duke,
Roberto <Roberto.Duke@montgomeryplanning.org>; Zeigler, Donnell
<donnell.zeigler@montgomeryplanning.org>; Beall, Mark <mark.beall@montgomeryplanning.org>
Subject: Montgomery Agricultural Preservation Advisory Board Testimony re: RRFMP Update Public
Hearing November 17, 2022 item 7
 
Good morning,
 
Please accept these two attachments as testimony from the Montgomery Ag Preservation Advisory Board
for the November 17, 2022, public hearing on the RRFMP update.
 
Thank you,
 

mailto:Mike.Scheffel@montgomerycountymd.gov
mailto:mcp-chair@mncppc-mc.org
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=userce37b342
mailto:Patrick.Butler@montgomeryplanning.org
mailto:Jamey.Pratt@montgomeryplanning.org
mailto:Roberto.Duke@montgomeryplanning.org
mailto:Donnell.Zeigler@montgomeryplanning.org
mailto:Mark.Beall@montgomeryplanning.org
mailto:jeremy.criss@montgomerycountymd.gov
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.montgomerycountymd.gov%2Fagservices&data=05%7C01%7Cmcp-chair%40mncppc-mc.org%7C1578acf5877c413386d108dac28e1261%7Ca9061e0c24ca4c1cbeff039bb8c05816%7C0%7C0%7C638036213903339347%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1S2UR2KxhHg%2FCDFc%2F5xSKea1f%2F5MBGtneEsthTplr6c%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.gle%2FyXhnxpQLtHgFPtBX6&data=05%7C01%7Cmcp-chair%40mncppc-mc.org%7C1578acf5877c413386d108dac28e1261%7Ca9061e0c24ca4c1cbeff039bb8c05816%7C0%7C0%7C638036213903339347%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BnLOA1nfVEqAm8qm%2BnUlnwDd64c8iNMtMag8e4kv8MQ%3D&reserved=0
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November 9, 2022

The Honorable Jeffrey Zyontz, Chair

The Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission

2425 Reedie Drive

Wheaton, MD 20902

Re: Rustic Road Advisory Committee Proposed Amendments to the Rustic Roads Functional Master Plan – Committee membership make up and income requirements

Dear Mr. Zyontz,

The Montgomery County Agricultural Preservation Advisory Board – APAB is providing its comments on the above listed legislation.

The agricultural community continues to see the deemphasis of farming in the County. The Rustic Roads Advisory Committee (RRAC) has proposed amendments to remove the 50% income requirement of owner-operators of commercial farmland to come from farming. Once again, the concern of farmers is ignored from the RRAC. The agricultural community is tightly knit, and the farmers know who has applied for committee positions. Bona-fide farmers applied for positions on the Rustic Roads Advisory Committee and were not selected. 

The farmers who applied for the committee met the income requirements and have served on other County committees. They have a unique perspective on farming in Montgomery County and how their operations are affected by rustic roads. 


The RRAC must represent the concerns of the agricultural community as most of the rustic roads are in the Agricultural Reserve. If this committee wants buy in from the farmers, don’t waive the income requirement. If the income requirement is waived, the farmers will feel once again this program is not designed to help but to hinder their industry. Proponents of these proposals say the committee has too much work to do with the current membership level and more members are needed. If this is true, why is the RRAC also recommending 19 new roads to be designated as rustic?

The APAB asks the Planning Board to maintain the current number of RRAC members as well as the income requirement for farmer members and not add additional roads as rustic.

Sincerely,




Michael Jamison, Chairman


cc: 
Marc Elrich, County Executive


Jeremy Criss, Director, Office of Agriculture

Office of Agricultural Services

18410 Muncaster Road  (  Derwood, Maryland  20855  (  301/590-2823, FAX 301/590-2839

Office of Agricultural Services
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Mike
 
 
 
Mike Scheffel
Office of Agricultural Services, Agricultural Land Preservation Program Administrator
18410 Muncaster Road
Derwood, Maryland  20855
301-590-2856 (Office)
443-487-2971 (Cell)
mike.scheffel@montgomerycountymd.gov
http://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/agservices
CONNECT WITH The Office of Agriculture
Montgomery County Ag Reserve
93,000 acres

 

For more helpful Cybersecurity Resources, visit:
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/cybersecurity
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November 9, 2022 
 
 
The Honorable Jeffrey Zyontz, Chair 
The Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission 
2425 Reedie Drive 
Wheaton, MD 20902 
 
Re: Rustic Road Advisory Committee Proposed Amendments to the Rustic Roads Functional Master Plan 
– Committee membership make up and income requirements 
 
Dear Mr. Zyontz, 
 
The Montgomery County Agricultural Preservation Advisory Board – APAB is providing its comments 
on the above listed legislation. 
 
The agricultural community continues to see the deemphasis of farming in the County. The Rustic Roads 
Advisory Committee (RRAC) has proposed amendments to remove the 50% income requirement of 
owner-operators of commercial farmland to come from farming. Once again, the concern of farmers is 
ignored from the RRAC. The agricultural community is tightly knit, and the farmers know who has 
applied for committee positions. Bona-fide farmers applied for positions on the Rustic Roads Advisory 
Committee and were not selected.  
 
The farmers who applied for the committee met the income requirements and have served on other 
County committees. They have a unique perspective on farming in Montgomery County and how their 
operations are affected by rustic roads.  
 
The RRAC must represent the concerns of the agricultural community as most of the rustic roads are in 
the Agricultural Reserve. If this committee wants buy in from the farmers, don’t waive the income 
requirement. If the income requirement is waived, the farmers will feel once again this program is not 
designed to help but to hinder their industry. Proponents of these proposals say the committee has too 
much work to do with the current membership level and more members are needed. If this is true, why is 
the RRAC also recommending 19 new roads to be designated as rustic? 
 
The APAB asks the Planning Board to maintain the current number of RRAC members as well as the 
income requirement for farmer members and not add additional roads as rustic. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Michael Jamison, Chairman 

cc:  Marc Elrich, County Executive 
Jeremy Criss, Director, Office of Agriculture 



From: indhupriya@gmail.com
To: MCP-Chair
Subject: Rustic Roads Functional Master Plan
Date: Thursday, November 10, 2022 12:09:23 PM

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] Exercise caution when opening attachments, clicking links, or
responding.

 Hello,
 
 
I run Amaranth Acres, a small farm in Dickerson and we grow primarily South Asian vegetables for a 40
member CSA. We grow vegetables sustainably without using any kinds of chemicals.
We also have chickens for eggs and goats for meat.
 
I am writing to you to show strong support for keeping W. Harris Road as a rural rustic gravel road. There
are very few rural rustic roads that are as appealing with trees lining the road and  native plants planted
on the sides
 
The first thing people notice is how appealing, quietly beautiful the  road is. It is like an advertisement for
why there should be more trees along roads. When walking on the road, it feels a good 10 degrees cooler
than the actual temperature.
 
Please keep the Rustic Roads Program in place and if possible encourage planting of  more trees and
native plants along these roads. They are truly an assent to the county.
 
Thanks
Indhu Balasubramaniam
22814 W. Harris Rd.
Dickerson, MD 20842
 

mailto:indhupriya@gmail.com
mailto:mcp-chair@mncppc-mc.org


From: SAMANTHA BAKER
To: MCP-Chair
Subject: Rustic roads
Date: Thursday, November 10, 2022 6:16:25 PM

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] Exercise caution when opening attachments, clicking links, or
responding.

Good afternoon,
My name is Robert Baker and I am writing to express support of Montgomery
county’s Rustic Road program. 
Our family farms Deere Valley Farm in Dickerson, Maryland. Deere Valley Farm
raises beef cows and grows grain and hay spread across 2500 acres most of which is
located in the Ag preserve of Montgomery county. My sons are the fifth generation to
farm the land that is adjacent to Mouth of Monocacy Road, which is designated as a
rustic road. We engage in agricultural business with many other farmers, land owners
and family members along this stretch of road as well as other connecting Rustic
Roads. Mouth of Monocacy road provides a scenic perimeter to the boundary of our
farm.  We adopted a portion of this road through the county Adopt-A-road program
and take pride in its up keep. We would like to see the Rustic Roads continue to be
maintained throughout the county. 
Thank you

22919 Dickerson Rd
Dickerson MD 20842

mailto:rpslbaker@aol.com
mailto:mcp-chair@mncppc-mc.org


From: Buckley, Darcy B.
To: MCP-Chair
Subject: Rustic Roads Advisory Committee
Date: Friday, November 11, 2022 5:43:40 PM

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] Exercise caution when opening attachments, clicking links, or
responding.

I’m sending links to two videos at the request of the Rustic Roads Advisory Committee.
Please see below -

Every Road has a Story https://youtu.be/e1gc4F3LNmM
Heritage Montgomery: Rustic Roads https://youtu.be/fjAWGz1GGoQ

Thanks,
Darcy

Darcy Buckley
Rustic Roads Advisory Committee, Staff Coordinator
Department of Transportation
Darcy.Buckley@montgomerycountymd.gov

For more helpful Cybersecurity Resources, visit:
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/cybersecurity
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From: Anne Sturm
To: MCP-Chair
Subject: The bluebird of happiness loves MoCo Rustic Roads
Date: Sunday, November 13, 2022 6:22:12 AM

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] Exercise caution when opening attachments, clicking links, or
responding.

Dear MCP-Chair and Council,

In 1968, I moved to what is now the MoCo Ag. Reserve
and started my farm life on PeachTree RD.  During the
first Earth Day, I decided I would try to help the Eastern
Bluebird survive by putting up nest boxes.  All of my  "
nest box trail" back then was put on what is today a
treasured Rustic Road:  PeachTree Rd, Harris Rd.,
Comus Rd. and White's Store Rd.  Thankfully, the nest
box trail was a success.  But, the main reason
it is still a success is because of the MoCo Rustic Roads
Plan.  Now when I drive all the Rustic Roads in my area,
there are Eastern Bluebirds and other bird species in
abundance.  

One of my favorite Rustic Roads is Martinsburg RD. as
you can drive along that road and see Eastern Bluebirds,
Tree Swallows, Barn Swallows, Eagles and Turkeys from
the comfort of your car.  It doesn't get any better than
that for an eighty year old birder.

I have attached a picture of a pair of Eastern Bluebirds in
case you have never had the pleasure of " being with
them".  Please know you have an open invitation to
contact me and I will be so happy to take you with me to

mailto:annets1@aol.com
mailto:mcp-chair@mncppc-mc.org


have the experience of monitoring a nest box trail.

Please keep the beauty, diversity and " healing power" of
our Rustic Roads by passing the updated Rustic Roads
Functional Master Plan.

I wish you all the best on the Planning Board.  May you
be wise and think in terms of seven generations and
more.

With appreciation for your time and consideration.

