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Figure 1. Transportation Policy Areas

Red Policy Areas

2 Bethesda CBD

5  Chevy Chase Lake

14 Forest Glen

15  Friendship Heights

20  Glenmont

23 Grosvenor

25  Lyttonsville

26 Medical Center

29  North Bethesda Metro Station
34  Purple Line East

37 Rockville Town Center
40  Shady Grove

41  Silver Spring CBD

43 Takoma

44 Twinbrook

45  Wheaton

48  Woodside
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Orange Policy Areas

1 Aspen Hill

3 Bethesda/Chevy Chase

4 Burtonsville Town Center

6  Clarksburg East

7 Clarksburg Town Center

12 Derwood

13 Fairland/Briggs Chaney

16  Gaithersburg

17  Germantown East

18 Germantown Town Center
19 Germantown West

21  Great Seneca Communities
22 Great Seneca Life Science Center
24  Kensington/Wheaton

27  Montgomery Village / Airpark
28 North Bethesda

32  Olney Town Center
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Rock Spring

Rockville City

Silver Spring/Takoma Park
White Oak

White Oak Downtown

Yellow Policy Areas
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Clarksburg West
Cloverly
Colesville
Damascus
North Potomac
Olney

Potomac

Green Policy Areas

38
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Rural East
Rural Wes
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Chapter 1. Introduction

A. Principles of Local Area Transportation Review

Chapter 50 of the County Code states that the Planning Board can only approve a
development application if public facilities will adequately support it. To administer the
Adequate Public Facilities (APF) regulation, the County Council uses its Growth and
Infrastructure Policy (GIP). This policy sets measurable service levels and parameters for
mitigation to enable development to proceed.

The Planning Board makes transportation adequacy findings through the Local Area
Transportation Review (LATR) process. This process evaluates the area surrounding a
proposed development and forecasts the development’s impact on transportation facilities. It
then determines whether and how the development applicant will mitigate inadequate
transportation infrastructure. Development applicants must show that the surrounding
facilities are adequate or correct inadequate infrastructure to an extent proportional with its
impact, either by providing or paying for needed facilities.

The LATR Guidelines detail the specific documentation and analysis required to demonstrate
transportation adequacy for proposed developments that require an APF finding.

A proposed development expected to generate at least 30 total net new weekday peak-hour
vehicle trips and not otherwise exempt must complete an LATR Study. Exempt projects,
including those generating fewer than 30 total net new peak-hour weekday motor vehicle
trips, must complete an LATR Study Exemption Statement describing the basis for exemption.

The LATR Study determines transportation adequacy for both motor vehicle and non-motor
vehicle travel. Making an adequacy determination involves both assessing the condition of
public infrastructure and predicting future demand from the proposed development. The
2024-2028 GIP, adopted by the County Council on November 12,2024, sets the LATR Study
requirements.

Montgomery Planning’s review and the Planning Board’s decisions are based on existing and
programmed transportation infrastructure and proposed mitigation measures (physical
improvements or payments) made by the Applicant. An LATR Study must reasonably and
appropriately reflect the impact of the proposed subdivision or project after considering all
approved development and programmed transportation projects.

Note that other elements of the regulatory process—including site layout design, site access,
and internal site travel circulation features—also determine development approval conditions
related to transportation. Montgomery Planning evaluates these elements based on design
standards independent of LATR.
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Figure 2. Transportation Adequacy Form

(PartA)
|
Transportation Adequacy Screening

(Part B)
Trip Generation Estimate and LATR Study Determination

[ Project Information J

Fewer than 30 net new peak-hour weekday motor
vehicle trips or otherwise exempt?

O ]

LATR Study Exempt LATR Study Required
I |
LATR Exemption Vision Zero Statement and
Statement Non-Motor Vehicle Analysis
(Part C) (Part D)

Red Policy Area or Downtown?

Motor Vehicle

Analysis
(Part E)

Mitigation
(Part F)

Acknowledgements and Discussion
(Part G)
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activities, construction year, and any other pertinent details. Note
any prior approvals or proposals.

° Site Access: Describe the proposed site access points for all modes.
Show curb cut locations (proposed and existing), access controls
(e.g., right-in/out, signalized), connections between parcels, internal
movement, private roads, parking/loading areas, and other site
access details. Include maps or graphics as an attachment.

B. Transportation Adequacy Screening (Part B)

The Applicant must provide the requested information in Part B of the Transportation
Adequacy Form. This section describes how to estimate trip generation and determine if the
project requires an LATR Study. Trip generation estimates are required for all proposed
developments, regardless of whether they are exempt from the LATR Study requirement due
to their land use or location.

B1l. Trip Generation Estimates

Trip estimation helps assess a proposed development’s impact on the
transportation network. The Applicant must:

e Provide motor vehicle trip estimates categorized by land use
and development phase for the weekday AM and PM peaks and
the daily total.

e Complete the summary table within the form, and include an
attachment outlining the method, calculations, and supporting
data. This attachment should clearly reference sources,
including the Institute of Transportation Engineers (ITE)
average trip rates, land use codes, and TripGen software
version. It must also include and identify policy area
adjustment factors and supported trip reductions.

For developments of five or fewer single-family dwellings without additional
land uses, trip generation estimates are not mandatory. In such cases, the
assumption is that the development will generate fewer than 30 net new
weekday peak-hour vehicle trips.

To calculate trip generation rates, follow the steps below.

1. Select Time Periods
Provide motor vehicle trip estimates categorized by land use and
development phase for the weekday AM and PM peaks and the daily total.
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Applicant an opportunity to describe any additional assumptions, unusual circumstances, or
other topics for discussion not covered by the form.
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Table 4:
HCM Average Vehicle Delay
) Standard*
(seconds/vehicle)
Rural East Green a1
Rural West
Damascus Green 48
Clarksburg West Yellow 51
Cloverly
North Potomac Vellow 55
Potomac
Olney
Clarksburg East
Germantown East 55
Germantown West
Yellow
23
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30 of 77



