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Description 
Request to amend Site Plan No. 81984001A to expand second floor of Building Three on the Subject 
Property from 16,090 sq ft. to 19,240 sq. ft., convert the existing office use to day care use, and 
construct a play area on the Subject Property to support the new daycare operations. This 
amendment is being reviewed under the pre-2014 Zoning Ordinance. 
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LOCATION/ADDRESS 

7750 Old Georgetown Road, southeast of the Old 
Georgetown Road and Arlington Road intersection. 

MASTER PLAN  

2025 Bethesda Downtown Plan Minor Master Plan 
Amendment Plan & 2017 Bethesda Downtown Plan 

ZONE 

CR-3.0, C-3.0, R-2.75, H-110 & Bethesda Overlay 
Zone, being reviewed under the previous  
CBD-1 Zone per Section 7.7.1.C of the Zoning 
Ordinance 

PROPERTY SIZE 

85,366 sq. ft. 

APPLICANT 

MGGB Childcare LLC 

ACCEPTANCE DATE 

January 7, 2026 

REVIEW BASIS 

Chapter 59 

 

Summary: 
• The original Project Plan was approved by the 

Planning Board on May 17, 1983 and proposed 
office, retail, residential, and miscellaneous 
uses referred to as “Chevy Chase Garden 
Plaza”. Site Plan No. 820140170 was approved 
on September 13, 1984 and subsequently 
amended in 1991 and 2002. 

• The Subject Site Plan Amendment proposes 
to expand the second-floor area of Building 3 
on the Subject Property by enclosing an 
existing mezzanine area. This change 
increases the usable floor area from 2,039 sq. 
ft. to 5,189 sq. ft. without expanding the 
building footprint. The proposal also includes 
a request to convert the existing office use of 
the Property to day care use and convert 
existing outdoor amenity space to an outdoor 
play area located in the southwest corner of 
the Subject Property to support the new day 
care operations, totaling 19,240 sq. ft. of 
proposed day care use. 

• The proposed Amendment is being reviewed 
under the prior Zoning Ordinance per 
Section59-7.7.1.C which allows properties in 
commercial zones to increase floor area on 
the site by up to 10% of the amount of gross 
floor area approved for the site on October 20, 
2014 or by 30,000 square feet (whichever is 
less). 
 

• As of the time of this report, Staff has received 
community correspondence.  

• Staff recommends APPROVAL of the Site Plan 
Amendment with conditions. 

Planning Staff 

 Ugonna Njeze, Planner II, West County Planning, Ugonna.Njeze@montgomeryplanning.org,  
301-495-4529 

 Stephanie Dickel, Supervisor, West County Planning, Stephanie.Dickel@montgomeryplanning.org,  
301-495-4527 

 Elza Hisel-McCoy, Chief, West County Planning, Elza.Hisel-McCoy@montgomeryplanning.org,   
301-495-2115 
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SECTION 1: RECOMMENDATIONS AND CONDITIONS 

SITE PLAN 81984001B 

Staff recommends approval of Site Plan Amendment No. 81984001B, to expand the second floor of the 
Subject Building, change the existing office use to day care use, and install a play area on the Subject 
Property. The development must comply with the conditions of approval for Site Plan No. 81984001B.  
All site development elements shown on the latest electronic version of the Site Plan, as of the date of 
this Staff Report submitted via ePlans to the M-NCPPC, are required except as modified by the 
following conditions.1 The following Conditions supersede all previous conditions. 

New Conditions 

DENSITY, HEIGHT & HOUSING 

 Density  
The Site Plan is limited to a maximum of 19,240 square feet of day care use and 167,508 
square feet of existing uses remain on the Subject Property.  

OPEN SPACE, FACILITIES AND AMENITIES  

 Amenity Open Space, Facilities, and Amenities 

a) The Applicant must provide a minimum of 46,397 square feet of amenity space (54.35% of 
net lot area) on-site.   

b) Before the issuance of the final Use and Occupancy certificate for the day care facility, the 
play area amenity must be completed as specified in the approved plans and certified by a 
playground safety specialist. 