Anne Sturm
P.O. Box 
Barnesvillle, MD. 20838



 



From: Jessica Hirschhorn
To: MCP-Chair
Cc: Jessica Hirschhorn
Subject: The RUSTIC roads of the Agricultural Reserve of MoCo
Date: Sunday, November 13, 2022 5:15:11 PM

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] Exercise caution when opening attachments, clicking links, or
responding.

To the Chairman and the Planning Board of MoCo, 

I am a Montgomery County Resident of 30 years, a retired orthopaedic surgeon, and
an avid cyclist. 

On the day I retired, I joined FIVE cycling groups.  I ride 7000-8000 miles a year,
many of them in our local TREASURE, the Ag Reserve. 

I discovered the Ag Reserve right after retiring, and have spend countless hours (and
miles) on the simply stunning and important Rustic Roads. 

The farms are productive, active and pastoral. 

The routes are beautiful every week of the year.   Love last weeks ride?  The same
ride this week will look different, as the crops as well as woods go through their
growth and death cycles. 

I love the winter corn and bare fields as much as the full, tall green corn fields of
August. 

The historic stone fence on Martinsburg Road , with the three roads meeting at
Washle, is especially lovely. 

Outdoor activities and cycling are part of the amazing resources of our county.   

The cycling community appreciates all of the local businesses in the Ag Reserve, and
we frequent them for lunch and any needed supplies. 

We are also all aware that the food on our tables comes from farmers and farms, who
are incredibly important and to be supported. 

I am happy to pay MD state taxes to keep this amazing gem pristene and intact.  We
love our local farmers and we love our rustic roads. 

Please help to make sure that the Ag Reserve remains intact for the future

mailto:hirhoward@yahoo.com
mailto:mcp-chair@mncppc-mc.org
mailto:hirhoward@yahoo.com


generations. 

Please enjoy this short video taken from our 62 mile bike ride in the Reserve.  

Relive 'Ride for the Reserve: Metric �'

Regards, 

Jessica Hirschhorn, MD
hirhoward@yahoo.com

The above may be used/shown in a public forum. 

Relive 'Ride for the Reserve: Metric �'
View my ride: Ride for the Reserve: Metric �
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https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.relive.cc%2Fview%2FvMv8VRRedP6&data=05%7C01%7CMCP-Chair%40mncppc-mc.org%7C7b30467c5cb3479bb30608dac5c47e0b%7Ca9061e0c24ca4c1cbeff039bb8c05816%7C0%7C0%7C638039745104505903%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4dZ3iH3mtejmV3zIg5TidQcssBCxg5HB0XFpKWcO9Iw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.relive.cc%2Fview%2FvMv8VRRedP6&data=05%7C01%7CMCP-Chair%40mncppc-mc.org%7C7b30467c5cb3479bb30608dac5c47e0b%7Ca9061e0c24ca4c1cbeff039bb8c05816%7C0%7C0%7C638039745104505903%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4dZ3iH3mtejmV3zIg5TidQcssBCxg5HB0XFpKWcO9Iw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.relive.cc%2Fview%2FvMv8VRRedP6&data=05%7C01%7CMCP-Chair%40mncppc-mc.org%7C7b30467c5cb3479bb30608dac5c47e0b%7Ca9061e0c24ca4c1cbeff039bb8c05816%7C0%7C0%7C638039745104505903%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4dZ3iH3mtejmV3zIg5TidQcssBCxg5HB0XFpKWcO9Iw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.relive.cc%2Fview%2FvMv8VRRedP6&data=05%7C01%7CMCP-Chair%40mncppc-mc.org%7C7b30467c5cb3479bb30608dac5c47e0b%7Ca9061e0c24ca4c1cbeff039bb8c05816%7C0%7C0%7C638039745104505903%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4dZ3iH3mtejmV3zIg5TidQcssBCxg5HB0XFpKWcO9Iw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.relive.cc%2Fview%2FvMv8VRRedP6&data=05%7C01%7CMCP-Chair%40mncppc-mc.org%7C7b30467c5cb3479bb30608dac5c47e0b%7Ca9061e0c24ca4c1cbeff039bb8c05816%7C0%7C0%7C638039745104505903%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4dZ3iH3mtejmV3zIg5TidQcssBCxg5HB0XFpKWcO9Iw%3D&reserved=0


From: Thomas Isidean
To: MCP-Chair
Subject: Rustic Roads Public Hearing
Date: Sunday, November 13, 2022 7:22:24 PM

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] Exercise caution when opening attachments, clicking links, or
responding.

To whom it may concern,

I enjoy bicycling on the beautiful, scenic, lightly travelled roads around Sugarloaf Mountain. I
visit restaurants, stores and bring ecotourism dollars to the area because of these roads. These
roads are historic and unique, as are the bridges, structures and landscapes along them. They
are narrow, slow, and safe, leading to places of wonder--to views of Sugarloaf Mountain, to
historic communities, both Black and White, past a one-room schoolhouse, a favorite barn or a
row of 100-year old cedar trees. 

These historic, scenic roads are valuable and irreplaceable, that they are integral to our
working landscapes, rural areas and villages, and the functioning of the Agricultural Reserve.
They strengthen our rural businesses including our farms, markets, orchards, stables, wineries,
breweries and art studios along them. These roads are safely shared by all users, and their
narrow pavements protect the water quality in our streams and reservoirs. Heritage tourism
along these roads is an enormous economic asset for our rural economy. There are few roads
which are safely shared by cars, cyclists, and pedestrians. The main reasons I regularly visit
the area are: safety, and the beautiful natural scenery. Please help preserve these irreplaceable
heritage roads. 

Thank you,

Thomas Isidean
202-597-9451
tisidean@gmail.com
Washington, DC

mailto:tisidean@gmail.com
mailto:mcp-chair@mncppc-mc.org
mailto:tisidean@gmail.com


From: Ellen Gordon
To: MCP-Chair
Subject: Rustic Roads Functional Masterplan
Date: Monday, November 14, 2022 9:22:24 AM

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] Exercise caution when opening attachments, clicking links, or
responding.

To Planning Board:
 
Many of us out here in the Agricultural Reserve deeply appreciate our country roads. I have
a horse farm just off Comus Road and I use that rustic road for my horse trailer and for
other farm related activities like hay delivery and feed pick-up. 
 
I appreciate that the road is narrow and shady and I enjoy its broad curves, which slow
drivers down so that they can appreciate the farming vistas. I do see large farm tractors
and trailers loaded with grain successfully navigating Comus Rd. I was a member of two
agritourism advisory committees organized by Montgomery County’s Office of Agriculture,
so I am quite familiar with the growing attraction and profits to farmers of agritourism
activities—and if we turn our rustic roads into wide, straight runways, we lose an important
part of the country charm that visitors to the Reserve are seeking.
 
Thank you,
 Ellen Gordon

ellen@gordonballard.com

301-814-1975

17401 Ryefield Ct

Dickerson, MD 20842

mailto:ellen@gordonballard.com
mailto:mcp-chair@mncppc-mc.org
mailto:ellen@gordonballard.com


From: Peter Coan
To: MCP-Chair
Subject: Rustic roads: Second submission with my mailing address--thank you.
Date: Monday, November 14, 2022 10:26:08 AM

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] Exercise caution when opening attachments, clicking links, or responding.

Hello!

I am an avid cyclist, and I am writing to tell you how special many of the roads in and around the Poolesville area
are to me.  Ever since I moved to Washington D.C. in 1987, I have regularly ridden out into Montgomery
County, and have always realized what an incredible resource many of the roads are for recreational use. Just this
past Saturday I rode from D.C. to Poolesville with friends, and was impressed to see several much larger groups of
cyclists all doing the same thing: soaking up the beautiful weather on one of the last warm days of the year. Many of
the wonderful roads of Montgomery County and the Ag. Reserve are  intimately familiar to me and the cycling
community in general. Wasche Road, Peach Tree Road, Willard and Hughes Roads, Sugarland and Big Woods
Roads are just a few of the roads we regularly include in our route planning. I hope you continue to excel at
maintaining these roads for the benefit of residents and cyclists alike.

Thank you,
Peter Coan
3231 Worthington St. NW
Washington, D.C. 20015

mailto:peter.coan@verizon.net
mailto:mcp-chair@mncppc-mc.org


From: Doug Lechlider
To: MCP-Chair
Subject: RR Master Plan updat.
Date: Monday, November 14, 2022 12:37:42 PM
Attachments: Rustic Roads Letter.pdf

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] Exercise caution when opening attachments, clicking links, or
responding.

Mr Jeff Zyontz,
I hope you are doing well.
Please accept the attached comments on the Rustic Roads Master Plan update.
Thanks,
 
Doug Lechlider
Laytonsville Landscaping, Inc.
301-253-6081
 

mailto:doug@laytonsvillelandscaping.com
mailto:mcp-chair@mncppc-mc.org















From: Carol L.
To: MCP-Chair
Subject: Testimony for 11/17/2022 Planning Board meeting on the Rustic Roads Functional Master Plan Update.
Date: Monday, November 14, 2022 3:32:55 PM

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] Exercise caution when opening attachments, clicking links, or
responding.
To: mcp-chair@mncppc-mc.org 
 
Date: November 14, 2022 
 
From: Carol Linden 
           9300 Corsica Dr. 
           Bethesda, MD 20814 
           Email: cdlinden@hotmail.com 
 
Subject: November 17, 2022 Planning Board meeting on the Rustic Roads Functional
Master Plan Update.  
 
As a resident of Montgomery County for 30 years, and as an avid bicyclist who rides
approximately 5000 miles a year, much of them on the rustic roads of the
Montgomery County Agricultural Reserve, I am writing to express my strong support
for the continued protection and preservation of the designated Rustic Roads and
Exceptional Rustic Roads in the update of the master plan. These roads are all
indeed exceptional, providing an escape to rural and agricultural areas just a few
dozen miles from Washington, DC and other nearby urbanized areas. I have brought
many newcomers to cycle on these roads, and they are astounded that this resource
is so close and available. These roads are famous far beyond the borders of
Montgomery County. 
 
The rustic roads wind through historically significant areas, particularly of late
19th and early 20th century settlements of free Black citizens. They provide access to
farms and their produce, local restaurants and businesses, as well as to many farm
breweries, wineries, and cideries, all of which attract both cyclists as well as regular
visitors and patrons to the area. It is essential to continue to strongly support the
Agricultural Reserve of Montgomery County, and the rural and rustic roads that lie
therein, for the preservation of our overall environment and for the health and
enjoyment of our citizens and visitors. 
 
