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Wheaton Regional Park Forest Conservation Plan 
Descriptions/Explanations of areas of forest that are impacted 
February 10, 2023 

Map 
Code 

Sheet 
Number 

Explanation/Description Record of FCP Amendments (Plan #, date of 
approval, when project is built/will be built) 

A L-1 In this area, forest is shown as cleared to accommodate future 
stream restoration projects.  All tree impacts will be minimized 
or mitigated.   Timing TBD. 

B L-1 In these areas, forest may be impacted due to potential future 
expansion and/or renovation of the Wheaton Stables, which 
the 2022 park master plan recommends will remain at this 
location.  The building and associated infrastructure for 
Wheaton Stables is aging/deteriorating and will require 
significant renovation to keep it safe and comfortable for both 
employees and patrons for years to come.  Timing TBD.  

C L-2 In this area, forest is shown as cleared to accommodate future 
trail improvement and stream restoration projects.  All tree 
impacts will be minimized or mitigated.  Timing TBD.  

D L-2 These areas are not technically forest; these areas are 
cultivated landscapes within Brookside Gardens.  

E L-2 In these areas, forest is shown as cleared to accommodate 
planned stream restoration projects, including the Glenallan 
Tributary (Summer 2023).  All tree impacts will be minimized or 
mitigated.   

F L-3 This area is shown as technically cleared for purposes of facility 
maintenance.  It is the location of the Amphitheatre for 
Brookside Nature Center.   

G L-4, L-2 These areas are shown as cleared to accommodate projects 
recommended in the 2022 park master plan.  Including paving 

Attachment B
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Map 
Code 

Sheet 
Number 

Explanation/Description Record of FCP Amendments (Plan #, date of 
approval, when project is built/will be built) 

the gravel road and a new group picnic area with associated 
amenities.  Timing TBD.  

H L-4 In these areas, forest is shown as cleared to accommodate 
future stream restoration projects.  All tree impacts will be 
minimized or mitigated.   Timing TBD.  

 

J L-4 This area is shown as technically cleared for purposes of 
spillway maintenance 

 

K L-4 This area is shown as cleared to accommodate planned plaza 
project, as recommended in the 2022 park master plan.  Timing 
TBD.   

 

L L-4 This area is shown as cleared to accommodate potential 
expansion and renovation of the dog park, as recommended in 
the 2022 park master plan.  Timing TBD.   

 

M L-5, L-7 This area is shown as cleared to accommodate planned 
renovations to the existing hard surface trail.  Timing TBD.  

 

N L-5 This area is shown as cleared to accommodate a new hard 
surface park trail, as recommended in the 2022 park master 
plan.   Timing TBD.  

 

O L-5 This area is shown as cleared to accommodate the proposed 
expansion and renovation of the Wheaton Maintenance Yard, 
as recommended in the 2022 park master plan. Timing TBD.  

 

P L-5 This area is shown as cleared to accommodate a future stream 
restoration and/or trail culvert projects.  All tree impacts will 
be minimized or mitigated.  Timing TBD.  

 

Q L-6 These areas are shown as cleared to accommodate a future 
stream restoration project.  All tree impacts will be minimized 
or mitigated. Timing TBD.  

 

R L-6 This area is shown as cleared to accommodate potential 
improvements (e.g., outfall/stream restoration, trail 
connection(s) to Nairn Trail, etc.) associated with the planned 
Adventure Sports Park, as recommended in the 2022 park 
master plan.  Only specific areas may be affected; the project is 
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Code 

Sheet 
Number 

Explanation/Description Record of FCP Amendments (Plan #, date of 
approval, when project is built/will be built) 

unlikely to impact the entire area shown.  Preliminary 
engineering underway in Winter/Spring 2023.  

S L-7 This area is shown as cleared to accommodate planned 
improvements, as recommended in the 2022 park master plan.  
Including new soccer fields, new parking lots and a new park 
entrance road. Timing TBD.  

