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The Application meets the requirements of Chapter 22A of the Montgomery County Forest 

Conservation Law. A Forest Conservation Exemption Plan was confirmed, Plan No 42024008E, 

on July 5, 2023.   



Existing Plan: 24432 Ridge Road, Damascus, MD 20872

The above image was obtained from Montgomery County Gov via MontgomeryPlanning.org

#1 in orange shows the private driveway leading to the property

#2 in yellow shows the paved circle connecting to the driveway, providing a convenient turn around
spot for potential customers

#3 in red shows the two dedicated parking spaces. (The majority of our proposed business will not 
require customers to enter the property, so 2 parking spots will be more than sufficient.)

#4 in green shows the house

#5 in blue shows the property lot lines

"0" – You will notice two small areas with zeros on them. One is a small concrete slab that isn't used
for anything. The other is unknown to us. We are guessing that in the past there may have been a 
shed there, there is not currently any structure there, we can only assume the shed came down and 
the Montgomery County website wasn't updated to show its removal.
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Site Plan: 24432 Ridge Road, Damascus, MD 20872

The above image was obtained from Montgomery County Gov via MontgomeryPlanning.org

Home Away From Home Pet Care (HAFH) does not plan to make any site changes at this time.

The personal residents of the property will have a fence installed, unrelated to HAFH business 
operations.

The proposed location of the fence for the personal residents is show in #6 in pink.

Though the fence will be for the use of the personal residnts, it will also serve as an added safety 
feature for canine guests of HAFH. Guests will enter the indoor dog care area through the fence that
will lead into the lower level. Canine guests will be walked on leash, within the fenced area to 
relieve themselves.

HAFH is completely open to moving the outdoor relieving area to any other location on the 
property, should the zoning department advise us to do so.
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From: Benham, Heidi
To: Carol Jarvinen; Flemming, Jason; Mathers, Dustin C.
Cc: Home Away From Home Pet Boarding; Beall, Mark
Subject: RE: 24432 Ridge Rd, conditional use application
Date: Wednesday, July 12, 2023 1:46:11 PM
Attachments: image001.png

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] Exercise caution when opening attachments, clicking links, or
responding.

Mark,
 
DPS Well and Septic has no objections to the proposed Home Away From Home Pet Care operation. The
property is served by a private septic system and public water. The use will not have an impact on the
groundwater. Further, the facility operations would not require any increase to the existing permitted
septic system capacity.
 
Any future applications submitted to DPS, will be subject to a septic review.
 
Please let me know if you have any further questions.
 
Thanks,
 
Heidi Benham
Manager, Well and Septic Section
2425 Reedie Drive, 7th floor
Wheaton, MD 20902
Office: 240-777-6318
Heidi.benham@montgomerycountymd.gov

 
 
 
 

From: Carol Jarvinen <jarvinenc@yahoo.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, July 5, 2023 11:42 AM
To: Flemming, Jason <Jason.Flemming@montgomerycountymd.gov>; Mathers, Dustin C.
<Dustin.Mathers@montgomerycountymd.gov>; Benham, Heidi
<Heidi.Benham@montgomerycountymd.gov>
Cc: Home Away From Home Pet Boarding <hafh.information@gmail.com>; Beall, Mark
<mark.beall@montgomeryplanning.org>
Subject: Re: 24432 Ridge Rd, conditional use application
 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

Hello Heidi,
 

Attachment D
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I have attached our original application which includes operational details, as well as a subsequent additional
application information packet, and a color version of our site plan. To summarize the specific details you
mention below, there will be a maximum of 15 dogs at any one time.  There will be no outdoor kennels.  There
are no additional staff other then we 3 homeowner/applicants.  You will notice that our original application
mentioned using our septic for disposal of solid dog waste, however, that was just one option, and our
preference is to use a professional pet waste disposal company, which was also mentioned as an option. 
 
Thank you for your assistance, please let me know if you have any other questions or for clarification.
 
Carol Jarvinen
410 428 1401
 
On Wednesday, July 5, 2023 at 08:10:19 AM EDT, Benham, Heidi
<heidi.benham@montgomerycountymd.gov> wrote:
 
 

Carol,

 

Please provide more details regarding the dog day care operation, such as number of dogs, kennels (if any),
facility layout, staff, etc. I will go over this information with the area reviewer and get back to you.

 

Thank you,

 

Heidi Benham

Manager, Well and Septic Section

2425 Reedie Drive, 7th floor

Wheaton, MD 20902

Office: 240-777-6318

Heidi.benham@montgomerycountymd.gov

 

 

 

 

From: Carol Jarvinen <jarvinenc@yahoo.com> 
Sent: Monday, July 3, 2023 4:32 PM
To: Flemming, Jason <Jason.Flemming@montgomerycountymd.gov>
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Cc: Home Away From Home Pet Boarding <hafh.information@gmail.com>; Beall, Mark
<mark.beall@montgomeryplanning.org>; Benham, Heidi <Heidi.Benham@montgomerycountymd.gov>
Subject: Re: 24432 Ridge Rd, conditional use application

 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

I am re-sending, I had .com instead of .gov on some of the email addresses.

 

On Monday, July 3, 2023 at 02:16:19 PM EDT, Carol Jarvinen <jarvinenc@yahoo.com> wrote:

 

 

Hello,

 

We have submitted an application with the county for a conditional use permit to operate a small dog day care
facility at the property in the subject line.  Mark Beall, the Zoning Planner who is reviewing our application,
requested that we ask your department for a letter/email with regards to our plan for disposal of dog waste, and
that it would not be expected to have a negative impact on the groundwater or septic systems.  Please let us
know what you need from us, or if you would like to discuss by phone.  We did not want to inundate you in this
email with our full application and proposal.

 

Thank you,

 

Carol Jarvinen, Emily Jarvinen, Mario Chavarry

410 428 1401

For more helpful Cybersecurity Resources, visit: https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/cybersecurity
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