Below I’ve listed just a few of the roads that I (and my friends) ride very regularly, and
annotated them with some comments: 
 
Big Woods Road – rustic, rural, largely undeveloped.  A peaceful refuge! 
Cattail Road – good vistas of some nice farms. 
Club Hollow Road – gorgeous fields and farms! 
Comus Road – lots of ups and downs with beautiful views, especially near Sugarloaf Mountain/ 
Edwards Ferry Road – rustic, rural, peaceful 

mailto:cdlinden@hotmail.com
mailto:mcp-chair@mncppc-mc.org
mailto:mcp-chair@mncppc-mc.org
mailto:cdlinden@hotmail.com


Elmer School Road – some peaceful farms, fields and woods 
Hughes Road – connection to Poolesville, takes you through historic settlement areas 
Jerusalem Road – very historic 
Martinsburg Road (one lane cement - very rare) – an old farm to market road – priceless! 
Mount Ephraim Road  – lots of farmland and great views, especially of Sugarloaf Mountain 
Old Bucklodge Lane -  beautiful barn vista, as well as farm fields 
Peach Tree Road – a largely wooded refuge and accesses two great orchards 
Schaeffer Road – accesses the wonderful South Germantown Recreational Park 
Sugarland Road (one lane cement - very rare) – another farm to market historical road 
Wasche Road – rustic, rural, wooded 
West Willard Road – a calming rustic country road 
Westerly Road – rolling farmland as far as one can see 
White Ground Road – very rustic 
Whites Store Road – great farmland and lots of deer 
 
 



From: Lori Larson
To: MCP-Chair
Subject: Presentation
Date: Tuesday, November 15, 2022 8:05:30 AM
Attachments: Rustic Roads_11_9_2022.pdf

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] Exercise caution when opening attachments, clicking links, or
responding.

Attached is information supplemental to my testimony for the November 17, 2022 public hearing,
Item 7, Rustic Road Functional Master Plan Update.
 
Thank you.
 
Lori Larson
9741 Corral Drive
Potomac, MD  20854
 
 

mailto:Lori@wyndham-oaks.com
mailto:mcp-chair@mncppc-mc.org



Rustic Roads


From the Eyes of the Farmer







Driver Safety







Water runs onto the road because of
lack of maintenance of the roadside
ditches or worse no ditches. This is a
dangerous situation which can lead to
sliding on ice or hydroplaning on water.
It is also destructive to the roadway itself
as winter freezing breaks up the road
surface.


White Ground RoadWasche Road River Road


River Road


Photos by Linda Lewis 
and Eric Spates







River Road
Photos by Linda 


Lewis


• Rural and rustic roads may 
seem nice on paper for those 
that take a Sunday stroll 
through the countryside or 
come out from the city for a 
bike ride. To live and work on 
these roads is another matter. 
The basic purpose of a road is 
to transport people and goods 
to a destination with ease and 
safety. Our rustic roads do not 
meet this basic test.


• ---Patrick Jamison







Moore Road
Photos by Lori 
Larson







Equipment Safety







West Willard Road
Photos by Michael 
Jamison







Mt Nebo Road
Photos by Michael 
Jamison







Mt Ephraim Road
Photos By Michael 
Jamison







Rocky Road
Photo by Paula 
Linthicum







Sugarland 
Road
Photos by 
Robert Butz







Wildcat Road
Photos by Wade 
Butler


• This woman and small child barely 
escaped injury after a bee flew into their 
car.
Intersection of Davis Mill and Wildcat.


• These Porta pots almost made it into 
Wildcat branch after dodging a car in the 
middle of Wildcat rd. 


• This dump truck was parked fully on 
Wildcat road with no lights on, after sun 
set in December.
My mother not expecting anything parked 
in the road, ran into the back of this truck 
the day before her 90th birthday, on her 
way to my sister's house for dinner.
Miraculously she made it out of the 
hospital the next day in time for her 
birthday celebration.


• After little or no maintenance, this 
roughly 700’ section of Wildcat rd. cost 
the county several million dollars and an 
extended road closure that impacted both 
Butlers and Waters Orchards during our 
harvest season.







Combine 
Travels
Photos by 
Linda Lewis







Combine 
Travels


Photos by 
Linda Lewis







Farmer Testimonials







Farmer Testimonials
          March 14, 2022  
Assessment of Rural and Rustic Roads 
 
Rural and rustic roads may seem nice on paper for those that take a Sunday stroll through the 
countryside or come out from the city for a bike ride. To live and work on these roads is another matter. 
The basic purpose of a road is to transport people and goods to a destination with ease and safety. With 
this in mind many of our rustic roads do not meet this basic test. 
 
Here are a few examples. Areas that do not have annual ditch maintenance will flood during rain events 
in the spring and summer and then freeze over in the winter causing very hazardous conditions. Lack of 
tree trimming is also a problem. There are several intersections where it is difficult to see oncoming 
traffic and in many cases you cannot see until your vehicle is halfway in the road and by then it is hard to 
avoid an accident. Tree branches can hang out in the road far enough to hit a truck mirror let alone farm 
machinery. I live on Cattail road where on several occasions I have seen pickup trucks with their mirrors 
folded in for this very reason. On areas of Cattail, and many rustic roads, a school bus and pickup truck 
cannot pass on another without one having to yield and move off the road because the road is too 
narrow or overgrown brush. Another issue are the small narrow bridges that are existing and the ones 
that are rebuilt or replaced. We haul grain from the fields and pay attention to bridge weight limits. 
Some bridges have a weight limit that won’t support a fire truck or school bus. If they are that bad they 
should be condemned and replaced. All of this in my opinion is unacceptable. 
I noticed Rt.117 is going to be considered for Rustic designation. This is a state road that is also a snow 
emergency route. It has no business as rural and rustic. The most redeeming aspect of rt 117, according 
to park and plannings website, is the dangerous one lane bridge at white store road. This bridge should 
have been condemned years ago and replaced, yet rural and rustic thinks it deserves preservation. This 
is the disconnect between people that live and work here and those that do not. 
 
Rustic roads are not on a park trail or small housing community. We use them for commute of our 
families and commerce. They are funded with our tax dollars to be purposefully neglected. In Poolesville 
we refer to them as Ruined roads, not rustic. All of this can be avoided with improved maintenance. Our 
roads do not have to be dangerous and obsolete to preserve rural character. The rural character is not 
derived from the blacktop and brush but from the sustainability and progress of the farms and ranches 
on either side. 
 
 
 
          Patrick Jamison 
 
 







Farmer Testimonials


My involvement with rustic roads is primarily with Howard Chapel Rd, a narrow poorly maintained 
route. 
 
  Observations 
 
The road has become a busy commuter route, particularly in the morning, when backups are common. 
Accidents are common at the intersection with Damascus Rd. I have passed as many as 13 cars between 
Damascus Rd and our barn entrance, just two tenths of a mile. 
 
 As a popular bicycle route with its blind corners and no shoulder it is only a matter of time until there is 
a bad accident. 
Water covers the south end of the road adjacent to our property with any heavy rain. 
Some much needed repairs were done in the area near the bridge in 2021 but the rest of the road was 
ignored. 
 
   Robert Butts 
 Waredaca Farm 
 







Farmer Testimonials
I have lived on a Rustic Road my entire life. Here are some problems that have arisen because of rustic 


roads and the increased population in the up-county. The roads aren’t wide enough, the tree canopy isn’t 


high enough, the shoulders of the road aren’t clear enough. the roads are rough with potholes. 


 


 


The following are some of the things I remember happened on RUSTIC ROADS, 


1. Meeting firetruck and having to go into the bush and scraping my car to get out of the way 


2. Moving equipment and meet a vehicle that wouldn’t give you the right of way,  the vehicle 


scraped down your piece of equipment. 


3. Meeting a truck and both mirrors hit and break 


4. Having your child on a school bus it breaks a bus mirror and your child asks the policeman what 


took so long he was stuck on the bus 


5. Being on River Road when a reported plane went down and you couldn’t get around the 


emergency vehicles to open the gates for them. 


6. Having a box trailer’s roof corner was damaged by a tree 


7. Replacing row markers on no-till and corn planters. 


8. The DUST making your crop unsellable 


9. Picking up sticks/branches after a combine goes down your road. 


10. A suburban hit a ditch near my home, blowing out tire and ruining two rims. 


11. Hauling a Sweet Corn with a truck and trailer and following a bike rider/s knowing I couldn’t 


pass because the road was safe and wide enough. Having another driver try to pass us almost get 


hit head-on. 


 


Sincerely, 
 


Linda Lewis 


Lewis Orchards 


18901 Peach Tree Rd 


Dickerson, MD 20842 


 







Farmer Testimonial
Tim McGrath







Farmer Testimonial 
Lonnie Luther


• My greatest fear of Rustic Roads (RR) is the risk of a tree falling on a passing car or truck or tractor 
and killing someone. There are hundreds of dead trees that I see every day as I travel the back roads 
of Damascus, including Clarksburg road which is a major thoroughfare, not RR. My granddaughter 
Abby (age 14) lost a classmate when a tree fell on her and her father on a road in Loudon County. It is 
one thing to watch for falling trees, something different to watch the tree fall on me or one of my family, 
friends, or neighbors. This is a preventable accident - but begs for a master plan from DOT to control 
(remove) tree hazards along all county roads. Even large limbs could and do kill innocent people.


• I have been watching a 24-30 inch wide tree along Clarksburg Road that is leaning more and more 
over the roadway each week and will without question fall within a few weeks or months. Lord help 
who ever happens to be beneath it when it falls.







Patrick Jamison


• Assessment of Rural and Rustic Roads


• Rural and rustic roads may seem nice on paper for those that take a Sunday stroll through the countryside or come out from th e 
city for a bike ride. To live and work on these roads is another matter. The basic purpose of a road is to transport people and goods to 
a destination with ease and safety. With this in mind many of our rustic roads do not meet this basic test.


• Here are a few examples. Areas that do not have annual ditch maintenance will flood during rain events in the spring and summer 
and then freeze over in the winter causing very hazardous conditions. Lack of tree trimming is also a problem. There are several
intersections where it is difficult to see oncoming traffic and in many cases you cannot see until your vehicle is halfway in the road 
and by then it is hard to avoid an accident. Tree branches can hang out in the road far enough to hit a truck mirror let alone farm 
machinery. I live on Cattail road where on several occasions I have seen pickup trucks with their mirrors folded in for this very reason. 
On areas of Cattail, and many rustic roads, a school bus and pickup truck cannot pass on another without one having to yield and
move off the road because the road is too narrow or overgrown brush. Another issue are the small narrow bridges that are existing 
and the ones that are rebuilt or replaced. We haul grain from the fields and pay attention to bridge weight limits. Some bridges have a 
weight limit that won’t support a fire truck or school bus. If they are that bad they should be condemned and replaced. All of this in 
my opinion is unacceptable.


• I noticed Rt.117 is going to be considered for Rustic designation. This is a state road that is also a snow emergency route. It has no 
business as rural and rustic. The most redeeming aspect of rt 117, according to park and plannings website, is the dangerous one lane 
bridge at white store road. This bridge should have been condemned years ago and replaced, yet rural and rustic thinks it deserves 
preservation. This is the disconnect between people that live and work here and those that do not.


