
Attachment B – Written Testimony 
Item 1 - Karamihas 

From: Karamihas, Adrienne L <Adrienne_L_Karamihas@mcpsmd.org>  
Sent: Thursday, March 30, 2023 12:32 PM 
To: Larson, Clark <Clark.Larson@montgomeryplanning.org> 
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] Fairland and Briggs Chaney Master Plan revised school recommendations 
 
Clark, 
 
Thanks for the opportunity to comment.  Please see comments/edits (strikethroughs and edits 
in red) below and let me know if you have any questions.  Thanks. 
 
Adrienne 
 
Adrienne Karamihas 
Director, Division of Capital Planning and Real Estate 
Montgomery County Public Schools 
Tel:    240-314-1035 
Fax:   240-314-3062 
 
 
Hello Adrienne, 
 
I would like to share with you some updated language pertaining to schools in the Working Draft of the 
Fairland and Briggs Chaney Master Plan. We will be presenting the Working Draft to the Planning Board 
on March 23rd, after which we hope to have a Public Hearing Draft released for public comment through 
the month of April and a Public Hearing tentatively on May 4, 2023. 
 
Please let me know if you have any comments or reservations about the text below. We also welcome 
your input on these and other elements of the Fairland plan at later stages in the master plan updates 
process, as well. 
 
Best, 
Clark 
 
- - - 
 
Background Context – Public Schools 
The Fairland and Briggs Chaney Plan area is located within the Northeast Consortium, and 
served by Blake High School and Paint Branch High School. Elementary school students attend 
either Fairland Elementary School, Galway Elementary School, Greencastle Elementary School, or 
William T. Page Elementary School based on their addresses. For middle school, students 
matriculate to either Benjamin Banneker Middle School or Briggs Chaney Middle School. 

In the current 2022-2023 school year, the enrollment at a few of these schools, including Blake 
and Paint Branch High School, Benjamin Banneker Middle School, Greencastle Elementary 
School, and Page Elementary School, exceed the capacity of their built facilities, necessitating 
the use of relocatable classrooms. However, Page Elementary School is expected to see 
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classroom additions completed by the start of the 2023-2024 school year and Paint Branch High 
School has the ability for future expansion. Greencastle Elementary School is also in the process 
of receiving classroom additions and is awaiting approval of construction funds to meet a 
completion date by the 2025-2026 school year.  

The Montgomery County Public Schools (MCPS) Division of Capital Planning and Real Estate 
Department of Facilities Management develops facility plans and capacity relief strategies to 
meet the needs of changing public school enrollment. They generally consider capital or non-
capital solutions classroom additions when the six-year projection of a Capital Improvements 
Program period indicates that student enrollment is expected to exceed capacity by 200 seats 
for high schools, 150 seats for middle schools, and 92 seats for elementary schools. 

According to the latest projections in the Superintendent’s Recommended FY 2024 Capital 
Budget and Amendments to the FY2023-2028 CIP, both Blake and Paint Branch high schools are 
expected to exceed that threshold by the 2028-2029 school year. A feasibility study was 
scheduled in FY 2022 to determine the scope and cost for classroom additions at these schools, 
yet due to fluctuation in enrollment trends year to year, MCPS will instead continue to monitor 
the projections to determine whether a capital or non-capital solution should be considered in a 
future CIP. when funding should be considered for the project. 

Banneker Middle School’s enrollment projections do not meet the seat deficit threshold to be 
considered for a capital or non-capital solution. However, the facility has been identified for a 
feasibility study in the FY 2023-2028 CIP to address the needs of its aging infrastructure through 
a major capital project, which often opens the opportunity for a capacity increase as well, if 
necessary. Once the feasibility study is complete, a recommendation regarding scope, timeline 
and funding will be considered in a future CIP. 

 
Recommendations – Schools 
Please Note: These recommendations are extracted from the Working Draft Plan since they pertain 
directly to school planning and programming. The full Working Draft Plan will be shared with 
MCPS once it is finalized and posted for review by the Montgomery Planning Board. 
 