TRANSPORTATION & Circulation 

 Transportation 

a) The Planning Board has reviewed and accepts the recommendations of the Montgomery 
County Department of Permitting Services Right-of-Way Section (DPS-ROW) in its memo 
dated February 12, 2026, and incorporates them as conditions of approval.  The Applicant 
must comply with each of the recommendations in their memo, which DPS-ROW may 
amend if the amendments do not conflict with other conditions of Site Plan approval. 

AGENCY COORDINATION 

 

1 For the purposes of these conditions, the term “Applicant” shall also mean the developer, the owner or any 
successor (s) in interest to the terms of this approval. 
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 Fire and Rescue 

a) The Planning Board has reviewed and accepts the recommendations of the Montgomery 
County Department of Permitting Services (MCDPS), Fire Department Access and Water 
Supply Section in its letter dated April 13, 2026, and hereby incorporates them as 
conditions of approval.  The Applicant must comply with each of the recommendations in 
the letter, which MCDPS may amend if the amendments do not conflict with other 
conditions of Site Plan approval. 

SITE PLAN 

 Development Program  
The Applicant must construct the development in accordance with a development program 
table that will be reviewed and approved before the approval of the Certified Site Plan. 

 

 Certified Site Plan 
Before approval of the Certified Site Plan the following revisions must be made and/or 
information provided subject to Staff review and approval: 

b) Add the following notes: 

i. “M-NCPPC Staff must inspect all tree-save areas and protection devices before 
clearing and grading.” 

ii. “Minor modifications to the limits of disturbance shown on the site plan within the 
public right-of-way for utility connections may be done during the review of the right-
of-way permit drawings by the Department of Permitting Services.” 

iii. “The Applicant must schedule a preconstruction meeting (pre-con), preferably on-site, 
with staff from the Department of Permitting Services (DPS) responsible for Certified 
Site Plan conformance and compliance, upon approval of the Certified Site Plan (CSP).  
The pre-con must occur before any site development work commencement and 
before any work that is covered by the site plan surety and maintenance agreement.  
The Applicant, along with their representatives, must attend the pre-con with DPS CSP 
Staff. A copy of the approved Certified Site Plan along with any subsequent 
amendments is required to be on-site at all times during construction.” 

c) Include approved Fire Department Access Plan. 

d) Modify data table to reflect development standards approved by the Planning Board. 

e) Ensure consistency of all details and layout between Site and Landscape plans. 
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SECTION 2: SITE DESCRIPTION 

VICINITY 

The Subject Property is part of the Chevy Chase Garden Plaza development in the 2017 Bethesda 
Downtown Plan and the 2025 Bethesda Downtown Plan Minor Master Plan Amendment Plan area. The 
Site is an 85,366-square-foot (post right-of-way dedications) commercial lot labeled Lot 8 Block 1 in 
Record Plat no. 15579, currently zoned CR-3.0 C-3.0 R-2.75 H-110 located. The lot is bordered by 
Arlington Road to the west, Moorland Lane to the south, and Old Georgetown Road to the northeast, 
creating three (3) intersections. Bethesda Elementary School is located directly across Arlington Road, 
and the Bethesda Metro Station is located 0.2 miles from the Subject Property.             

                    

 

Figure 1 – Vicinity Map  
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Figure 2 – Aerial Map  

 

PROPERTY DESCRIPTION 

The Subject Property is improved with an office building (“Subject Building”) with a gross building 
area of 16,090 sq. ft., also identified as Building 3 on the Site Plan. The Subject Building is situated on 
the northern corner of the lot, near the intersection of Arlington Road, Wilson Lane, and Old 
Georgetown Road. The historic Lesile Beall House is stationed at the center of the Property, with the 
Subject Building and other attached buildings and retail spaces surrounding the historic structure. 
There is an underground parking facility providing 243 parking spaces, and ingress and egress 
provided by Moorland Lane. In the space between the Garden Plaza buildings is a brick walkway plaza, 
benches, trees and a pond.  
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Figure 3 – Subject Property  

SECTION 3: PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

PREVIOUS APPROVALS  

 
Preliminary Plan No. 119811450 

On October 15, 1981, Preliminary Plan No. 119811450 was approved by the Planning Board to develop 
the Subject Property.  