• Rustic roads are not on a park trail or small housing community. We use them for commute of our families and commerce. They 
are funded with our tax dollars to be purposefully neglected. In Poolesville we refer to them as Ruined roads, not rustic. All of this can 
be avoided with improved maintenance. Our roads do not have to be dangerous and obsolete to preserve rural character. The rural 
character is not derived from the blacktop and brush but from the sustainability and progress of the farms and ranches on either side.







Farmer Testimonial 
Robert Butz


• 1) Tree clearing along Sugarland has been a constant problem although I do note that there has been some clearing recently an d I
think in general tree clearing has improved along the road. Images 3208 and 3209 clearly show obstructions that are encroaching into 
the roadside. Sugarland is already a very narrow road so these encroachments can because a real hazard in the event that two 
vehicles larger than a car meet each other on the road. Image 2824 show damage to our grain truck sustained when hitting a tree 
along Sugarland. This incident costed approximately $3,000 to repair and more impactful than that, placed my truck out of service for 
several days during the busy harvest season. From my perspective any tree clearing guidelines for rural and rustic roads should 
include vertical and horizontal clearing zone calculated to ensure the safe movement of agricultural equipment.


• 2) The condition of roadbed along much of Sugarland Rd is poor. In my opinion the condition of the roadbed creates an 
impediment to the safe transport of goods and equipment. Images 3210 and 3211 clearly show the rough and degraded condition. 
Image 3211in particular shows what can properly be described as a "speed bump" in the middle of the road. I would suspect that to 
some, having rough road conditions and speed bumps may would be potentially beneficial if they slowed travel speeds. However, I 
think it is poorly understood that conditions that simply appear “rough” in a car are potentially unsafe in a tractor hauling equipment. 
Unless one has actual experience driving agricultural equipment on a poorly maintained road it may be hard for them to appreciate 
the difficulty. Additionally, Sugarland Rd is so rough that another farmer who needs to travel on this road to deliver his produce 
related to me that the the condition of the roadbed oftentimes leads to bruised fruit as he attempts to deliver to market.
•
• 3) The combination of the rustic roads designation and the County’s tree law make normal and necessary brush clearing along f ield 
edges very difficult. I have attached a copy of an email thread relating to my request to clear brush along my field edges and direct 
you to the County’s position that literally any woody material larger than a blade of grass is subject to County approval prior to work. 
This is a very difficult requirement for the Farmer to comply with.







Farmer Testimonial
Randy Stabler


• Thanks for reaching out to many of us in the Ag Community on this very important, and tiring, topic of a tool for adequate tr ansportation 
for agriculture. This topic also effects health and safety of anyone who traverses the many Rural and Rustic Roads of this county. I was a 
member and I believe the first chairman of the RRAC and appreciated serving.
• 1) The RRAC has no roll in maintenance and needed improvements to Rural and Rustic Roads. This is a function of MCDOT, there are
adequate executive regulations that address this. Rural and Rustic Roads are the network that services the largest acreage and area of the 
county. MCDOT needs to be able to do their job.


• 2) The RRAC cannot be the dictating force to MNCPPC or MCDOT on the direction of Rural and Rustic Roads. The intent of that 
committee was to be an advisory capacity made up of the stakeholders that this transportation network effected. This committee is not 
operating like this, nor are the parties using the advice, doing so with discretion. The committee make-up is not of such of the area's it 
represents. Your comments represent this, commodity agriculture needs a larger roll.
•
• 3) It is imperative that the Chapter 2 language from the 1996 Rustic Road Master Plan be included. The leadership of MNCPPC and
MCDOT must acknowledge this if they want to insure viable Agriculture as an industry/bossiness in Montgomery County. Without the
transportation network to support agriculture it will not survive. Your illustration was very important. I have to wonder if an economic impact 
equivalent to agriculture (ie; Amazon), would come to Montgomery County , what would be provided in the form of transportation network 
needs?


• 4) The Roadway character additions to the draft, though "flowerily", serve no purpose to the issues of providing adequate and safe 
transportation to a scenic, progressive, business friendly part of the county. The historic character of the Rustic Roads is the direct result of 
agriculture and other business's that occupies the land that is adjacent to these roads. MNCPPC or MCDOT cannot afford to preserve or 
protect these roads and promote the land uses at the same time.


• Rural and Rustic Roads needs a commonsense approach to the complex issues, not a agenda oriented approach. The program is to big, 
along with to many roads to propel this county into the future needs of transportation. The purpose and intent of this program are broke and 
failing. If a Master Plan approach is to continue, than a budget to support it and those it serves needs to be provided, just as bridges and 
other examples in the county.


Thanks,
Randy Stabler







Farmer Testimonial
Michael Jamison


• The Agricultural Reserve in Montgomery County is one of the most cherished pieces of land throughout the county.  It serves as the breadbasket for the county and local regions.  Ancestors on both sides of my family dating back more than five generations have utilized the land 
in this county to support their farming operations.  Today I work alongside my two Brothers, Mother and Father, grain farming and producing turfgrass sod.  What a success story that we can cultivate the same land from generations ago and still maintain a viable agricultural operation 
right here in Montgomery County.  


• Throughout the years there have been county programs that have enabled agriculture to progress with the times to stay viable. Some of these programs have recognized the ever-changing dynamics of agriculture.  Policy or law sometimes must be enacted (or revised) for this 
industry to build and sustain.  There however, have been some regulations and policies that have proven to be an encumbrance to the operations of the agricultural businesses encompassing this county.  Rural Rustic Roads is one of those problematic programs to agriculture.       


• When operating a business that performs ninety-nine percent of its daily operations navigating these rural and rustic roads, two words come to mind: Anxiety and Dangerous.  One reading this would wonder, why anxiety and dangerous?  


• Imagine the farmers seat for a moment.  We operate full-size pick-up trucks, 18-wheelers, and large farm equipment.  Some of that equipment is equal to two 18-wheelers combined in width by thirteen feet tall.  Imagine operating an 18-wheeler that is the approved DOT 
(Department of Transportation) federally legal width of 8’ 6”.  You are travelling down the last few miles of West Willard Ro ad and River Road intersections.  You look in your side mirrors and see the driver side tire is over the center of the yellow line, while your passenger side tires are 
just hanging by a thread on the white line/ditch (because there is no shoulder from white line to the ditch).  As you approac h a school bus coming in the opposite direction, you fear a side swipe collision.  You slightly navigate your truck just inside your yellow lane while your other tire 
rides the white/ditch line.  Then a violent scathing noise from overgrown tree branches slaps the side of your truck accompan ied by an alarming bang with a tree branch shattering your passenger side mirror.  You’re still traveling and look down and see s hattered glass from the side 
mirror covering the cab and your lap.  You come to a stop and realize what just happened.  While frenzied, your relieved.  Relieved that you didn’t hit the oncoming school bus that my kids sometimes travel on.  Relieved that you didn’t lose control while your tire slipped off the thin 
margin of the white line and ditch.  Relieved that no one was riding in the passenger seat that would have obviously sent that person to the hospital.  You travel back to the farm to fix the $200.00 mirror.  Thankfully you have a few on stock in the machine shop because this has 
happened on numerous occasions.  A business owner cannot afford to have their equipment down while tending to their crops and livestock. 


• The farming community and the surrounding community confront circumstances like this on a regular basis.  We have become accu stomed to operating equipment and transporting our goods on the neglected roads throughout the agricultural transportation netwo rk. That is 
why we sometimes must pick and choose what times of the day (i.e., rush hour times) we can and cannot move our farm equipment .  We do not want to risk the safety of ourselves or the surrounding community.  Or why we carry chain saws on our tool trucks in the case a low hanging 
branch.  Some officials in the county have said, we need to call DOT if there is a low hanging branch that could cause damage.  Again, imagine what option there is when you are in the moment, moving a large piece of equipment taking up both lanes of the road with cars oncoming and 
behind. You come to a complete stop due to the low hanging branch that will cause thousands in damage to your equipment.  You radio your employee whose job is to travel ahead to slow oncoming traffic.  That person hands you a chain saw while climbing on the roof of your 
equipment.  You carefully reach out to saw the limb that was the county’s job to maintain.  In scenarios like this, it is unrealistic to contact the proper authorities via calling 311.  


• Since the rural rustic roads program was established, almost 30 years ago, the size of our equipment has only grown.  The typ e of agriculture has changed since then.  Agritourism in unison with wineries and breweries has become a large growing sector in this county over the 
past five years.  More families have moved to these rural communities in the Ag Reserve.  The onslaught of the pandemic has resulted many to discover the federal and local parks throughout.  More and more people are visiting the Ag Reserve while the maintenance to our roads has 
virtually ceased to exist. To my knowledge, the individuals who serve on the Rustic Roads Committee have never actually taken the time to come out and physically ride in our equipment and see firsthand what we are dealing with.  The farming community feels the ones whose role to 
advise the executive branch does not understand what we as farmers deal with daily regarding ill-maintained roads.  


• A concept of the Rural Rustic Roads program is to preserve the scenic identity of the Agricultural Reserve.  We as farmers feel that assuming the risk every year to go out and produce food in this region is what has allowed the Ag Reserve to keep its ru ral landscape.  Regarding 
our transportation network, we feel the county has failed us in assisting safe and efficient networks of transportation.  If these neglected roads, that are becoming more congested every year, are designed to help maintain a rural character, than what good are they if agriculture 
cannot thrive and operate under these conditions?  We ask that prudent discernment is given to the future of the Rural Roads program that works WITH agriculture and not against.







James Russell Allnutt


• My name is James Russel Allnutt and I have been living and working 
at Homestead Farm my whole life. We are located on Sugarland Road, 
which is one of the worst roads you will ever see, and it gets worse 
each year. Besides how ugly and uncomfortable the road is throughout, 
its condition has also seriously compromised the safety and movement 
of farm equipment. The lack of maintenance to the roads have led to 
damaged vehicles. The lack of maintenance to the trees and brush have 
led to difficulty moving, and huge delays, while navigating our 
equipment and vehicles on the roads which are already too narrow as 
it is. It is an urgent problem that needs to be addressed.







Rustic Roads

From the Eyes of the Farmer



Driver Safety



Water runs onto the road because of
lack of maintenance of the roadside
ditches or worse no ditches. This is a
dangerous situation which can lead to
sliding on ice or hydroplaning on water.
It is also destructive to the roadway itself
as winter freezing breaks up the road
surface.

White Ground RoadWasche Road River Road

River Road

Photos by Linda Lewis 
and Eric Spates



River Road
Photos by Linda 

Lewis

• Rural and rustic roads may 
seem nice on paper for those 
that take a Sunday stroll 
through the countryside or 
come out from the city for a 
bike ride. To live and work on 
these roads is another matter. 
The basic purpose of a road is 
to transport people and goods 
to a destination with ease and 
safety. Our rustic roads do not 
meet this basic test.

