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Land Use Morning Peak Hour Evening Peak Hour 

Existing Approved/Vested (credit) 

General Office 
354,840 sq ft 

659 628 

Proposed 

General Office 
311,233 sq ft 

587 563 

Daycare 
190 Students 

176 168 

Proposed Total 763 731 

 

Net New Person Trips 104 103 
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DPS-ROW CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL May 1, 2023 
 

81983080C Parcel M Washington Science Center  
Contact: Sam Farhadi at 240 777-6333 
 
We have reviewed site plan file:  
 
 “07-BSITE-81983080C-002.pdf” uploaded on/ dated “12/1/2022”. 
 
As there seems to be minimal impact to the County ROW, we do not have any comment 
at this point.  
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

 

                                              
Office of the Director 

101 Monroe Street 10th Floor · Rockville Maryland 20850 · 240-777-7170 · 240-777-7178 FAX 
www.montgomerycountymd.gov 

Located one block west of the Rockville Metro Station 

Marc Elrich  Al R. Roshdieh 
County Executive  Director 

 

July 7, 2023 
 
 
Mr. Richard Brockmyer, Transportation Planner III 

Area 2 Planning Division 

The Maryland-National Capital 

Park & Planning Commission 

2425 Reedie Drive, Floor 13 

Wheaton MD 20902 

 

RE: Washington Science Center 

             Traffic Impact Study Review 

 

Dear Mr. Brockmyer:     

 

We have completed our review of the revised Local Area Transportation Review and Transportation 

Policy Area Review (TIS) report dated May 23, 2023, and prepared by Lenhart Traffic Consulting, Inc.  

Total development evaluated by the analysis includes: 

 

 Replacing 15,247 square feet of the existing office space with a day care (190 students). 

 

We offer the following comments: 

 

Adequacy Determination 

 

1. The project uses the 2020-2024 Growth and Infrastructure Policy adopted on November 16, 

2020, (Council Resolution #19-655). 

2. The following adequacy tests are required for the project: 

a. The subject site is in the Orange Policy Area (North Bethesda); therefore, the motor 

adequacy test is required. 

b.  The project will generate between 100-199 peak hour person trips, the pedestrian, 

bicycle, and transit adequacy tests are required since the development generates more 

than 50-peak hour trips for each adequacy. 
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Motor Vehicle System Adequacy  

 

1. The project studied three intersections, including its site access point along Executive 

Boulevard.  The other two intersections studied are Josiah Henson Parkway and Executive 

Boulevard and Executive Boulevard and Old Georgetown Road.   

2. The Executive Boulevard and Old Georgetown Road is in the White Flint Policy Area, a Red 

Policy Area that does not require vehicle adequacy test. However, MCDOT believes that while 

the intersection is in a red policy area, the project is located in an Orange Policy Area, and it is 

required to be studied.  

3. Based on the consultant’s study, each intersection will operate with an average delay below 

the 71 second threshold; therefore, no mitigation is required.  

Pedestrian System Adequacy 

 

1. Per the GIP, the applicant is required to analyze three components of the Pedestrian System 

Adequacy Test within 750-foot study area – Pedestrian Level of Comfort (PLOC), Street lights, 

and ADA Compliance. 

a. The PLOC deficiencies show that several sections of paths and crossings evaluated do 

meet the standards. The consultant states that the improvements need to be made would 

be “substantial” which are unlikely to be completed by the applicant given the cost 

constraint established in the proportionality guide. 

b. The consultant states that the streetlighting meets the adequacy requirements of 

Montgomery County and there is ample street lighting within the walkshed. 

c. The consultant depicts the ADA compliance issues within 300-feet of the site.  The 

applicant details the specific compliance issues and recommended mitigation. 

2. In addition, the applicant has agreed to fix update the pedestrian crossings at their site access 

point.  This will include the pedestrian signal heads and crosswalks. Staff have agreed to the 

following condition: 

To satisfy Section 59-D.3.4.d of the zoning ordinance and provide adequate, safe, and efficient 

access, within one year of the submittal of the Certified Site Plan, the Applicant must upgrade the 

existing signalized access with new accessible pedestrian signals (APS) and countdown 

pedestrian signals (CPS).  The design and construction must be coordinated with MCDOT.  

Bicycle System Adequacy 

 

1. The consultant analyzed 750-feet from the site frontage for bicycle system adequacy. 

This test is to evaluate the Level of Traffic Stress for bicyclists in this area.   
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2. Based on their analysis, the consultant recommends separated bike lanes to meet 

the low level of traffic stress. According to the consultant, they recommend that the 

off-site improvement budge be utilized for the pedestrian system, since the bicycle 

system is a significant amount.  

Bus Transit System Adequacy 

 

1. Per the GIP, the consultant studied the bus transit system adequacy within 1,000 

feet of the site frontage. 

2. The Consultant states that they are responsible for upgrading two bus shelters.  

Based on the cost of constructing the bus shelters, the bus transit improvements are 

not feasible according to the consultant.  

Vision Zero Impact Statement 

 

1. A Vision Zero Statement is required since the project generates more than 50 peak hour 

person trips.  This statement must assess and propose solutions to high injury networks 

and safety issues, review traffic speeds, and describe in detail how safe site access will 

be provided.  

2. According to the consultant, the eastern portion of Executive Boulevard in the study area 

is located within the White Flint West Workaround Vision Zero Project. This includes 

various projects to improve travel and safety in White Flint.  There are no HIN segments 

within the study required distances. 

SUMMARY 

 

We agree with the findings of the report.  The vehicular adequacy test is met and no mitigation is 

required. The applicant will provide upgraded pedestrian facilities at their site access point.  
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 Thank you for the opportunity to review this report. If you have any questions or comments 

regarding this letter, please contact me for this project, at (240) 777-2118 or 

rebecca.torma@montgomerycountymd.gov. 

 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 

 
Rebecca Torma, Manager 
Development Review Team 
Office of Transportation Policy 

 
SharePoint/transportation/directors office/development review/Rebecca/Tis/Washington science center tis review.docx 
 
 
 
cc-e: Correspondence FY 2024 
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