 

T L-1 In this area, forest is shown as cleared to accommodate future 
stream restoration projects.  All tree impacts will be minimized 
or mitigated.  (Lower Glenallan Tributary Stream Restoration; 
Construction timeframe = 2026) 

 

U L-1 In these areas, forest is shown as cleared to accommodate 
future projects.  All tree impacts will be minimized or 
mitigated.  (Brookside Nature Center Annex bridge 
replacement and stream restoration; Construction timeframe – 
Winter 2023-24) 

 

V L-1 In these areas, forest is shown as cleared to accommodate 
future projects.  All tree impacts will be minimized or 
mitigated.  (Brookside Nature Center entrance bridge 
replacement and stream restoration; Construction timeframe = 
2025) 

 

W L-2 In these areas, forest is shown as cleared to accommodate 
future project.  (New plaza for Brookside Gardens entrance 
from Shorefield Area, as recommended in the 2022 park 
master plan; Construction timeframe = Winter 2024/25) 

 

X L-2 In these areas, forest is shown as cleared to accommodate 
future projects.  All tree impacts will be minimized or 
mitigated.  (Culvert replacement and associated stream 
restoration – timing TBD) 

 

Y L-4, L-6 In these areas, forest is shown as cleared to accommodate 
future projects.  (Nairn Trail and Outfall Rehabilitation; 
Construction timeframe = Summer/Fall 2023 
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Explanation/Description Record of FCP Amendments (Plan #, date of 
approval, when project is built/will be built) 

Z L-6 In these areas, forest is shown as cleared to accommodate 
future projects.  All tree impacts will be minimized or 
mitigated.  Parker Avenue Outfall Rehabilitation (Construction 
timeframe = Spring/Summer 2023) 

 

AA L-6 In these areas, forest is shown as cleared to accommodate 
future projects.  (Wheaton Trail Loop Rehabilitation; 
Construction timeframe = Summer 2023) 

 

 

 



From: Andrew Stein
To: Lindsey, Amy; ira.h.ungar@gmail.com; Balmer, Emily; councilmember.fani-gonzalez@montgomerycountymd.gov
Date: Monday, February 27, 2023 2:25:56 PM

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] Exercise caution when opening attachments, clicking links, or
responding.

Hi all, 

I'm a resident of Kemp Mill, and I am writing to urge you to reconsider the proposal to
ELIMINATE three tennis courts at Wheaton and replace them with non dual use pickleball
courts. I enjoy both tennis and pickleball but oppose this proposal. 

Wheaton already has two outdoor tennis courts with lines put down in different colors so that
they can be used for both tennis and pickleball. Those courts should be plenty as the 6 tennis
courts are used heavily, but the pickleball ones are rarely used. Removing 3 existing heavily
used tennis courts would deprive people in the neighborhood of recreation and physical
exercise. The existing format allows for both sports to be played side by side and is working
well. 

In addition,.new pickleball courts are already available now at the Wheaton Community
Recreation Center (in the Wheaton Library Building), near the park
(https://www.trumba.com/calendars/wheaton?
filter1=_1385414_&filterfield1=49670&media=print). And there is already additional
pickleball availability in the Wheaton Indoor Tennis courts at the park
(https://montgomeryparks.org/parks-and-trails/wheaton-regional-park/indoorhe -tennis-
facility/).

Pickleball has indeed gotten a lot of attention recently but tennis remains the more popular
sport. Four times as many Americans play tennis as play pickleball. Furthermore, the
pickleball wave may be cresting. The Washington Post listed pickleball as "out" in its annual
"In/Out" list this past January. It would be unwise and short sighted to destroy existing tennis
courts for a new sport whose popularity may not be long lasting.

Thanks so much for your consideration.

Andrew Stein
11702 Saddlerock Rd, Silver Spring 

Attachment C
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The Wheaton stables and Brookside Gardens are the  two main attractions that set Wheaton
apart from other areas of Silver Spring.  They help to keep Wheaton on the map as a
desirable place to visit and live. The horses make it seem as if Wheaton is serene and
pastoral in contrast to the bad and the ugly of Wheaton. Why not demolish,  repurpose,
renovate, that eyesore called Glenmont center. That place is an embarrassment. I go out of
my way many times to drive past the stables on my way home just to avoid driving past GA
Ave and Glenmont center. So much of Wheaton/Glenmont looks like struggle. The stables
look like peace and hope. We do not need more housing units at the expense of the stables. 

Carolyn J. Harris
1536 Hugo Circle
Silver Spring  20906



From: Eizenstat, Jay
To: Lindsey, Amy; Balmer, Emily; councilmember.fani-gonzalez@montgomerycountymd.gov; ira.h.ungar@gmail.com
Subject: Wheaton Outdoor Tennis Courts
Date: Thursday, February 23, 2023 12:24:06 PM
Attachments: image001.png

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] Exercise caution when opening attachments, clicking links, or
responding.