• ---Patrick Jamison



Moore Road
Photos by Lori 
Larson



Equipment Safety



West Willard Road
Photos by Michael 
Jamison



Mt Nebo Road
Photos by Michael 
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Mt Ephraim Road
Photos By Michael 
Jamison



Rocky Road
Photo by Paula 
Linthicum



Sugarland 
Road
Photos by 
Robert Butz



Wildcat Road
Photos by Wade 
Butler

• This woman and small child barely 
escaped injury after a bee flew into their 
car.
Intersection of Davis Mill and Wildcat.

• These Porta pots almost made it into 
Wildcat branch after dodging a car in the 
middle of Wildcat rd. 

• This dump truck was parked fully on 
Wildcat road with no lights on, after sun 
set in December.
My mother not expecting anything parked 
in the road, ran into the back of this truck 
the day before her 90th birthday, on her 
way to my sister's house for dinner.
Miraculously she made it out of the 
hospital the next day in time for her 
birthday celebration.

• After little or no maintenance, this 
roughly 700’ section of Wildcat rd. cost 
the county several million dollars and an 
extended road closure that impacted both 
Butlers and Waters Orchards during our 
harvest season.



Combine 
Travels
Photos by 
Linda Lewis



Combine 
Travels
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Linda Lewis



Farmer Testimonials



Farmer Testimonials
          March 14, 2022  
Assessment of Rural and Rustic Roads 
 
Rural and rustic roads may seem nice on paper for those that take a Sunday stroll through the 
countryside or come out from the city for a bike ride. To live and work on these roads is another matter. 
The basic purpose of a road is to transport people and goods to a destination with ease and safety. With 
this in mind many of our rustic roads do not meet this basic test. 
 
Here are a few examples. Areas that do not have annual ditch maintenance will flood during rain events 
in the spring and summer and then freeze over in the winter causing very hazardous conditions. Lack of 
tree trimming is also a problem. There are several intersections where it is difficult to see oncoming 
traffic and in many cases you cannot see until your vehicle is halfway in the road and by then it is hard to 
avoid an accident. Tree branches can hang out in the road far enough to hit a truck mirror let alone farm 
machinery. I live on Cattail road where on several occasions I have seen pickup trucks with their mirrors 
folded in for this very reason. On areas of Cattail, and many rustic roads, a school bus and pickup truck 
cannot pass on another without one having to yield and move off the road because the road is too 
narrow or overgrown brush. Another issue are the small narrow bridges that are existing and the ones 
that are rebuilt or replaced. We haul grain from the fields and pay attention to bridge weight limits. 
Some bridges have a weight limit that won’t support a fire truck or school bus. If they are that bad they 
should be condemned and replaced. All of this in my opinion is unacceptable. 
I noticed Rt.117 is going to be considered for Rustic designation. This is a state road that is also a snow 
emergency route. It has no business as rural and rustic. The most redeeming aspect of rt 117, according 
to park and plannings website, is the dangerous one lane bridge at white store road. This bridge should 
have been condemned years ago and replaced, yet rural and rustic thinks it deserves preservation. This 
is the disconnect between people that live and work here and those that do not. 
 
Rustic roads are not on a park trail or small housing community. We use them for commute of our 
families and commerce. They are funded with our tax dollars to be purposefully neglected. In Poolesville 
we refer to them as Ruined roads, not rustic. All of this can be avoided with improved maintenance. Our 
roads do not have to be dangerous and obsolete to preserve rural character. The rural character is not 
derived from the blacktop and brush but from the sustainability and progress of the farms and ranches 
on either side. 
 
 
 
          Patrick Jamison 
 
 



Farmer Testimonials

My involvement with rustic roads is primarily with Howard Chapel Rd, a narrow poorly maintained 
route. 
 
  Observations 
 
The road has become a busy commuter route, particularly in the morning, when backups are common. 
Accidents are common at the intersection with Damascus Rd. I have passed as many as 13 cars between 
Damascus Rd and our barn entrance, just two tenths of a mile. 
 
 As a popular bicycle route with its blind corners and no shoulder it is only a matter of time until there is 
a bad accident. 
Water covers the south end of the road adjacent to our property with any heavy rain. 
Some much needed repairs were done in the area near the bridge in 2021 but the rest of the road was 
ignored. 
 
   Robert Butts 
 Waredaca Farm 
 



Farmer Testimonials
I have lived on a Rustic Road my entire life. Here are some problems that have arisen because of rustic 

roads and the increased population in the up-county. The roads aren’t wide enough, the tree canopy isn’t 

high enough, the shoulders of the road aren’t clear enough. the roads are rough with potholes. 

 

 

The following are some of the things I remember happened on RUSTIC ROADS, 

1. Meeting firetruck and having to go into the bush and scraping my car to get out of the way 

2. Moving equipment and meet a vehicle that wouldn’t give you the right of way,  the vehicle 

scraped down your piece of equipment. 

3. Meeting a truck and both mirrors hit and break 

4. Having your child on a school bus it breaks a bus mirror and your child asks the policeman what 

took so long he was stuck on the bus 

5. Being on River Road when a reported plane went down and you couldn’t get around the 

emergency vehicles to open the gates for them. 

6. Having a box trailer’s roof corner was damaged by a tree 

7. Replacing row markers on no-till and corn planters. 

8. The DUST making your crop unsellable 

9. Picking up sticks/branches after a combine goes down your road. 

10. A suburban hit a ditch near my home, blowing out tire and ruining two rims. 

11. Hauling a Sweet Corn with a truck and trailer and following a bike rider/s knowing I couldn’t 

pass because the road was safe and wide enough. Having another driver try to pass us almost get 

hit head-on. 

 

Sincerely, 
 

Linda Lewis 

Lewis Orchards 

18901 Peach Tree Rd 

Dickerson, MD 20842 

 



Farmer Testimonial
Tim McGrath



Farmer Testimonial 
Lonnie Luther

• My greatest fear of Rustic Roads (RR) is the risk of a tree falling on a passing car or truck or tractor 
and killing someone. There are hundreds of dead trees that I see every day as I travel the back roads 
of Damascus, including Clarksburg road which is a major thoroughfare, not RR. My granddaughter 
Abby (age 14) lost a classmate when a tree fell on her and her father on a road in Loudon County. It is 
one thing to watch for falling trees, something different to watch the tree fall on me or one of my family, 
friends, or neighbors. This is a preventable accident - but begs for a master plan from DOT to control 
(remove) tree hazards along all county roads. Even large limbs could and do kill innocent people.

• I have been watching a 24-30 inch wide tree along Clarksburg Road that is leaning more and more 
over the roadway each week and will without question fall within a few weeks or months. Lord help 
who ever happens to be beneath it when it falls.



Patrick Jamison

• Assessment of Rural and Rustic Roads

• Rural and rustic roads may seem nice on paper for those that take a Sunday stroll through the countryside or come out from th e 
city for a bike ride. To live and work on these roads is another matter. The basic purpose of a road is to transport people and goods to 
a destination with ease and safety. With this in mind many of our rustic roads do not meet this basic test.

• Here are a few examples. Areas that do not have annual ditch maintenance will flood during rain events in the spring and summer 
and then freeze over in the winter causing very hazardous conditions. Lack of tree trimming is also a problem. There are several
intersections where it is difficult to see oncoming traffic and in many cases you cannot see until your vehicle is halfway in the road 
and by then it is hard to avoid an accident. Tree branches can hang out in the road far enough to hit a truck mirror let alone farm 
machinery. I live on Cattail road where on several occasions I have seen pickup trucks with their mirrors folded in for this very reason. 
On areas of Cattail, and many rustic roads, a school bus and pickup truck cannot pass on another without one having to yield and
move off the road because the road is too narrow or overgrown brush. Another issue are the small narrow bridges that are existing 
and the ones that are rebuilt or replaced. We haul grain from the fields and pay attention to bridge weight limits. Some bridges have a 
weight limit that won’t support a fire truck or school bus. If they are that bad they should be condemned and replaced. All of this in 
my opinion is unacceptable.

• I noticed Rt.117 is going to be considered for Rustic designation. This is a state road that is also a snow emergency route. It has no 
business as rural and rustic. The most redeeming aspect of rt 117, according to park and plannings website, is the dangerous one lane 
bridge at white store road. This bridge should have been condemned years ago and replaced, yet rural and rustic thinks it deserves 
preservation. This is the disconnect between people that live and work here and those that do not.

• Rustic roads are not on a park trail or small housing community. We use them for commute of our families and commerce. They 
are funded with our tax dollars to be purposefully neglected. In Poolesville we refer to them as Ruined roads, not rustic. All of this can 
be avoided with improved maintenance. Our roads do not have to be dangerous and obsolete to preserve rural character. The rural 
character is not derived from the blacktop and brush but from the sustainability and progress of the farms and ranches on either side.



Farmer Testimonial 
Robert Butz

• 1) Tree clearing along Sugarland has been a constant problem although I do note that there has been some clearing recently an d I
think in general tree clearing has improved along the road. Images 3208 and 3209 clearly show obstructions that are encroaching into 
the roadside. Sugarland is already a very narrow road so these encroachments can because a real hazard in the event that two 
vehicles larger than a car meet each other on the road. Image 2824 show damage to our grain truck sustained when hitting a tree 
along Sugarland. This incident costed approximately $3,000 to repair and more impactful than that, placed my truck out of service for 
several days during the busy harvest season. From my perspective any tree clearing guidelines for rural and rustic roads should 
include vertical and horizontal clearing zone calculated to ensure the safe movement of agricultural equipment.

• 2) The condition of roadbed along much of Sugarland Rd is poor. In my opinion the condition of the roadbed creates an 
impediment to the safe transport of goods and equipment. Images 3210 and 3211 clearly show the rough and degraded condition. 
Image 3211in particular shows what can properly be described as a "speed bump" in the middle of the road. I would suspect that to 
some, having rough road conditions and speed bumps may would be potentially beneficial if they slowed travel speeds. However, I 
think it is poorly understood that conditions that simply appear “rough” in a car are potentially unsafe in a tractor hauling equipment. 
Unless one has actual experience driving agricultural equipment on a poorly maintained road it may be hard for them to appreciate 
the difficulty. Additionally, Sugarland Rd is so rough that another farmer who needs to travel on this road to deliver his produce 
related to me that the the condition of the roadbed oftentimes leads to bruised fruit as he attempts to deliver to market.
•
• 3) The combination of the rustic roads designation and the County’s tree law make normal and necessary brush clearing along f ield 
edges very difficult. I have attached a copy of an email thread relating to my request to clear brush along my field edges and direct 
you to the County’s position that literally any woody material larger than a blade of grass is subject to County approval prior to work. 
This is a very difficult requirement for the Farmer to comply with.