Project Plan No. 919830020 

On May 17, 1983, Project Plan No. 919830020 was approved by Planning Board Resolution dated 
August 4, 1983 to construct a new multi-level office and retail buildings. This application approved 
197,802 sq. ft. of office, retail, and residential space with an FAR of 1.99. It set an a overall floor area of 
23,736 sq. ft. of retail use and 174,066 sq. ft. of office use with 58% amenity open space.   

Site Plan No. 819840010 
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On September 13, 1984 Site Plan No. 819840010 was approved by the Planning Board Resolution 
dated October 18, 1984 to agree on the condition of an enforcement agreement and development 
program to be reviewed by Staff, the relocation and underground of all utilities to the project site, the 
installation of Bethesda Lanterns (light poles) along Old Georgetown Road, the widening Arlington 
Road, and other significant conditions.  

Site Plan Amendment No. 819840010 

On February 7, 1991, an amendment to Site Plan No. 819840010 was approved by the Planning Board 
to permit conversion of 5,601 sq. ft. of existing retail use to office use for a three-year period. The 
amendment added a condition requiring that the Applicant “maintain the right to 212 vehicular trips 
assigned to the project which will enable conversion back to restaurant or retail uses in the future”. 

Project Plan Amendment No. 919830020 

On October 20, 1994, an amendment to Project Plan No. 919830020 was approved by Planning Board 
Resolution dated November 3, 1994 to allow interim office use to occupy 5,710 sq. ft. of space adjacent 
to the public use space for 18 months from the date of the Opinion. The period was found appropriate 
to provide the Applicant sufficient time to relocate the office use and successfully market the space for 
retail use as originally approved. The Planning Board approved the amendment with an FAR of 2.0 and 
a total of 97,799 sq. ft. as follows: 

• 179,099 sq. ft. – Office
• 14,550 sq. ft. – Retail
• 2,300 sq. ft. – Miscellaneous
• 1,800 sq. ft. – Residential

Project Plan Amendment No. 91983002A, Site Plan Amendment No. 81984001A  
On August 9, 2002, Project Plan Amendment No. 91983002A and Site Plan Amendment No. 
81984001A were administratively approved by the Planning Director to allow the Bethesda 
Urban Partnership to qualify as a retail tenant in the Subject Building. 

PROPOSAL 

The Applicant is proposing to expand useable floor area of the second floor of Building Three on the 
Subject Property from 2,039 sq. ft. to 5,189 sq. ft. As shown in Figure 4 below, this will be 
accomplished by enclosing space previously open to the floor below and adding to the existing 
mezzanine area of the second floor. In doing so, the Applicant provides an increase of 3,150 sf without 
altering the existing building footprint. As this increase of floor area is less than 30,000 square feet, 
this Application is being reviewed for applicability to the CBD-1 zone under the 2014 Zoning Ordinance 
per Section 59-7.7.1.C which allows properties in commercial zones to increase floor area on the site 
by up to 10% of the amount of gross floor area approved for the site on October 20, 2014 or by 30,000 
square feet (whichever is less). 
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Additionally, the applicant proposes to convert the entire building area, including the expanded 
second floor, from office use to daycare use to accommodate up to 178 children. In order to support 
the day care use on the Subject Property, approximately 3,600 sq. ft. of amenity open space is 
proposed to be converted to an outdoor play area for day care use. This results in a total of 19,240 
square feet of daycare use on the entire Subject Property. 

Table 1: Existing & Proposed Gross Building Area 

Gross Building Area 
Level Existing Area Proposed 
Level 0 4,973 sq. ft. 4,973 sq. ft. 
Level 1 5,189 sq. ft. 5,189 sq. ft. 
Level 2 2,039 sq. ft. 5,189 sq. ft. 
Level 3 3,889 sq. ft. 3,889 sq. ft. 
Total Gross Area 16,090 sq. ft. 19,240 sq. ft. 

