
Community Suggestion 

Category Community Suggestion via Open Town Hall Staff Response

Accessibility & Inclusion More pavilions, parking, and restrooms that are wheelchair accessible

Accessibility & Inclusion What happened to the grand plans for Longbranch park at Wayne and University?

Accessibility & Inclusion Thanks for taking suggestions from the public - the are a lot of amazing parks throughout MoCo, and 

it's awesome you're continuously iterating and looking to improve. My idea is a simple one: every 

park should have a section for dogs. There are tons of dogs around, I wonder sometimes if there are 

more dogs than human children, and there aren't enough spaces for off-leash play. Thanks!

Accessibility & Inclusion New modern parks/playgrounds in N Bethesda.  There are no new ones.  The former Bark Social area 

is large, next to farmers market in Pike and Rose

Accessibility & Inclusion More swings! And more easily accessible walking paths to local parks from the surrounding 

neighborhoods. Specifically, Wheaton claridge local park requires trecking over dirt trails from a lot 

of the neighborhood, which is difficult with a stroller.

Accessibility & Inclusion I’d like to see more amenities geared toward those with disabilities. It would be great if 

neighborhood parks had at least a paved/rigid path to a spot in the shade that or sensory paths for 

people with visual impairments. I’d also love to see more community building elements in parks like 

water fountains, little community libraries, pavilions, and things that bring neighbors together. 

Accessibility & Inclusion Wheelchair accessibility for kids in chairs. rubber flooring is great, but most parks have nothing for 

them to do. Scavenger hunts, games, ability to explore the equipment.

Accessibility & Inclusion More amenities for all ages. Provide amenities that are more inclusive and not too specialized on 

some skillset. Provide more flexible spaces and more programming on parks. We don't need fancy 

amenities just a place that the community can come together and socialize. The County is not getting 

younger, consider the diversity of types of families (non-traditional).

Accessibility & Inclusion Wheelchair accessible equipment. Not just rubber floors but actual activities besides one steering 

wheel.

Accessibility & Inclusion Access to parks by WALKING. Even Rock Creek Park is inaccessible without major detours because 

MCDOT can't -- eight years after complaints -- put sidewalks in on major highways. E.G. MD355 at 

the Beltway.

Accessibility & Inclusion Access to parks by WALKING.  Even Rock Creek Park is inaccessible without major detours because 

MCDOT can't -- eight years after complaints -- put sidewalks in on major highways.  E.G. MD355 at 

the Beltway.

Accessibility & Inclusion 1. Pedestrian and Infrastructure Safety on Kensington Parkway (Between Beach Drive and Glenmoor 

Reserve Lane)

a. Lack of Sidewalk and Pedestrian Safety Hazard

There is currently no sidewalk on Kensington Parkway from the Rock Creek bridge to Beach Drive. As 

a result, pedestriansâ€”including those with disabilitiesâ€”must walk either in the roadway or along 

uneven, often muddy or gravel-covered shoulders, particularly hazardous after rain. This presents a 

significant safety concern for all pedestrians and does not meet accessibility standards.

Proposed Mitigation:

Construct approximately 200 yards of sidewalk along Kensington Parkway from the Rock Creek 

bridge to Beach Drive to ensure safe pedestrian access and ADA compliance.

b. Structural Issues with Bridge Over Rock Creek

The bridge along Kensington Parkway over Rock Creek appears to be in need of urgent repair. A 

sinkhole next to the sidewalk has been taped off for several months, and the bridge railings should 

be inspected for structural integrity.

Proposed Mitigation:

Immediate repair of the existing sinkhole adjacent to the sidewalk.

Conduct a full inspection of the bridge structure, including railings, and address any identified 

deficiencies promptly.

2. North Chevy Chase Park Playground and Parking Improvements

a. Playground Equipment Maintenance

The children's play equipment in North Chevy Chase Park is visibly dirty and likely overdue for 

cleaning or general upkeep. This impacts the usability and attractiveness of the park for families.

Proposed Mitigation:

Conduct a thorough cleaning, such as power washing, of all playground structures.

Evaluate the condition of the equipment and determine if any elements require repair or 

replacement.

b. Insufficient Parking for Park Users and Baseball Events

Usage of the park, particularly during baseball games, has increased significantly, resulting in 

frequent overflow parking and congestion in nearby streets.

Proposed Mitigation:

Expand available parking at or near North Chevy Chase Park to accommodate increased traffic, 

especially during organized sporting events.

3. Need for a Dog Park in the North Chevy Chase Area

There is a clear community need for a designated dog park in the North Chevy Chase area. The 

current lack of such a facility leads to informal, and sometimes unsafe, use of other public spaces for 

off-leash dogs.

Suggested Locations:

North Chevy Chase Park evaluate the feasibility of allocating a portion of the park for a fenced dog 

area.

Village of North Chevy Chase, particularly near Inverness Drive by the Connecticut Avenue on-ramp, 

where there appears to be ample wooded space. This area may also be suitable for relocation or 

expansion of the park itself.

ACCESSIBILITY & INCLUSION

Thank you for the support for 

accessibility and inclusion 

throughout Montgomery Parks. 

Parks is working on multiple projects 

that include ADA improvements, 

which are funded through programs 

such as PLAR-NL and Park 

Refreshers. Parks is requesting 

annual funding increases for these 

programs to help us continue to 

improve accessibility.

*PLAR = Planned Lifecycle Asset 

Replacement



Accessibility & Inclusion As a resident of the Evergreen community in Cabin John, Maryland, I respectfully

request the inclusion of the platted pedestrian path between Cypress Grove Lane and Seven Locks 

Local Park in the Montgomery Parks Capital Improvements Program (CIP) for repavement and 

refurbishment. This path is an essential connector for our community. It links families, children, and 

older residents to Seven Locks Local Park and the nearby Palisades Pool, and it is identified on the 

Countyâ€™s official shortcut

map in the Pedestrian Master Plan. Unfortunately, the current condition of the path undermines its 

intended purpose. The partial asphalt paving has deteriorated, the wooden landscape stairs are 

unstable, and overgrown vegetation narrows the passage. These conditions pose tripping hazards 

and accessibility barriers for pedestrians of all ages, especially those pushing strollers, using mobility 

aids, or

simply walking to the park. We believe this project is a perfect candidate for a Level-of-Effort Trails 

Hard Surface investment.

Restoring and upgrading the path would:

- Improve Safety: Eliminate tripping hazards, stabilize the route, and ensure reliable pedestrian 

access.

- Expand Accessibility: Replace the stairs and incomplete pavement with continuous, ADA-compliant 

surfacing, making the connection usable by families with strollers, older adults, and individuals with 

mobility challenges.

- Strengthen Community Connections: Provide a safe, direct, and environmentally friendly route to 

Seven Locks Local Park amenities, including the tennis courts, playgrounds, and athletic fields.

- Align with County Priorities: Advance Montgomery Parksâ€™ commitment to equity, active 

transportation, and extending the life of existing public assets.A19

Accessibility & Inclusion I am a longtime resident of downtown Silver Spring, and my husband and I are longtime owners of a 

business with offices in downtown Silver Spring.  We love Silver Spring - and we particularly love 

Jesup Blair Park, with its historic house and acres of green space, grass and trees.  However, the 

interior of Jesup Blair House needs to be restored so it can be used by the community, becoming a 

hub of non-profits in the arts, humanities, and environmental studies.  There is a need for on-profit 

office space, and having these offices be clustered in Jesup Blair House would encourage synergy 

between them, and enable them to share resources. The Silver Spring Historical Society needs a 

publicly-accessible (for public research) space for its extensive archives on Silver Spring, and the 

Jesup Blair House has 

space for that, as well as space for a period room on the history of Silver Spring.  There has long been 

need for a shared, small performance space in downtown Silver Spring, close to DC, and there is 

sufficient space in the Jesup Blair House for one. There is space on the Park grounds for music and 

arts festivals and outdoor garden and nature workshops.  Jesup Blair House and the Park could easily 

become an all-ages magnet for music of all genres, from classical to folk to  jazz and electronic music, 

especially as it neighbors other music businesses and non profits: Potter Violins is located across the 

street from Jesup Blair House, while the non-profit arts org. Rhizome just bought and are restoring a 

building a block away, on Alaska Avenue and Georgia. An ideal blueprint for the future of Jesup Blair 

House and Jesup Blair Park can be found on this website: https://www.jesupblairhouse.org/  Please 

allocate money from the CIP to restore Jesup Blair House and Park for the uses described above.

Accessibility & Inclusion Historic, Unique 1850s Jesup Blair House/The Moorings needs to be reinstated into the CIP Process 

as it proactively was a critical part of up to & into the time of the Covid pandemic.  Restoration was 

underway with 95 percent architectural drawings completed, regularly scheduled meetings with 

Parks Dept were taking place at Jesup Blair House, including Montgomery Preservation Inc & Silver 

Spring Historical Society, & Mo College Reps.  We Reps were guided by Historic Preservation & 

Planning Dept Staff! Mo County Executive Ike Leggett & other Public Figures supported the visionary 

endeavor to complete Restoration of JB House, returning it to vibrant Jesup Blair Community House! 

1934-1957, House served also as the Silver Spring Public Library! SSHS had been invited into JB 

House in 2008 by then Parks Director Mary Bradford! Plans for re-activated House included a Period 

Conference Room where Archives could be shared, meetings take place! In 2018, House Restoration 

& Park (& Acorn Park) were delineated as Top Piorities!  Violet Blair Janin 1933 bequeathed House & 

Land, 15 Green Treed Acres,  to be maintained in Perpetuity to the People of the State of Maryland! 

Generosity of Spirit personified!

House & Park are on Master Plan for Historic Preservation & National Register eligible. Silver Spring's 

Founding Father & Special Advisor to President Abraham Lincoln during the Civil War, Francis Preston 

Blair, also Advisor to many other Presidents, & whose newspaper The Globe became the 

Congressional Record, built House for his Naval Officer & Expeditioneer Son James Blair & his Wife 

Mary Serena Blair, who designed the House.  Lincoln's Post Master General Montgomery Blair lived 

at the House, where Civil War skirmishes took place, while his "Falklands" was being restored after 

being torched by Confederates during the War. Only remaining Original historic founding Blair Home 

in Silver Spring!

Let's Complete, Reactivate Our Historic, Unique Jesup Blair House, The Moorings, to achieve its 

enduring envisioned Promise to our Community & to the People!!

HISTORY | Jesup Blair House

HOME | Jesup Blair House

The historic Jesup Blair House is located on 14.5 acres of parkland in Silver Spring and is owned by 

Montgomery ...

Marcia Stickle, Silver Spring Historical Society, Advocacy Chair, 510 Albany Ave, Takoma Park, MD 

20912



Accessibility & Inclusion A top priority of the 2027-2032 Parks CIP needs to be the funding of some of the 13 parks/civic 

greens envisioned in the 2017 Bethesda Downtown Plan, none of which have been delivered. 

Clearly, the belief that development would deliver parks and green spaces to Downtown Bethesda 

was a hope -- not reality. As a colleague recently said to me, "all of the high rises have turned 

Bethesda into a dark, soulless, wind tunnel." As the Bethesda Downtown Plan notes, â€œAdding 

more density to an already densely built environment requires more parks, trails and open space 

located in the right places to make sure Bethesda remains a place where people want to live, work 

and play.â€• The County has neglected Downtown Bethesda -- the supposed gem and economic 

engine of Montgomery County -- for far too long. The County cannot rely on PIPs alone and must 

include funding for parks in Downtown Bethesda in the FY 2027-2032 Parks CIP.    

Accessibility & Inclusion We are interested in working with Montgomery County to create a specific field for rugby.  Investing 

in rugby pitches is an investment in the health, unity, and future of our community. Rugby is a sport 

that welcomes all ages, genders, and abilities, making it an inclusive activity that can serve the whole 

county.

ATHLETIC FIELDS

Athletic Fields We need a dedicated space for Rugby for practice and to hold local games in the DMV area. Right 

now, there is no dedicated space to play and practice as there are tons of soccer fields and baseball 

fields, yet no rugby. The international  community in MoCo engages more in rugby and not as much 

American football and baseball. Therefore, it is not an equitable use of county land and facilities to 

cater to specific sports without at least having some of the 37,000 acres in the county go towards 

other sports. Since local schools donâ€™t have rugby teams (but they do have football, soccer and 

baseball) there is really no place for our kids to play Rugby, which is competitive, well-established, 

and has scholarship opportunities more probable than soccer or football scholarships to University 

and colleges. Invest in our kids who have no other place to play in our county and create dedicated 

spaces for rugby practices and tournaments / games. 

Athletic Fields For the Rock Creek fields along Beach (at East-West Highway), there are MAJOR drainage issues that 

need to be addressed. The result is frequent flooding, swampy fields, and major mosquito problems. 

This is the same for the walking loop around the Candy Cane Park fields. Also, for the small elevated 

walking path on Beach Drive directly across from Candy Cane, can you please trim back all of those 

trees so that we don't have to duck while walking? This is a real walking path. Thank you!

Athletic Fields The county needs more full size baseball diamonds. Turf would be great since the current grass fields 

drain so poorly it takes days for the fields to be playable. We are far behind other parts of the mid-

Atlantic when it comes to multi-field complexes. Small towns in PA have two and three times the big 

fields that we do here in the entire county. Look at Patriot Park North in Fairfax for a great example 

of a field complex. It could also be a revenue generator. 

Athletic Fields More turf soccer/multisport fields with lights. coming from fairfax county there are plenty of these 

available many with multiple fields per park. more often than not these are very busy at night with 

many games going on, pickup or organized. 

Athletic Fields More fields or parks with a real grass area. Stop cutting down all of the mature tree and then 

replanting somewhere we I will never see! Keep green parks alive! 

Athletic Fields Spring park has an unusable baseball diamond. The grass is overgrown, there is no sand or bases and 

the field has multiple holes that could potentially be a tripping hazard. I would kindly request that 

the diamond be updated with sand and bases and the grass be cut down to the appropriate length. 

This seems like low hanging fruit to improve spring park’s usability. It’s awesome we have a baseball 

field here but sucks we cannot use it. I would also like to see more spaces created for dogs. Dogs 

need to spend time off leash, running and playing. There is not enough designated dog spaces. 

People end up using inappropriate places to allow their dogs off leash and it’s directly due to the 

limited options. 

Athletic Fields Restore the third field at Layhill Park and build up a berm to prevent it from flooding. Better maintain 

all of your softball fields. Let leagues that have operated for decades share in the maintenance by 

training volunteers.

Athletic Fields With all the building going on, we need more youth sports fields.  Currently, the county is throwing in 

pocket parks and saying "good enough," but it's not.  There aren't enough soccer fields and 

basketball courts in the county as is, and we're adding dwelling units without the resources needed 

to support everyone moving in.  In addition, more funds are needed to support the parks we do 

have.  The grass needs mowing more often, and the fields need rolling and care more often (so they 

aren't full of divots), not to mention bald patches, esp in front of goals on soccer fields.  The goals 

need to move a few feet in either direction each season, so the GK bald spot doesn't happen!

Athletic Fields 1. Make Wheaton dog park grass rather than gravel and put in a small dog section.

2. Change 2 of the lower baseball fields to soccer to accommodate changing community culture and 

make a basketball court behind the ice rink. DO NOt BUILD A SKATE PARK. No one wants it except 

Natalie Fani Gonzalez own kids. Those of us who use the park daily do not want it Leave the park as 

is. 

Athletic Fields A dedicated Rugby field to support growing demand for youth rugby (boys and girls) in the 

community.

Athletic Fields Please have a RUGBY field for the various Rugby clubs in the county.

Athletic Fields The County is without almost any cricket facility. Please (PLEASE) build cricket nets in a couple of 

local parks, including ideally Norwood Park to capture the large local cricketing population. A cricket 

net is similar to a baseball practice net - it consists of a  roughly 30-yard x 5 yard strip of concrete 

covered with astroturf and surrounded by a cricket net). Typically a practice facility would include a 

row of 3-6 nets. This would involve only a modest investment and would be extremely popular with 

the growing cricketing population. 

Athletic Fields With rugby a fast growing sport in the USA, especially in the girls/female section a dedicated local 

sports field for rugby would go a long way to supporting local clubs like Bethesda Roosters, Young 

Glory, MD Exiles and others. With the Rugby World Cup coming to the US in 2031 and 2033, we need 

to ensure that we are proving a platform for future talent to support and represent the USA in 6-8 

years.

Thank you for the support for 

athletic fields throughout 

Montgomery Parks. Parks is working 

on multiple field renovation projects 

that include turf and drainage 

improvements that will help increase 

playability and reduce weather-

related closures. Parks is requesting 

continued annual funding for these 

programs to help us continue to 

improve athletic fields for 

communities throughout 

Montgomery County.



Athletic Fields Rugby field

Athletic Fields With the increasing popularity of Rugby in the US, it would be good to see more rugby pitches being 

available across the county. At the very least, the installation of rugby posts on soccer pitches to 

allow mix use, for example at Timberlawn local park, or at Stratton local park. 

Athletic Fields I am writing to express strong support for the inclusion of dedicated leather-ball cricket fields in the 

upcoming Montgomery Parks Capital Improvements Program. Cricket is one of the fastest-growing 

sports in our community, yet there is a significant shortage of suitable fields to meet the rising 

demand.

The Washington Cricket League (WCL), one of the oldest and largest leather ball cricket leagues in 

the country, operates in Montgomery county and throughout the DMV area. WCL proudly serves 

thousands of players spanning all age groups. Despite this growth, our access to proper facilities 

remains extremely limited, often forcing teams to compete for space or play in substandard 

conditions.

Investing in cricket infrastructure will directly benefit a diverse and growing population, promote 

youth engagement, and reflect our community's evolving recreational needs.

Thank you for considering this important addition to our public spaces.

Athletic Fields I am writing to express strong support for the inclusion of dedicated leather-ball cricket fields in the 

upcoming Montgomery Parks Capital Improvements Program. Cricket is one of the fastest-growing 

sports in our community, yet there is a significant shortage of suitable fields to meet the rising 

demand.

The Washington Cricket League (WCL), one of the oldest and largest leather ball cricket leagues in 

the country, operates in Montgomery county and throughout the DMV area. WCL proudly serves 

thousands of players spanning all age groups. Despite this growth, our access to proper facilities 

remains extremely limited, often forcing teams to compete for space or play in substandard 

conditions.

Investing in cricket infrastructure will directly benefit a diverse and growing population, promote 

youth engagement, and reflect our community's evolving recreational needs. Thank you for 

considering this important addition to our public spaces.

Athletic Fields My family enjoys playing soccer. We pay lots of money to be part of clubs but we also train on our 

own time. Sometimes it's hard to find fields to play on, especially with soccer goals. It's even more 

challenging to find ones with nets on the goal. There are often fields we like to practice on that are 

locked and it's frustrating. I understand the field might get destroyed if it wasn't locked but people 

that want to use it can't use it when it's locked. 

Athletic Fields Demand for quality recreational spaces keep increasing in the county and throughout the DMV area. 

Cricket is rapidly gaining popularity in our community, especially with the increasing number of 

residents playing leather-ball cricket, which requires dedicated, well-maintained fields.

BOCCE COURTS

Bocce Courts Bocce Courts - Special Olympics Maryland, Montgomery currently practices in a field at South Four 

Corners Park.  We practice on grass, setup our pipes for courts and practice 12 weeks of the year.  

We would practice more and have more programs for bocce if we had bocce courts that are 

available to us to use.  We host a tournament every year at Landon School because we have no 

courts available to us.  SOMO athletes are at a disadvantage to the rest of the state in competition 

because we practice in a field - which is not even level.  At summer games we compete on turf field.  

In USA Games, our athletes compete on turf also.  The only way to get to USA Games is by winning a 

gold medal.  This year we had very few gold medals awarded to our athletes at summer games.  To 

me this showed how poorly our fields are for practice for our athletes.  I am a long time coach and 

team manager of this team.  Our team has grown to 60 athletes in the past 2 years.  Interest keeps 

increasing in this sport.  