Farmer Testimonial
Randy Stabler

• Thanks for reaching out to many of us in the Ag Community on this very important, and tiring, topic of a tool for adequate tr ansportation 
for agriculture. This topic also effects health and safety of anyone who traverses the many Rural and Rustic Roads of this county. I was a 
member and I believe the first chairman of the RRAC and appreciated serving.
• 1) The RRAC has no roll in maintenance and needed improvements to Rural and Rustic Roads. This is a function of MCDOT, there are
adequate executive regulations that address this. Rural and Rustic Roads are the network that services the largest acreage and area of the 
county. MCDOT needs to be able to do their job.

• 2) The RRAC cannot be the dictating force to MNCPPC or MCDOT on the direction of Rural and Rustic Roads. The intent of that 
committee was to be an advisory capacity made up of the stakeholders that this transportation network effected. This committee is not 
operating like this, nor are the parties using the advice, doing so with discretion. The committee make-up is not of such of the area's it 
represents. Your comments represent this, commodity agriculture needs a larger roll.
•
• 3) It is imperative that the Chapter 2 language from the 1996 Rustic Road Master Plan be included. The leadership of MNCPPC and
MCDOT must acknowledge this if they want to insure viable Agriculture as an industry/bossiness in Montgomery County. Without the
transportation network to support agriculture it will not survive. Your illustration was very important. I have to wonder if an economic impact 
equivalent to agriculture (ie; Amazon), would come to Montgomery County , what would be provided in the form of transportation network 
needs?

• 4) The Roadway character additions to the draft, though "flowerily", serve no purpose to the issues of providing adequate and safe 
transportation to a scenic, progressive, business friendly part of the county. The historic character of the Rustic Roads is the direct result of 
agriculture and other business's that occupies the land that is adjacent to these roads. MNCPPC or MCDOT cannot afford to preserve or 
protect these roads and promote the land uses at the same time.

• Rural and Rustic Roads needs a commonsense approach to the complex issues, not a agenda oriented approach. The program is to big, 
along with to many roads to propel this county into the future needs of transportation. The purpose and intent of this program are broke and 
failing. If a Master Plan approach is to continue, than a budget to support it and those it serves needs to be provided, just as bridges and 
other examples in the county.

Thanks,
Randy Stabler



Farmer Testimonial
Michael Jamison

• The Agricultural Reserve in Montgomery County is one of the most cherished pieces of land throughout the county.  It serves as the breadbasket for the county and local regions.  Ancestors on both sides of my family dating back more than five generations have utilized the land 
in this county to support their farming operations.  Today I work alongside my two Brothers, Mother and Father, grain farming and producing turfgrass sod.  What a success story that we can cultivate the same land from generations ago and still maintain a viable agricultural operation 
right here in Montgomery County.  

• Throughout the years there have been county programs that have enabled agriculture to progress with the times to stay viable. Some of these programs have recognized the ever-changing dynamics of agriculture.  Policy or law sometimes must be enacted (or revised) for this 
industry to build and sustain.  There however, have been some regulations and policies that have proven to be an encumbrance to the operations of the agricultural businesses encompassing this county.  Rural Rustic Roads is one of those problematic programs to agriculture.       

• When operating a business that performs ninety-nine percent of its daily operations navigating these rural and rustic roads, two words come to mind: Anxiety and Dangerous.  One reading this would wonder, why anxiety and dangerous?  

• Imagine the farmers seat for a moment.  We operate full-size pick-up trucks, 18-wheelers, and large farm equipment.  Some of that equipment is equal to two 18-wheelers combined in width by thirteen feet tall.  Imagine operating an 18-wheeler that is the approved DOT 
(Department of Transportation) federally legal width of 8’ 6”.  You are travelling down the last few miles of West Willard Ro ad and River Road intersections.  You look in your side mirrors and see the driver side tire is over the center of the yellow line, while your passenger side tires are 
just hanging by a thread on the white line/ditch (because there is no shoulder from white line to the ditch).  As you approac h a school bus coming in the opposite direction, you fear a side swipe collision.  You slightly navigate your truck just inside your yellow lane while your other tire 
rides the white/ditch line.  Then a violent scathing noise from overgrown tree branches slaps the side of your truck accompan ied by an alarming bang with a tree branch shattering your passenger side mirror.  You’re still traveling and look down and see s hattered glass from the side 
mirror covering the cab and your lap.  You come to a stop and realize what just happened.  While frenzied, your relieved.  Relieved that you didn’t hit the oncoming school bus that my kids sometimes travel on.  Relieved that you didn’t lose control while your tire slipped off the thin 
margin of the white line and ditch.  Relieved that no one was riding in the passenger seat that would have obviously sent that person to the hospital.  You travel back to the farm to fix the $200.00 mirror.  Thankfully you have a few on stock in the machine shop because this has 
happened on numerous occasions.  A business owner cannot afford to have their equipment down while tending to their crops and livestock. 

• The farming community and the surrounding community confront circumstances like this on a regular basis.  We have become accu stomed to operating equipment and transporting our goods on the neglected roads throughout the agricultural transportation netwo rk. That is 
why we sometimes must pick and choose what times of the day (i.e., rush hour times) we can and cannot move our farm equipment .  We do not want to risk the safety of ourselves or the surrounding community.  Or why we carry chain saws on our tool trucks in the case a low hanging 
branch.  Some officials in the county have said, we need to call DOT if there is a low hanging branch that could cause damage.  Again, imagine what option there is when you are in the moment, moving a large piece of equipment taking up both lanes of the road with cars oncoming and 
behind. You come to a complete stop due to the low hanging branch that will cause thousands in damage to your equipment.  You radio your employee whose job is to travel ahead to slow oncoming traffic.  That person hands you a chain saw while climbing on the roof of your 
equipment.  You carefully reach out to saw the limb that was the county’s job to maintain.  In scenarios like this, it is unrealistic to contact the proper authorities via calling 311.  

• Since the rural rustic roads program was established, almost 30 years ago, the size of our equipment has only grown.  The typ e of agriculture has changed since then.  Agritourism in unison with wineries and breweries has become a large growing sector in this county over the 
past five years.  More families have moved to these rural communities in the Ag Reserve.  The onslaught of the pandemic has resulted many to discover the federal and local parks throughout.  More and more people are visiting the Ag Reserve while the maintenance to our roads has 
virtually ceased to exist. To my knowledge, the individuals who serve on the Rustic Roads Committee have never actually taken the time to come out and physically ride in our equipment and see firsthand what we are dealing with.  The farming community feels the ones whose role to 
advise the executive branch does not understand what we as farmers deal with daily regarding ill-maintained roads.  

• A concept of the Rural Rustic Roads program is to preserve the scenic identity of the Agricultural Reserve.  We as farmers feel that assuming the risk every year to go out and produce food in this region is what has allowed the Ag Reserve to keep its ru ral landscape.  Regarding 
our transportation network, we feel the county has failed us in assisting safe and efficient networks of transportation.  If these neglected roads, that are becoming more congested every year, are designed to help maintain a rural character, than what good are they if agriculture 
cannot thrive and operate under these conditions?  We ask that prudent discernment is given to the future of the Rural Roads program that works WITH agriculture and not against.



James Russell Allnutt

• My name is James Russel Allnutt and I have been living and working 
at Homestead Farm my whole life. We are located on Sugarland Road, 
which is one of the worst roads you will ever see, and it gets worse 
each year. Besides how ugly and uncomfortable the road is throughout, 
its condition has also seriously compromised the safety and movement 
of farm equipment. The lack of maintenance to the roads have led to 
damaged vehicles. The lack of maintenance to the trees and brush have 
led to difficulty moving, and huge delays, while navigating our 
equipment and vehicles on the roads which are already too narrow as 
it is. It is an urgent problem that needs to be addressed.



From: goldbergrn@gmail.com
To: MCP-Chair
Subject: Rustic Roads Functional Master Plan
Date: Tuesday, November 15, 2022 11:09:06 AM
Attachments: Letter.pdf

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] Exercise caution when opening attachments, clicking links, or
responding.

Dear Chairman Zyontz,
 
Please include the attached file as my testimony in support of the Rustic Roads Functional Master
Plan.
 
Please keep up the good work!
 
Robert Goldberg

mailto:goldbergrn@gmail.com
mailto:mcp-chair@mncppc-mc.org



November 15, 2022 


 


Montgomery County Planning Board,  


The Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission 


2425 Reedie Drive, 14th Floor 


Wheaton, Maryland 20902 


Dear Board members, Branson, Hill, Piñero, Presley, and Zyontz: 


Re: Rustic Roads Functional Master Plan 


I am very pleased that Montgomery County continues to support its Rustic Road program.  I live on Davis 


Mill Road and am also pleased that this road retains its classification as a rustic road and, in part, as an 


exceptional rustic road.  A part of my testimony in regards to this road is done by means of photos which are 


shown below.  


 


Our rustic roads are a very valuable part of our County in terms of beauty, recreation, history, our economy, 


the Agricultural Reserve, and water quality.   These roads enhance our quality of life.  I enjoy walking along 


these rustic roads, particularly Davis Mill Road where I have seen heron, eagles, wild turkey, piliated 


woodpeckers, many other types of birds, foxes, coyotes, many snakes (some venomous), and, of course, 


squirrels and deer.  Over the years, bear sightings have also been reported.  Many cyclists are seen on these 


roads and I have also seen a few people on horseback both on the roads and on the nearby trails. 


 


As an individual who served two terms on the Rustic Roads Advisory Committee (RRAC), I saw only a part 


of the many decisions that the County must make during the planning process.  But, an important part of this 


process are the recommendations made by the RRAC where the committee members work hard to ensure 


the rural character of the roads.  In this regard, it is extremely important that dedicated and competent staff 


are assigned to help the RRAC in regards to the many details that have to be considered in making their 


recommendations and to make certain that necessary decision matters reach the RRAC.  In this regard, I was 


very pleased with the staff support given to the RRAC when I was a member.  Please keep up the good 


work! 


 


Sincerely, 


 


Robert N. Goldberg 
 


Robert N. Goldberg 


21404 Davis Mill Road 


Germantown, Maryland 20876-4422 


Telephone: 301-540-2915 


E-mail: goldbergrn@gmail.com 


 


  







 
 


 


 


 
 


 







 
 


 


 
 


 







 
 


 


 


 
 







 
 


 
 







 
 


 
 







 
 


 


 


 







November 15, 2022 

 

Montgomery County Planning Board,  

The Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission 

2425 Reedie Drive, 14th Floor 

Wheaton, Maryland 20902 

Dear Board members, Branson, Hill, Piñero, Presley, and Zyontz: 

Re: Rustic Roads Functional Master Plan 

I am very pleased that Montgomery County continues to support its Rustic Road program.  I live on Davis 

Mill Road and am also pleased that this road retains its classification as a rustic road and, in part, as an 

exceptional rustic road.  A part of my testimony in regards to this road is done by means of photos which are 

shown below.  