1. Given the lack of additional elementary school sites owned by Montgomery County Public 
Schools (MCPS) in the vicinity, and the diminishing availability of large parcels of land in general, 
opportunities to obtain an additional elementary school site should be sought before the actual 
need arises, including but not limited to the following options:  

a. MCPS should consider the Fairland Center as an additional elementary school site that can 
serve the Plan area and vicinity, and seek to relocate the holding facility to an alternate 
location.   

b. MCPS should consider the possibility of retrofitting a non-traditional site, such as vacant 
office or commercial space, into an adaptive reuse school facility, or acquiring a place of 
worship site seeking to relocate or close.  
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c. MCPS should pursue acquisition, reservation, or dedication of land as part of property 
redevelopment at the Auto Sales Park, the Verizon office and data center, or some other 
vacant or unoccupied property of appropriate size beyond the Master Plan area. 

2. If there are extended periods of idle time when Fairland Center is not in use as a holding school, 
MCPS should consider short-term leasing of the space for other users, with priority given to 
programs that would benefit the educational opportunities of the surrounding community, such 
as after school extracurricular activities or community meeting space. Comment:  MCPS already 
leases, where feasible, our holding facilities as well as our closed schools. The Fairland Center is 
one of the five holding facilities MCPS utilizes to host schools that are undergoing major capital 
projects or large-scale addition projects. MCPS intends to maintain its use as a holding facility 
for the foreseeable future to ensure that there is space to relocate students and staff during 
construction.  

3. The Department of Recreation should work with MCPS to improve the hard-surface trail 
connecting Gateshead Manor Way with the sports fields of Greencastle Elementary School, 
providing adequate signage and through access for this pedestrian pathway between Gateshead 
Manor Way and Robey Road and ensuring regular maintenance of vegetation and the trail 
surface. 

 
Implementation – School Capacity Planning 
When a master plan is underway, the Planning Department collaborates with MCPS on the 
plan’s potential impact on public school enrollment. To estimate the potential impact over a 15-
20 year period, a maximum build-out scenario is hypothesized in which the residential capacity 
of each parcel is built out to the full extent allowed, and the number of students that can be 
generated from that scenario is calculated.  

Based on this plan’s maximum build-out scenario, school enrollment impact is estimated to be: 
• 400 to 750 additional high school students 

• 300 to 600 additional middle school students 

• 750 to 1,150 additional elementary school students 

It is difficult to gauge the actual number of residential units that will be built, and the pace that 
development will occur. Furthermore, master plans generally envision a 20–30-year timeline, 
whereas MCPS uses six-year projections to determine their capital budget and CIP. Therefore, a 
Plan’s estimated enrollment impact alone will not warrant immediate action by MCPS to request 
for capital investment in schools serving the area. Instead, MCPS will continue to monitor actual 
enrollment trends as residential development appears and reflect the change in their projections 
annually. In the meantime, the Planning Department will continue to evaluate the projected 
utilization levels of schools through the Annual Schools Test and impose Utilization Premium 
Payments appropriately on residential units proposed in school service areas projected to be 
overutilized. 
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In that light, the high schools and the middle schools serving the plan area should be able to 
accommodate the Plan’s estimated enrollment impact with appropriate and timely capital 
improvements to the existing facilities. The elementary schools, on the other hand, will mostly 
be at the maximum capacities that MCPS will operate at once the capital projects scheduled in 
the current CIP are complete. Therefore, opportunities to obtain an additional elementary school 
site that can accommodate the expected demand from this plan should start being sought 
before the actual need arises. 
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From: Salles, Cicero <Cicero.Salles@montgomerycountymd.gov>  
Sent: Friday, March 31, 2023 4:04 PM 
To: Larson, Clark <Clark.Larson@montgomeryplanning.org> 
Subject: RE: Notice of Fairland and Briggs Chaney Master Plan Planning Board Public Hearing Draft 
 
Good afternoon, Clark and Don, 
 
Thanks for dropping the draft Fairland Briggs Cheney Master Plan. I reviewed the document and have 
transportation comments regarding two recommendations: 
 

1. “Establish a continuous greenway network, as illustrated in the Concept Framework Plan, 
connecting parks, open spaces, community facilities, and bus stops with neighborhoods within 
and beyond the Master Plan Area. The inner and outer circulation loops may consist of natural-
surface and paved trails, boardwalks, side paths, and shared-use pathways.” This is an 
important and significant improvement to better connect the community, increasing 
transportation mode alternatives, health, and leisure options. Who/what agencies would be 
responsible for developing the detailed plan and how would it be implemented?  