 

BUILDING/ARCHITECTURE 

The existing 2,039 sq. ft. floor area is currently classified as mezzanine. The 3,150 sq. ft. expansion will 
include structural beams, joists, reinforcements to the existing structures, and a concrete deck. After 
the expansion, the 5,189 sq. ft. finished floor area will be classified as a second level. 
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Figure 4 – Subject Building Expanded Second Floor  

PLAY AREA & OPEN SPACE 

The Applicant is proposing a fenced, 3,600 sq. ft. play area that can serve up to 48 children at one time. 
The fence will be four (4) ft. tall with two (2) double-swing gates, plus a wall along the northeast 
quadrant of the play area. The southern end of the wall starts at 1.5 ft., becoming two (2) ft. at the 
northern end. The existing walkway between the play area and the adjacent building (7700 Old 
Georgetown Rd) will be modified to a five (5) ft. width. Previously approved Project Plan No. 
919830020 required 20% amenity open space on the Subject Property, and this Application will reduce 
the amenity open space from 58% to 54.35%. Figure 5 below shows the proposed play area, Figure 6 
shows an illustration of the previously approved amenity open space from Site Plan No. 819840010. 
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Figure 5 – Play Area  

TRANSPORTATION 

The day care will use ten (10) parking spaces in the existing parking garage reserved for its pick-up and 
drop-off operations. The ten (10) spaces are not reserved or conditioned for a previous tenant, leaving 
over 200 spaces for the rest of the development. The pick-up and drop-off (PUDO) operations are 
expected to occur between 6:30 AM and 9:30 AM for drop-off and between 3:30 PM and 6:30 PM for 
pick-up. There will be up to three (3) staff members that will assist families and students going from 
the garage to the day care facility and with the pick-up and drop-off operations utilizing the elevators. 
Internal garage circulation is shown in Figure 3 of the Property Description section. The garage has a 
single entrance that is accessed from two (2) existing curb cuts on Moorland Lane. Site circulation 
from the garage to the day care facility is shown in Figure 6 below.  

 

Figure 6– Parking Garage Circulation Diagram 
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ENVIRONMENT AND CLIMATE 

As part of the proposed 3,600-square-foot playground, the Applicant has provided design options that 
incorporate sustainable and heat-mitigating features. These include playground equipment 
constructed from natural materials, such as log climbers, and both freestanding and integrated shade 
structures. While final play equipment selection will occur at a later stage, the proposal includes 
sufficient flexibility to incorporate these features into the final design. 

SECTION 4: COMMUNITY OUTREACH 

The Applicant has complied with all submittal and noticing requirements. Staff received community 
correspondence via email (Attachment C) regarding concerns about pick up and drop off (PUDO) 
operations for the day care use. The two (2) messages asked whether there will be an area where cars 
can pull in off of Arlington Road and/or Old Georgetown Road to accommodate parents dropping off 
their children and day care customers using Moorland Lane to pick up and drop off children. Staff 
responded by assuring that their questions and concerns would be addressed in the Staff Report. 
PUDO operations will take place within the Subject Property’s underground garage. The Applicant is 
required to comply with conditions listed in the Department of Permitting Services Right-of-Way 
Section (DPS-ROW) memo dated February 12, 2026 (Attachment D). 

 

SECTION 7: SITE PLAN 81984001B FINDINGS AND ANALYSIS 

Pursuant to the exemption provision of Section 59.7.7.1.C. of the Zoning Ordinance, this Amendment 
was reviewed under the standards and procedures of the Zoning Ordinance in effect on October 29, 
2014. Site Plan Amendment No. 81984001B requests to change 16,090 sq. ft. of existing office use in 
the Subject Building to a day care use, expand the second-floor square footage 3,150 sq. ft., and 
convert 3,600 sq. ft. of amenity open space for a play area, all other existing uses will remain as well. 
The proposed Site Plan Amendment does not alter the intent of the previous findings, which remain 
applicable, except as modified below.  

1. The site plan conforms to all non-illustrative elements of a development plan or diagrammatic 
plan, and all binding elements of a schematic development plan, certified by the Hearing 
Examiner under Section 59-D-1.64, or is consistent with an approved project plan for the 
optional method of development, if required, unless the Planning Board expressly modifies any 
element of the project plan; 

The Project complies with Project Plan 9-83002, approved in 1983, which allows for up to 197,802 
square feet of development on the Subject Property and complies with Section 7.7.1.C.1.a of the 
Zoning Ordinance as it does not exceed the height limits and density of the Property’s zoning in 
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effect on October 29, 2014. The Project complies with the development standards set forth in prior 
approval as well as the general requirements contained in the Zoning Ordinance. 