 

Our rustic roads are a very valuable part of our County in terms of beauty, recreation, history, our economy, 

the Agricultural Reserve, and water quality.   These roads enhance our quality of life.  I enjoy walking along 

these rustic roads, particularly Davis Mill Road where I have seen heron, eagles, wild turkey, piliated 

woodpeckers, many other types of birds, foxes, coyotes, many snakes (some venomous), and, of course, 

squirrels and deer.  Over the years, bear sightings have also been reported.  Many cyclists are seen on these 

roads and I have also seen a few people on horseback both on the roads and on the nearby trails. 

 

As an individual who served two terms on the Rustic Roads Advisory Committee (RRAC), I saw only a part 

of the many decisions that the County must make during the planning process.  But, an important part of this 

process are the recommendations made by the RRAC where the committee members work hard to ensure 

the rural character of the roads.  In this regard, it is extremely important that dedicated and competent staff 

are assigned to help the RRAC in regards to the many details that have to be considered in making their 

recommendations and to make certain that necessary decision matters reach the RRAC.  In this regard, I was 

very pleased with the staff support given to the RRAC when I was a member.  Please keep up the good 

work! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Robert N. Goldberg 
 

Robert N. Goldberg 

21404 Davis Mill Road 

Germantown, Maryland 20876-4422 

Telephone: 301-540-2915 

E-mail: goldbergrn@gmail.com 

 

  



 
 

 

 

 
 

 



 
 

 

 
 

 



 
 

 

 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 

 

 



From: Brigid Howe
To: Pratt, Jamey; Duke, Roberto; MCP-Chair; Stern, Tanya
Subject: Rustic Roads hearing - November 17
Date: Tuesday, November 15, 2022 12:10:35 PM

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] Exercise caution when opening attachments, clicking links, or
responding.

Dear Planning Board and Rustic Roads Master Plan staff,

I am writing to request that the commission hold this meeting in a community that is more
easily accessible to the areas of the county that house the vast majority of the rustic roads.
Perhaps you could hold it at the Germantown Library or Black Rock center? Or you could
have a hybrid meeting with some commissioners/staff attending in Wheaton and others in the
upcounty.

If it isn't possible to change for this week, which is understandable, please consider scheduling
a second meeting for public input in the near future.

I feel that if community engagement and public participation is important to Montgomery
Planning, this is an easy way to demonstrate that to the greater community. Especially after
the past few months, it seems that establishing trust in the community would be a priority for
the Board.

Thank you,

Brigid Howe
301-332-7977
brigid.howe@gmail.com

mailto:brigid.howe@gmail.com
mailto:Jamey.Pratt@montgomeryplanning.org
mailto:Roberto.Duke@montgomeryplanning.org
mailto:mcp-chair@mncppc-mc.org
mailto:tanya.stern@montgomeryplanning.org
mailto:brigid.howe@gmail.com


From: Thomas G. Hartsock
To: MCP-Chair
Subject: Testimony for the Rustic Roads public hearing
Date: Tuesday, November 15, 2022 12:15:06 PM
Attachments: RRAC value.docx

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] Exercise caution when opening attachments, clicking links, or
responding.

To the Planning Board,

Attached is my testimony regarding the hearing to be held on November 17.

Sincerely,

Thomas G. Hartsock

mailto:tgh@umd.edu
mailto:mcp-chair@mncppc-mc.org

The Value of Montgomery County’s Rustic Roads Program



Thomas G. Hartsock

25518 Burnt Hill Road

Clarksburg, MD 20871

301-253-9528

tgh@umd.edu



I am a beef cattle and hay farmer on 103 acres located next to Little Bennett Regional Park.  The deeded access to my farm, and a second access that is used on a daily basis, come off Rustic Roads: Prices Distillery Road and Burnt Hill Road, respectively.  When I turn off Burnt Hill Road on to a driveway that I share with Little Bennett Park, I have the pleasure of seeing Sugarloaf Mountain in the distance.



I also served as a farmer member of the Rustic Roads Advisory Committee (RRAC) for several years.  One of the conclusions that I came to while serving on the RRAC was that with some exceptions (most notably the unpaved roads and the concrete ribbons that are the “politician” or “milk” roads) it isn’t so much the roads themselves that have the most value (in my opinion), but rather the preservation of the corridors through which the roads pass.  Of course preserving the roads themselves, and especially the bridges, is central to preserving the roadsides and vistas through which they travel.  But if I had been asked to name the program, I would have called it the “Rural Rustic Corridors Program”.



I’ve often thought of the Rustic Roads Program as a collection of museum pieces that are not only great to look at but that must also continue to function in service of the transportation needs of the area.  That is a challenging task and requires innovative thinking and sometimes compromise.  Museum pieces that continue to be used experience wear and tear and must be maintained and repaired.  And since the vehicles and equipment operated by the people that the roads serve has changed over the years, some changes required to keep the roads serviceable for the users are painful from a preservation perspective. And many Rustic Roads serve agricultural commerce, including the movement of slow-moving, and sometimes large, agricultural equipment.  So safety concerns, such as speed controls, have become increasingly important.

There are costs associated with maintaining these roads in “historic” condition and generally programs that add cost should be desired and appreciated by the people who pay for them, namely the taxpayers.  It’s hard to put a dollar figure on the aesthetic value of keeping these roads rustic, but it’s clear that significant numbers of county residents appreciate the opportunity to travel these rural corridors, if only to “get out of town” for a while.  In addition, there have always been opportunities to “buy local” at country farm markets.  But the recent expansion of farm markets, wineries, breweries and a host of agritourism venues has made the creators of the Rustic Roads Program and the Agricultural Reserve look like absolute geniuses!



Yes, there have been, and will continue to be, challenges associated with the increased commerce and traffic associated with it.  But the ambience created by rural and rustic settings is a key component to the success of novel types of agricultural enterprises that continue to expand in the western part of the county. And it is creating a situation where increasingly larger numbers of county residents (taxpayers!) are benefitting from the programs designed to keep part of Montgomery County rural and rustic.
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respectively.  When I turn off Burnt Hill Road on to a driveway that I share with 
Little Bennett Park, I have the pleasure of seeing Sugarloaf Mountain in the 
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I also served as a farmer member of the Rustic Roads Advisory Committee (RRAC) 
for several years.  One of the conclusions that I came to while serving on the RRAC 
was that with some exceptions (most notably the unpaved roads and the 
concrete ribbons that are the “politician” or “milk” roads) it isn’t so much the 
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There are costs associated with maintaining these roads in “historic” condition 
and generally programs that add cost should be desired and appreciated by the 
people who pay for them, namely the taxpayers.  It’s hard to put a dollar figure on 
the aesthetic value of keeping these roads rustic, but it’s clear that significant 
numbers of county residents appreciate the opportunity to travel these rural 
corridors, if only to “get out of town” for a while.  In addition, there have always 
been opportunities to “buy local” at country farm markets.  But the recent 
expansion of farm markets, wineries, breweries and a host of agritourism venues 
has made the creators of the Rustic Roads Program and the Agricultural Reserve 
look like absolute geniuses! 
 
Yes, there have been, and will continue to be, challenges associated with the 
increased commerce and traffic associated with it.  But the ambience created by 
rural and rustic settings is a key component to the success of novel types of 
agricultural enterprises that continue to expand in the western part of the county. 
And it is creating a situation where increasingly larger numbers of county 
residents (taxpayers!) are benefitting from the programs designed to keep part of 
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From: Jim Clifford
To: MCP-Chair
Cc: lveamazon@aol.com
Subject: Rustic Roads Functional Master Plan hearing 11/17/2022
Date: Tuesday, November 15, 2022 2:49:48 PM
Attachments: Chair of the Rustic Roads Commitee Ltr to 2022 11 15 Clifford Rustic Roads Functional Master Plan.pdf

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] Exercise caution when opening attachments, clicking links, or
responding.

Dear Acting Chair of the Rural and Rustic Roads Committee,
 
              Attached for your review please find my letter in regard to the upcoming Rustic Roads
Functional Master Plan hearing scheduled for November 17, 2022.
 
Thank you,
 
James R. Clifford, Sr., Esq.
Clifford, Debelius & Boynton, Chtd.
316 East Diamond Avenue
Gaithersburg, Maryland 20877
Main: 301-840-2232
Direct: 240-499-7460
Fax: 301-975-9829
jclifford@debelius.com
 
PLEASE NOTE:

This message is PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL. It is intended only for the individual or entity to whom it is
addressed. Any dissemination, distribution, copying, or use of this message or any of its contents, other than by the
individual or entity to whom it is addressed, is prohibited and may constitute a breach of civil or criminal law. If this
message has been delivered to you in error, please delete the message and contact the sender by reply email or
collect telephone call at (301) 840-2232 as soon as possible. Thank you.
 
This message and its attachments are confidential and may be protected by the attorney/client privilege. If you are not the
named addressee or if this message has been addressed to you in error, you are directed not to read, disclose, reproduce,
distribute, disseminate or otherwise use this transmission. Please notify the sender immediately by e-mail and delete and
destroy this message and its attachments.
 
 
If you received this email as a client, co-counsel, employee, agent or retained expert of this Law
Office, then you should maintain its contents in confidence to preserve any applicable legal
privileges.
 

mailto:jclifford@debelius.com
mailto:mcp-chair@mncppc-mc.org
mailto:lveamazon@aol.com
mailto:jclifford@debelius.com









From: Cappetta, Tina
To: MCP-Chair
Subject: Rustic Roads Program Support Letter Submittal - attached
Date: Tuesday, November 15, 2022 4:38:44 PM
Attachments: CHOH Rustic Roads Support.pdf

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] Exercise caution when opening attachments, clicking links, or
responding.

Montgomery County Planning Board
2425 Reedie Dr, 14th Floor
Wheaton, MD 20902

Dear Chairman Zyontz, Vice Chair Presley, and Commissioners Branson, Hill and Piñero:

I write to you today to support the Rustic Roads Functional Master Plan and the designation of
multiple rustic and exceptional rustic roads that lead to or through the Chesapeake & Ohio Canal
National Historical Park (C&O Canal).

Montgomery County rustic roads create gateways to the C&O Canal that evoke a sense of place and
time. Not only do these roads help to set the scene for park visitors and County residents, they
protect cultural landscapes and viewsheds that are disappearing from much of our nation. Their
preservation supports our work in interpreting the C&O Canal, providing educational and
recreational opportunities to residents and visitors.

The park supports the designation of the roads below and the Plan’s recommendation to update the
histories for these roads in a future project.
· Swains Lock Road (exceptional rustic)
· Pennyfield Lock Road (rustic)
· Violettes Lock Road (rustic)
· Rileys Lock Road (rustic)
· Tschiffely Mill Road (exceptional rustic)
· Sycamore Landing Road (rustic)
· Edwards Ferry Road (rustic)
· River Road (rustic and exceptional rustic)
· Whites Ferry Road (rustic), and
· Mouth of Monocacy Road (exceptional rustic).