Dear Ms. Lindsey, Ms. Balmer, Councilmember Gonzalez, and Mr. Ungar:
 
As a longtime resident of the Kemp Mill neighborhood in Silver Spring, I am writing express concern
and strong opposition to the County’s plan to eliminate three of the outdoor tennis courts and
replace them with non-dual use pickleball courts.
 
Wheaton already has two outdoor tennis courts with lines put down in different colors so that they
can be used for both tennis and pickleball. Those courts should be plenty as the 6 tennis courts are
used heavily for tennis, but only rarely for pickleball.  Given the popularity of the tennis courts,
removing 3 existing heavily used tennis courts would deprive residents of the neighborhood access
to recreation and physical exercise.
 
In addition, new pickleball courts are already available now at the Wheaton Community Recreation
Center (in the Wheaton Library Building), near the park
(https://www.trumba.com/calendars/wheaton?filter1=_1385414_&filterfield1=49670&media=print)
.  And there is already additional pickleball availability in the Wheaton Indoor Tennis courts at the
park (https://montgomeryparks.org/parks-and-trails/wheaton-regional-park/indoorhe -tennis-
facility/) .
 
Pickleball has indeed gotten a lot of attention recently but tennis remains a far more popular sport. 
Four times as many Americans play tennis as play pickleball.  Furthermore, the pickleball wave may
be cresting.  The Washington Post listed pickleball as "out" in its annual "In/Out" list this past
January.  It would be unwise and short sighted to destroy existing tennis courts for a new sport that
may not be long lasting.
 
Thanks so much for your consideration of my concerns.
 
Jay Eizenstat
 
 
 
Jay L. Eizenstat, Esq.
Senior Director, Global Trade & Public Affairs
Global Public Affairs
M +1-202-330-2311
E jay.eizenstat@effem.com
mars.com
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From: Brown, Angela
To: Eva K Sullivan; MCP-Chair
Cc: Kines, Charles
Subject: RE: Wheaton Park Stables
Date: Monday, February 13, 2023 11:11:24 AM

Good Morning Ms. Sullivan,
 
Mr. Charles Kines, who is cc'd above, is the Lead Reviewer for this project.  You can contact him with
any and all questions and concerns that you may have.
 
Regards,
Angela Brown
 
Angela P. Brown
Planning Technician Manager
Public Information, Addressing & Permit Review
Intake  & Regulatory Coordination Division (IRC)
The Maryland National Capital Park & Planning Commission
2425 Reedie Drive, Wheaton, Maryland 20902
301-495-4611 (Office)
301-495-1306 (Fax)
angela.brown@montgomeryplanning.org
www.montgomeryplanning.org
 

From: Eva K Sullivan <ergosullivan@gmail.com> 
Sent: Saturday, February 11, 2023 8:37 AM
To: Brown, Angela <angela.brown@montgomeryplanning.org>; MCP-Chair <mcp-chair@mncppc-
mc.org>
Subject: Wheaton Park Stables
 
Dear Park & Planning,
 
It is my understanding that there’s a plan to get rid of the horse stables in Wheaton Regional Park. I hope
you will reconsider use of this valuable green space and keep the stables intact. This open land adds value
to a community and preserves a natural environment for future generations to enjoy. Once the land is
developed, there is no going back to its natural state. 
 
Please think outside the box if money is the driving force behind this decision. Look at what Sligo Golf
Course has done with the Friday evening music concerts that attract paying customers (for food and drinks).
Maybe Wheaton Stables should consider a horse-friendly event that would bring income. I know for me, I’d
go for a coffee shop or wine bar, art gallery, or something like that. 
 