Bocce is becoming a popular 

amenity, and Parks is looking for 

opportunities to create more Bocce 

Courts in our system. The 

Bolltleworks Urban Park is under 

construction in South Silver Spring 

and will include a bocce court. We 

are also planning for a larger bocce 

amenity with multiple courts in the 

coming years.

In the past we have had a large amount of gold medals awarded but this year, we have very few 

awarded.We compete in bocce around the state and see other counties with built in bocce courts 

that aide their athletes in practicing and becoming better athletes. We would like bocce courts with 

a bathroom available to the athletes.  At least 7 or 8 courts would be ideal.  When we hold a 

tournament we have 13 courts set up.  We hold 2 practices for bocce with up to 10 courts set up.  

Normal practice has 4 athletes on a court at a time.  Within those courts we then have at least 2 

volunteers on each court for practice.  That means 6 participants on each court at practice.  We also 

need parking for at least 50 people at once.  We need handicap parking.  The bocce courts should be 

made with turf and the ability to have a wheelchair or walkers ease of entry onto the court.  

If you need to see courts that work - Howard County has them.  Also, the ability to store our balls 

during the season that would be great.  Having build in bocce courts in our county would allow us to 

have a rec bocce program during the fall - many of our athletes cannot do other sports during the 

year due to their disability.  We have many that would love to play bocce in the fall too!  Summer 

nights when the heat isn't too bad would work for us too!  We have many group homes that would 

love to use these courts to practice on during the day.  We have many who attend our spring season.  

Please support our disabled athletes - we really want to give our athletes a better chance of winning 

gold medals at summer games and a better place to practice during the year!  

Bocce Courts More bocce courts, picnic areas!

Bocce Courts Our family would like more bocce courts in MoCo parks.

Bocce Courts I would like more bocce courts in MoCo parks.

Bocce Courts Bocce courts are needed in many parks, but one park should have up to 10 courts so that Special 

Olympic Montgomery County can hold practices on Saturday mornings as well as some qualifiers 

during their season.  The team currently has around 60 athletes and is still growing.   All Athletes are 

residents of Montgomery County.  Having the courts near Senior centers or assisted living facilities 

would make the sport available to senior citizens.   The courts would need to be 12 feet by 60 feet 

with either artificial turf or clay.   A real bonus would be to have the courts covered.

Bocce Courts It would be great if we had some covered bocce courts!  My daughter plays and it is always hard to 

find courts. 

Bocce Courts Need more bocce courts in the parks! and also disc golf

Bocce Courts More bocce courts, all around the county, would be greatly appreciated. Bocce is a sport for all ages, 

and it lends itself to singles or doubles.



Bocce Courts As bocce is becoming more popular, bocce courts are needed in parks throughout Montgomery 

County.  A "bocce-plex" type of set up with several courts in one place would be optimal.

Bocce Courts Would love to MoCo implement some quality Bocce courts. Our Special Olympics bocce program has 

over 50 athletes and growing, but our practice area near the Schweinhaut senior center is 

suboptimal at best. 

BROOKSIDE GARDENS

Brookside Gardens Visual and quality of life improvements to Brookside Gardens (stone/brick pathways, renovated 

welcome center, increased foliage along pathways, would be amazing if the tea house actually 

functioned as a tea house on occasion)

Brookside Gardens Brookside Gardens is visited by thousands of adults and children BEFORE AND AFTER the bathrooms 

are open , esp in hot weather. I have seen desperate families and very upset others because of this, 

and there is no excuse not to provide sanitary access during extended hours! For this JEWEL of 

MoCo, this is a glaring and unhealthy oversight. Get some port a potties and make a plan for REAL 

access. I appreciate your seeking input from residents on the CIP budget. 

The highest spending priority should be any action that will slow down Climate Change. It would 

benefit us all.                     

To me this means we should: 

1. Investigate contributing money toward a regional effort for BIOCONTROL of the County’s two 

worst plant-killing vines in Parks, porcelainberry and Oriental bittersweet. Compare how many 

forested acres could be saved through biocontrol vs. the continuing cost of replanting and fencing 

trees. The Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments might coordinate a biocontrol search.  

Even the State Highway Administration could be asked to contribute, since it stands to cut costs by 

reducing vines.  

2. Put money toward buying more acres of GREEN SPACE, with priority in this order: where land 

would enlarge a biological corridor, where a large area of “everyday”  plants (not necessarily rare 

and uncommon) could be kept intact; and where land contains uncommon and rare plants. 

3. Bring the DEER POPULATION in all parks to  a level sustainable with plants, 10-25 deer/square 

mile. This would alleviate the need for the next point, tree-planting. 

4. Plant MORE TREES in Parks where tree seedlings are being destroyed by deer foraging, or trees are 

being lost to disease or cutting. 

Money should be used for programs yielding “the biggest bang for the buck" against climate change. 

5. Bring back the 4 lanes to Little Falls Parkway before there's a terrible accident and someone gets 

killed! The empty lanes for the short 4 tenths of a mile between Dorset Ave and Arlington Rd are 

almost never used either for bikes or walking. 

 6. Re-pave the Norwood trail (also known as Little Falls Park Trail). The pavement has buckled in 

many spots, probably because of the tree roots of the nearby trees, and pieces of pavement are 

missing creating potholes, both of which can easily cause a person (especially an elderly person) to 

trip and break a leg or something worse. And how about all those people who are looking at their 

phones while walking? 

To solve the tree root problem, do the re-paving with gradual, long, bumps in those spots, similar to 

the bumps in roadways to slow cars down but not as sharp. 

Brookside Gardens A new Conservatory for Brookside Gardens is needed.  

Brookside Gardens The conservatory at Brookside Gardens is in dire need of replacement. Please consider following the 

Master Plan of 2000 and the allocation in the FY2022 budget and begin the planning for and 

construction of a replacement of this fifty-plus year old facility.

 

Brookside Gardens Please fully fund Brookside Gardens, the most magical place in Montgomery County.  

Brookside Gardens Please fully fund all projects that involve Brookside Gardens!!  

Brookside Gardens Brookside Garden's conservatory badly needs replacement. The bathrooms are very small and hard 

for people with disabilities to use. The lack of air-conditioning in the south conservatory forces them 

to close the Butterfly Experience early during the week in July and Aug. during the summer heat.

 

Brookside Gardens Building a new conservatory attached to the visitor’s center has been on the master plan for 20 years 

now. The new entrance and parking facilities have been completed. It’s time to move forward with 

the new conservatory.

 

Brookside Gardens My wife and I have been taking our grandson to Brookside Garden sides for the past ten years. We 

recently took him there a month ago when he celebrated his seventeen birthday. This was a great 

experience to see him enjoy the Butterfly exhibit. Brookside Gardens have been a very enjoyable 

experience for us.

 

Brookside Gardens MUST Continue funding for Brookside Gardens. It is a vital part of our community..bringing people 

together in a welcoming, accessible, natural environment. This encourages newcomers to come, and 

residents to remain, in our county. And this results in county income

 

Brookside Gardens Please finish the design for the Brookside Gardens conservatory project and provide the needed 

funding

 

Brookside Gardens Brookside Gardens Operating Budget and New Conservatory  

Brookside Gardens It's time time to fully fund the Brookside Gardens budget approved in 2022 for a new Conservatory. I 

volunteer there every Friday morning and it's desperately needed. Glass from the roof fell one 

morning in the work room, essential temperatures are difficult to control, increased foot traffic 

demands a larger space for a better visitor experience. It's also absolutely essential that the cement 

pavement in the Fragrance Garden be fixed. The pavement is not only cracked, but broken and is a 

hazard and potential liability for the County if someone falls. It simply has to be fixed. I walk at 

Brookside almost every day, and have for the past ten years and the increased use of this beautiful 

garden by thousands of people mean that attention must be paid to maintain this incredible 

resource for the people of Montgomery County. Thank you.

 

Brookside Gardens Request the speedy design and funding of the Brookside Gardens Conservatory project.  

Brookside Gardens My top priority is the care and maintenance of Brookside Gardens, including the needed work on the 

Conservatory. I am a long time resident and visit Brookside Gardens almost every week throughout 

the year. Brookside Gardens and the adjacent trail access from the Wheaton Recreation Center are 

critically important to me.

 

Brookside Gardens Questionnaire supposed to be about Brookside......  

Thank you for the support of 

Brookside Gardens, which is one of 

the most loved facilities in 

Montgomery Parks. Parks has 

multiple projects in design to 

rehabilitate facilities within the 

Gardens, which are funded through 

programs such as PLAR-NL. Parks is 

requesting an annual funding 

increase for this program to help us 

continue to keep the Gardens in 

good operational condition. We are 

also working on a Facility Plan for 

redeveloping the Conservatory area, 

which will be considered as part of a 

future CIP.

*PLAR = Planned Lifecycle Asset 

Replacement



Brookside Gardens Support Brookside Gardens in developing access, horticultural programs and building conservatories.  

Brookside Gardens Fund the Brookside conservatory and keep the Wheaton stables  

Brookside Gardens Brookside Gardens is a well-loved and oft-visited gem of a park in Montgomery County. Because of 

its popularity, its infrastructure is showing wear and tear. The Gardens need new walkways and 

improvements to buildings to continue to serve the citizens of Montgomery County.

 

Brookside Gardens Please appropriate funds to design and fund the Brookside Gardens Conservatory project

Brookside Gardens Brookside Gardens is a wonderful county facility that my family and I visit frequently to enjoy its 

beauty, the opporunity to identify plants and beneficial plant practices, its children's garden, its 

butterflies, frogs, turtles, geese, and its Conservatory, which can be visited year round. It's 

educational for all ages not only for individuals and families, but groups of schoolchildren. We have 

found the staff and volunteer gardeners to be unfailingly kind and helpful. 

The plant displays in the Conservatory are stunning and particularly appreciated in the winter as a lift 

to the spirits. We have also enjoyed the holiday model train displays and the Butterfly Exhibit. My 

3yo grandson always visits the Koi in the stream and pool, and he knows to avoid the prickly 

succulents near the entrance.

I urge you to generously support this outstanding county resource and especially its Garden 

Conservatory Project. 

Brookside Gardens Funding for a new Conservatory at Brookside Gardens as well as other upgrades throughout the 

Gardens to ensure freshness and vitality.

Brookside Gardens Brookside Gardens Conservatory project

Brookside Gardens The Conservatory at Brookside Gardens is a valuable resource for research, conservation and county 

residents.  Please support the redesign of this gem.  

Brookside Gardens Please be sure to fund rebuilding the Conservatory at Brookside Gardens.  It is badly in need. 

Brookside is touted as the jewel of Montgomery Parks, but this jewel's shine has been lost in broken 

windows and leaking roof.

Brookside Gardens I'm lived in Montgomery County for a lot of my adult life, and I'm SO happy that Brookside Gardens 

is a part of my life! I treasure my time spent visiting Brookside as I visit almost every day.  Please 

focus generous funding to Brookside to help enable this absolute treasure of gardens and facilities to 

grow and improve! I implore you to expedite the design and funding for the Brookside Gardens 

Conservatory project.  

Brookside Gardens Build a new Conservatory for Brookside Gardens

COMMUNICATION & 

OUTREACH

Communication & 

Outreach

Improve the way you disseminate information about the park system. How many parks are there? 

What amenities are where? How about a chart of all county parks gridded with the amenities 

offered? Have a contest for people to visit every park in the county and get a badge or a bumper 

sticker. Or a contest to see who can pick up the most litter. 

COMMUNITY GARDENS

Community Gardens In these uncertain times, growing more food is becoming more and more important. Please consider 

using space in County Parks for community gardens, and for an incubator program for beginning and 

wannabe farmers. I realize the latter would need multi-agency and group coordination, but it can't 

even get started without the essential component of land! 

Community Gardens Instead of dog parks, use the resources and space for community gardens. That way it benefits 

everyone, not just a few pet owners.

Community Gardens briggs chaney garden

Community Gardens I would like the park adjacent and next to the Fenton Street Community Garden on Rt 410 to be 

added to the community gardening program, but I would like it to be a training garden for new 

community gardeners. If we took the existing park and added it to the Fenton Street Community 

Garden and then partnered with the Charles Conservancy for Urban Farming, that parkland could be 

used to farm vegetables under the tutelage of Koiner's farmer Emily Sells and as a collective. New 

gardeners could then signup to work the entire farm/garden with Emily. And then learn gardening 

skills before getting a plot of their own in the Fenton Street Community Garden. I love the 

community garden program, but so often aspirational gardeners get a plot and then have no idea 

how to garden and ultimately fail. If we had a program that could teach people how to garden, then 

we would not have community garden plots that don't produce or become abandoned.

Community Gardens I would really like to see parks that include a public food forest. It would be so cool to have parks 

with fruit trees, nut trees, and berry trees growing in them that could be harvested by the public. I 

would also like to see more native wildflowers growing in our parks.

Community Gardens Garden in the upper county community area

Community Gardens Add community gardens (raised beds like you have at Pleasant View Park) to Big Pines Park, below 

the picnic tables

Public outreach and engagement is a 

critical component in setting Parks 

Department priorities, designing, 

renovating, and developing parks 

and trails, and responding to 

residents needs and concerns. Parks 

is committed to engaging residents 

across the county from all 

backgrounds and uses tools 

including surveys, door to door 

canvassing, tabling at public events, 

website information and open town 

halls, and social media to inform and 

engage community members of 

every background and interest. 

Thank you for the support for 

community gardens, which is a 

popular amenity that has growing 

interest throughout the community. 

Parks has multiple Park Refresher 

projects that include community 

gardens. We are also designing a 

community garden in Wheaton 

Regional Park that will be accessible 

to many residents. Parks also 

operates the Pope Farm Nursery, 

which specializes in native plant 

propagation. Like the majority of 

park facilities, it was built decades 

ago and needs improvements to 

meet our growing needs, but we 

have limited resources for 

modernizing our park facilities. Parks 

is requesting annual funding 

increases for the PLAR-NL, Park 

Refreshers, and Wheaton Regional 

Parks, which funds improvements 

that would allow us to provide more 

infrastructure improvements and 

development of amenities such as 

community gardens.

*PLAR = Planned Lifecycle Asset 

Replacement



Community Spaces & 

Buildings

Bethesda Market Park should be designed to still allow an active farmers market including parking 

for customers and vendors - underground is fine. Maybe free parking for ninety minutes or less in 

order to go to the market.

Community Spaces & 

Buildings

It would be nice to have a park that has an outdoor ampitheater that could showcase musicians and 

theater productions, particularly in up county areas!

Community Spaces & 

Buildings

It would be wonderful for the county to invest in an a public music venue as well as rehearsal spaces 

for local musicians. Acorn Park should also permanently expand into the street as it did in the 

pandemic.

Community Spaces & 

Buildings

Local parks. Not these gigantic things where people come and go and you don’t have any sense of 

community in your building in the sense of community. Hold many more events for the local 

communities. Not one water or splash item for a county of over a million

Community Spaces & 

Buildings

Little Bennett Campground is a wonderful asset to the county and the area. The campground has a 

loop with full hook ups for recreational vehicles but could use additional RV sites. Adding electric 

hook ups with some additional infrastructure improvements to E loop would give the campground 

additional capacity. Since D loop routinely sells out during peak season and many weekends this 

would be of great value to the park and the community.

Community Spaces & 

Buildings

I have lived in Clarksburg for 30+ years. Our community loves and values our parks! I wish the 

promised "Emerald Necklace" were completed. We had numerous presentations by Parks showing 

us the plan to connect (with walking/ biking path), Little Bennett Reg. Park, Black Hill Reg. Park and 

Ovid Hazen Wells Rec Park. This connectivity would certainly help to utilize these parks. It would also 

invite people to explore Ovid Hazen with the new improvements that are under way. We also need a 

Clarksburg Rec Center! I believe we are the only community without one! I recall when Parks 

purchased 10 acres (~ 10 years ago) land on the corner of Piedmont and Skylark Rd. with the plan to 

put an indoor swim center to add to Ovid Hazen amenities. Gosh, wouldn't that be nice?! An outdoor 

fitness track would also be well utilized, since the track at Clarksburg High School is locked up-not 

accessible to the community (this has been the norm for ~8 years). Again, what other community 

does not have access to their high school track? I serve on the CNA (Clarksburg Neighbors Alliance) 

board. We have a group of volunteers that would love to meet with Parks to share our ideas!

Community Spaces & 

Buildings

Would like to see more gardening education events closer to Bethesda. They seem to be all in 

Rockville or further north. Would like new gym equipment in the Jane Lawton community center. 

Would like to see more events planned in Lynbrook park. Would also like to see a bicycle repair class 

offered.

Community Spaces & 

Buildings

It was so nice to have Acorn Park expand into the street during the pandemic. It'd be nice to 

permanently reclaim the street. We could also use some outdoor music venues with local bands 

programmed year round, something like the Barns of Wolf Trap or Carter Barron.

Community Spaces & 

Buildings

Comments focus on Meadowbrook Local Park (7901 Meadowbrook Lane). Recommendations for 

improvement in two areas:

1.Bathroom facilities are unacceptable. This is a heavily utilized park including multiple children’s 

sports, adult sports, playground, bicyclists, joggers and many more.

A. The current Porto-jons are not well-maintained. They are cleaned on average every 6 days. The 

public Porto-jons near the Bethesda pool are maintained 3 times a week! There is a porch outside 

the building facility that could easily facilitate several outside but sheltered restrooms. Or perhaps 

build indoor facilities that are wall-off from the primary building. If not that, then new, modern and 

better kept portable-Jons are necessary. (Most children prefer to use the woods instead of the 

bathroom facilities and that is not OK.)

B. Keep bathroom facilities available year-round! Why are they taken away when the park is still 

heavily utilized over the winter months.

2. Clear paths that connect the Montgomery paths to the extensive paths on the DC side. Multiple 

trees have fallen that have not been cleared.

Community Spaces & 

Buildings

The land where Twinbrook Mall has stood would be a fantastic county park. Having an area with 

many trees and plants, water, paths and more would be a valuable asset in an area that is too rapidly 

being transformed into high rise buildings and creating more transportation traffic. It could be a 

place the brings together residents in the neighborhoods that abut the space and surround it in all 

directions.

Additionally, the county needs to embark on the speedy design and funding of the Brookside 

Gardens Conservatory project

Community Spaces & 

Buildings

Create tiny parks ---  little areas of peace & natural beauty ---  throughout the county --- on traffic 

islands, on donated corners of land, below bridges, etc -- with benches or rocks to sit on and 

meditate!

Community Spaces & 

Buildings

Consider building or remodeling a park to rival Blandair Park North. If you have the space, we should 

try to do it.

Community Spaces & 

Buildings

There are many small undeveloped lots in developed neighborhoods. There is one in my 

neighborhood near the corner of Lloyd Road as Betteker Lane. How can this small lot be acquired 

and added to the existing neighborhood park? Please create a pathway neighbors can follow.

Community Spaces & 

Buildings

I would like to see Glenfield Park joined with the green space located behind Glenmont storage 

yard.Parcel 790 This would be an ideal location for hiking trails. Members of the community use this 

Forest regularly. Just today I saw five neighbors walking their dogs on trails in the woods.

Community Spaces & 

Buildings

Montgomery County is a beautiful place.  It's green  landscape and parks are the very first thing I 

noticed when I moved here in 1988. Keeping them safe and inviting should be a priority for the CPI.  

Designing new, rebuilding and upgrading facilities in all neighborhoods for all people is very 

important. More parks need to focus on apperatus that accommodates individuals with physical 

disabilities.

DOG PARKS

Dog Parks As far as I can tell, I don't think there is a dog park that is centrally located within East County. 

Columbia Local Park is located on the outskirts of East County in Burtonsville, but it is very close to 

the Howard County line. While it is a fairly new dog park, it is far from the center of White Oak and 

definitely not within walking distance. Furthermore, the dog park is buried deep within the 

community and not strategically located for optimal use. Whenever I go, I rarely see anyone else 

there with a dog.