 
2. “Remove from the Master Plan of Highways and Transitways proposed grade-separated 

interchanges on Columbia Pike (US 29), previously recommended by the 1997 Fairland Master 
Plan, at the following intersections: Greencastle Road, Fairland Road, Musgrove Road, and Tech 
Road.” When presenting the earlier draft to the previous planning board, I believe staff initially 
recommended urban interchanges for Industrial Parkway and Tech Road. The 2014 White Oak 
Science Gateway (WOSG) Master Plan confirmed the need for a grade-separated interchanges 
at US 29 and Industrial Parkway/Tech Road, as previously recommended in the 1997 Fairland 
and White Oak Master Plans, to “accommodate the full level of potential development 
recommended by this Plan’s proposed zoning.”  

 
The approved zoning will allow 12 million square feet of new development at VIVA White Oak, 
in addition to the other areas within the WOSG. This development will take decades to reach it’s 
build-out. Therefore, I believe it would be premature to remove the interchanges without 
conducting a detailed traffic study that would include all stakeholders. Therefore, I strongly 
recommend that the language in the revised Master Plan be modified to: “SHA and/or MCDOT 
shall conduct a detailed traffic study to assess traffic capacity, accessibility, and safety, prior to 
any decision regarding the removal of the grade separated interchanges. The study should 
include the build-out scenario, and urban interchange and BRT alternatives.” 

 
Thanks, and congratulations to all your team. Have a great weekend, sincerely, 
 
Cicero Salles 
White Oak Planning Manager 
Cell #: 202 993-6951 
Office #: 240 777-8417 
Address: 3300 Briggs Chaney Road, Silver Spring, MD 20904
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From: stephen.ashurst@gmail.com  
Sent: Wednesday, April 12, 2023 1:01 PM 
To: MCP-Chair <mcp-chair@mncppc-mc.org> 
Subject: Testimony for Fairland and Briggs Chaney Master Plan 
 
Dear Montgomery County Planning Board Chair and Board Members,  
 
I praise the idea of slowing the target speed down to 25 MPH on Greencastle Road east of US-29, but 
this section is designed with 2 lanes + central turn lane + wide shoulders + shared use path on south side 
+ side walk for parts of the North Side.  We have an opportunity to make this section appeal to all users 
who may want to walk, run, bike, stroll, etc.  Please narrow the driving lanes as they are much too wide 
in most of this section already (10 ft should be the maximum width) and then create protected bike 
lanes in both directions from the shoulder and extra width taken from the lanes.   Along with this, please 
provide floating bus stops so that bicyclists do not have to leave the protected bike lane at bus stops, 
while providing a much better facility to bus users.   Finally, eliminate the slip lanes at the Fairland Park 
entrance, these are unnecessary on a 25 MPH road and conflict with bicycle lane traffic.    
 
With all the great connectivity to the park and from the residences along Greencastle Road on the east 
side of US-29, I believe the scope always misses to connect these places with the rest of the useful 
amenities accessed via  Greencastle Road west of US-29.   The Shared-Use-Path that begins at US-29 
should continue westbound, all the way to Old Columbia Pike.   This gives access to schools, libraries, 
and community centers in the area, as well as shopping in Burtonsville.  On the reverse, having a shared 
use path along Greencastle Road west of US-29 allows residents safe access to the park, car free!  
 
Enabling the proper paths and protected bike lanes will make both segments of Greencastle Road safer. 
To connect these segments, the US-29 intersection must be prioritized for vulnerable users.  Today, turn 
radii are all too large and practically create slip lanes for drivers of large vehicles to navigate without 
slowing much at all.   Unfortunately, the starting point for the crosswalks across US-29 are too far 
around the corner for any driver to safely see someone starting out.    Safe turning radius for each 
corner should be setup, including having bump-outs and islands.  Turn signals should be setup so that 
turning on red is eliminated to protect the pedestrians and bicyclists using the cross walks.    
 