 

Table 2: Chevy Chase Garden Plaza Site Plan Data Table for CBD-1 Optional Method 

Development Standard Approved Under 
9198300202  

Approved Under 
819840010, 
81984001A, 
819840010  

Proposed 
81984001B 

Tract Area 98,901 sq. ft. No Change No Change 
Tract Area - Prior 
Dedication 

13,533 sq. ft. No Change No Change 

Tract Area - Proposed 
Dedication 

n/a No Change No Change 

Site Area n/a No Change 85,366 sq. ft. 
Mapped Density 
CBD – 1  
Residential (GFA/ FAR) 

1,800 sq. ft.  
 
0 sq. ft. 

 
 
0 sq. ft. 

Commercial (GFA/FAR) 197,802 sq. ft. / 
1.99 FAR 

183,598 sq. ft. / 1.86 
FAR 

186,748 sq. ft. /          
1.89 FAR 

Total Mapped Density 
(GFA/FAR) 

197,802 sq. ft. 
/1.99 FAR 

183,598 sq. ft. / 1.86 
FAR 

186,748 sq. ft. /          
1.89 FAR 

Building Height 90 ft. 90 ft. 90 ft.3 
Amenity Open Space (min 
sq. ft.) 

58% 58% 54.35% 

 

2. The locations of buildings and structures, open spaces, landscaping, recreation facilities, and 
pedestrian and vehicular circulation systems are adequate, safe, and efficient; 

LOCATIONS OF BUILDINGS AND STRUCTURES 

The changes to the Subject Building are internal and do not effect the external building footprint, 
and the existing building massing will remain unchanged. As such, no frontage improvements are 
required. The proposed play area will be secured by a fence with gates to a modified walkway. The 
54.35% amenity open pace provided with this Application is well above the 20% minimum 
requirement.    

GREEN AREA 

 
2 The required development standards were set by Project Plan No. 919830020, as amended. 
3 The Subject Building is an existing building to remain. 
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The proposed 3,600 sq. ft. play area in the southwest corner of the Subject Property will require a 
3.65% reduction of the site’s outdoor amenity area, from 58% of the gross tract area to 54.35%, 
which remains well above the minimum 20% originally required by Project Plan 9-83002. 

PEDESTRIAN AND VEHICULAR CIRCULATION SYSTEMS 

All parking and pick-up and drop-off operations for the day care will occur within the parking 
garage on the site. The parking garage will have ten (10) spaces reserved for pick-up and drop-off 
operations for the daycare during the hours of 6:30 AM – 9:30 AM and 3:30 PM – 6:30 PM. There will 
be no queueing line as the parking spaces will accommodate the pick-up and drop-off operations. 
 

3. Each structure and use is compatible with other uses and other site plans, and with existing and 
proposed adjacent development; and 

This Application will not alter the site’s compatibility with existing or pending adjacent 
development given the Application’s is changing to a permitted day care use, the expansion of the 
second-floor is completely contained within the existing building’s footprint, and will require a 
3.65% reduction of the site’s outdoor amenity area, from 58% of the gross tract area to 54.35%, 
which remains well above the minimum 20% originally required by Project Plan 9-83002. The 
proposed day care use and play area are across the street from the Bethesda Elementary School 
which are uses that do not conflict with each other. One of the goals of the Bethesda Downtown 
Sector Plan is to create a thriving urban center that provides affordable choices of housing in close 
proximity to jobs, shopping and recreation. For this goal, the Sector Plan encourages the provision 
of public facilities to meet “human service” needs inclusive of child day care services. Specifically, 
the Sector Plan states on page 86 that “Downtown Bethesda’s role as an urban and transportation 
center makes it an appropriate location for child care services for both employees and nearby 
residents. Downtown Bethesda currently has a number of privately-run child care facilities, 
located in churches, community centers and office buildings that serve the large existing and 
recommended residential areas of Downtown Bethesda.” This Application substantially conforms 
with the Bethesda Downtown Sector Plan. The proposed day care use and playground are across 
the street from the Bethesda Elementary School, uses that do not conflict with each other.  

4. The site plan meets all applicable requirements of Chapter 22A regarding forest conservation, 
Chapter 19 regarding water resource protection, and any other applicable law 

 Chapter 19, Erosion, Sediment Control, and Stormwater Management; and 
A Stormwater Management Concept plan is not required because the Project will have less 
than 5,000 square feet of land disturbance. 