Please keep Wheaton Stables intact to preserve this open space for future Montgomery County residents to
enjoy.
 

mailto:Angela.Brown@montgomeryplanning.org
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Eva Sullivan
Silver Spring



From: Greg Simon <gsimon2014@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, February 10, 2023 2:47 PM
To: Brown, Angela <angela.brown@montgomeryplanning.org>
Subject: Save the Wheaton horse stable
Dear Angela Brown
I hate having to write this email every year. We in the Wheaton community want to keep the 
horse stable and not convert to a new use. Please rather than wasting money every year 
evaluating it, use the more to renovate it.
The stable serve an invaluable use for the community and speaking for my self I really just 
love to walk by them and enjoy watching them.
It adds a special character to the area and I would hate to see it removed.
Greg Simon
12043 Remington Dr
Silver spring Md 20902
202 738 6333



I have just finished reading the new plans put out by the Parks for various parks and facilities, 
including Wheaton Regional stables.  I have many concerns about some of the features of the 
plans included here for the parks but especially about the statements and plans regarding the 
Stables at Wheaton Regional.
As a former boarder there and some one who fondly remembers all the people and horses 
throughout the decades who have been there, including my own ( I had a horse actually born to 
my mare there) , decades of memories, I’m also a former Park Naturalist who got her start at 
Brookside, so I know those trails extremely well.
Horses trails are great as horse trails. We share well with hikers as long as hikers realize that we 
are all there to enjoy the experience together.  For us, that may include a lovely canter, fast trot, 
or a slow paced walk to gaze upon the nature around us.  I can remember having bikers running 
us down, spooking young people on horseback, hikers yelling at to move away from their 
barking dogs (a bad situation) ignorant they were on a horse trail, and other, runners, quickly 
coming up behind a horse because they refused to read trail signs. There are plenty of trails 
there, well marked so that they don’t have to be on a Horse Path. It’s a clear decision.
Now you want to increase public usage  purposely? The public has plenty of options to hike, run, 
bike, or enjoy the scenic nature views.  But for the County equestrians, the Park and Planners 
seem to think that we are unimportant and unlikely to miss an old friend and well established 
equestrian center and trails system like Wheaton Regional.  I assure you , that’s not the case.
For so many, especially for those who love horses, a place like Wheaton is essential in its 
accessibility and price range.  They have pony rides, indoor and outdoor rings , trails, and 
boarding.  That wide range of activities and usage is needed and amazing.  It needs our support 
in every way, not for its leadership to be looking for ways to subtly diminish it.
Everywhere I look I see more and more land turned over to soccer fields. Baseball too.  That’s 
great.  Athletics need the county to be supportive. That includes Athletes like equestrians .
But what happened to the 70/30 rule?  What’s gained to just leaving nature for nature? Wheaton 
Park is already overwhelmed and overdeveloped, way past the 70/30 percentile.  With every new 
move, like making the riding trails “multi purpose “ I can guarantee more people and less nature 
follows.
Fix up the stables, leave the trails alone. You know what’s over a $2 to 3 billion dollar industry 
in Maryland? Especially Montgomery County? Horses.  Backyard, stabled, beginner, 
intermediate riders.  Horse lovers.   As someone who’s both a horse owner, lifelong horse lover, 
former Park Naturalist, consider I do have experience and have experienced that which I’m 
specifically talking about.
Please take this into account when or if going forward with any plans.
Thank you
Melanie Marshall
Sent from my iPhone



------------------- Original Message -------------------
From: Roxanne Mirabal-Beltran <roxmb@yahoo.com>; 
Received: Mon Feb 13 2023 22:33:57 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard Time)
To: MCP-Chair@mncppc-mc.org <mcp-chair@mncppc-mc.org>; MCP-Chair # <mcp-chair@mncppc-
mc.org>; <mcp-chair@mncppc-mc.org>; 
Subject: Wheaton Stables 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] Exercise caution when opening attachments, clicking links, or responding.

Good evening,

This is my request that the Wheaton Stables be maintained as it currently stands on the approved 
Master Plan. I disagree with the draft which suggests that the stables be done away with.

The only of its kind in this down county region, the Wheaton stables provide a valuable resource that 
offers pre-vocational and vocational experiences to individuals with developmental disabilities. It is 
lovely to walk the trails of Wheaton and see riders — such a beautiful site in such an urban area.

Please simply update the existing structures so that this gem can continue to bring joy to the 
residents of this county. Please desist in continually trying to undermine the voice of the community 
who has already spoken in support of the Wheaton stables for several years. Enough is enough. 
Build the pedestrian paths, update the structures, and then make it easier for your residents to enjoy 
the gifts this space offers.