COMMUNITY SPACES & BUILDINGS

Thank you for the support for 

developing new park amenities such 

as dog parks. The majority of our  

facilities were built decades ago and 

do not meet current standards and 

emerging needs, and we have 

limited resources for modernizing 

our parks. Parks is actively 

constructing a new dog park as part 

of the Bottleworks Urban Park in 

South Silver Spring and the Wheaton 

Regional Park Master Plan calls for 

an upgrade of the existing dog park. 

Parks is requesting funding increases 

for Park Refreshers, Wheaton 

Regional Park, and PLAR-NL, which 

funds improvements like this, and 

we appreciate any community 

support.

*PLAR = Planned Lifecycle Asset 

Replacement

Thank you for the support for 

improved community spaces, which 

are important for social engagement 

and connection. Parks has multiple 

Park Refresher projects that provide 

improved community gathering 

spaces. We are also designing a 

community spaces within Wheaton 

Regional Park that will be accessible 

to many residents. Parks also has 

many exciting spaces that like 

majority of park facilities, were built 

decades ago and need 

improvements to meet needs of 

residents, but we have limited 

resources for modernizing our park 

facilities. Parks is requesting annual 

funding increases for the PLAR-NL, 

Park Refreshers, and Wheaton 

Regional Parks, which fund 

improvements that would allow us 

to provide more infrastructure 

improvements and development of 

amenities such as community 

spaces.

*PLAR = Planned Lifecycle Asset 

Replacement



Central White Oak (near Lockwood Drive and New Hampshire Ave) is a heavier public transit area 

with more homes, apartments and foot traffic. At Friends of White Oak, we've been trying to attract 

development to the area. And the area is starting to grow with new developments like the new Logic 

Apartments, Montgomery College East County Education Center, and the White Oak Town Center. 

There are other major developments in the works, including Hillandale Gateway. These new 

properties are drawing more people to the area, but White Oak/East County is still lacking amenities 

like nice restaurants, entertainment venues, and a centrally located dog park, among other things 

that other regions of MoCo enjoy. Given this disparity, it is my hope that Montgomery Parks will 

prioritize a dog park in the East County/White Oak region that is primed for this sort of public 

amenity

Dog Parks I am requesting that a dog park be built at Martin Luther King Jr. Recreational Park (1120 Jackson Rd, 

Silver Spring, MD 20904). There are quite a few dogs that get walked in the area, and there isnâ€™t a 

dog park for many miles. I believe the closest one is at Wheaton Regional Park. MLK Jr. Park is a 

lovely park with a lot of available space. My recommendation for a location would be the grassy area 

behind the playground, that is only used once a year for a Shakespearian play. There are restrooms 

at the playground, so it wouldnâ€™t be difficult to run water to the dog park. And thereâ€™s a lot of 

parking available in the area. Ideally, the dog park would be split up between an area for larger dogs 

and one for smaller dogs. Thank you very much for considering this request. Howard Edelstein (1200 

Tanley Road, Silver Spring).

Dog Parks A green space with a dog park component within walking distance of North Bethesda metro station. 

This area has so much residential building going on and plans to add more, but there aren't many 

green spaces for residents within walking distance (5-10 minutes) of the metro. The Wall Local Park 

exists but is mostly taken up by the Swim center that's under construction. White Flint Park can't 

currently be accessed easily. Other parks along Rock Creek aren't walkable. Many residents have 

pets and were saddened when Bark Social closed, as there isn't an easily accessible place to take 

pets. Overall this stretch of Rockville Pike and surrounding area feels very "concrete jungle" and 

additional green space would help give residents an area for entertainment, recreation, and 

community building.

Dog Parks Our community would greatly benefit with the addition of a dog park at Martin Luther King Jr. Park. 

Many residents and visitors in the area have dogs, and dog parks are a wonderful way for dogs to 

exercise and socialize, and for humans to socialize, too. There is plenty of space for a dog park at 

MLK Jr. Park, and it should be a relatively inexpensive amenity. While there are dog parks in the 

county, there are none within miles of the White Oak area. Hopefully one can be added to MLK Jr. 

Park before 2027 (i.e, within the coming year). 

Dog Parks More dog parks. Especially in downtown Bethesda

Dog Parks Starting in March 2020 (when COVID was publicly acknowledged), my wife and I (and our dog) began 

using MoCo Parks much more often than before.  We continue to use the parks on an almost daily 

basis.  We really enjoy the parks -- we mainly use the walking trails through the woods.

We are retired and tolerate the mid-Atlantic winters less cheerfully than when we were younger.  

Thus, we have recently (2022) begun to spend 2 months (Jan-Feb) each year in Pinellas County FLA.  

Which brings me to my proposed idea -- 

Send one of your staffers to Pinellas County for a week to see how they are operating their park 

system -- talk with a variety of staff members and park users there, and spend some time visiting a 

few parks.  We think Pinellas County has a really good park system; I'm guessing there are a few 

aspects of their operations that could be adapted here in MoCo.  Seems like it's worth exploring!

Dog Parks Dog park and indoor swimming pool in 20815 zip code

Dog Parks A dog park within walking distance of the Bethesda CBD. 

Funding and design plans for the proposed Civic Green located next to Landmark Theaters (area 

currently occupied by Purple Line).

Development of the properties located on Montgomery Ave next to the Purple Line tracks as a new 

park.

Dog Parks I'd love an urban dog park. Ideally somewhere like downtown Silver Spring or Bethesda - take a look 

at Patterson Park's Dog Park for ideas. I think dog parks like these reduce dog waste accumulating on 

the sidewalks and people's yards because there's a specific place for their waste to go at the park (a 

public trash can right outside the gate), and other dog owners at the park will "shame" owners into 

picking up after their pup.

Besides that, I'd love a clearer definition of biking and walking trails - maybe a separate section of 

the trail for bikers? Too often I've been almost clipped while walking on Sligo Creek Park by someone 

going 20 mph. Also another idea is to have more posted rules about permitted behaviors on shared 

trails, like if electric bikes or mopeds are allowed, and what the rules of sharing a trail entails.

Dog Parks Wheaton Regional Dog Park:  always so dusty we will only take our dog here when we have time to 

give her a bath later that same day. 

Dog Parks More/better dog parks, please

Dog Parks More dog parks in East County

Dog Parks A dog park on Jesup Blair Park would vastly increase foot traffic in an area that frankly needs it. Jesup 

Blair Park, particularly close to Georgia Avenue, is beautiful but lifeless.

Dog Parks The Takoma Park dog park (by Piney Branch Park) needs more shade and better soil. The dark gravel 

is sharp and has hurt my dog's paws.

Dog Parks More dog parks in the Germantown neighborhoods

Dog Parks Traffic light at Orebaugh and Arcola for Wheayon Regional and dog park.

Dog Parks More dog parks--specifically in the Cloverly/Burtonsville area?

Dog Parks A decent sized dog park with plenty of grassy area and some trees for shade. King Farm is too small 

and Red Gate has a single larger fenced in area with no division. Green Park and Black Hill Regional 

are mostly gravel. Ballenger Creek dog park in Frederick is a great one to take some inspiration from.

Dog Parks No dog parks

Dog Parks More dog parks and dog runs. Better trash maintenance. More community garden options.  

Thank you for the support for 

developing new park amenities such 

as dog parks. The majority of our  

facilities were built decades ago and 

do not meet current standards and 

emerging needs, and we have 

limited resources for modernizing 

our parks. Parks is actively 

constructing a new dog park as part 

of the Bottleworks Urban Park in 

South Silver Spring and the Wheaton 

Regional Park Master Plan calls for 

an upgrade of the existing dog park. 

Parks is requesting funding increases 

for Park Refreshers, Wheaton 

Regional Park, and PLAR-NL, which 

funds improvements like this, and 

we appreciate any community 

support.

*PLAR = Planned Lifecycle Asset 

Replacement



Environmental Concerns Greetings, 

Almost daily, I walk in County parks or remove invasive vegetation with the Weed Warriors program, 

mostly in Cabin John Park.

My quick ideas on capital expenditures based on being a frequent user are the following:

1. Wherever there are reports of vehicles causing damage to grassy areas, put up fencing to prevent 

access by vehicles.  In the part of the park near the ice skating rink and the Povich field, in each of 

the last three years, I have seen ruts from cars doing wheelies on the soccer field and grassy areas.  

Simple split rail fences would prevent that.  I don't suggest that all grassy areas be fenced, just those 

where damage has been reported.    

2.  Wherever sunlight gets into the woods, invasive plants are taking over the vegetation.   Along 

roads, paths, ball fields, etc. you see increased invasive vines (porcelain berry, bittersweet, mile-a-

minute, etc.), invasive shrubs (bush honeysuckle, for example), invasive grasses (stilt grass).    

My suggestion is for a substantial effort to plant fast-growing native trees where ball fields, etc, 

border the woods to create a shady border for each facility, including funds to maintain those trees 

until they create a canopy.  Also, include such plantings and maintenance in any capital project.
Environmental Concerns 3.  I have seen attempts to replace cut trees after they were felled for infrastructure (eg the sewar 

line across Cabin John park).  Good.  But there was no maintenance and replacement so that in 

several places the majority of trees did not survive and the anti-deer cages just fell over and were 

left.  If a capital project does include replacement of trees, it should also include maintenance for the 

years necessary to get them established.  

4.  Would a major effort to remove invasive plants count as a capital project?  As much as I enjoy and 

support the Weed Warriors program, my perception is that the incidence of invasive plants is 

increasing, and new invasives are coming into the park.  How about a one-time project to get the 

park into shape?

5.  Finally,  a general observation: a lot of Cabin John Park has been dedicated to ball fields, skating, 

tennis courts, parking lots, roads, picnic areas, etc.  At least in that park, I would not want to see any 

more woods converted to facilities.  Also, Parks staff devote great attention to maintenance of 

facilities.  I'd suggest increasing the staff working on keeping the woods in better shape.   

Thank you for receiving these suggestions.

S. Romanoff
Environmental Concerns Hello,

I'm a certified level 2 Weed Warrior and have worked in the Cabin John woods for the past 5 or 6 

years.  I totally concur with what Steve Romanoff wrote below. Although I have recently moved to 

Maplewood Park Place in  Bethesda, I'm still working to remove invasives and have been given 

permission to do so around the property. Steve's and my suggestions are below:

"Almost daily, I walk in County parks or remove invasive vegetation with the Weed Warriors 

program, mostly in Cabin John Park.

My quick ideas on capital expenditures based on being a frequent user are the following:

1. Wherever there are reports of vehicles causing damage to grassy areas, put up fencing to prevent 

access by vehicles. In the part of the park near the ice skating rink and the Povich field, in each of the 

last three years, I have seen ruts from cars doing wheelies on the soccer field and grassy areas. 

Simple split rail fences would prevent that. I don't suggest that all grassy areas be fenced, just those 

where damage has been reported.

2. Wherever sunlight gets into the woods, invasive plants are taking over the vegetation. Along 

roads, paths, ball fields, etc. you see increased invasive vines (porcelain berry, bittersweet, mile-a-

minute, etc.), invasive shrubs (bush honeysuckle, for example), invasive grasses (stilt grass).

Environmental Concerns My suggestion is for a substantial effort to plant fast-growing native trees where ball fields, etc, 

border the woods to create a shady border for each facility, including funds to maintain those trees 

until they create a canopy. Also, include such plantings and maintenance in any capital project.

3. I have seen attempts to replace cut trees after they were felled for infrastructure (eg the sewar 

line across Cabin John park). Good. But there was no maintenance and replacement so that in 

several places the majority of trees did not survive and the anti-deer cages just fell over and were 

left. If a capital project does include replacement of trees, it should also include maintenance for the 

years necessary to get them established.

4. Would a major effort to remove invasive plants count as a capital project? As much as I enjoy and 

support the Weed Warriors program, my perception is that the incidence of invasive plants is 

increasing, and new invasives are coming into the park. How about a one-time project to get the 

park into shape?

5. Finally, a general observation: a lot of Cabin John Park has been dedicated to ball fields, skating, 

tennis courts, parking lots, roads, picnic areas, etc. At least in that park, I would not want to see any 

more woods converted to facilities. Also, Parks staff devote great attention to maintenance of 
Environmental Concerns The county needs more greenspace--current woods and trails are more crowded, and they are also 

becoming more degraded. Buying more land would be wonderful, but it's also important to support 

existing woods -- invasives are pulling down trees, ruining the understory (along with deer), and 

creating uninviting screens of vines (porcelainberry).  Not only fields have to be maintained--the 

woods do as well. Consider in your priorities.

Environmental Concerns There seems to be an emphasis on facilities in language regarding the Parks CIP. But the very core of 

our parks is the plants (trees, shrubs, perennials) that provide respite to citizens and modulate the 

environment and climate of the entire county. We need more support for maintaining the existing 

forest, meadows and trails, as opposed to 'facilities' -- more support for removing invasive plants 

that are killing trees and crowding out native plants, more support for very judicious herbicide 

treatments of invasives that can't be handled by volunteers (the volunteers are powerful for some 

invasives but helpless against others), and more support for knowledgeable staff to work alongside 

the volunteers on repeated visits to (1) the most biodiverse areas and (2) areas that are of highest 

value for educating the public about the vital role played by a healthy native plant community.

Environmental Concerns As a park volunteer, I would appreciate seeing investment in the natural areas of the parks to include 

tree maintenance, weed control, and trail improvements as these are important "capital 

improvements" along with new construction of sporting fields and recreational facilities. A large part 

of using the parks for recreation involves using the parks open spaces for walking and running (with 

and without pets). 

ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS

Thank you for the support for 

environmental stewardship and 

restoration, as Parks puts great 

importance on natural resources, 

especially in our Stream Valley Parks. 

Parks has multiple environmental 

restoration and planting projects in 

design that will help address 

decades of degradation due to 

development. Parks implements 

environmental restoration projects 

in support of both the County's and 

our own MS4 Permits. Parks also 

operates the Pope Farm Nursery, 

which specializes in native plant 

propagation. Like the majority of 

park facilities, it was built decades 

ago and needs improvements to 

meet our growing needs, but we 

have limited resources for 

modernizing our park facilities. Parks 

is requesting annual funding 

increases for the PLAR-NL, Park 

Refreshers, and Steam Protection, 

which fund improvements that 

would allow us to implements 

stewardship projects throughout 

Montgomery Parks.

*PLAR = Planned Lifecycle Asset 

Replacement



Environmental Concerns More green space allocation please 

Environmental Concerns Please leave green space.  Every open space does not need an amenity. 

Environmental Concerns I would like more natural areas where invasives are controlled

Environmental Concerns Natural areas without grass to cut,  woods with trails and boardwalks over sensitive wetlands

Environmental Concerns A focus on native plants and habitat restoration, as well as removal of non-native invasive plants.

Environmental Concerns Shady nature walks. Bird nesting boxes for future song birds.

Environmental Concerns More boulders and stumps, less plastic

Environmental Concerns Olney seems to get left out of improvement plans.  Olney has limited bike paths and all of the parks 

are old.  They also have no rec centers.

Environmental Concerns I’d like for Parks to actually deliver on past promises of new parks in downtown Bethesda. There 

hasn’t been new parkland delivered in downtown Bethesda since 1983 - over 40 years ago! Dog 

parks and splash play areas are standard for so many urban areas yet downtown Bethesda has 

neither. 

Environmental Concerns How about the park they promised to the residents along Bonifant. Promised when they put in the 

ICC. Just more broken promises.

Environmental Concerns I live near Wall park -( which is in the process of changing)  the trees were never well maintained -  

Vines grew freely. 

I wish they would have monthly clean up days encouraging neighbors to participate- I would join. 

GREEN BRIAR PARK 

PLAYGROUND

Greenbriar Park 

Playground

Greenbrier park needs to be fixed

Greenbriar Park 

Playground

I feel that unless current parks are properly maintained it would be inappropriate to talk about 

building new parks.  Specifically not far from my home is the Greenbriar community park.  It was 

subject to arson destroying the section of the playground for older children (tot playground in tact).  

I was APPALLED that a banner went up seeking donations to rebuild the park as I would expect that 

Montgomery County would have insurance to rebuild.  If the county chooses to self insure then it 

should use its self insurance fund.  Would we seek donations if a county building were damaged by 

arson?  So sorry to be so blunt but clearly a broken park should be fixed before considering building 

new.  

Greenbriar Park 

Playground

I walk regularly at Greenbriar Park in Montgomery County and have been disappointed that the 

arson damaged playground has not been restored.

Greenbriar Park 

Playground

In May, 2024, Greenbriar Local Park was destroyed by arson. It has been sitting idle and as an 

eyesore for all these 14 months. What is the cause for the delay? I feel strongly that a condition like 

this should be taken care of first, before building new parks or facilities.  

Thank you for this survey.

Greenbriar Park 

Playground

Nothing new - but please fix the playground at Greenbriar park.  We need to maintain the parks we 

do have.  

Greenbriar Park 

Playground

Would be great if you could replace the burned out playground at Greenbriar Park on Glen Road. It 

has been many months.

Greenbriar Park 

Playground

Greenbriar playground fixed

LIGHTING

Lighting Lighting is needed on baseball fields at South Germantown Recreational Park. These fields are well 

maintained, but continually under-utilized with only one weeknight game in the Spring and no 

weeknight games in the Fall. The solution is simple - our peers in northern Virginia have lights and 

get 2-games per weeknight in Spring and Fall. It's time to put in lights and use these fields to there 

full potential. 

Lighting lighted public tennis courts need stronger lights. can barely see the ball even with all the lights 

working.

Lighting More well lit places to walk at night

Lighting Add lighting to the basketball and tennis courts at Battery Lane Urban Park.  It’s a popular park and it 

should be open past dark.  More outdoor gym equipment. Bike repair and tire filling station.

Lighting We would love to get a sand or grass volleyball court with lights setup at the Forest Grove 

Neighborhood Park. There is a big empty field here that we currently setup a net at for meetups. We 

would love to have an official one built with lights so we don't need to drag mow the grass ourselves, 

bring nets and lights with a generator etc. This spot is currently unused.

Lighting At Acorn Park in Downtown Silver Spring (Newell Street and East-West Highway), the three 

path/street lights should to be replaced with new consistent downlighting. They are all different 

colors and one of them is very dirty so it has become dim. It would be more pleasant if it would 

match the state highway lights in terms of lumens and light downward. Also, the Acorn itself seems 

to be peeling paint.

It would be helpful if Eminent Domain could apply to extend the new park, Bottleworks Lane Urban 

Park, by moving the current church elsewhere. We could use the existing facility/space for a self-

cleaning public bathroom with a running track.

The Discovery building annex on Kennett Street could be repurposed as a muli-use rental community 

building (if it ever shuts down) for example: musical instrument practice rooms, cooling area, and/or 

indoor sport play.

Thank you for the support for 

environmental stewardship and 

restoration, as Parks puts great 

importance on natural resources, 

especially in our Stream Valley Parks. 

Parks has multiple environmental 

restoration and planting projects in 

design that will help address 

decades of degradation due to 

development. Parks implements 

environmental restoration projects 

in support of both the County's and 

our own MS4 Permits. Parks also 

operates the Pope Farm Nursery, 

which specializes in native plant 

propagation. Like the majority of 

park facilities, it was built decades 

ago and needs improvements to 

meet our growing needs, but we 

have limited resources for 

modernizing our park facilities. Parks 

is requesting annual funding 

increases for the PLAR-NL, Park 

Refreshers, and Steam Protection, 

which fund improvements that 

would allow us to implements 

stewardship projects throughout 

Montgomery Parks.

*PLAR = Planned Lifecycle Asset 

Replacement

Thank you for sharing your concerns 

regarding the unfortunate arson 

event at Greenbriar Local Park. Parks 

is actively working on replacing the 

playground equipment and expects 

to be able to reopen the facility this 

fall.

Thank you for the interest in 

providing more lighting of park 

amenities. The creation of lit 

amenities is dependent on many 

factors and this is under active 

consideration for upcomng project 

development throughout the parks 

system. We will consider this specific 

suggestion for amenity 

improvements. 