 Chapter 22A, Forest Conservation 
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The Project satisfies all applicable requirements of the Forest Conservation Law, 
Montgomery County Code, Chapter 22A and complies with the Montgomery County 
Planning Department’s Environmental Guidelines. The Project is exempt from Article II of 
the Forest Conservation Law because it meets the criteria under Section 22A-5(t)(1) for a 
modification to a non-residential property. Forest Conservation Plan Exemption No. 
42026091E was confirmed on December 26, 2025.   

 

SECTION 9: CONCLUSION 

As conditioned, the Site Plan Amendment application satisfies the applicable standards of the Zoning 
Ordinance and substantially conform to the recommendations of the 2025 Bethesda Downtown Plan 
Minor Master Plan Amendment and the 2017 Bethesda Downtown Plan. Therefore, Staff recommends 
approval of the Site Plan Amendment with the conditions specified at the beginning of this report.   

 

ATTACHMENTS 

Attachment A: Site Plan Amendment 

Attachment B: Prior Approvals 

Attachment C: Community Correspondence 

Attachment D: Agency Letters 
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THE MARYLAN D-NATIO NAL CAPITAL PABK AND PLANNING COMMISSION
8787 Georgia Avenue . Silver Spring, Maryland 2O910-3760

i..".- ii' 
'.-.1

FARiil[]F
7t=. MONTCOMERY COI'NTY PIANNING BOARD

OPINION

AI{ENDI{ENT TO SITE PIAN

Site PIan

Action:

Review #8 - 84001
Chewy Chase Garden Plaza

1. the amended Sice plan neets all of
which it is located:

Date Ualled: Feb. 12. 1991-

the requlrenents of the zone in

(Motion lras nlade by Connissloner Floreen, seconded by Conmissioner
Hewltt, wlch a vote of 4-0, Connissioners Barlman, Kelney, Floreen,
and Hewlct voting for and no Cornmissioner voting againsi. Cornrnis _

sioner Henry was absent. )

On December 31, 1990, Lerch, Early, Rosenan & Brerrer subinitted a requestfor an amendnenr to Slre plan #g-g4001,- iocated in the CBD-I zone.

- 0n February 7, r99L, Request for Arendment to slte plan Reviers #g-84ool\^7as brought before the Montgonery County plannlng Board. for a public hearing.At.the public hearing, tle.Monlgonery Clunty planning Board. heard rescinonyand received evidence subnltted in tire recoid on the appllcation. BaseJ onthe testinony and evidence presenced by the staff ana on the "a"ff i.p.rahereby adopted by the Montgonery county planning Board, whlch ts atlachedhereto and Eade a part hereof, ih" Morrigor"ry Ciunty planning goard flnds:

2. the locacions of the bull-dings and structures, the open spaces,the landscaping, and the pedtstrran and vehicular circulatio.,systems are adequate, safe, and efficient: and

3. each structure and use ls conpatlble wlth other uses and othersite plans and with existing and proposed adj acenE development.

The.Montgonery councy planning Board approves the Anendment to site pran
Review #8-84001 to pernit 5,501 square- i""t of office use for a linited three_year period in a prevlous 1y- approved retail space as shown on the site plan.The Amendment ls subJect to all rhe conditions of Ehe prevlous ry- aoof"rlu t'a.
ll?:, l" be addressed prior ro release of building p"rrlcs, and- suijecr ro thefolloving conditLons:

1. Occupy no xnore chan the 5,610 square feet of space located directlyadjacent to the garden terrace lrith an office use for " m"xint* perioaof three years, or untll a restaurant or retall a.r,".ra ".., i.l"l"oWindow treatments and storefront displays to achiewe an actractivevisual character.



.l

' Pate Tvo - OPINIO - Sir6 plan #8-84007 (Arendrcnt)

2, For an lntsrh period of three years, or untll e r€tail tenant can be
fotrnd, lcase approxiEately 1,000 equare fe€t of the re[.lning unleased
tetall lpace to en atta tensnt at a rsntal rate that recognlzes both the
flnanclal capabllltles of an arts tenant and the posslble short-tern use
of th€ spece.

3. l{alntaln the rlght to 212 vehicular trl-pe assigned to the project nhichwlll enable converslon back to restaurant or retall uses in the future.