Finally, Old Columbia Pike needs to provide continuous safe connectivity for these users via  shared-use-
path and protected-bike-lane along Old Columbia Pike between MD-198 and Randolph Rd along with 
Breezeways to get users east and west along MD-200.   
 
To summarize:  
1. Reduce lane width on Greencastle Road east of US-29 
2. Build protected bike lanes on Greencastle Road east of US-29 along with floating bus stops 
3. Build the shared-use-path on Greencastle Road west of US-29 
4. Fix the US-29 and Greencastle intersection to make it safe for pedestrians and bicyclists 
5. Complete Old Columbia Pike Shared-Use-Path and Protected-Bike-Lane and breezeways for regional 
connectivity.   
 
Please continue to create safe spaces for all modes of transportation for the area via the updated 
Fairland and Briggs Chaney Master Plan and take into consideration these additional specific comments.  
 
Sincerely,  

mailto:stephen.ashurst@gmail.com
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Stephen Ashurst 
14401 hollyhock way 
burtonsville, md 
20866 
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From: Susan Llareus -MDP- <susan.llareus@maryland.gov>  
Sent: Thursday, April 20, 2023 10:57 AM 
To: Larson, Clark <Clark.Larson@montgomeryplanning.org> 
Subject: Fwd: Notice of Fairland and Briggs Chaney Master Plan Planning Board Public Hearing Draft 
 
Good morning Clark, 
 
Thank you for forwarding the Public Hearing Draft of the Fairland and Briggs Chaney Master Plan to our 
attention. We appreciate the opportunity to review the draft plan and hope you find our comments 
helpful.  Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or would like any further assistance. 
 
Best regards,  
 
Susan 
 

 

Susan Holm Llareus, PLA, ASLA 
Regional Planner for Maryland Capital Region 
Planner Supervisor 
Maryland Department of Planning 
301 W. Preston St., Suite 1101 
Baltimore, MD 21201 
(410) 767-6087/ (877) 767-6272 
susan.llareus@maryland.gov 
 
Please take our customer service survey. 
 
Planning.Maryland.gov 
Census.Maryland.gov 
 
https://facebook.com/MDPlanning 
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From: cwright01 <cwright01@aol.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, April 26, 2023 11:09 AM 
To: MCP-Chair <mcp-chair@mncppc-mc.org> 
Subject: Fairland and Briggs Chaney Master Plan - potential boundary expansion  
 
 
Dear Planning Board/ Mr. Larson, 
 
I am the owner of property adjacent to the northern boundary of the current Fairland and Briggs Chaney 
Master Plan boundary.  The property is a 3+ acre vacant lot, currently zoned residential, located behind 
the 4 houses on Greencastle Rd at the Rt29 end and adjacent to the Towns of Gloucester townhomes.  
 
I wanted to inquire if the county would be interested in purchasing this land as part of the planning of 
this project?   
 
address: 14831 Old Columbia Pike (Tax Description 1244 184 Sopers Seat,  Account # 00249956).  
  
Please let me know if this should be a topic at next weeks meeting and I can provide the required 
request in more detail.  
 
I look forward to your reply.   
Or alternatively to any recommendations for who to contact for consideration in another planning 
project.  
Thank you for your assistance.  
 
Regards,  
Cynthia D Wright  
301-421-1320 (land) 
301-233-1887 (cell)  
 

Sent from my iPhone 

mailto:cwright01@aol.com
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From: Jeyakumar Daniel <jkdaniel@hotmail.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, April 26, 2023 3:26 PM 
To: MCP-Chair <mcp-chair@mncppc-mc.org> 
Subject: Opposition to recommended zoning change to a piece of land on East Randolph Road (10 acres) 
 
Hello Chairman, 
 
I would like to bring to your attention rezoning application LMA H-145PFFCP H-145 that was 
submitted and eventually withdrawn to change the zoning on this piece of church land on East 
Randolph Rd.  I am attaching 100 pages oppositions that was submitted against this rezoning.  It 
looks like the master plan also recommending a zoning change for this piece of church land 
from residential to commercial.  I sincerely request the planning board to reconsider their 
decision by weighing the over whelming oppositions and valuable points made by the 
community members(attached).  We are not against the master plan initiatives; but all we are 
asking is that not to change the zoning of this piece of church land from residential to 
commercial. 
 
