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OVERVIEW

' BACKGROUND

The Wheaton Placemaking Initiative originated from a recommendation in the 2022 Wheaton
Downtown Study to advance placemaking efforts in the area. Launched in 2024, the initiative aimed to
repurpose underutilized spaces, reinforce Wheaton’s unique sense of place, improve connectivity and
safety, and demonstrate opportunities for future investment. Over the course of a year, the
department engaged the community through surveys, events, and outreach to identify placemaking
strategies that would achieve these goals.

The initiative culminated in Wheels in Wheaton, a two-day event held on May 31 and June 1, 2025. This
large-scale activation transformed a County-owned parking lot into a vibrant public space featuring a
temporary roller-skating rink, beer garden, and gathering areas. Programming included skateboard
lessons, arts and crafts, silent discos, and other family-friendly activities. Wheels in Wheaton was a
collaborative effort supported by numerous partners, including the Wheaton Urban District, Mid-
County Regional Services Center, Montgomery County Department of Transportation, Montgomery
Parks, Prince George’s Parks Department, and Prince George’s Planning Department. This effort
sparked renewed interest and momentum around placemaking in Wheaton, reinforcing the value of
cross-sector partnerships and community-driven programming.

The Wheaton Urban District, a primary implementation partner for Wheels in Wheaton, serves as the
day-to-day steward of Downtown Wheaton, ensuring its vitality and ongoing care. From the outset of
the initiative, a key guiding principle was to create lasting benefits for the community that would
extend beyond a single event. Following the conclusion of Wheels in Wheaton, several tangible
impacts remained: a vibrant mural was preserved as public art, and materials such as umbrellas,
tables, and chairs were provided to the Wheaton Urban District for ongoing use. The final component,
the Wheaton Placemaking Toolkit, has been developed and delivered to the Urban District to
strengthen its capacity to plan and implement future placemaking strategies.

WHEATON PLACEMAKING TOOLKIT PURPOSE AND SUMMARY

The Wheaton Placemaking Toolkit was developed specifically for the Wheaton Urban District to
provide a comprehensive set of placemaking strategies and best practices tailored to the unique
context of Downtown Wheaton. Designed as a practical resource, the toolkit equips the Urban District
with guidance to plan, implement, and sustain future placemaking efforts that enhance community
engagement and public space activation.

The guide is intended to inspire creative approaches to placemaking - sparking ideas, encouraging a
variety of strategies, and building on the momentum of Wheels in Wheaton. The strategies within this
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guide further the recommendations of the 2012 Wheaton Central Business District and Vicinity Sector
Plan, the Wheaton Downtown Study, and Montgomery Planning’s Strategic Placemaking Plan. Rather
than serving as a prescriptive manual, this guide offers a flexible framework to support community
placemaking efforts.

The toolkit organizes strategies into four primary categories:

Plans and Strategic Goals

Connectivity and Safety

Enhancing Public Space

Activations

Each category includes actionable strategies, regional examples, and practical tips for
implementation. Additionally, the toolkit features maps identifying potential locations in Downtown
Wheaton where these strategies could be applied, accompanied by illustrative imagery to help
visualize possibilities.

ATTACHMENTS

Attachment 1: The Wheaton Placemaking Toolkit
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