LITTLE FALLS PARKWAY

Little Falls Parkway Raised pedestrian walkway on Little Falls Parkway at the Capital Crescent Trail

Little Falls Parkway We do not need to have little falls parkway closed. It creates difficulties for traffic.

It would be great to have a public swimming pool in Bethesda or Friendship Heights area.

Little Falls Parkway Restore Little Falls parkway to the way it was. With all the development at Westbard there is 

increased traffic and additional gas emissions from idling, and increased danger from cars zigzagging 

to follow the current ridiculous lane configuration. The 3 bikes a day that use the bike lane can use 

one of the other two bike/pedestrian trails.

Little Falls Parkway Restore Little Falls Parkway to a four-lane road, which will be safer and put a stop to cars sitting at 

the lights on that road burning gas and polluting the atmosphere because the road is overloaded as a 

two-lane road. The "linear park" idea was. to be blunt, dumb. No families are going to sit by a busy 

road breathing exhaust fumes to picnic or play cornhole. 

Little Falls Parkway I would like to see Little Falls Parkway promptly changed to reflect the changes approved by the 

Council.  It is now unsafe, and failure to implement the changes is irresponsible.  Parks managed to 

quickly ruin that route for those of us who travel it.  Why hasn't it been equally quickly fixed?  

Little Falls Parkway Please restore little falls parkway to its pre-pandemic configuration.

Little Falls Parkway Improve the closed section of LFP

MAINTENANCE & 

UPKEEPING

Maintenance & Upkeep At the far western end of two streets downcounty in Chevy Chase West -- Morgan Drive and 

DeRussey Parkway -- we have a beloved "meadow" area that serves as a path to the Capital Crescent 

Trail and Norwood Park for this community. The county periodically mows a path so walking is 

possible. At its far end, on the right, there is a drainage ditch and a very small wooden bridge that 

spans it.-- really just slats with no handrail. The bridge is overgrown, making walking dangerous, and 

that small area needs attention. On the left side of the meadow, the path through the trees to the 

Crescent Trail also needs attention, since erosion has exposed roots that make it difficult for walking 

and impossible for strollers. I'd be happy to do a walk-through with someone to help identify these 

relatively minor issues that can be inexpensively addressed, and would have maximum effect on park 

usage. My name is Anita Sama (301-922-0455). Many thanks.

Maintenance & Upkeep Given current budget consideration, maintenance of existing parks should be the priority! 

Outreach budget should be to inform people about parks and the offer more low cost/ free walks or 

outings in parks. 

 Additional money could be used to gain more park property to keep it less developed and provide 

more green space, even if unimproved.

Maintenance & Upkeep Maintenance + maintenance and upkeep, many parks look and fell tired and distressed

Maintenance & Upkeep Invest in lawn maintenance equipment, please. seems like there are serious needs at meadowside. 

trails are overgrown and many impassable. 

Maintenance & Upkeep Just submitting an idea for parks.  

 I am asking the county to please put up trash cans near Colt Terrace Neighborhood park - either by 

the playground or at the trailhead on Colt Terrace. There is constantly so much trash there due to 

the playground and it impacts wildlife, the environment in general, etc.  

Thank you for considering. I would like to see the horticultural of the parks maintained better. 

The park I most frequent is Nike Missile Site Park in Gaithersburg off of Snoffer School Road.  1)The 

mowing needs to be more thorough. 2)Many of the trees have low branches hanging over the bike 

path, which is dangerous. 3)Other trees have invasive vines smothering them which will lead to 

having to replace them. 

The other suggestion I would make for the Nike Missile Site Park is to make one of the two tennis 

courts into a pickle ball court. Keep everyone happy. 

Thanks for all the good work you do.

Maintenance & Upkeep More regular park repair, i would really love to not have the wooden benches all to be in splinters. 

More picnic tables under trees would be really lovely. trying to hosts small gatherings outside is hard 

when there’s only either one table or no table at all. Please please empty the trash cans more the 

dog poop gets very humid and stinky 

Maintenance & Upkeep Keeping up with repairs & upgrades to current parks in underserved areas.

Maintenance & Upkeep Fix Meadowside Nature Center

Maintenance & Upkeep Recurring neighborhood trash pickup/collective cleaning and maintenance 

Maintenance & Upkeep Invest in more Weed Warrior program management staff to allow more Weed Warrior volunteers to 

get certified!

NORWOOD PARK 

BUILDING

Norwood Park Building Properly maintain and bring the following buildings up to code and for public use:

Norwood Park Activity Building (basement, main floor, 2nd floor, windows, proper side doors with 

handles, and a ramp for ADA access), the brick house on the Norwood Park property, and Lynbrook 

Park and adjacent park-owned building(s).

Review the street flooding-related issues on Arlington Road, as related to the improvements that 

were made to  Caroline Freeland Park in Bethesda and flooding-related issues on Offutt Drive, Chevy 

Chase Drive, and Bradley Blvd. as related to water coming from Norwood Park

Identify potential sites for an indoor pool in Bethesda.

Thank you for the interest in 

Norwood Local Park. The building 

conditions and activation in this park 

is under active consideration, and 

we consider these suggestions as we 

study potential amenity 

improvements. 

Norwood Park Building 1) Add Norwood Park in Bethesda to the roster of summer music and art events.

2) Improve draining for Little Falls Parkway just north of Langdrum Lane.

Norwood Park Building Please either tear down or rehab the old buildings in Norwood Park. They have been sitting there for 

years and are an eyesore/safety issue in an otherwise beautiful park 

Norwood Park Building redevelopment of Norwood Park to get the old buildings up to code and make them more useful

Norwood Park Building Norwood Park in Bethesda is a beautiful space that unfortunately has three dilapidated buildings.  

These will only fall apart further if left vacant.  Instead, this valuable real estate could be put to good 

use.  

Please think about the best ways to:

Upgrade the green building in Norwood Park to allow its continued use as a Preschool.

Renovate the former Senior Services building in Norwood Park for use as a community center.

Restore the large red brick building in Norwood Park to be rented out for events.

Thank you for the interest in Little 

Falls Parkway and the ongoing Vision 

Zero safety project. Parks has 

completed the design based on the 

Council-approved configuration and 

will be implementing the 

construction this fall. 

Thank you for alerting us to these 

issues. We will pass this along to our 

maintenance team for follow up. 

Please keep in mind that we have 

many demands in management of 

our 37,000 acres of parkland, and 

limited resources for managing 

them, so we appreciate any support 

of our Operating Budget requests as 

they are considered by the County 

Council.



Norwood Park Building It would be nice to more fully use the buildings in Norwood Park.  But a couple of weeks ago a truly 

noisy band was playing there on a weekday night, and it was terrible.  My poor dog was terrified and 

wouldn't go into the park!

Norwood Park Building As a resident of Chevy Chase West, I'd love to see the dog park be brought back onto the table for 

Norwood Park. I was sad to see this plan fall through a year or two ago, as there is so much space in 

the park, andbwith as many dog owners as there are, it would be great to have an organized place 

for those people to congregate. And I say that as someone who doesn't even have a dog!

Norwood Park Building Please preserve historic buildings, such as those in Norwood Park. please prioritize keeping open 

spaces OPEN!  for example, the earlier cancellation of a proposed larger, fenced, concrete based dog 

park was rightfully rejected for Norwood Park, preserving rare, heavily used, and beautiful open 

space for all to enjoy. This should conroe to be a top priority.

Norwood Park Building We are still waiting for two things: 1) repaving of the Little Falls Trail, between Hillandale and Dorset. 

It is still dangerous because of tree roots breaking through the pavement. This was supposed to 

happen in 2024. 2) the realignment of Little Falls Parkway with a wide grass median between one 

lane in each direction,  with no removal of the other lanes. Also, the historic building in Norwood 

Park is a mess, with much of it closed off and assorted safety issue. This building has been used in the 

past for celebratory gatherings and classes. It appears to be standing empty awaiting repairs. When 

will these be done? I am much more interested in seeing repairs in this area than new projects.

PARK AMENITIES

Park Amenities I strongly support funding for new local parks, new non-local parks, and the Legacy Open Space 

program.  I also strongly support funding for park maintenance and renovation, including maintaining 

play areas and trails, and removing alien invasive plants and poison ivy where people may encounter 

it. 

Park Amenities Would love to see a park on a corner of Old Georgetown Rd and Rockville Pike. The area is currently 

fenced off on top of the North Bethesda Metro stop. It is a beautiful green area that can be turned 

into an oval walking path and in the middle, small doggie park, kids' playground, community garden. 

This could be a beautiful park, with some clean up and great imagination with natural to the area 

plants. 

Park Amenities Please finish the renovations to Meadowside Nature Center. This was supposed to be done years 

ago. The staff doesnâ€™t respond to my requests for updates anymore.

Park Amenities In priority order:

- Please finish the Carroll Knolls Local Park renovation. It keeps getting pushed back.

- Please make a path connection from Mount Pleasant Road through "Capitol View Open Space 

Urban Park" to the back of Flora Singer Elementary so that there is a safe cut-through to Forest Glen 

Metro from Capitol View.

- Please build a ramp from the east parking lot of "Capitol View - Homewood Local Park" up to the 

Activity building.

- Please proceed on schedule with Wheaton Regional Park's "Action Sports Complex."

- I support the Ten Mile Creek property acquisition.

- Consider a path connection between Beach Drive at Stoneybrook Avenue through Rock Creek 

Stream Valley Park to Linden Lane or Capitol View Avenue.

Park Amenities Remember the park near the Long Branch Community. This park needs a bigger parking lot and 

administration should be efficient by (1) Posting the schedule of event. 2) must limit the number of 

people who can use the park, like League, 3) must be fin if the park is filthy after their use, 4) big sign 

of no double parking and no vendors allowed and 5) during an event , send some policemen to check 

on the traffic. THANK YOU.

Park Amenities Wall Park is in urgent need of repair - the area is attracting young families with children, and there's 

nowhere to go for county rec nearby.

Park Amenities Please make park construction and improvements in and around Downtown Silver Spring a priority. 

The area has become more dense and urban and there's not a lot of places for people living 

downtown to enjoy green space and outdoor recreation

Park Amenities Please hook up the silver spring at Acorn Park back to the water line, or better yet connect it down 

to the natural aquifer so it can be considered a spring again! It is currently sitting dry and in disrepair 

for the last few years, despite it being the literal namesake and founding place for Silver Spring. 

Park Amenities Please ensure the Bottleworks Lane Urban Park construction is proceeding smoothly and quickly. We 

need the park, and while the delay is understandable due to health concerns, I hardly see any 

movement on the site during the day. I'm starting to doubt it will be done by Spring 2026.

Park Amenities Tanglewood Park could use a much needed refresh. 

Park Amenities Would love to see more skateboard parks, ample and wide enough parking for loading kids/strollers 

in/out of cars, water refill stations, trash cans emptied routinely, indoor/outdoor walking tracks for 

seniors (like the tracks at high schools so they can be accessed during the school day and are soft 

service for aging bodies.

Park Amenities Water fountains on the CCT. One by River Road bike area, one that works at dalecarlia. One on 

Trolley Trail by Edison.

Park Amenities We need more fenced in park options.

Park Amenities Renovation of Takoma Urban Park - 7035 Carroll Ave, Takoma Park

Park Amenities 1. Parks within walking distance of all residential areas.

2. For safety and to encourage use, improved walkability to get to and from the parks, especially by 

small children, the disabled and the elderly (including even sidewalks, well-marked street crossings, 

and working sound at signaled crosswalks). 

3. More paths within parks (for walkers, runners, etc.) Organized sports and fields are important. But 

everyone needs to be served.

4. More disposal facilities for trash, recycling and composting, with clearly marked separation.

5. Drinking water sources.

6. Toilets.

Park Amenities Expand public space for both educational and animal ambassadors at Locust Grove Nature Center.  

Park Amenities More garden design and walkways, like seen in NYC High Line and Central Park

Park Amenities Water - Lakes or ponds like MLK and Brookside Gardens. And paved paths, with 3+ feet of grass on 

either side if possible.

Thank you for the support for 

various park amenities across 

Montgomery Parks. The majority of 

parks were built decades ago and do 

not meet current standards and 

emerging needs, and we have 

limited resources for modernizing 

our facilities. Parks is requesting 

funding increases for trails and the 

PLAR-NL, Wheaton Regional Park, 

and Park Refreshers, which fund 

park amenity creation and 

rehabilitation, and we appreciated 

any community support.

*PLAR = Planned Lifecycle Asset 

Replacement



Park Amenities I love playing with my 4 year old daughter at all of the local MoCo Parks.  I especially like walking or 

biking to and from the parks.  I would like more drinking fountains, bike storage, trash bins, and 

recycle bins at some of the parks.  During the design phase, I ask that you consider the safety of all 

road users- specifically pedestrians and cyclists.

There are a few viable options:

--Hillandale Local Park on New Hampshire Ave was recently renovated and reopened last year. The 

grounds still have open space where a dog park could potentially be added. 

--New Hampshire Estates Local Park, while not centrally located within East County, is on the 

renovation list for improvements, which were championed by many of our District 5 delegates. Along 

with this renovation, perhaps a dog park can be considered as an addition.

--MLK Park off of New Hampshire Ave is such a large and well-used park that backs up to multiple 

residential areas. Yet, some sections don't really receive much use like the tennis courts in the back 

corner near the pool. This could potentially be a great spot for a dog park because it's out of the way. 

--Stonehedge Local Park off of Old Columbia Pike is another option that sits right next to the new 

White Oak Town Center.

Adding a local dog park in White Oak would be a great addition for residents of our community and 

can easily be done given some of the options highlighted above. Please seriously consider adding a 

dog park to White Oak/East County. We deserve public amentities like this our community. Thank 

you for considering.
Park Amenities My priorities are as follows:  1. Renovate and reuse Jesup Blair House for COMMUNITY use--it has 

been 20 years of waiting! ; 2. Connect Jesup Blair park to the house by providing outdoor concert 

and festival facilities, such as public restrooms, electricity, pavilion, etc. 3. Support the creation of 

the Rachel Carson environmental museum and connect Northwest Branch park to that museum with 

marked trails. 

Park Amenities 1. Please convert as much of Woodmont Triangle to a pedestrian-only zone with additional walking, 

picnic, and park space. A permanent set-up for live music and other events would be great! The few 

parking spaces in front of business are worth losing! 2. Please build a dog park near Glenbrook 

Knolls. The lack of a dog park in downtown Bethesda means lots of loose dogs running around and 

outside of the field near NIH and the Trolley Trail. Having dog parks all the way on the other side of 

Bethesda or that require a car to get to make no sense.

Park Amenities It would be nice to send a little love upcounty to our trail systems. We have a lovely paved trail by 

the Magruder stream but it abruptly ends. No amenities like the Capital Crescent Trail. Signage, 

benches, other amenities for all the trails along Seneca Creek would be nice too. Kayak access points 

along the navigable streams (not just a random sign) would be appreciated.

Park Amenities Please build a park -- with brick, lots of trees, benches and a water feature-- in downtown Bethesda 

on the land at Woodmont Ave and Bethesda Ave, in front of Mon Ami Gabi and the Landmark 

Bethesda Row.  This had been proposed many years ago but was never developed. It is currently a 

construction site for Metro and the Purple Line but when construction is complete, it could be a 

wonderful place-making park.  People used to gather in front of Anthropologie, across the street at 

the same intersection, but that was redone into a white sterile treeless uninviting space that no one 

uses.  It would be great to have a green space at the same intersection for people to gather and 

enjoy.  Thank you for your consideration. 

Park Amenities More zip lines and activities for the older players. This will help get teens off their phones and in the 

parks! 

Park Amenities Channel more funding to existing historic sites owned by Montgomery Parks.  So much has gone into 

new amenities that the older ones have been neglected.

Park Amenities All parks should have bathroom access all year. Water fountains for people and dogs at all parks. Add 

bike racks and bikeshare stations near parks. At Lake Needwood, extend the boat rentals into the fall 

(the most pleasant time to be there for families - summer is too hot). Install more water features like 

splash pads and shade canopies at local parks/playgrounds for families as the summers keep getting 

hotter. Pump tracks are great fun for all ages. More creative and artistic playgrounds like you see in 

Europe. Check out https://berliner-playequipment.com/us/ for inspiration. Minneapolis parks are a 

good source of inspiration too - for example, one of their parks has a raspberry bush open to the 

public for picking/eating.

Park Amenities New equipment, especially for toddlers at Martin Luther King Jr Park. The wood chips are also a 

concern.

Park Amenities   I've attended a couple "party in the park" events recently and really think they're great.  Families 

attend together, local musicians can show off their talents, and vendors can sell their wares.  It 

brings the community together for a fun afternoon.  More events like this would be great.

My daughter loves to read so perhaps we could get authors to read their stories around a campfire, 

or under a pavilion some time?  Alternative, get volunteers to read childrens stories in a circle?  

Authors could sell their books and vendors could sell snacks.

Make pavilion areas available for free cultural exchange events.  Find volunteers from the 

community who are from or represent cultures outside the US.  Make a "Chalk the Walk" day where 

sidewalks are used for art projects for kids; provide free sticks of chalk.

Perhaps a themed scavenger hunt that corresponds with seasons?  Wheaton regional has one at 

Halloween for their train; some more like this?

Guided Star Gazing Nights; partner with astronomy clubs to set up telescopes.  Especially good on 

full moon nights or meteor showers...

Set up an obstacle course where kids/people who complete it receive a prize of glowsticks they can 

use for after the sun goes down for a red vs blue capture the flag game.

Park Amenities more demonstration gardens and community vegetable gardens, plant fruit trees and fruit bushes in 

open grass areas to reduce maintenance/mowing and provide healthy food.  safer bicycling, more 

disc golf options

Park Amenities Add pickleball lines to some tennis courts at Cabin John outdoor courts on Tuckerman Lane. Add 

working water fountain. Add Shade.

Park Amenities I would make the installation of drinking water fountains with updated playground equipment a 

priority at every Montgomery County Park, particulary, Chevy Chase Park! I also think splash pads at 

most of them would be a great improvement aside from keeping them updated. I also think the 

addition of more trees on the perimeter of these parks would greatly enhance them as well.



Park Amenities Parks are for everyone -- all ages and stages of life. As Montgomery County's population ages, I 

would like to see imaginative solutions that meet the needs of older residents while remaining 

inclusive for children, teenagers, and families.

Those needs include:

- physical exercise and wellness with a particular emphasis on balance, grip strength, and general 

muscle tone

- opportunities to meet other people and foster social connections

- accommodatimg limitations on mobility, sight and hearing, and possibly dementia

As you are developoing the plan, I encourage you to draw on the expertise of professionals who 

understand aging (including individuals) and think about how the parks can be even more welcoming 

to all.

Thanks for asking!

Niels

Park Amenities I'd love to see the Parks (perhaps with collaboration from MCPL) open a Naturebrary with literature 

that is nature/outdoors/wildlife themed, but also check out things that lend themselves to nature 

exploration (binoculars, trail cameras, kid exploration kits). They could offer outdoor literacy 

programs that tie in books, outdoor activities, crafts, etc. I'd love to be involved in creating 

programming as an elementary librarian. We need to get kids outdoors more and off of screens. 

Expand the wildlife ecology unit to offer more availability in helping with injured wildlife within the 

parks. The team is fantastic and willing to help, but that's not their primary role. Reopen 

Meadowside Nature Center because the park patrons who have been loyal to the park for years 

deserve real bathrooms. 

PICKLEBALL

Pickleball Six new pickleball courts were recently installed at East Norbeck Park off of Norbeck Road.  All of the 

net post are now cracking at the base due to poor installation. Several of the courts are no longer 

playable due to faulty workmanship. Please have these posts repaired.

Pickleball Fix pickleball courts 

Pickleball Level mattie Stepanek pickleball courts. Prevent groundwater from coming up. Add trees for shade. 