Thanks, 
Jey Daniel 
732-581-9325 
 
Attachment:  Oppositions letter submitted against rezoning of this land 
Online opposition petition link (787+ signed): https://www.change.org/p/opposition-to-zoning-
changes-at-land-across-from-forcey-church-on-east-randolph-road-in-silver-spring-
road?redirect=false 

 

Sign the Petition 
Opposition to Zoning Changes at Land across 
from Forcey Church on East Randolph Road. 
www.change.org 

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.change.org%2Fp%2Fopposition-to-zoning-changes-at-land-across-from-forcey-church-on-east-randolph-road-in-silver-spring-road%3Fredirect%3Dfalse&data=05%7C01%7CClark.Larson%40montgomeryplanning.org%7Cbae743152ead453f907a08db468c16d0%7Ca9061e0c24ca4c1cbeff039bb8c05816%7C0%7C0%7C638181340544326928%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xe%2BJycxEgv6fyo2YuC5pajSWCr0cdR3dRh06DAxVRA4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.change.org%2Fp%2Fopposition-to-zoning-changes-at-land-across-from-forcey-church-on-east-randolph-road-in-silver-spring-road%3Fredirect%3Dfalse&data=05%7C01%7CClark.Larson%40montgomeryplanning.org%7Cbae743152ead453f907a08db468c16d0%7Ca9061e0c24ca4c1cbeff039bb8c05816%7C0%7C0%7C638181340544326928%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xe%2BJycxEgv6fyo2YuC5pajSWCr0cdR3dRh06DAxVRA4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.change.org%2Fp%2Fopposition-to-zoning-changes-at-land-across-from-forcey-church-on-east-randolph-road-in-silver-spring-road%3Fredirect%3Dfalse&data=05%7C01%7CClark.Larson%40montgomeryplanning.org%7Cbae743152ead453f907a08db468c16d0%7Ca9061e0c24ca4c1cbeff039bb8c05816%7C0%7C0%7C638181340544326928%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xe%2BJycxEgv6fyo2YuC5pajSWCr0cdR3dRh06DAxVRA4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.change.org%2Fp%2Fopposition-to-zoning-changes-at-land-across-from-forcey-church-on-east-randolph-road-in-silver-spring-road%3Fredirect%3Dfalse&data=05%7C01%7CClark.Larson%40montgomeryplanning.org%7Cbae743152ead453f907a08db468c16d0%7Ca9061e0c24ca4c1cbeff039bb8c05816%7C0%7C0%7C638181340544483164%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fR2IWye%2FpiL5C6ACTvn4OanScp%2F1zAIDXbf5DWowLno%3D&reserved=0
http://www.change.org/
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.change.org%2Fp%2Fopposition-to-zoning-changes-at-land-across-from-forcey-church-on-east-randolph-road-in-silver-spring-road%3Fredirect%3Dfalse&data=05%7C01%7CClark.Larson%40montgomeryplanning.org%7Cbae743152ead453f907a08db468c16d0%7Ca9061e0c24ca4c1cbeff039bb8c05816%7C0%7C0%7C638181340544326928%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xe%2BJycxEgv6fyo2YuC5pajSWCr0cdR3dRh06DAxVRA4%3D&reserved=0


Attachment B – Written Testimony 
Item 7 - Moses 

From: Moses Duggirala <duggiralamosesd@gmail.com>  
Sent: Thursday, April 27, 2023 4:06 PM 
To: MCP-Chair <mcp-chair@mncppc-mc.org> 
Subject: Opposition to recommended zoning change to a piece of land on East Randolph Road (10 acres) 
 
 
Hello Chairman, 
 
I want to raise your attention to the rezoning application LMA H-145PFFCP H-145 for this plot of 
church property on East Randolph Road, which was made and subsequently withdrawn.  I'm 
attaching 100 pages of objections to this rezoning that were made.  It appears that the master 
plan also advises changing the zoning of this plot of church property from residential to 
commercial.  I humbly ask the planning board to reevaluate their choice in light of the strong 
opposition and important arguments raised by the locals (attached).  We only request that the 
zoning of this plot of church property remain as residential instead of being changed to 
commercial. We are not opposed to the master plan efforts. 
 