The Chesapeake & Ohio Canal National Historical Park is one of our nation’s most visited parks,
with five million visitors in 2021- many of those visits occurring in Montgomery County. We
support and applaud your efforts to preserve these historic roads.

Sincerely,

Tina Cappetta

Tina Cappetta 
Superintendent
Chesapeake & Ohio Canal National Historical Park
142 West Potomac Street
Williamsport, Maryland 21795
240-520-3135 office

mailto:Tina_Cappetta@nps.gov
mailto:mcp-chair@mncppc-mc.org
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Dear Chairman Zyontz, Vice Chair Presley, and Commissioners Branson, Hill and Piñero: 

 

I write to you today to support the Rustic Roads Functional Master Plan and the designation of 

multiple rustic and exceptional rustic roads that lead to or through the Chesapeake & Ohio Canal 

National Historical Park (C&O Canal). 

 

Montgomery County rustic roads create gateways to the C&O Canal that evoke a sense of place 

and time. Not only do these roads help to set the scene for park visitors and County residents, 

they protect cultural landscapes and viewsheds that are disappearing from much of our nation. 

Their preservation supports our work in interpreting the C&O Canal, providing educational and 

recreational opportunities to residents and visitors. 

 

The park supports the designation of the roads below and the Plan’s recommendation to update 

the histories for these roads in a future project. 

· Swains Lock Road (exceptional rustic) 

· Pennyfield Lock Road (rustic) 
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· Edwards Ferry Road (rustic) 
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The Chesapeake & Ohio Canal National Historical Park is one of our nation’s most visited parks, 

with five million visitors in 2021- many of those visits occurring in Montgomery County. We 

support and applaud your efforts to preserve these historic roads. 
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From: Sarah Navid
To: MCP-Chair
Subject: Rustic Roads Functional Master Plan Update Item before Planning Board November 17, 2022
Date: Tuesday, November 15, 2022 4:43:25 PM

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] Exercise caution when opening attachments, clicking links, or
responding.

Mr.Zyontz,

 
I enthusiastically support the adoption of the Rustic Roads Functional Master Plan
update. The Rustic Roads program is one of the more unique and wonderful aspects
of Montgomery County.  It is so rare to have such pleasurable roads so close to a
large congested urban area.  The roads are integral to the ultimate success of the
Agricultural Preserve and to maintaining green and relatively unspoiled corridors and
access in other areas where they are located.  The rustic roads are synergistic to the
historic, recreational and agricultural resources to which they provide access. 
Otherwise the journey is reduced to just another subdivision road or highway.

Please preserve these unique roads by adopting the designations of the new roads in
this plan, and by strengthening this program to carry us through the next 30 years.

Thank you.

Sarah R Navid
802 Leverton Road
Rockville, MD  20852

mailto:snavid1@verizon.net
mailto:mcp-chair@mncppc-mc.org


From: Ron Honberg
To: MCP-Chair
Cc: Lynda Honberg
Subject: Preserving the Montgomery County Agricultural Reserve
Date: Tuesday, November 15, 2022 5:58:38 PM

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] Exercise caution when opening attachments, clicking links, or
responding.

To the Chairperson and the Planning Board of Montgomery County:

We have been Montgomery County resident for more than forty years.  I am a retired public interest lawyer
and Lynda is a retired public health professional.   We are both avid cyclists and hikers.

Over the years, we have discovered the beauty of biking and hiking through the Montgomery County
agricultural reserve (“Ag Reserve”) and its many miles of farms and beautiful, unspoiled terrain.  We are
proud that the County has consistently withstood the pressures of development and has committed to
preserving this land for farming and the enjoyment of hikers, bikers and others who appreciate its beauty. 
In a region that is largely urban and suburban, it is indeed a rare privilege to have access to such a rural and
unspoiled landscape in the upper part of the county.  We often stop at the farms that dot its countryside to
buy fruits and vegetables, a welcome alternative to the produce found in most area supermarkets.  

We know that the Planning Board is faced with many competing priorities, including pressures from those
who want to develop land in the Ag Reserve and expand the largely rural roads that traverse its countryside.
However, we believe that allowing such development to occur would have negative long term effects on the
environment and would add to the over-congestion and gridlock so common in most of the DMV region.

We  strongly urge the Board to maintain its longstanding commitment to preserving the farms and the
beauty of the Ag Reserve.   If the current restrictions on development in the Reserve are relaxed, they will
never be restored.   

Thank you for your careful consideration of this request.

Sincerely,

Ron and Lynda Honberg
Rockville, Maryland

mailto:ronhonberg@gmail.com
mailto:mcp-chair@mncppc-mc.org
mailto:lhonberg@gmail.com


From: Francoise Andre
To: MCP-Chair
Cc: Apostol Vassilev; Leslie Saville
Subject: Testimony material from Francoise Andre for item 7 (Public Hearing For Rustic rds) on Nov 17th
Date: Tuesday, November 15, 2022 6:01:17 PM
Attachments: RusticRdTestimony_FrancoiseAndre_and_ApostolVassilev.pdf

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] Exercise caution when opening attachments, clicking links, or responding.

Good evening,

Please find the pdf that will need to be presented during my testimony.
I will testify in person. I have already registered for that and I am planning to arrive by 6pm.
If there is anything else I should know or do, please let me know as soon as possible. Thank you,

Frankie.

mailto:francoise.andre@sbcglobal.net
mailto:mcp-chair@mncppc-mc.org
mailto:apostol.vassilev@gmail.com
mailto:lsaville@gmail.com
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From: Susan Golonka
To: MCP-Chair
Cc: Rene; Office washingtonwomenoutdoors.org
Subject: Testimony Regarding the Rustic Roads Functional Master Plan Update
Date: Tuesday, November 15, 2022 8:16:24 PM
Attachments: WWO Rustic Roads Testimony.docx

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] Exercise caution when opening attachments, clicking links, or
responding.

To the Members of the Montgomery County Planning Board,

Please find the attached testimony which I am submitting on behalf of Washington
Women Outdoors for the Nov. 17 Public Hearing on the update to the Rustic Roads
Functional Master Plan.

Regards,

Susan Golonka
Bicycle Chair, Washington Women Outdoors
6003 Maiden Lane, Bethesda, MD 20817
301-787-2060
golostout1@yahoo.com

mailto:golostout1@yahoo.com
mailto:mcp-chair@mncppc-mc.org
mailto:renendc1@aol.com
mailto:office@washingtonwomenoutdoors.org

Rustic Roads Functional Master Plan Update – Public Hearing, 11/17/2022

Testimony for the Record

Submitted by Susan Golonka on behalf of Washington Women Outdoors



As the Montgomery County Planning Board considers the Rustic Roads Functional Master Plan Update, Washington Women Outdoors would like to enhance your understanding of how Montgomery County’s Rustic Roads and the Agricultural Reserve are treasured by cyclists in the region. 

Washington Women Outdoors (WWO) is a volunteer, non-profit organization that has for forty-three years provided women with opportunities to enjoy an array of outdoor activities in the Washington DC area including bicycling, hiking, backpacking and kayaking. We help women build skills and confidence; experience camaraderie and support; and gain knowledge and appreciation of our region’s natural resources and history. 

As a ride leader and chair of WWO’s bicycling program, I have planned and led bicycle rides in urban and rural areas throughout the region for a decade. While all the areas in which we ride offer striking scenery and unique features, the rides we host on Rustic Roads in Montgomery County’s Agricultural Reserve offer an exceptional combination of working farms and beautiful vistas, safe and scenic roads, and historic sites. Our rides have taken us on Sugarland, Big Woods, Club Hollow, Elmer School, Mt. Nebo, Old Buck Lodge, Peach Tree and many more rustic roads listed and described in the highly informative Road Profiles Appendix. We have come to learn about the history of the area such as the Black community of Sugarland Farms created after emancipation, and appreciate unique attractions such as the one-lane bridge on Montevideo Road and the stone walls along Wasche Road. We have observed an abundance of wildlife including bald eagles, hawks, bluebirds, deer and groundhogs. And we have frequented the restaurants, farmstands and stores in the Poolesville area.

Montgomery County’s designation and preservation of Rustic Roads and the creation of the Agricultural Reserve demonstrated a true appreciation and understanding of Montgomery County’s history, scenery and natural resources. Our organization looks forward to continuing to enjoy riding on the Rustic Roads and we urge the Planning Board to continue to protect these treasures.

Thank you,

Susan Golonka

Bicycle Chair, Washington Women Outdoors

6003 Maiden Lane, Bethesda, MD 20817

golostout1@yahoo.com

301-787-2060
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As the Montgomery County Planning Board considers the Rustic Roads Functional Master 

Plan Update, Washington Women Outdoors would like to enhance your understanding of 

how Montgomery County’s Rustic Roads and the Agricultural Reserve are treasured by 

cyclists in the region.  

Washington Women Outdoors (WWO) is a volunteer, non-profit organization that has for 
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Thank you, 

Susan Golonka 
Bicycle Chair, Washington Women Outdoors 
6003 Maiden Lane, Bethesda, MD 20817 
golostout1@yahoo.com 
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From: Joan Oppel
To: MCP-Chair
Subject: The Rustic Roads of Montgomery County
Date: Wednesday, November 16, 2022 8:29:41 AM

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] Exercise caution when opening attachments, clicking links, or
responding.

The Rustic Roads of Montgomery County are the main reason I visit Montgomery County. I
live in Arlington and drive to Montgomery  County several times a month to  bike in and
around the Western Montgomery area and the Ag Reserve. In the winter, I've hiked different
trails of the Seneca Greenway. 

I am as familiar with Hughes, Wasche, Big Woods, Sugarland, Edwards Ferry, Club Hollow,
Montevideo, Old Bucklodge (I could list them all!) as I am the urban roads in my
neighborhood where I've lived for over 30 years. Every ride (and there are tens of different
routes to include different roads and features), I look forward to seeing the red barns with
white windows, the historic houses and barns and churches. 

I found the Ag Reserve shortly after I moved to this area in 1990 and it's pretty much the only
reason I go to Montgomery County. 
And to let you know I'm not just enjoying the quiet narrow beautiful roads and views - once
I'm there I spend money as well, buying produce from the farms like Lewes and Kingsbury
Orchards, having lunch at K2 or Bassetts in Poolesville, stopping for groceries.

Just to mention two things - I would never have discovered the history behind the Sugarland
Ethno Project if not for biking past the church numerous times. A bunch of us specifically
scheduled a ride to visit the church when it was open for tours. I would not attend Poolesville
Day without finding out about it from biking there.

Perhaps one person doesn't make a difference to the economy but there are hundreds of us
who visit for the same reasons - because we love the rustic roads and rural areas of
Montgomery County. 

Please continue to protect these unique roads.

Joan Oppel
1887 16th Street N
Arlington, VA 22209
oppeljs@gmail.com

mailto:oppeljs@gmail.com
mailto:mcp-chair@mncppc-mc.org
mailto:oppeljs@gmail.com
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