Also more tennis walls

Pickleball Pickleball is the fastest growing sport in America. We should have pickleball courts in densely 

populated areas. For example, there are no courts in Bethesda/Chevy Chase. While noise is cited as a 

reason not to have them, there are new paddles and film that can be added to existing paddles that 

make them no louder than tennis rackets. Pickleball is multigenerational and highly social. It is a 

sport everyone can play for fun and activity. Gear is inexpensive. We should embrace this sport and 

make it an attraction in Montgomery county. Tennis courts in disrepair could be converted. Rec 

leagues could form. Let's join the movement!

Pickleball More basketball and pickleball 

Pickleball More indoor & outdoor pickleball courts

Pickleball I would love to see more pickleball courts, especially those that have lights. 

Pickleball More pickleball

Pickleball Fenced in dog park areas, more pickleball courts, and shaded walk ways! More connection to 

neighborhoods avoiding busy roads.

Pickleball More pickleball courts please. Also, in some shared courts, pickleball lines have been painted but no 

pickleball nets are provided. Please provide pickleball nets for the community park courts. They can 

easily be moved to the side when not being used. 

Pickleball Lining the tennis courts for pickleball; replace the play equipment; rematch

Pickleball More pickleball courts. Please provide pickleball nets too.

PLAYGROUNDS

Playgrounds Improve playground at Chevy Chase local park - on Shepherd Street. The structure is very dated- 

there is pealing paint and some dangerous aspects that could be much improved with a new 

structure. Fixing the tennis courts would also be nice as they are not in good condition including 

some major issues with the back fence which are dangerous. This is a greatly used park and one of 

the only in the neighborhood.

Playgrounds I would like to see Ayrlawn Park renovated, particularly the playground and for the wooded area to 

be refurbished with a cleaner trail. 

Playgrounds We live near Nolte Park and love everything about it! The playground, field, woods, and basketball 

area are fantastic. We would love to see even more trees planted (two were harmed in recent 

storms), have the small field south of the playground and west of the baseball diamonds 

marked/netted for younger kid soccer (the big field is great as soccer for the big kids), and have a 

small exercise station (similar to the one at Wheaton Regional across the street from the bathrooms 

next to the playground) added somewhere near the playground. Thank you! 

Playgrounds I'd love to see Argyle Local Park get a refresh. The park is often busy but the playground is old, 

dented in places, and showing signs of wear and tear.

I'd also love to see community gardens in more spots around the county.

Playgrounds It would be wonderful to have more natural landscape play areas with materials that come from the 

earth and help kids creatively explore their environment (log seats and steps, climbing walls up hills, 

slides, river runs, etc.)

Playgrounds Musical instruments at kids parks that are designed to be a part of a playground (large vibraphones, 

drums, xylophones, or chimes, for example).

Outdoor workout stations.

More shaded parks and paths to walk.

Playgrounds Argyle park improvements - playground is ancient, tennis courts need resurfacing. Sligo Dennis Ave 

park is wonderful but the tennis courts are in very bad shape. 

Thank you for your support for 

playgrounds. Parks is actively 

working on multiple playground 

renovation projects, and we will look 

into the feasibility of including more 

amenities for younger users.  The 

majority of playgrounds were built 

decades ago and do not meet 

current standards and emerging 

needs, and we have limited 

resources for modernizing our parks. 

Parks is requesting funding increases 

for PLAR-NL, Wheaton Regional 

Park, and Park Refreshers, which 

fund improvements like this, and we 

appreciated any community support.

*PLAR = Planned Lifecycle Asset 

Replacement

Thank you for sharing your support 

for the emerging sport of pickleball. 

The majority of park facilities were 

built decades ago and do not meet 

current standards and emerging 

needs, and we have limited 

resources for modernizing our 

facilities. We have several projects in 

design to incorporate pickleball into 

our courts system, including the 

creation of several dedicated 

pickleball courts at Wheaton 

Regional Park. Parks is requesting 

funding increases in PLAR-NL, Park 

Refreshers, and Wheaton Regional 

Park, which would allow us to 

implement more pickleball projects, 

and we appreciate any community 

support.

*PLAR = Planned Lifecycle Asset 

Replacement



Playgrounds Montgomery County urgently needs more fenced-in park and playground options to keep children 

safe and ensure our parks are truly inclusive. Last summer, a child tragically eloped from a park and 

drowned. This devastating incident highlights the real risks families face when playgrounds are not 

designed with secure boundaries. Children with special needs are at especially high risk for 

elopement and running into danger. For many of these families, the lack of fenced-in spaces creates 

barriers to safely accessing and enjoying our parks. Without secure play areas, parents are forced to 

constantly remain on high alert or avoid parks altogether. By investing in more fenced-in 

playgrounds and recreation areas, Montgomery County would not only reduce the risk of 

preventable tragedies but also create welcoming, inclusive environments where all children 

regardless of ability can play safely. This is both a public safety necessity and an equity issue. Families 

deserve peace of mind knowing their children can explore, learn, and grow in secure spaces within 

our parks.

Playgrounds Repair/Reno recommendation - Blue Kids Activity Playground in Germantown

This is a great playground, but at the very top of the playground, close to the two twisty slides, there 

is a ladder that goes from the ground all the way up. I spoke to a parent that they witnessed a 

smaller child play up there and fell all the way down, breaking their arm, having to call an ambulance 

and everything.

The ladder is obviously for older kids, but there has to be some mechanism that keeps it safe for 

younger kids when they are up there too. My son is 3 and he is fully enjoying the slides at the mid 

and top level with supervision, but if he walks over to the area with that one ladder and isn't paying 

attention, it's going to be a bad day and a hospital bill. I implore the council to take a look at this 

facility and see what improvements can be made to that specific part. 

Playgrounds I'd love to see some young toddler centered areas that are fenced off from older kids areas. 

Sometimes the big kids play rough. Rugby fields. Areas with fire pits that are rentable. 

Playgrounds More themed playgrounds! A castle / ship wooden playground for example. Don't do just generic 

playgrounds, kids love the themed ones much more. 

Playgrounds All parks should have upgraded playground equipment, mulch/terf, lights and benches. Stonegate 

Neighborhood Park is in desperate need of upgrades. 

Playgrounds Increased playgrounds with toddler specific areas including fenced off locations with tree/shade 

cover. 

More swings for different ages at each location 

Additional park types - splash pads, climbing structures, paved paths for biking 

More standalone bathrooms (versus porta potties)

Playgrounds The playground equipment at South Four Corners Park and its adjacent Argyle Local Park are quite 

outdated and aged with Argyle still having metal structures. These parks serve many families on the 

South Four Corners neighborhood  that don’t require crossing University Blvd. 

Playgrounds More guided outdoor kid activities 

Playgrounds We love all the park and playground options in the county. However, there is an urgent need for 

more fenced in playgrounds across the county, with the highest priority for the safety of autistic 

children who often elope. At the top of my mind is the little boy who tragically drowned in 

Gaithersburg last year after running off the playground to the nearby pond.  My own child is autistic 

so this issue is dear to me. However, fenced in playgrounds would be helpful for all as a safer option 

and provide peace of mind to many with young children, neurodivergent, typical, or otherwise.  

Playgrounds Highly recommend spending to build more fenced in play grounds and spaces. This is a safety issues 

impacting all children, but especially those with autism and other disabilities that elope. We have 

lost too many Autistic children in Maryland over the past few years due to elopement and drowning. 

It's so heartbreaking.

Playgrounds Personally, I feel that there is no park easily accessible to where I live in the Manor Park 

neighborhood. Norbeck park is the closest park with playground equipment and that park is greater 

than one mile away and unfortunately, there is no path to walk to the playground due to the traffic 

in the area.

Playgrounds More nature play spaces like Meadowside and Locust Grove

Playgrounds Zip line for kids

Playgrounds Fences even just around part of the playground although especially around the whole thing to give 

peace of mind.

Playgrounds There are barely any parks with baby swings. It's crazy.

Playgrounds More swings at playgrounds, updated playground equipment, more shade at playgrounds, more 

activities for toddlers (18-24 months). 

Playgrounds More shade for playgrounds and more splash pads! Would make it much easier to take kids outside 

in the summer.

Playgrounds I really like the way the city of Rockville playgrounds are built. I like the flooring if you want to call it 

that.

 After the upgrades of Cabin John Park I am disappointed because there's not so much for kids older 

than 9 or 10 to play on. When I take my grandchildren 7 and 10 the 7-year-old get s busy but the 10-

year-old has nothing to engage him particularly. Please consider that up until the age of 12 the kids 

are likely to have a little spin on the playground! 

The playground on Glen Road that burnt down was an example of a fine playground for a bit older 

child! I can't wait until that's back up. More playgrounds like that would be good because there's 

many different senses are being used.

A well exercised child is a happy child.

Thank you for your support for 

playgrounds. Parks is actively 

working on multiple playground 

renovation projects, and we will look 

into the feasibility of including more 

amenities for younger users.  The 

majority of playgrounds were built 

decades ago and do not meet 

current standards and emerging 

needs, and we have limited 

resources for modernizing our parks. 

Parks is requesting funding increases 

for PLAR-NL, Wheaton Regional 

Park, and Park Refreshers, which 

fund improvements like this, and we 

appreciated any community support.

*PLAR = Planned Lifecycle Asset 

Replacement



POSITIVE FEEDBACK

Positive Feedback Keep up the great job.

Positive Feedback I would like to see more programs at the Ag History Farm Park! 

I appreciated the wonderful program I attended a couple of years ago that had three different stages 

depicting the history and music of the people that lived here, both free and enslaved. We should 

have more programs like that here not just big festivals.

With all the wildlife here the Master Naturalists could provide programs here.

With the huge Demonstration Garden maintained by the Master Gardeners it would be nice to have 

gardening programs.

This beautiful park is underused.

Positive Feedback I just want to say how much I appreciate the Germantown Soccer Complex. I go walking there most 

nights. I sometimes use the Kingsview Rec center to workout and the improvements to the gym 

equipment are better than I expected. 

Somethings I would like to see are:

1) I want to know more what MoCo is doing to be pollinator/insect positive. I have noticed that the 

grass is mowed much later than other areas, which is great to see for birds that nest on the ground 

and other pollinators, but I am still concerned that with the global collapse of insect populations and 

diversity, too many areas are being mowed down by late Fall. Many species need to be in ground 

litter to go through their lifecycles for the next Spring and Summer. 

1a) provide signage, talks, emails that explains what MoCo is doing to be part of sustainability and 

protection of diverse wild animal and insect species.

1b) provide signage, talks, emails of how MoCo is protecting and reinforcing clean water for wildlife 

habitats as well as ground water & aquifer regeneration, 

2) More treadmills at Kingsview. They tend to be busy at night making it hard to use them.

3) I’d love to have better guidance about recycling. Even if you have 3rd party companies do it (I 
4) Compost recycling program. Start with a small trial in an area that people are most likely to 

participate and publish and advertise how it’s going. Learn and expand from that. Allow people to 

visit where the composting is and pay a small fee for the compost. 

 I lived in Palo Alto, CA (I am not from California-so, not trying to make everywhere else CA) and was 

so impressed with the recycling and compost program. Their compost took meat, bones, and tetra 

packs. 

5) Develop a glass recycling place that pounds recycled glass into sand that we could purchase for a 

small fee. Flagstaff, AZ had a municipality that did that and it was so nice when I had garden projects 

to go over and purchase it knowing that we were keeping glass trash regenerated into something 

useful in town.

6) I would like an update on what MoCo is doing to monitor and mitigate PFAS in our soil and water. 

Thank you for everything you do. Taxes are high here but I have always felt like MoCo Parks is worth 

the money paid. One of , if not the best county parks I have experienced where I have lived. 

Positive Feedback Keep up the unique and quirky park designs! Children and adults love how your parks look and feel 

different from everyone else's.

Positive Feedback I do not have anything specific to add, but I believe it is extremely important to keep our parks open 

and kept up for all to enjoy. I love seeing families or anybody enjoying the benefits of nature. Parks 

are also a way to keep cool, clean our air, a refuge for birds and bugs, and for education.

Positive Feedback Montgomery County has a great network of parks. I'm still trying to explore all of them!

Positive Feedback Montgomery Parks already does a great job in terms of recreational events (comedy in the park; 

theater performances) as well as educational programming (walking tours of Brookside). The 

facilities are also amazing and I'm always impressed every time I walk through Cabin John or 

Brookside. I have no further recommendations other than to keep up the great work.

PUBLIC RESTROOMS

Public Restrooms I wish the playgrounds had more shade built in to keep the kids out of the sun, I also wish there was 

more public bathroom access.  Portapotties are tough with toddlers

Public Restrooms We live near the mid-community center on Queensguard. It is a wonderful park. My only suggestion 

and I don't know how it would be done, would be for Saturday and Sunday soccer games, have 

something better than a porta-potty (something like a portable restroom trailer with running water).  

Public Restrooms Overall better access to bathrooms for parks in the Wheaton area. The parks are used daily by those 

with young children. It is really helpful to have clean bathrooms (or Porto-Johns) in these parks. 

I realize this isn't a CIP item but better anticipation of trash pickup needs would be helpful. For parks 

with playing fields, Parks should anticipate more trash pickups - I often see plastic water bottles 

remaining due to overflowing recycle/trash cans after weekend games. Perhaps assessing facilities 

for larger trash containers would be a related CIP item. 

Specific renovation: A planned update to the Wheaton Forest Local Park is needed. The playground 

would ideally be moved back from University Boulevard and the bathroom facility upgraded. 

Preferably contract with the designer of Evans Park - that park is great! 

Some maintenance attention at Glen Haven Local Park is needed. I've noticed evidence of people 

setting camp fires there (burn marks way up the trees) and it's very overgrown around the back of 

Glen Haven Elementary- creating a potentially unsafe area for children walking to school. 

Another important note - please keep the beautiful stream valley parks and regional parks as wild as 

possible. As a former rural resident I cannot emphasize enough how important these spaces are to 

making Montgomery County a livable place. Thank you!
Public Restrooms New bathrooms, storage buildings, water fountains, stages, landscaping, etc. Use me for the design. 

START Architects cwitmer@gmail.com 202.413.9993

Public Restrooms In general, I'd like to see more public restrooms in the parks. This is important for ALL patrons -- but 

especially as our population is aging. Also more ADA-compliant woodland trails.

Public Restrooms How about a roller skate park? There isn't a roller skate rink in MoCo. There should be restroom 

options at sports fields. Also, at tracks, it would be nice if there were a button to press that would 

turn on the lights for 30 mins at a time for those who run in the winter when daylight is fleeting. 

Lastly, a park with multiple sports fields along with rest room facilities closer to Bethesda would be 

nice so parents wouldn't have to race across the county to their kids games would be nice.

Public Restrooms More parks with bathrooms would be great, especially if it can be more than a port-o-potty.

Thank you for the interest in 

providing more public restrooms to 

support various park amenities. The 

provision of public restrooms is 

dependent on many factors and this 

topic is under active consideration 

with planning development projects 

throughout the parks system. Parks 

is requesting funding increases for 

PLAR-NL, Wheaton Regional Park, 

and Park Refreshers, which fund 

improvements like this, and we 

appreciated any community support. 

Please note that a large portion of 

the cost for public restrooms is for 

maintenance and upkeep, so please 

also support Parks Operating Budget 

requests as they are being 

considered by the County Council.

*PLAR = Planned Lifecycle Asset 

Replacement

Thank you for your support for 

Montgomery Parks. Parks is actively 

working on multiple renovation 

projects that will improve the 

condition and services we are able 

to provide. Parks is requesting 

funding increases for PLAR-NL, 

Wheaton Regional Park, and Park 

Refreshers, which fund 

improvements like this, and we 

appreciate any community support.

*PLAR = Planned Lifecycle Asset 

Replacement



Public Restrooms Please build more bathrooms in parks, especially near playgrounds. Also, having more splash pads 

like they do in DC and Virginia would be amazing! Montgomery County summers are really hot. 

Additionally, please prioritize de-icing trails during the winter. Our Montgomery Parks trails were 

dangerous this past winter. 

Public Restrooms Increase comfort by adding more bathrooms, fresh water fountains, seating, shade, nighttime 

lighting, and weather protection, and invest in regular maintenance.

Program events year-round with a mix of local culture, food, arts, and recreation, utilizing 

partnerships with schools, artists, and nonprofits.

Install interactive amenities, from cafes/kiosks, public art, fire pits with Adirondack chairs, and water 

features to temporary elements like pop-up food stands and farmers’ markets.

Plan for sustainability and resilience—use native landscaping and energy-efficient/solar lighting, 

build community gardens, promote recycling, and design for climate extremes like flood-resistant 

landscaping/rain gardens.

Public Restrooms More public water fountains and restroom facilities are needed in the Silver Spring/ Takoma 

Park/Hyattsville corridor 

Public Restrooms Calisthenics parks, boundary trail at Wheaton park, pavilion at nolte, more portable toilets along 

sligo creek trail 

Public Restrooms Add trees to Sligo Creek North Neighborhood Park-- a big tree fell down on the north side of it and it 

would be great to replace that with some saplings. Also could be great to add trees on the side of 

Sligo Creek Stream Valley Park that is in between the playground and the road. Wold love bathrooms 

and water fountains at all parks.

Public Restrooms The parks need better bathroom facilities

Public Restrooms Bathrooms at Dewey Park!! This is a large and well loved playground with a single disgusting port a 

potty. More investment in lower income areas, like East County. For example, the playgrounds at 

Pilgrim Hills park and the park across the street are ancient. Why are we building enormous new 

playgrounds by the Kentlands while these are falling apart?

Public Restrooms Bathrooms everywhere, more equipment for the very young (infants and toddlers) or older kids (like 

teens)

spray parks

water fountains that work

bike trails -- sligo creek trail is great for walking but it's terrible for biking -- way too bumpy and too 

many 90 degree turns and too many narrow spots

more streets closed to cars

more family-friendly events like the egg hunt or earth day fair

Public Restrooms Restrooms and water bottle stations along the Rock Creek Trail to make it more feasible to do longer 

runs / walks / bike rides along it. 

More low-key splash pads in parks throughout the county like other areas have done. These will be 

increasingly valued with more extreme weather.

More improved restroom facilities at a variety of parks, especially those highly used for community 

use programs. Restroom facilities make the parks more accessible for families with young children 

and older family members. 

Create a trail connector for the Bethesda Trolley Trail and the Capital Crescent Trail. The current gaps 

are hard for new bikers to navigate and make it intimidating to take advantage of the existing trails. 

Public Restrooms -Brookside nature center- opening hours and days expanded.

-More bathrooms

-Trains are great but the one at cabin john seems to be out of commission quite a bit. 

-more affordable rental options. I would love to have my kids bday party at a park but the full day/ 6 

hour min on weekends is too expensive. Would love to be able to do a 2 hour in the morning rental 

for a lower cost. Im a single mom and cant go stake out a first come first serve table out all day. 

-splash pad or water feature like they have at Nature forward (the sand/water playground).

Thank you for all your great work. We love our parks and enjoy finding new ones all the time! 

Public Restrooms Outdoor exercise areas. Restrooms,

Public Restrooms Bathroom facility at the pond and tennis courts beyond the Jackson Road Aquatic Center.

Bathroom facility at the head end of the Silver Spring Copperhead trail.

Bathroom facility at the head end of the Silver Spring NW Branch trail / Rachel Carson trail (at the 

Colesville Rd dam).

More displays and animals in the Nature Center at Brookside Gardens.

Public Restrooms Love our county parks and the fabulous events. Would be great to have more bathrooms and better 

hours/more open days for Brookside Nature Center. Also love the splash pad idea.

Public Restrooms More bathrooms

Public Restrooms Bathrooms along Sligo Creek Trail would be very helpful!

Safer pedestrian crossing where the trail intersects with East West HWY. There is currently a faint 

blinking light for three lanes of traffic!

RECYCLING & WASTE

Recycling & Waste Recycling bins! So much recycling goes into those trash cans, at least in my parks, Nolte and Bullis. 

Also, could you please monitor and remove poison ivy? Lots of it growing near ESS ES, especially on 

the Thayer Ave  hill.

Recycling & Waste Please install trash cans on the Matthew Henson State Park path between Viers Mill Road and 

Georgia Avenue.