I appreciate your consideration in advance.  
 
Thank you. 
 
 
--  
DUGGIRALA Moses 
14917 Falconwood Dr, Burtonsville, MD 20866. 
https://www.change.org/p/opposition-to-zoning-changes-at-land-across-from-forcey-church-on-east-
randolph-road-in-silver-spring-road?redirect=false 

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.change.org%2Fp%2Fopposition-to-zoning-changes-at-land-across-from-forcey-church-on-east-randolph-road-in-silver-spring-road%3Fredirect%3Dfalse&data=05%7C01%7Cclark.larson%40montgomeryplanning.org%7Ced174eb9f79a4a1c7bef08db475ade40%7Ca9061e0c24ca4c1cbeff039bb8c05816%7C0%7C0%7C638182291475620299%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=K%2FZ6FGUOha80CYSBcELxOy0hTJkJ0khoj5tlYuhrDak%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.change.org%2Fp%2Fopposition-to-zoning-changes-at-land-across-from-forcey-church-on-east-randolph-road-in-silver-spring-road%3Fredirect%3Dfalse&data=05%7C01%7Cclark.larson%40montgomeryplanning.org%7Ced174eb9f79a4a1c7bef08db475ade40%7Ca9061e0c24ca4c1cbeff039bb8c05816%7C0%7C0%7C638182291475620299%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=K%2FZ6FGUOha80CYSBcELxOy0hTJkJ0khoj5tlYuhrDak%3D&reserved=0


Attachment B – Written Testimony 
Item 8 - Wallace 

From: Wallace, Scott C. <swallace@MilesStockbridge.com>  
Sent: Friday, April 28, 2023 3:30 PM 
To: MCP-Chair <mcp-chair@mncppc-mc.org> 
Subject: Written Testimony for Fairland/Briggs Chaney Master Plan Public Hearing on May 4 
 
 
See attached letter being submitted on behalf of MileOne/Montgomery Auto Park.   
  
Thank you. 
  
Scott C. Wallace 
11 N. Washington Street | Suite 700 | Rockville, MD 20850-4229  
D: +1 301.517.4813 | O: +1 301.762.1600 | F: +1 301.517.4813  

 

vCard | swallace@milesstockbridge.com 

 

 

  

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdynasend.com%2Fsignatures%2Fvcard%2Fbsears-at-milesstockbridge.com.vcf&data=05%7C01%7Cclark.larson%40montgomeryplanning.org%7C4887c35ee19e441f5e9308db481f0ef5%7Ca9061e0c24ca4c1cbeff039bb8c05816%7C0%7C0%7C638183070607645231%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=aXQRuyrzEJ%2BnrrgQpfyNQliWOQL7UlnIg1vKO2I1cyE%3D&reserved=0
mailto:swallace@milesstockbridge.com
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mslaw.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cclark.larson%40montgomeryplanning.org%7C4887c35ee19e441f5e9308db481f0ef5%7Ca9061e0c24ca4c1cbeff039bb8c05816%7C0%7C0%7C638183070607645231%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=EMnFTrpCJyztd1R%2F4%2F1oNpW%2BMmmHQQ2RWFVvvTJCy8o%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fcompany%2Fmiles-%26-stockbridge-p-c-%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cclark.larson%40montgomeryplanning.org%7C4887c35ee19e441f5e9308db481f0ef5%7Ca9061e0c24ca4c1cbeff039bb8c05816%7C0%7C0%7C638183070607645231%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xqcGadKidY%2BFrKhEeHm23FL9%2Ff5PWwQ6eXZvraeFBFg%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2Fmstockbridgelaw&data=05%7C01%7Cclark.larson%40montgomeryplanning.org%7C4887c35ee19e441f5e9308db481f0ef5%7Ca9061e0c24ca4c1cbeff039bb8c05816%7C0%7C0%7C638183070607645231%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=AJ8iXSRcrV4asWcHbkznz1TEqNmkSEVurZS7Xq%2FWwQ4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FMiles-Stockbridge-360764988049&data=05%7C01%7Cclark.larson%40montgomeryplanning.org%7C4887c35ee19e441f5e9308db481f0ef5%7Ca9061e0c24ca4c1cbeff039bb8c05816%7C0%7C0%7C638183070607645231%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3R60%2BUnc41jlNbdKrlRBzOYQs9eLC29wPVkzLIMhUZc%3D&reserved=0
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Attachment B – Written Testimony 
Item 9 - Gordon 