Roxanne Mirabal-Beltran
505 Ridgewell Way
20902
240-505-3828



From: Richard Lippman <richard.lippman@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, February 12, 2023 5:17 PM
To: MCP-Chair <mcp-chair@mncppc-mc.org>; Brown, Angela <angela.brown@montgomeryplanning.org>
Cc: info@marcelrich.org; Richard Lippman <richard.lippman@gmail.com>; Susan Lippman
<susan.papp.lippman@gmail.com>
Subject: Wheaton Stables

To the Planning Committee:

I am writing to you in the concern about the upcoming meeting of the MNCPPC on February 14, 2023 regarding the 
future planning and fate of the Wheaton Stables within Wheaton Regional Park.  I am writing to you in support of 
keeping Wheaton Stables and its resident horses available to the public.

Our family has lived near Wheaton Regional Park and the Wheaton Stables for over 35 years.  One of the most 
remarkable benefits of this region of Montgomery County is the presence of the Stables and the opportunity the 
Stables provide for everyone of all ages to ride, learn, volunteer and maintain the horses that are housed at the 
stables.  This is something unique to the County, particularly to have these benefits so close in to the city and 
available to the residents of Montgomery County.

What a shame it would be to close down the stables and deny the opportunity for what the stables can provide in the 
form of healthy and wholesome activity particularly for young children who dream of learning to ride horses, and 
even compete in horse related sports-right here in the County, in a lovely and pristine location in the heart of 
Montgomery County- a respite from urban growth and congestion.

Come and breathe the air!! We gain nothing by removing and taking away recreational facilities a little bit at a time, 
and to what purpose?.  There needs to be refuge and reserve to this precious land in our midst.  The horses do not 
bother anyone, but they do enhance the environment.  The trails in Wheaton Regional are ideal for them, and for
those who ride; and the stables allow for their care and health, as well as the paddocks that accompany the barn for
people to learn riding skills not available anywhere else within a reasonable distance in “down county”
Montgomery.

Save the stables!

Richard E. Lippman
1171 Kersey Rd
Silver Spring, MD 20902

Richard.lippman@gmail.com

Cc: Marc Elrich, County Executive



From: Tony Li <tony.li.public@gmail.com> 
Sent: Friday, February 10, 2023 11:12 AM
To: Brown, Angela <angela.brown@montgomeryplanning.org>; MCP-Chair <mcp-chair@mncppc-
mc.org>
Subject: Wheaton Regional Park Final Forest Conservation Plan MR 2023010

I am emailing to provide written testimony regarding MR2023010, Wheaton Regional Park Final Forest
Conservation Plan, in particular plans for the Equestrian Center.

The Equestrian Center provides an irreplaceable service to this region of the county and its youth. It
serves a unique purpose in community outreach and accessibility to the county's heritage.

I ask that the Board listens to the feedback of the local residents who actually use and support the
park, and reevaluate your plans for the Equestrian Center.

Kind regards,
Tony Li
1518 Ingram Ter
Silver Spring, MD
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From: David Volosov
To: Lindsey, Amy; emily.balmer@montgomerycountyplanning.org; councilmember.fani-

gonzalez@montgomerycountyplanning.org; ira.h.ungar@gmail.com
Subject: Wheaton Tennis Courts
Date: Thursday, February 23, 2023 10:32:08 AM

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] Exercise caution when opening attachments, clicking links, or
responding.

Hi, 

I am writing to you as I recently heard about a proposal to remove some of the tennis courts in
Wheaton and replace them with Pickleball Courts.  My family and I routinely use those tennis
courts.  I rarely if ever see people using the courts for pickleball, even though some of the
tennis courts have pickleball lines drawn on them.  What's more, pickleball is a new fad, and
like most/ all fads, it is likely to pass quickly.  

Tennis, on the other hand, is a timeless sport that is open to people of all ages.  In fact, there is
a gentleman in his 80s who I met on the courts who plays tennis daily.  There are multiple
groups of older people, middle-aged people (such as myself), and younger people (such as my
children and their friends) who use the tennis courts on a regular basis.  Frankly, I would like
to see the county add tennis courts as there can sometimes be a wait, especially when the
weather is nice.

I can go on and on, but I want to respect your time.  In a nutshell, tennis is a timeless classic
sport played by countless local people of all ages.  Pickleball is a passing fad.  We should not
deprive people of their access to tennis courts to make room for a passing fad.

Thank you, 
David Volosov
(Auth Lane in Silver Spring / Wheaton)
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