Also please install a walking bridge over Matthew Henson Park so people who live on Littleton Street 

can cross over the creek and use the park path.  

Recycling & Waste Fenced in hiking trails for off leash dogs 

Near Germantown, a 5-10 acre, fenced, wooded dog park with meandering paths (mix of dirt, gravel, 

asphalt) in a natural environment with access to shade, benches, water and doggie bag waste 

stations. 

This could easily be accomplished at Ridge Road Recreational Park or Black Hill Regional Park. 

Summers are too hot to use traditional flat and unshaded dog parks. Also with the walking trails 

owners are more likely to walk instead of just standing around on their phones. 

Thank you for the interest in 

providing more public restrooms to 

support various park amenities. The 

provision of public restrooms is 

dependent on many factors and this 

topic is under active consideration 

with planning development projects 

throughout the parks system. Parks 

is requesting funding increases for 

PLAR-NL, Wheaton Regional Park, 

and Park Refreshers, which fund 

improvements like this, and we 

appreciated any community support. 

Please note that a large portion of 

the cost for public restrooms is for 

maintenance and upkeep, so please 

also support Parks Operating Budget 

requests as they are being 

considered by the County Council.

*PLAR = Planned Lifecycle Asset 

Replacement

Thank you for the interest in 

recycling and waste manaement 

issues. We will pass this along to our 

maintenance team for follow up. 

Please keep in mind that we have 

many demands in management of 

our 37,000 acres of parkland, and 

limited resources for managing 

them, so we appreciate any support 

of our Operating Budget requests as 

they are considered by the County 

Council.



RENEWABLE ENERGY

Renewable Energy I am all for solar energy but done the right way. Clear-cutting land is not the right way. Cover parking 

lots and rooftops instead. Shield the pavement and prevent it from becoming a heat island.

Renewable Energy I fully support solar, but let's put it over parking lots and rooftops, as Dustin said in his comment. In a 

park, I'd like to see outdoor recreation spaces, native plant gardens, and/or multi-sensory accessible 

playgrounds where every child can have fun.

Renewable Energy I would love to see the inclusion of more point-of-service, renewable sources of electricity 

generation in parks, especially around athletic fields. With the advent of such things as "balcony" 

solar (i.e. small, "appliance sized") solar electric generators that require significantly less 

infrastructure to install, things like parking lot lighting, and maybe even stadium lighting, could be 

powered (mostly) by renewable energy.  

While these systems are often marketed to apartment and condo dwellers, there are options that 

make sense for larger scale properties that may not be easily connected to a larger solar network.

https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-environment/2025/08/12/balcony-solar-plug-in-rooftop/ 

Please also continue investing in electric maintenance equipment like mowers, trimmers and 

blowers. The quiet is a as much a benefit to me as the reduction in carbon use.

Finally, if we could switch our power use to more of an on-demand model (e.g. with timers, motion 

sensors, etc.) that would further reduce Parks' use of energy.

ROADS & SAFETY

Roads & Safety CABN JOHN PLAYGROUND DISGRACE 

I have taken my grandson to parks in Frederick, and love their clean, new designs. By example, 

Kempton Park has FOUR new playgrounds.  

I used to take by sons to Cabin John, but will never take my grandson there again. It's AWFUL. 

Outdated design, wood with splinters, fabrics with mold, nothing interesting to do and a huge 

disappointment! 

BIKE LANE OR BOULEVARD SIDEWALK ALONG  WESTLAKE

Also, there needs to be safer sidewalk or a bike lane from Cabin John Park entrances on Westlake 

Drive to the Nature Center/Tennis Courts on Democracy. There is some sidewalk, but it is directly on 

the curb of a busy four lane Westpark street. 

Adding a biker's lane will make it safer for families and seniors to get more exercise and walk/ride to 

and from the various  facilities. The sidewalk along Democracy is treelined and like a beautiful 

boulevard, but turn the corner onto Westlake and you are taking your life in your hands with four 

lanes of busy traffic and no buffer zone.  

Residents of Westlake Condos and Lakeview (for low income seniors), have NO PLACE safe to walk. 
Roads & Safety I personally witnessed three accidents on Westlake, one dog got his hip broken, one senior on the 

sidewalk was clipped by a car's rearview mirror and one disabled young woman got a fatal skull 

fracture when hurrying across the road, stumbled and hit the curb.  

I think making a boulevard walkway like Democracy would be best, but changing one lane into a bike 

lane could accomplish the same thing and also make it safer for both walkers, bikers and those with 

mobility aids. 

PORTABLE TOILETS, TRASH CANS, DOGGIE BAG stations: These are needed at the Civic Center where 

I walk my dogs.

WALKWAY ACCESS: A surface walkway is needed from Westlake Terrace Rd. to Cabin John Regional 

Park Baseball Fields #5 and #6.  Currently there is only grass, and it is a favorite destination for dog 

walkers from the Westlake Terrace and Westlake Drive communities.

METRO BUS SHELTER: There are several bus shelters on one side of Westpark Drive and not on the 

other.  They are needed on both sides.

RV CAMPIN: Where are the camping places for RVs. The one on Tuckerman is walk in only.

Frederick has several.
Roads & Safety Make light rail up and down all the "state" avenues. Go TOD!!

Roads & Safety Please put gates/fully enclose our parks! It is so much safer for kids if they can't wander into unsafe 

places. Specifically at candy cane city, the park is open wide to the parking lot and people are always 

rushing. 

Roads & Safety Please close ALL of Sligo Creek Parkway and Beach Drive on weekends! There are plenty of other 

thruways in the county, but having uninterrupted road for bike and run would be amazing. 

Roads & Safety Someone to man the Olney Skate Park again. It’s still decent, but last time I was there, it was a dad 

and kid using radio controlled cars with no sense of sharing, two skaters who found it better to skate 

in the parking lot, probably because of the weird guy zombie walking around who made me feel 

deeply unsafe (he later revealed to my partner he was carrying a knife in his pants). 

Would also love to see something big and wide like with pump tracks and flat spots and/or an 

outdoor skating rink like Anacostia’s with nice grassy picnic areas and a playground nearby

Roads & Safety At the intersection of Ross Rd. and Spencer Rd. in Silver Spring, Md. the road dead ends. Currently, 

there's a "No Outlet" sign posted. This leads to the entrance of our local park; the Rosemary Hills-

Lyttonsvilles Park. This intersection is a major pickup/drop off destination for the local school buses 

and the community utilizes the park for a variety of family events, walking, bike riding, exercising, 

dog walking, ... It also has a small baseball field that's design for T-ball and soccer.

For many years this entrance has been taken over primarily by a hand full of individuals that loiter, 

drink beer, smoke marijuana, and urinate on the streets and in the back yards of the surrounding 

home owners! The Montgomery County police have been notified on numerous occasions. I believe 

that if the heavy shrubs were removed and bright street lights were added this would deter the 

loitering and make for a much safer thoroughfare for the entire community. Perhaps this some 

consideration could be devoted to this idea sooner than 2027-2032.

J. Redmond

2401 Spencer Rd.,Silver Spring, Md. 20910

Roads & Safety The crosswalk entrance to North Neighborhood Park feels very dangerous. Sligo Creek Parkway has 

blind curves on either side of the crosswalk and cars speed. Would love to add safety measures like 

speed bumps or yellow blinking lights so it's safer for children to cross.

Roads & Safety Please include the speedy design and funding for the Brookside Gardens Conservatory in the 2027-

2032 CIP.

Thank you for the interest in 

renewable energy issues. The 

Planning Board announced its goals 

for our Solar Initiative early this 

spring, and Parks is working on a 

strategy to develop cost-effective 

responsible solar power generation 

via rooftop, parking canopy, and 

grount-mounted systems to offset 

growing electricity demands. This 

program will support electrification 

of our fleet and increased availability 

of charging stations for park users. 

Please note that we are requesting 

increased funding for Energy 

Conservation, which will allow the 

implementation of solar panel 

systemd, and we appreciate the 

public support.

Thank you for your interest in 

roadways and public safety efforts. 

Parks works with multiple agencies 

to try to improve roadway safety 

and connectivity, along with public 

safety within our parks. Our goal is 

to make parks feel safe and inviting 

for everyone, while retaining 

functions that serve park users and 

the larger community. We work to 

balance these concerns with our 

park designs and Operations, whcih 

often have competing goals and 

interests. We will take these 

suggestions under consideration, 

and we appreciate any community 

support.



Roads & Safety Thank you for accepting input on County-owned parks.

I make very regular use of the tennis courts at Redland Park and Blueberry Hill Park in Derwood, 

although both are in need of attention.

The Redland Park courts at 17210 Redland Rd, Derwood are in fair shape. However, there is a dead 

spot (or strip, if you will) where the surface coat is lifting up from the base coat near the service line 

(in the middle of the court). This causes balls to bounce erratically.  The court closest to the road is 

worst.  Both courts are in need of tennis net center straps so that the net can be adjusted to the 

correct height.

The courts at Blueberry Hill Park, 16617 Bethayres Rd, Derwood, are badly in need of resurfacing. 

There are cracks as well as dips where puddles form and the ball bounces erratically. 

Thanks for your consideration.

Roads & Safety We need parks with exercise equipments! 

Close off all of Sligo Creek to vehicles on the weekend. 

Rollingwood Elementary 

School

Convert the old rollingwood elementary school into an arts oriented community center.  Or at least 

do something with it.  It is a BLIGHT.  

Rollingwood Elementary 

School

Rollingwood has lost their school...an empty building that could be used as a community center and 

adjunct to Meadowbrook-Candy Cane. Meanwhile it is deteriorating..

Senior-Friendly Features Please don't forget about us seniors, i.e. older citizens. We need benches here and there along trails.

Senior-Friendly Features Children's play grounds are currently exclusive to children under about 12 ages. These playgrounds 

and future once should be upgraded to include activities for older teens and adults.  With the current 

trajectory of obesity,  I believe it's critical to incorporate physical exercise equipments such us pull-

up bars,  and a military training type obstacle courses in the like of monkey bars, climbing walls etc. 

These equipments will give parents a chance to exercise while tending to their children. 

SHADE & SEATING

Shade & Seating Need more benches under shade for parents at playgrounds

Shade & Seating Caroline Freeland Urban Park now looks like a concrete playground at an urban McDonald's instead 

of a nicely wooded park like it was before. They removed healthy flowering cherry trees and 

replaced them with a DITCH full of rocks. There is no sheltered place to sit anymore, and it is now a 

heat island instead of a cool place to relax in summer. It looks awful and whoever designed it should 

be fired.

Shade & Seating Generally more shade- some new improvements are great but unusable on very sunny days. 

More splash parks or water features in Germantown/damascus areas. Something similar to Maryvale 

Park in Rockville would be awesome. 

Climbing feature at Olney Mill neighborhood park is great! Need more climbing features like that 

where it includes different types of platforms and shaded spots. Rather than just metal poles with 

ropes that are catered to only older kids and unusable due to heat on sunny days. 

Shade & Seating The new park in downtown Bethesda is very underwhelming compared to how long it took and how 

much it probably cost to build. Please invest in play structures that will be interesting for older 

children. Please invest in shade structures. Please invest in landscaping. Please invest in walking 

paths from one end of the park to the other, built among the landscaping and with topographical 

features. Make the parks a place where all ages can gather.  Spend more on parks (and bike lanes, 

other community spaces, and beautification). 

Shade & Seating More shade structures at playgrounds 

Shade & Seating I would like to see more benches and seating areas with tables throughout the park system, 

especially near the playgrounds.

I would also love to see MORE SHADE near the playgrounds, whether by planting fast growing trees 

or installing larger shade structures. Some of the equipment is so hot in the summer that it burns 

your skin.

Shade & Seating 1. Improved adult seating. More benches at all parks. Big plus if they are in the shade (or shade 

installed with trees or artificial cover)

2. Bathrooms at all parks. Even portapotty would be a big improvement.

Shade & Seating More splash pads/water features in local parks, more shade over playgrounds (either trees or canvas 

shades), some bigger slides or climbing structures at some parks to challenge kids. Compared to DC 

parks, there is less variety in play structures in Montgomery County. We love the Cabin John and 

Wheaton mini trains and carousel. Please continue to operate and maintain them. 

Shade & Seating More children's bike courses like at pleasantview Park. More shade at parks. Less Mulch. 

Shade & Seating Please create a park in downtown Bethesda, in front of Mon Ami Gabi and the Landmark Theater, 

full of trees, brick, seating and a water/wading/fountain feature. It's the space currently occupied by 

the Purple Line construction site.  A park had been proposed for that area many years ago.  I don't 

know what became of the idea.   The white, sterile, exposed space in front of Anthropology is wholly 

uninviting, and supplanted what had been a welcoming gathering spot there with trees, benches and 

brick. 

ROLLINGWOOD ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

SENIOR-FRIENDLY FEATURES

Thank you for the input about 

providing more shading and seating 

amenities throughout Montgomery 

Parks. Shade can come in both 

structural forms and by planting 

more native shade trees. Parks has 

multiple projects in design, and we 

work to incorporate both structural 

and natural shading where feasible. 

Parks also operates the Pope Farm 

Nursery specializing in native plants. 

Like the majority of park facilities, it 

was built decades ago and needs 

improvements to meet our growing 

needs, but we have limited 

resources for modernizing our park 

facilities. Parks is requesting 

significant funding increases for the 

PLAR-NL, Park Refreshers, and 

Wheaton Regional Park, which 

would fund improvements that 

would allow us to provide more 

shading for park amenities and 

planting more native trees to our 

parks, and we appreciate any 

community support.

*PLAR = Planned Lifecycle Asset 

Replacement

Thank you for the support for multi-

generational amenities throughout 

Montgomery Parks. Parks is working 

on multiple projects that include 

multi-generational improvements, 

which are funded through programs 

such as PLAR-NL and Park 

Refreshers. Parks is requesting 

annual funding increases for these 

programs to help us continue to 

improve accessibility.

*PLAR = Planned Lifecycle Asset 

Replacement

Thank you for the interst in Rolling 

Wood Elementary School, which is 

outside of the current park system. 

We will convey these suggestions for 

repurposing with the planners, so 

they can consider the feasibilty. 

Thank you for your support for 

Montgomery Parks.



Shade & Seating 1) Local parks are missing fountains and trees. It is very dry in parks in summer and no shade. Local 

parks mostly organized for small children. 2) It would be also nice to have more benches, small 

fountains with drinking water for walking people, and more places where adults could exercise. 

Mostly people have to go to the recreational center, but it can be too far for some people. 3) Would 

be great to have more activities in local parks, something different than concerts and food. More 

free sport activities for adults, not only for seniors. 

Shade & Seating Our family loves to be outside and enjoy our parks year round! Thank you for this opportunity to 

share ideas on possible improvements. With the weather becoming hotter and hotter, it would be 

really great to have more tree cover (or shade structures) to cover the playgrounds. The slides, 

railings, and other playground features can become painfully hot during the summer, such that our 

kids can't play on the slides or other superheated features. Please! For current playgrounds, please 

consider adding shade-creating structures/foliage, and for future playgrounds, please consider 

implementing features that will keep the playgrounds shaded during the hot summers.

For the Centennial Park, please continue to replace and/or refurbish the playground features so that 

this little sand park can continue to be a source of joy for the neighborhood families. 

For the Adventure Playground, please continue to replace and/or refurbish the playground features. 

This is one of our favorite parks! We love the unique wood playground, and that there are several 

different types of wood playground features. We noticed that the little wooden houses and the 

wooden cars have been taken. We hope so much that these will be replaced with new features, that 

also have shade. 

For Griffith Park, please update this playground with new features! This is such a great park, it's got 
Shade & Seating A few specific suggestions from my last 6 years being on playgrounds with my kids: 

The playground at Bohrer Park NEEDS shade.

Green Park needs one or two benches in the area meant for younger children; those parents tend to 

have babies and need a place to sit for feeding. 

The paved bike track at Pleasantview Park is fantastic and we would love to see more of these 

around the county!

Please please add another splash pad like the one at Maryvale farther north in the county. We live in 

Damascus and have to travel at least 35 minutes in any direction to reach one in the summer. Free 

splash pads are a God send for making it possible to get outside in the heat, but we can't often make 

the long drive.

Shade & Seating Add more shade sitting areas for parents to sit and watch their kids play.  Install water stations.  

Renovate some of the old parks.  Add some splash pads for hot weather days.  WE URGENTLY NEED 

A PLAYGROUND PARK IN CLARKSBURG MD

Shade & Seating I would love to see more shade installed over playgrounds. In the summer, many parks become 

unusable due to the sun.

Wheaton Claridge is my local park and, because of the building rentals on site, there is often trash on 

our playground and cars driving right next to the playground as the renters set up. It would be a 

lovely, shaded park but unfortunately is not a safe situation for small children due to these issues. 

Shade & Seating It would be great to add some shade and a drinking water fountain at the kids playground.

Also, more parks with water play areas would be amazing for the summer.

And maybe in the bigger parks, there could be coffee trucks for parents that would be a great touch!

Shade & Seating We love MoCo parks! My three boys and I visit at least ~10 different parks on a regular basis. One 

amenity that would be great is shaded areas. Especially in the summer heat, we can't spend more 

than 20 or so mins at the park if there is no shade to cool down under. Some examples are Bohrer 

Park and Pleasant View Park - there is some shade away from the playground but no relief directly 

on the playground. The structure on Greenbrier Park has amazing shade! (although the main 

playground burned down, would LOVE to get that replaced!!) 

Shade & Seating Shade for playgrounds!

Shade & Seating Playgrounds should have shaded areas and splash pads to help kids stay cool in the summer! 

Shade & Seating Shade

Shade & Seating Playground improvements that are most important to our family: shade (trees or canopy structures) 

on playgrounds, especially as climate change means higher temperatures for more of the year.

Fences around playground areas for the safety of kids who "elope"

Restrooms in parks - and keeping them open year-round (e.g. Cabin John playground has restrooms 

but they are inexplicably closed on winter weekends)

Shade & Seating More shade over and near play equipment. Real bathrooms at parks with playgrounds 

Shade & Seating More areas that provide shade, more public bathrooms, and fenced in areas for younger children 

(toddlers) to play safely with age appropriate playground equipment under parents' supervision.

Shade & Seating More shaded areas. More restrooms. More water fountains. 

Shade & Seating More shade and more bathrooms (porta potties are better than nothing!). Fenced in playgrounds are 

helpful too. 

Shade & Seating Shade. Can be trees or awnings

Shade & Seating More tables for studying outside and shade 

Shade & Seating In general, I would love to see a few things in existing parks: fully fenced areas with gates, especially 

in the parks that are near a major road (the Wheaton library playground comes to mind), shade 

coverings over playground equipment to avoid unsafe temperatures, and maybe additional splash 

pad areas.

Shade & Seating More programming in urban parks!! In Silver Spring, Gene Lynch park is in a great location but feels 

underutilized. More trees for shade around the grass would be great too!

Shade & Seating Parks need more shade! 

Shade & Seating Shade on playgrounds, soft ground instead of mulch on playgrounds, more pic nic tables on parks.

Shade & Seating More places to sit and have picnics. More splash pads would be nice and make them free to use.

Shade & Seating More shade structures over the playground equipment. Bathrooms. For example, the new Dewey 

park is awesome - dog park, play grounds, futsal, and a gym! It also has pavilions to hang out or have 

a party. You could spend all day there - except there's no bathroom. If bathrooms aren't feasible, can 

you please have the port a potties cleaned and stocked more often? And with a separate hand 

washing station?

Shade & Seating shading. we need shade

Shade & Seating Shade canopies or shade sails in a section of parks/playgrounds



Shade & Seating More shade cover (both via trees and canopy), splash pads throughout the county, more toddler 

level pay sets, upgrades to parks with older equipment, better cleaning of park grounds. 

Shade & Seating Shade in playgrounds

Shade & Seating The primary things that I would want in MoCo parks are more places to sit in shade and more 

bathrooms - Woodley Gardens park is a good example of this, I feel, having both a substantial 

covered sitting area *and* accessible bathrooms.