From: Matthew Gordon <mgordon@sgrwlaw.com>  
Sent: Monday, May 1, 2023 3:10 PM 
To: MCP-Chair <mcp-chair@mncppc-mc.org> 
Subject: General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists' Written Testimony for May 4th Planning Board 
Public Hearing on Fairland & Briggs Chaney Master Plan 
 
 
Chair Zyontz and Planning Board Commissioners, 
  
Please see the attached written testimony submitted on behalf of the General Conference of Seventh-
day Adventists for the May 4th Planning Board hearing on the Fairland & Briggs Chaney Master Plan.  
  
Thank you, 
  

 

  

 
Matthew Gordon | Partner | Attorney 
mgordon@sgrwlaw.com 
Direct: 301-634-3150 | Office: 301-986-9600 | 
Fax: 301-986-1301 
 
4416 East West Highway, 4th Floor, Bethesda, 

MD 20814 

  

 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  

 

  

mailto:mgordon@sgrwlaw.com
tel:13016343150
tel:13019869600
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.selzergurvitch.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cclark.larson%40montgomeryplanning.org%7C78747316f60f4c65b42208db4a77ca17%7Ca9061e0c24ca4c1cbeff039bb8c05816%7C0%7C0%7C638185650858732083%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=eiEOdWQCC5FAS8GRpxeWZdmoDrba%2BrCZYri7qwvwEcA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.selzergurvitch.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2020%2F10%2FMatthew-Gordon-.vcf&data=05%7C01%7Cclark.larson%40montgomeryplanning.org%7C78747316f60f4c65b42208db4a77ca17%7Ca9061e0c24ca4c1cbeff039bb8c05816%7C0%7C0%7C638185650858732083%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=nyb06jsh%2FPVXxGIdwm0QrHy1ZY%2F8fs4g1Lsod18h9Qw%3D&reserved=0
tel:13016343150
mailto:mgordon@sgrwlaw.com
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fcompany%2Fselzer-gurvitch-rabin-%26%26obecny-charttered%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cclark.larson%40montgomeryplanning.org%7C78747316f60f4c65b42208db4a77ca17%7Ca9061e0c24ca4c1cbeff039bb8c05816%7C0%7C0%7C638185650858888321%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FNL8eLnJ543QGZocKlg0ZfoUW9oCa3Enp01%2FQmdWFNU%3D&reserved=0
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Attachment B – Written Testimony 
Item 11 - Panickar 

From: cwright01@aol.com <cwright01@aol.com>  
Sent: Monday, May 1, 2023 4:57 PM 
To: MCP-Chair <mcp-chair@mncppc-mc.org> 
Subject: Fairland and Briggs Chaney Master Plan - Written testimony to expand the study area boundary 
 
1 May 2023 

 
Dear Planning Board Chair:  
 
Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to provide my written testimony for review at the Planning 
Board hearing on 4 May 2023.   
 
Public Hearing Item: The Fairland and Briggs Chaney Master Plan draft 
 
Mailing address:   
Cynthia D. Wright  
3112 Winifred Drive 
Burtonsville, MD  20866 
 
 
Testimony Comments /Request: 
 
I would like to request the Planning board consider expanding the northern boundary of the Fairland and 
Briggs Chaney Master Plan map to include a 3.2 acre vacant, wooded parcel located off U.S. 29 that is 
privately owned.  Reference Map 3: Fairland and Briggs Chaney Study Area, my family's property is 
located between the jagged arrow part of the outline and U.S. 29. The address of this parcel is 14831 Old 
Columbia Pike (Tax Description 1244 184 Sopers Seat, Account # 00249956).  
 