Shade & Seating Shade, restrooms, fenced in tot lots 

Shade & Seating Please add shade canopy to Pinecrest Park playground.

Shade & Seating More shade, maybe water misters 

Shade & Seating Implement more shade for hot summers. Add more splash pads.

Shade & Seating more shade canopies, more restrooms, splashpads, water fountains

Shade & Seating Shade! I would frequent the playground with my child at Gwendolyn Coffey center so much more if it 

was shaded even a little bit. As it is, metal structures under the burning sun = horrible place for a 

little kid. Not to mention protecting our little ones from sun in general. I’d also love to see more 

racket sports supported - not just pickleball but also squash, racket ball etc. 

Shade & Seating More shade and seating for parents

Shade & Seating I want outdoors exercise equipment for adults and more shade. 

Shade & Seating Olney Manor Park needs covered picnic table options. The only tables that are covered are inside of 

the dog park.

Shade & Seating More shade!

Shade & Seating Shade! We need shade! 

Shade & Seating I would like to see more sheltered places available to the community. This keeps our public spaces in 

use and provides affordable options for outdoor gatherings. In addition the slides and swings  can be 

very hot to touch during the summer. Request for more shaded play areas. Request for bathrooms 

to be added to more parks. The porta potties are not wheelchair accessible. In addition there are no 

places to change babies or nursing areas for mothers. 

Shade & Seating Shadier spots, pollinator gardens, community gardens run by local orgs that can manage and offer 

produce to community for free (not private plots but a larger open learning and community garden)

Shade & Seating All new parks should have water features for kids and as many trees as possible considering the 

increasing summer temperatures in the future. Similarly, existing parks should be retrofitted with the 

same features. Many playgrounds are frankly useless a large part of the day in summer because of 

lack of shade causing burning hot play equipment and excessive heat.

There should also be skateboard parks for older kids.

Shade & Seating Please plant shade trees next to playgrounds. They are all scorching hot in summer.

Please build more big wooden playgrounds like the Adventure Playground, instead of destroying 

them. They are magical and unique; kids are bored with the standard metal playgrounds that are 

"more of the same".

Plant plentiful native gardenbeds, or better yet meadows, in all parks.

Make sure your contractors actually water young trees instead of abandoning them to the heat.

Make sure you contractors don't plant new trees a foot too deep, exposing them to bike rot, root 

girdling and desease.

Building or upgrading new parks is great, but all that money is wasted when your contractors don't 

take care of the parks.

Build more tennis courts! There are so few in upcounty.

Turn the Ridge park roller rink into a skating rink in winter, PLEASE! There are no skating rinks in 

upcounty.

Shade & Seating Shade, bathrooms, water fountains

Shade & Seating Shade canopies for all parks, particularly Evans Parkway Neighborhood Park.

Shade & Seating More shade, actually turning the water fountains on

SPLASH PADS

Splash Pads Splash pad in a downtown Bethesda park

Splash Pads We would love to have a splash pad at Falls Road Local Park similar to the one at Maryvale Park.

Splash Pads Kensingto area is full of kids. Would love to see a splash pad or water feature at one of the local 

parks.

Splash Pads Splash pads!!!

Splash Pads More splash park/pad areas please! (Not full scale water parks like those managed by the Rec Dept; 

just smaller footprints with water features--open access--that can be used for drop in cool off during 

the hot summer months). Thanks for all you do!

Splash Pads A splash pad - the dtss fountain was a great location, but the nearest splashpads in the county are 

quite far. There are a bunch in the district, but really only the Takoma one is easily accessible. 

Splash Pads More splash pads and other water based playground activities 

Splash Pads Would love to see a public splash pad in the down county area!

Splash Pads Splash pads, shading at parks and dog parks, more seating, a dog park in the Rockville north 

Bethesda area 

Splash Pads More splash pads!!! 

Splash Pads I would looooove to see more free splash pads in Montgomery County. DCPR has several throughout 

the city and they are amazing. Co-locating them with playgrounds would be fantastic. Having one in 

North Four Corners Local Park would be fantastic; there is a lot of space to work with! I would love to 

see other upgrades to that playground. The tot lot portion (the smaller playground) is a bit worn and 

could use rubber padding instead of the wood chips. 

Thank you for the suggestions about 

providing  more amenities such as 

splash pads. The creation of water 

features is dependent on many 

factors and this topic is under 

activative consideration with 

planning development projects 

throughout the parks system. Parks 

is requesting funding increases for 

PLAR-NL, Wheaton Regional Park, 

and Park Refreshers, which fund 

improvements like this, and we 

appreciated any community support. 

Please note that a large portion of 

the cost for splash pads is for 

maintenance and upkeep, so please 

also support Parks Operating Budget 

requests as they are being 

considered by the County Council.

*PLAR = Planned Lifecycle Asset 

Replacement



Splash Pads Shade, bathrooms, water fountains, splash pad, pump track 

Splash Pads Would love to have some splash parks, especially near downtown Silver Spring. Sligo Ave 

neighborhood park and Fenton Street urban park need an update and would make good locations 

for a dog park. Also more native plant areas across our park system.

Splash Pads As it gets hotter we will need more splash parks and large sail coverings over playground equipment. 

It's just too hot for most kids to play at the park in summer without shade or water.

It would also be awesome if the parks could incorporate more natural features into their design. Our 

playgrounds tend to be very industrial. I'd love to see playgrounds built around creeks, with large 

boulders to climb on, rope swings, tree climbing platforms etc. I love the ADA-friendly designs but 

having more adventure in nature is super important for development. Berkeley CA has some of the 

best parks in the country - like Adventure Playground, the Rose Garden/Tilden Park, etc. I miss them 

very much - they were awesome places for children to play and explore.

Splash Pads Splash pads

SPORTS, COURTS, & RECREATION In regard to the Cabin John Tennis facility off of Westlake Dr, I urge you to consider investing in the 

following: (i) additional tennis courts; (ii) resurfacing the current courts and adding additional wind 

screens; (iii) installing a water fountain near the courts; (iv) redoing the practice wall; and (v) 

prohibiting outside groups (including schools) from booking these public courts for extended periods 

of time. In terms of the overall facility, I urge you to mirror the public facility at the Olney Regional 

Park in terms of the number of courts, the quality of the facility, and the practice wall. Thank you for 

your consideration.  

SPORTS, COURTS, & RECREATION Cabin John Park tennis courts at 10610 Westlake Dr are in disrepair. Metal benches at courts should 

be plastic or wooden since during summer heat they are scalding and canâ€™t be used , also not 

enough benches for each court . The green mesh paneling on fences need long lasting attachments, 

the zip strips break off easily and mesh panels flap around intruding on court . Court A door latch 

continuously broken , door remains open and balls need to be retrieved down the stairs .

Sports, Courts, & Recreation Need a disc golf course

Sports, Courts, & Recreation I would love to see a calisthenics park in Takoma Park, and more fitness spaces in general. I would 

also love to see continued investment in conservation and environmental stewardship.
Sports, Courts, & Recreation repaving the tennis court at Brookmont Neighborhood Park, 4232 Silverwood Lane

Cabin John, MD 20816
Sports, Courts, & Recreation Please resurface courts at Cabin John outdoor courts because they were poorly done the last time by 

leaving long seams of dead spots on many courts. 
Sports, Courts, & Recreation For cabin John outdoor tennis courts please prohibit any private school (including those from dc) 

from reserving. They have been taken away 3-6 courts daily that really affect residents from going 

there to play tennis due to no court available. 

Sports, Courts, & Recreation Please keep in mind that the tennis courts at Cabin John Regional Park are truly a haven for avid 

tennis players of all abilities and ages. All nine tennis courts are heavily used for tennis at all times. 

There is not a strong case for sharing/converting the tennis courts there to pickleball.

Sports, Courts, & Recreation Cabin John Courts on Tuckerman Lane - Permits should NOT be granted to high school tennis teams 

for 2-3 months and occupy 2 hours prime time 3 courts in the afternoon.
Sports, Courts, & Recreation I would love for the Olney Skate Park to be manned again to keep it a safe place. Wouldn't mind 

some place where roller skaters could safely skate somewhere flat too (think Anacostia's skate rink 

with room for picnics and a playground next to it.)

Sports, Courts, & Recreation Takoma park skate park could use a lot of love. It has fallen behind in design, compared to newer 

parks. It's in such a beautiful location, the quality of the skate park should match!
Sports, Courts, & Recreation On the Longbranch Creek in Takoma Park there are trails that connect Longbranch as far north as 

piney branch all the way down to Becca Lily park. But in the creek just south of Carroll Ave two large 

trees have fallen across the creek and are now creating a garbage filled dam that has stagnant water, 

garbage, shopping carts and is creating high water that threatens more tree roots. I sent an email to 

the county parks and got no reply. We need the county to come and remove some of those trees as 

they have done in the past, cut them up and restore flow to the creek. 

We also need more of the old unused tennis courts such as those at the Long Branch Library to have 

pickleball lines permanently added. Currently the courts are unused and there is huge demand for 

shaded out door pickleball courts in the area. 

Sports, Courts, & Recreation Resurface tennis courts at Chevy chase park on shepherd st and at candy cane city.  

Sports, Courts, & Recreation We need a skate park in the Bethesda Chevy Chase area. So far it appears all other areas have been 

prioritized.
Sports, Courts, & Recreation We need an ice skating rink up-county!  I attended a public meeting on planning of the Soccer Plex at 

which we were told an ice skating rink was part of the plan. To my great disappointment, that has 

never happened.

Sports, Courts, & Recreation Outdoor sand volleyball court in Garrett park/kensington neighborhood- appears to be land available 

at Viers Mill Local Park
Sports, Courts, & Recreation RC Rock Crawling Course. There is a huge RC Rock Crawling group in the MD/DC/VA area and it could 

be a VERY popular attraction. There is space at Cabin John Park, Ridge Road Park in Germantown, 

Black Hills Regional Park and even at the Soccer Plex in Germantown(they have a bike pump track 

already).

The RC Groups frequently head to Key City Hobby in Frederick(indoor course) and Sugarloaf 

Mountain for outdoor. If there was a better outdoor course with structured obstacles it would be 

even more popular. 

Sports, Courts, & Recreation Disc golf courses!!!

Sports, Courts, & Recreation Disc Golf courses please and thank you 

Sports, Courts, & Recreation My family and I would love to see a Parkour Park in MoCo. Similar to the Parkour Park at Penzer 

Action Park in Langley, BC https://604now.com/penzer-parkour-park-langley-bc/

Or similar to FlowPark in Brummundaal, Norway: 

https://www.techrampsgroup.com/en/flowparks/parkour-park-brumunddal-norway

Note that a good parkour park can be built in otherwise degraded space, such as under a highway 

overpass.

Sports, Courts, & Recreation Better basketball courts

SPORTS, COURTS, & RECREATION

Thank you for the suggestions about 

providing  more amenities such as 

splash pads. The creation of water 

features is dependent on many 

factors and this topic is under 

activative consideration with 

planning development projects 

throughout the parks system. Parks 

is requesting funding increases for 

PLAR-NL, Wheaton Regional Park, 

and Park Refreshers, which fund 

improvements like this, and we 

appreciated any community support. 

Please note that a large portion of 

the cost for splash pads is for 

maintenance and upkeep, so please 

also support Parks Operating Budget 

requests as they are being 

considered by the County Council.

*PLAR = Planned Lifecycle Asset 

Replacement

Thank you for the suggestions about 

providing  more active recreational 

amenities such as sports courts, 

skate parks, splash pads, skating 

rinks, court soccer, etc. Parks has 

many projects in design that add, 

enhance, convert, and/or restore 

active recreation amenities 

throughout Montgomery Parks. 

Parks is requesting funding increases 

for PLAR-NL, Wheaton Regional 

Park, and Park Refreshers, which 

fund improvements like this, and we 

appreciated any community support. 

Please note that a large portion of 

the cost for active recreation 

amenities is for maintenance and 

upkeep, so please also support Parks 

Operating Budget requests as they 

are being considered by the County 

Council.

*PLAR = Planned Lifecycle Asset 

Replacement



Sports, Courts, & Recreation Outdoor fitness equipment would be great. Pergolas and shade sails—and trees—are great for 

shade. Seating areas for parents and caregivers near playgrounds.
Sports, Courts, & Recreation I would love to see an outdoor workout area at a park near downtown silver spring. The sort of park 

with multiple pull up bars, parallel bars, row bars, and other structures used for calisthenics. It could 

also have other implements for working out, not just for calisthenics. These sorts of parks are 

excellent for growing community especially for males of all ages who are currently facing a loneliness 

epidemic. For this to be successful, the key is location. The closer to downtown silver spring where it 

is easily accessible to people without cars, the higher probability that it will be utilized.

Sports, Courts, & Recreation - Additional fitness equipment at parks

- Addition of pickle ball courts to the tennis courts along Sligo creek (or modifications so the courts 

can be used for both)

Sports, Courts, & Recreation The Garrett Park/Garrett Park community has cultivated a large volleyball group. It would be great to 

have a sand court in one of the parks near us— white flint park, Dewey park, Druid park, etc

Sports, Courts, & Recreation Some parks in College Park and Hyattsville in PG County are designed for adults, not kids, with an 

array of many outdoor fitness machines and exercise areas - like playground equipment for 

grownups. Why can't we have such a thing in Takoma Park, Silver Spring, Rockville, etc.? Look on the 

trail that circles Lake Artememesia and along Northwest Branch Trail near route 1 in Hyattsville for 

examples of these adult-oriented parks. Adults like to play, too, and it's great for health, fitness, 

strength training, and healthy aging, all while being outdoors within our otherwise fantastic county 

park system.

Sports, Courts, & Recreation I would like to see more investment in the Sligo Creek trail and parks along the parkway. One specific 

need is attention to the tennis courts on Sligo Creek Parkway near the corner of Colesville Rd. There 

are two courts there in a lovely, shady location. But the courts have not seen any improvements in 

many years, and they are cracked and faded to the point where the lines are not visible.

Sports, Courts, & Recreation More Yoga in parks. Other exercise classes

Sports, Courts, & Recreation Blacktops with soccer goals. They can be small courts, but definitely some spaces where people can 

kick around and play some games. Trees, shade and public sitting/laying space is also great.

Sports, Courts, & Recreation RC Rock Crawling Course

Sports, Courts, & Recreation I'd like to know what's going on with the proposed skate parks.

Sports, Courts, & Recreation A sand volleyball court in one of the existing parks in Garrett Park or Garrett Park estates

Sports, Courts, & Recreation Sand Volleyball Court at White Flint Park

Sports, Courts, & Recreation Public pickleball courts are needed around Kensington.

Sports, Courts, & Recreation Montgomery County Parks and Recreation needs to add money to the CIP budget to fund upgrades 

to the Piney Branch Public Pool and the gym, both located inside Piney Branch Elementary School.  

According to MOUs from 1969 and 1970, maintenance of these two invaluable resources are the 

responsibility of Montgomery County Parks and Recreation, not the school system.

Sports, Courts, & Recreation Pickleball courts at the Jesup Blair park. The tennis courts are always empty - converted them to 

pickleball. Or build two pickleball courts right next to them.
Sports, Courts, & Recreation Montgomery County Parks and Recreation needs to put money in the CIP budget to pay for 

maintenance and upgrades to the public pool located within Piney Branch Elementary School.  If the 

school gets renovated in the next few years, MCP & Rec needs to provide funds to upgrade the pool.  

It is an extremely valuable community resource.

Sports, Courts, & Recreation The Redland Park tennis courts are located at 17210 Redland Rd, Derwood, and Blueberry Hill Park 

tennis courts are situated at 16617 Bethayres Rd, Derwood. Courts have cracks and are missing 

center straps.

Sports, Courts, & Recreation As a resident of Derwood, MD who plays tennis regularly, the courts in my area are in desperate 

need of renovation. The court surfaces are cracked and peeling. I primarily use Redland Park, and 

suggest adding an additional practice wall half-court or racquetball court/pickleball court or the like. 

A multi-use half court type space would greatly expand the functionality of the park for more and 

diverse racquet sports.

Sports, Courts, & Recreation Lit basketball courts at MLK Park! 

Sports, Courts, & Recreation The Cabin John outdoor courts on Tuckerman Lane are a popular choice for Moco tennis players.  

The recent improvements to the lights are amazing, thanks!  Some other things to consider:

1. The foul ball fence along the third baseline of the Big Train field is too short; I have been hit in the 

leg after a bounce and I have seen or experienced several other close calls. 

2. The courts were resurfaced during covid and the surface is already peeling up in several places.  

These represent a tripping hazard, and indicate that the surface wasn't properly installed, since they 

appeared shortly after the resurfacing.

3. The wind screens are somewhat haphazard or improperly installed.  There are no wind screens on 

the A courts facing the parking lot.  Wind screens on the C Courts don't extend all along the north 

side (near the baseball field) and the screens facing bullpen should be installed toward the top of the 

fence.

4. Please keep these courts as tennis only!  I enjoy the occasional game of pickle ball, but there are a 

lot of multi-use courts or dedicated pickleball courts.    The Cabin John courts are really quite popular 

with tennis players, and there is often a waiting line in the evenings.

5. The reservation system seems to be being abused. I think scheduling a weekend tournament or an 
Thank you for considering these points as the CIP is developed.

Daniel Hussey

19537 Gallatin Ct.,Montgomery Village, MD, 240-643-4471

Sports, Courts, & Recreation Ideas for Cabin John outdoor courts on Tuckerman Lane -  1. Please DO NOT lock public bathrooms in 

winter time during afternoon and evening. 2.  Courts windscreen replaced with more sturdy screens. 

3. Provide squeegees. 4.  Provide courts snow shovelling service. 5. Build more courts, 9 courts are 

not enough to meet current use demands.



Sports, Courts, & Recreation I live in downtown Silver Spring, a high density community where it is common to not own a car and 

with a good number of young players and active seniors AND work during the day. There are zero 

public outdoor permanent pickleball courts with lighting within walking distance. The nearest is 

Takoma Aquatic in DC, which requires a 45+ minute walk or a Metro ride. There is one tennis court 

with pickleball lines - SS Intermediate Park - but requires bringing your own net which can be a 

challenge for the car-less. It also has no lights, which makes it difficult for those with a day job.

There are several tennis courts in the area that are in poor condition and abandoned by tennis 

players. The ideal is to create at least 2-4 permanent outdoor pickleball courts with lights, the 

equivalent of 1-2 tennis courts. â€¨

Suggest surveying current conditions and usage of the existing tennis courts and convert the most 

likely candidate. One suggestion are the 2 tennis courts at Jessup Blair which already have lights. The 

court surface is in such bad shape that tennis players do not use them.â€¨

The ultimate would be to create brand new pickleball courts while resurfacing and retaining the 

tennis courts in the area.

STONEGATE PARK

Stonegate Park Please upgrade Stonegate Park. We have a large family community and our park is in desperate need 

of rehabilitation. The park equipment has inappropriate grafitti stained that has been "cleaned" but 

still legible. The swings are horribly unsafe for children and currently have fungi growing on the 

unkept mulch. The slide has had many falls from the top, that have caused bone breaks. The parking, 

tennis courts, basketball courts, and field are all unlit making it unsafe to play in the evenings and 

night. The community is very active and having lighting would boost the parks role in engaging more 

use. It would be awesome to have a place to safely run/walk around the field with a path. We have 

so many new and growing families in the area that truly don't go because of how unsafe and unkept 

the park is. It would be so awesome to have this changed to an upgraded park for the whole area.

Stonegate Park Update park area with more options - Stonegate Park

Stonegate Park Updates/refresh on Stonegate Park 

Stonegate Park Improvements are needed for Stonegate Park in Silver Spring (20905). Playground needs significant 

updating and basketball court needs resurfacing. 

Stonegate Park The Stonegate Park, in the Stonegate neighborhood (eastern part of Moco, entrance is on Notley Rd 

and also borders Carona Dr., is in need of updates/improvements. The play structure has been 

declining for years. The soccer field is well used, and the tennis courts look okay to me (but I am not 

a tennis player), but the play structure - oof! It has seen better days. The kids deserve an improved 

area for play.

Stonegate Park Stonegate Regional park. This park is heavily used by soccer clubs and other sports, which is excellent 

for the community. It could use lighting in the parking lot and tennis area to support the heavy traffic 

it sees from these events. Also, the basketball hoops and blacktop are in disrepair — they are heavily 

used by the community and a center for community life. The playground area is ok but benches and 

equipment could be updated and brush cleared up for safety.

All told, this park is very heavily used by the community, with large events many times a week. As a 

result it needs maintenance and upgrades for parking lot safety, etc.

Stonegate Park Stonegate Park in Colesville is in desperate need of updates.  The playground equipment is outdated 

and unsafe.  Better  lighting and walking paths would also be a welcome change .  

Stonegate Park Improving Stonegate Park

Stonegate Park Stonegate local park needs a complete renovation. The playground equipment needs updating and 

the lighting and parking situation needs repair.

Stonegate Park Stonegate Park could use some improvements. New/safer playground equipment, a nicely graded 

field with a walking trail, resurfacing blacktop areas

Stonegate Park Stonegate Park needs a renovation and improved lighting. 

Stonegate Park Stonegate Park (14920 Notley Rd, Silver Spring, MD 20905) needs updates. Better lighting for 

parking, tennis courts, basketball courts, and the field for safer evening and early night use like what 

has been done at the new Hillandale park. New safe play equipment for children. A walk path and 

field upgrade for safer areas to run/walk, since we have so many side streets in our neighborhood 

without sidewalks. Exercise stations like at Wheaton Regional. 

Stonegate Park Stonegate Park could use new benches at the playground and along the field.  I think the playground 

itself is a bit dated and needs an update. 

Stonegate Park Stonegate park is outdated. Basket ball court needs to be resurfaced. 

Stonegate Park Stonegate Park. 

Better lighting for parking, tennis courts, basketball courts, and the field for safer evening and early 

night use like what has been done at the new Hillandale park. New safe play equipment for children. 

A walk path and field upgrade for safer areas to run/walk, since we have so many side streets in our 

neighborhood without sidewalks.

Stonegate Park Stonegate regional park on Stonegate Drive. has long been neglected.  The soccer field is heavily 

used but the play equipment is old.  In particular please re-stripe the tennis court so that it can be 

used for pickleball - no need for a new net, just restriping would help.  thanks. 

Also the Naples Park at Carona and Balboa is in terrible shape.  Very old and minimal equipment.  Big 

part of it is overgrown with weeds and not useable.  

Stonegate Park Stonegate Park on Notley Road could use some tender loving care, including dual-purpose markings 

on the existing tennis courts (for pickleball and tennis), more/better sanitary facilities, a few rows of 

bleachers for the soccer field and general turf maintenance.  

Thanks very much for all your good work at Montgomery Parks.

Stonegate Park Stonegate Park: Tennis court resurfacing, pickleball lines, night time lights, basketball court 

resurfacing 

Stonegate Park I would like to see the park at Stonegate improved.  Could be a wonderful addition for the children 

and families.

Stonegate Park Stonegate Park upgrade. Lighting at the basketball, tennis courts, playground and field for evening 

night play. Updated park equipment for children without grafitti, A better field with a true walk path 

and updated soccer/baseball.

Thank you for your suggestions 

about Stonegate LP. Parks is actively 

working on multiple renovation 

projects throughout the parks 

system, and we will look into the 

conditions of Stonegate LP relative 

to other facilities for prioiritazation. 

The majority of our Local Parks were 

built decades ago and do not meet 

current standards and emerging 

needs, and we have limited 

resources for modernizing our parks. 

Parks is requesting a funding 

increase for Park Refreshers, which 

funds improvements like this, and 

we appreciated any community 

support. 



SWIMMING POOLS

Swimming Pools Expanded Swimming Facilities in Bethesda near existing pool. Expanded Open Season for Pools. 

Maybe indoor pools too for year round use. 

Expanded hours for pools including during heat waves. Shelter for use during thunderstorms when 

pool is not able to be used.

EV charging in parking lots - general comment.

Swimming Pools For Aquatics, during the summer, PG County has Fairland (no outdoor pool)  which seems to be 

taken every weekend by a swim meet. There's the MLK pool, which always seems to have a long line 

to get in. Could we get an outdoor pool at either Burtonsville or somewhere in East County? Loads of 

private swim clubs but I'm not a member of those communities.

Swimming Pools Recreational center in downtown bethesda with Splash pad outside, indoor pool, basketball/tennis 

courts, and public spaces.  Outdoor neighborhood pool in East Bethesda where the lynbrook center 

is. 

Trail Renovation & Expansion Focus on creating small pedestrian cut-throughs between neighborhoods to allow people to access 

shops, pools, and schools.  Many neighborhoods are isolated from one another, except by car.  Such 

cut-throughs can be achieved through a mix of acquisition of state and county right-of-ways, and of 

acquisition of easements through private lands.  

Trail Renovation & Expansion 1.  Two or three free fishing days for residents without a fishing license at County creeks, rivers, and 

lakes in Spring, Summer, and Fall for adults accompanying a child.  The State of Maryland does this 

already.

2.  Parent/child free camp outs organized at appropriate areas in selected county parks such as Little 

Bennett Reg. Pk., Black Hill Park, Wheaten Reg. Pk., and Cabin John Reg. Pk.

3.  Extention of the Magruder Branch Trail from its northern point at Valley Park Drive to the center 

of Damascus.

4.  Continuation of the Seneca Greenway trail to the north.  It ends somewhere between Huntmaster 

Rd. and Watkins Road.

5.  Improved connection of the Seneca Greenway Trail across Rte 355 (Frederick Rd.) into Seneca 

Creek State Park to the south.   People cannot find the connection.  If there is one, better signage is 

needed.

Trail Renovation & Expansion Merrimack Neighborhood Local Park use is seriously limited due to accessibility limitations to it from 

the Bannockburn neighborhood side.  The park could see a significant increase in use if there was 

better walkable access to the park, as driving access improvements appear impractical.  Specifically, 

there was previously a walking connector between Goldleaf Drive and Kenhowe drive.  When the 

neighborhood on Goldleaf was developed, the public walking connector was designed in, but on the 

Kenhowe Drive side it appears to have been left to the goodwill of the property owners.  Once 

property ownership changed about 5-7 years ago, it has since been closed off.  Has the county 

approached the 6307/6309 Kenhowe Drive landowners about either granting a permanent public 

easement or a voluntary easement for a public path?  I know there is interest in our neighborhood to 

use it.

Additionally, the park would benefit from access that enables the bottom of the Merrimack parking 

lot to have a public walking path that crosses the neighbor's property, (6509 Marjory Ln) enabling 

walking access to the Merrimack Park HOA Forest Conservation Easement.  There is an informal path 

there currently, but the property owner has begun efforts to block off that walking connector too.  

The owner said that the county did contact them but offered no financial compensation.  Can you 

please consider getting financial compensation added to this CIP program for this connector?  

Otherwise, this will be the 2nd public walking connector to the park we will lose in the past 10 yrs.  I 

know that these issues are not easy fixies, but long term solutions bring huge neighborhood benefits 

because the park's use depends on people being able to conveniently access it, and right now it is cut 

off from half of the neighborhood's that are directly adjacent to it.  I would like for the county to 

more aggressively pursue these walking connectivity improvements, and get long-term solutions in 

place.

The next connectivity win for the park would be to get a public walking connector between either 

Kenhowe Drive, Pyle Rd, or Elgin Ln, and the Merrimack Park HOA Forest Conservation Easement 

(https://maps.app.goo.gl/d64nYw7jrFQ9vmZP7).  This would truly enable the core Bannockburn 

neighborhood to be connected to the Merrimack Local Neighborhood Park.  Unfortunately, I place 

this item last because it seems like the most difficult to make progress on.  The residential properties 

in this stretch are all fairly close to each other, leaving little room for a natural walking path to work.  

No obvious solutions to recommend here.

Thank you,

David Hecht - Kenhowe Drive resident

Trail Renovation & Expansion Hello and thanks for the chance to share my view.   

 I am a senior citizen who’s very grateful for the parks like Cabin John and Croydon Creek because: 

Hiking is central to my physical and mental well being.  

The parks' natural surface paths are much easier on my joints than paved paths.  My hope is that you 

preserve their natural state as much as possible. For example:  

Management of invasive species is more important than capital improvements. Could you greatly 

expand the Weed Warrior program, perhaps by paying people for this work?  

Trail signs and an occasional, discrete interpretive panel can be helpful, but the large new panels on 

a path at the Locust Grove Nature Center distract from the woods itself.  

Thanks for protecting our parks, a precious county asset.  

Trail Renovation & Expansion Upper Paint Branch Trail

Trail Renovation & Expansion Unifying bike paths/routes that connect rock creek to Sligo and beyond

Trail Renovation & Expansion Continued support for natural surface biking trails.

Trail Renovation & Expansion more trails that are easy to navigate for seniors. 

Trail Renovation & Expansion Would love more frequent maintenance, clearing entrance paths and overgrowth, at neighborhood 

trail entrances. Trails in the river rd, bradley area.

TRAIL RENOVATION & EXPANSION

Thank you for your support for 

renovating and expanding the trail 

system. Parks is actively working on 

multiple renovation and extension 

projects throughout the parks 

system. The majority of our trails  

were built decades ago and do not 

meet current standards and 

emerging needs, and we have 

limited resources for modernizing 

our parks. Parks is requesting 

funding increases for Natural Surface 

Trails and PLAR-NL, which fund 

improvements like this, and we 

appreciated any community support.

*PLAR = Planned Lifecycle Asset 

Replacement

Thank you for sharing these ideas. 

Swimming pools fall under the 

Montgomery County Department of 

Recreation, so it would be good to 

share these ideas with them as they 

prepare their CIP request.



Trail Renovation & Expansion Improvement is needed to make the Cabin John Creek Trail accessible again on the right side, behind 

the Cabin John local park near the Cabin John Bridge.  Massive trees have fallen blocking access to 

the trail that goes along the creek to the Cabin John Bridge.  This would not be an easy task to clear 

some of the fallen trees but I'm sure the Country maintenance department can find a way to either 

clear the trail or create a new one.  I'm happy to show anyone the part of the trail that is not 

accessible.  

Trail Renovation & Expansion 1. Sligo Creek hiker/biker trail, which gets considerable use, is badly in need of re-surfacing and 

trimming of plants along its route. 

2. Where are the Park Rangers? Do they even exist any more?
Trail Renovation & Expansion I would like to see additional park land acquired especially areas that are of ecological importance or 

serve as wildlife corridors to existing parks.  I would like to see parks dedicated mostly to 

hiking/walking with a few well designed bike trails and equestrian trail and not as much designed for 

sports and playgrounds.  I would love to have some areas of the parks off leash for well socialized 

dogs who are under their owners voice commands.  Thanks for listening

Trail Renovation & Expansion We walk daily in one of 9 MC parks (and collect trash in each). We wish MC would take care of the 

parks/enforce rules they have, especially Lake Needwood. Folks are prying out huge rocks from the 

trail N of the kayak launch, which leaves huge divots. Just N of the boat rental, they are prying out 

supporting rocks from a huge boulder, so it will fall into the lake, instead of holding up the bank. 

Fisher folk leave line, bait cups, beer bottles and other trash, daily. Some are using seine nets. We've 

never seen anyone check licenses. Folks have paddled to the island and lit fires there.  People are 

smoking pot, flying drones, and other illegal things. (Yes, we've reported to park police and emailed 

parks.) It's very hard to visit Needwood several times a week and see how it is being harmed. Please 

enforce the rules you have. And saying folks need to check rules on line/self police is ridiculous--no 

one is going to do that, even if they have access. The mulch they added to the trail near the dam has 

helped; perhaps that could be extended to the trail in the Mud Cat area where roots are exposed.

Trail Renovation & Expansion I would like to see Little Falls Trail renovated to make it less bumpy and have better runoff 

management. I would also like to see something positive done with the buildings in Norwood park. 

They could be better utilized. I would hate to see the nursery school leave the park. It is a wonderful 

community asset.

Trail Renovation & Expansion For Little Falls Parkway bypass of the Crescent Trail can you put signage on the Trail and Pkway from 

all directions so bikers, runners, walkers all know the bypass is there? From the train there is no 

signage to tell those biking, for example, that they can go on the Parkway car-free ferry r that 

stretch.  Thank you! 

Trail Renovation & Expansion I would like to make a recommendation to please extend the Matthew Henson Trail east  near the 

Stonegate Bonifant Road entrance. With over 7K residents, Stonegate citizens are not able to access 

the park without driving to the Alderton road entrance. This would be relatively easy to do since 

there are some dirt trails already nearby. Thank you!!

Trail Renovation & Expansion Please provide for maintenance on existing parks.  For example, the Matthew Henson Park 

walker/biker trail is in need of repair, with boards rotting, holes that could cause injury for walkers or 

bicyclists, and a build up of pollen  and mold that makes the boardwalk treacherous when wet.  

Trail Renovation & Expansion Add a miniature train ride to the Germantown Regional Park and lengthen the trains at Wheaton and 

Cabin John Regional Parks.  Expand the paved Rock Creek Trail north along the west side of 

Needwood Lake (following the existing unpaved but wide trail) to connect to the ICC trail along 

Needwood Road.  Widen the entire Rock Creek Trail to at least 10 feet in width.  Complete the ICC 

Trail between Layhill Road and Notley Road and connect the paved Matthew Henson Trail to the new 

ICC Trail.  Pave the Northwest Branch Trail and connect it to the ICC Trail.

Trail Renovation & Expansion Enforcement of existing safety regulations along Capital Crescent Trail, Little Falls Trail.  Specifically, 

on the CCT - more signs to alert others when passing (most bikes don't give any alert), enforcement 

of non motorized vehicles.  On LF Trail - enforcement of off leashed dogs during AM and PM.

Trail Renovation & Expansion More bike trails in down county please, the northwest branch is NOT safe to bike in.

Trail Renovation & Expansion we like and use several parks in Montgomery County, such as Wheaton Regional Park, Black Hills, 

Redgate, Lake Needwood, Meadowside.  Looking ahead, we would welcome more paved paths.

Trail Renovation & Expansion More bike friendly parks, trails and features.  I love the changes you made in Wheaton Regional Park.  

If you could make it safer to get there that would be a big help.  I wait for Sligo Creek and Beach 

Drive to close before I dare bring my family out.  And there is no safe way to bike on rt 29, which 

limits our use of the NW branch trail.  Of course we can drive, but that takes a lot of the fun out of it.   

Keep up the good work!

Trail Renovation & Expansion The fenced in green space near north Bethesda station would be a great location for a park.

I appreciate the increase in bike lanes recently, this should continue. I wish 355 was more bikeable. 

Pedestrian bridges and underpasses are also nice.

Trail Renovation & Expansion Continue having parks with both paved paths and non-paved trails. Provide spaces that are multi-

use, not just specific to one sport or activity. Enforce users cleaning up after themselves and not 

leaving trash behind -- use fines or bans from parks if necessary to achieve that. 
Trail Renovation & Expansion More paved bike trails/multi-use paths

Trail Renovation & Expansion trails and more trails. such fun.

Trail Renovation & Expansion My main concern is all season rest room access near natural surface trailheads

Trail Renovation & Expansion better trails: surfaces with good footing that remain so in inclement weather (e.g., trails that don't 

develop muddy, slippery surfaces after rainy/snowing periods, trails that are not covered with animal 

feces (i.e., horses), enforced leash laws or whatever else is needed to keep dogs from bothering trail 

users

Trail Renovation & Expansion Would like to see an expansion of natural trails through out the county. As well as improvements in 

the little Seneca lake kayak launch of Clarksburg road.



Trail Renovation & Expansion Natural surface trails require funding to build and maintain. Funding public natural surface trails 

enable social, physical and mental health for ALL our residents and visitors. Please increase capital 

improvement funding for natural surface trails in the 2027-2032 budget.
Trail Renovation & Expansion We would always appreciate more paved or gravel walking trails in the county parks, particularly in 

the mid-county (Gaithersburg/Laytonsville) area.
Trail Renovation & Expansion 1) Maintain and expand mountain bike trails, 2) Allot money and staff for NNI (Non-Native Invasives) 

removal
Trail Renovation & Expansion Trail funding

Trail Renovation & Expansion Trail funding. As someone who doesn't mountain bike, but regularly uses the trails, I think it is 

important to make sure everyone has access to the trails and they continue to be maintained. Having 

trails focused on mountain biking helps everyone, even the non-mountain bikers. It is great that 

more and more people are getting outside, and it is important that we all have the appropriate 

spaces to do so.

Trail Renovation & Expansion Better trail management. There is increased usage, including bikes, that are eroding the trails. Also, 

hikers & dog walkers need some space to step off trail to avoid being hit by mountain bikers. Better 

mowing in high grass areas on trails. The park is brimming with disease spreading ticks. Being able to 

walk past someone coming from the other direction without stepping into poison ivy or tall grass 

would be helpful.

Trail Renovation & Expansion Better signage on all the hiking trails. It is very easy to lose your way in the woods.

Maps available that line up with the signage on the hiking trails.
Trail Renovation & Expansion I love walking the trails in the parks but would get more enrichment along my walks if these had 

wayside signage highlighting flora, fauna, ecology, local history stories, or conservation measures 

specific to a trail. Signs that incorporate active reading such as “look here” or “smell this” or “find 

[this]” would be much appreciated.

Trail Renovation & Expansion Increase support for natural surface trails program. Because of high volunteer support this program 

is an efficient use of funding.
Trail Renovation & Expansion Small one: please consider replacing grass with native pollinator plants in areas where the grass is 

not used for some recreational purpose. For example, the grass beside the Capital Crescent Trail on 

the south side of where it crosses Dorset Ave.
Trail Renovation & Expansion More bicycle trails

Trail Renovation & Expansion More trails for bikes

Trail Renovation & Expansion Can we have paved bike trails? The bike lanes here make zero sense and thus go unused.

Trail Renovation & Expansion bike trails in down county

Trail Renovation & Expansion I would like to see repaving of the Rock Creek Trail in various sections that no longer provide a 

smooth path for pedestrian use. I live in Kensington and use the Rock Creek Trail (between 

Kensington Parkway and Knowles Ave) daily for morning runs. I often use the length of the trail from 

Lake Needwood to the DC line for longer runs/bike rides. There are various section that are 

hazardous with large cracks in the trail and/or pot holes. I have a son with disabilities who would like 

to enjoy use of the trail, but the hazardous condition of the trail makes it unusable for individuals 

with disabilities and the elderly. A small section of the trail was recently redone at the entrance to 

path at Puller Drive. There is a park at that entrance and the newly paved section is beautiful and 

smooth. I would like the see entire trail redone (or at least the hazardous stretches) to make the trail 

accessible to everyone. Please consider this request.

Trail Renovation & Expansion Consider creating a multi use trail in Watts Branch Park, similar to Muddy Branch and Cabin John. 

There is good access to this corridor via the Millennium Trail in Rockville, and this could open up 

access to natural surface trails to many residents.
Trail Renovation & Expansion Please repave the trails between Knowles Avenue and Connecticut Avenue in Kensington MD. A 

portion of them were repaved a while ago near Puller Park but the rest of the trail is not in good 

shape and is a bit of a liability.
Trail Renovation & Expansion Support more hiking and cycling trails that prohibit automobile access.

Trail Renovation & Expansion More bike lanes in and out of the parks, more bike parking 

UNINTELLIGIBLE

Unintelligible I would like to learn more.

Unintelligible test

Unintelligible aaa

Unintelligible idea

Unintelligible

Unintelligible Andriana Kalapothakos 

Unintelligible dgfg

Unintelligible Cannabis nights

Unintelligible picnic table in the park

Unintelligible ?

Unintelligible OK

Thank you for attempting to provide 

your suggestion. Unfortunately, your 

suggestion did not come through 

clearly. Hopefully, some of the other 

comments received are similiar to 

your ideas.