 
Background:  
 
The Athey family is one of the original Burtonsville founding families. This parcel was split off from the 
parent Athey property tract on Old Columbia Pike in Burtonsville many years ago when the State of 
Maryland constructed U.S. 29 causing the address to be misleading and confusing since it is actually 
located off the northbound side of U.S 29 near the intersection of Greencastle Road.  The property is 
currently zoned residential and Montgomery County property taxes have been paid accordingly over the 
years. As an inherited owner of the property, I have discovered that the land was left with no 
access/without a right of way for entry/exit when the Townes of Gloucester townhomes were built in the 
1980s.   We have had several buyers over the years interested in purchasing the land but this fact makes 
it impossible to get through to a final sale.   
  
My Grandfather, Roy Jack Athey, was one of the founders of the original Burtonsville Volunteer Fire 
Department and the family continues to support the fire department to this day.  My Grandfather’s love of 
the land and the family's desire to have the land used for the Community led to the sale of another Athey 
property off Spencerville Rd in 2012 to the Maryland Park and Planning Agency for planned recreational 
use with sports fields and park development.  
 
Over the last 5 years, with delays due to the Covid pandemic closures and restrictions in 2020-2022, I 
communicated directly with the County Executive, the Montgomery County Eastern Regional 
Director, several Area 3 Maryland National Capital Parks and Planning Commission Senior Planners, the 
Montgomery County Tax Assessment office, the Maryland State Highway Administration, a local Real 
Estate Lawyer and my mother's estate Lawyer on how to proceed.  None of these communications 
provided viable options on how to proceed with a sale of the property without great personal expense.  
 



Attachment B – Written Testimony 
Item 11 - Panickar 

Comments:    
 
Expanding the current boundary to include this 3.2 acre parcel supports the goals of the Master Plan's 
land use, zoning and environmental items of this study area. 
This also supports the potential future Transporation plan for an exchange at U.S. 29 and Greencastle 
Rd.   
 
I personally have paid the Montgomery County Real Property Taxes since 2015 and it has become a 
financial burden.  The last Planning Member concluded the following "However, without legal and 
perpetual access to Wexhall Terrace, and by extension, the public street network the development 
potential of this property is non-existent. " .  Thus, my family is left with continuing to pay property taxes 
on a land-locked property that is not likely to developed without great expense, if at all.  
 
This small land area addition to the Fairland and Briggs Chaney Master Plan does not cause major 
impacts to the proposed plan.  The sale of this 3.2 acre parcel will reduce my financial burden of paying 
the taxes on an unusable property.   It will enhance the usability of the area.  Both lead to an easy Win-
Win option for Montgomery County Planning, the Community and my family.   
  
 
Request: 
 
Please consider adding this 3.2 acre parcel to the Fairland and Briggs Chaney Master Plan study area 
map and purchase the 3.2 acres at a fair market price now. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of this request.   I look forward to your response.  
 
 
Cynthia D. Wright  
 



Attachment B – Written Testimony 
Item 11 - Panickar 

From: Mani Panickar <mpanickar@gmail.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, May 2, 2023 10:01 AM 
To: MCP-Chair <mcp-chair@mncppc-mc.org> 
Subject: Opposition to recommended zoning change to a piece of land on East Randolph Road (10 
acres)- from Resident of the county. 
 
Hello Chairman, 
I would like to bring to your attention rezoning application LMA H-145PFFCP H-145 that was submitted 
and eventually withdrawn to change the zoning on this piece of church land on East Randolph Rd.   It 
looks like the master plan is also recommending a zoning change for this piece of church land from 
residential to commercial.   
I sincerely request the planning board to reconsider their decision  for the following reasons 
- This a quiet residential neighbour hood 
- The area is surrounded by Churches, School, Temples and homes 
 
And rezoning from Residential to Commercial will 
- impact the quiet neighbourhood 
- add traffic issues 
- Safety to elementary school kids- few commercial shops that already exits 
And with the new developments, coming up  across Rt 29, which has stores and facilities available for 
people to shop and enjoy 
Also, the new white oak town center as well. 
 
We are not against the master plan initiatives; all that we are asking is not to change the zoning of this 
piece of church land from residential to commercial. 
 
Thank you 
Mani Panickar 
2738 Hunters Gate Ter 
Silver Spring MD 20904 
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