4. Satisfy all prevlous condltions of site plan approval.





 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY PLANNING BOARD 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE APPROVAL 
 
 
 

DATE :   August 9, 2002 NO MAILING (Administrative Approval)   
 
SITE PLAN REVIEW #: 8-84001, 9-83002  
 
PROJECT NAME:  Chevy Chase Garden Plaza 
 
 
Action: Administrative Approval  
 
 
1. The Site Plan is consistent with an approved development plan or a project plan for the optional 

method of development if required; 
2. The Site Plan meets all of the requirement of the zone, and is consistent with an urban renewal plan 

approved under Chapter 56; 
3. The locations of the buildings and structures, the open spaces, the landscaping, recreation facilities, 

and the pedestrian and vehicular circulation systems are adequate, safe, and efficient; 
4. Each structure an use is compatible with other uses and other Site Plans and with existing and 

proposed adjacent development; 
5. The Site Plan meets all applicable requirements of Chapter 22A regarding forest conservation; 
6. The Site Plan meets all applicable requirements of Chapter 19 regarding water resource protection. 

 
Therefore, the Montgomery County Planning Board staff ADMINISTRATIVELY APPROVES Site Plan 
#8-84001A and Project Plan 9-83002A, which consist of Allowing the Bethesda Urban Partnership to 
qualify as a retail tenant in the subject building  
 
 
 
G:\SP_OPINION\8-88001A.doc 



From: Neil Tender
To: Njeze, Ugonna
Subject: comments on site plan - Chevy Chase Garden Plaza
Date: Monday, January 26, 2026 10:46:17 PM

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] Exercise caution when opening attachments, clicking links, or
responding.

Hi Ugonna,
I wanted to submit my comments regarding the Chevy Chase Garden Plaza site plan, plan
number 81984001B.  The notice indicates I could send my comments to the lead reviewer, and
I looked this up and learned that you are the lead reviewer for this plan.
Can you please include my comments?  Here they are below.  Thanks, 
Neil Tender

Comments:

1. Where will be the pickup/dropoff area for the daycare?  There is no obvious place along
Arlington Rd or Old Georgetown Rd.  You obviously don't want parents pulling over on the
side of these busy roads blocking traffic.  Moorland Ln has a small pullover area but it's not
right next to the door and it's small and can really only handle 1-2 cars at a time but this
daycare will have up to 178 kids being dropped off.

2. I suggest that the traffic signal at Moorland Ln and Arlington Rd be studied and improved.
It had become quite unfavorable for those that live on Moorland Ln (Christopher condo and
Griffis apartments) because the light is almost always red and there is a not turn on red signal.
When the Griffis apartment (formerly Maison) was built, the no turn on red signal was
installed, it seemed because visibility was poor during construction, but once construction was
finished, the sign was not removed.  The new apartment added a lot more traffic.  It is so
difficult just to leave home and go anywhere now because that intersection is a bottleneck
(where it used to not be a problem).  The new daycare will add even more traffic to this mix.  I
feel that the whole traffic pattern around this block needs to be re-evaluated and improved
even without the new daycare, and it's not clear if these tight/congested streets can handle the
additional traffic for a daycare, but that intersection is already a choke point.  The elementary
school is right directly the street, so there is already a lot of pickup/dropoff volume.

Attachment C

mailto:neiltender@yahoo.com
mailto:Ugonna.Njeze@montgomeryplanning.org


From: Scott Brand
To: Njeze, Ugonna
Subject: Comment on Plan Number 81984001B Chevy Chase Garden Plaza - Day Care for up to 178 children
Date: Thursday, January 29, 2026 12:41:02 PM

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] Exercise caution when opening attachments, clicking links, or
responding.

Dear Ms. Njeze:

I am writing in reference to a request for comments about Plan Number 81984001B
Chevy Chase Garden Plaza.

I live in The Christopher Condominium which boarders Chevy Chase Garden Plaza
and I am on the condominium board. The concern we have is, will there be an area
where cars can pull in off of Arlington Road and/or Old Georgetown Road to
accommodate parents dropping off their children? 

Both streets are continually busy and if cars start to double park on either road, traffic
will be greatly impacted. We already have a problem with double parking when
children are dropped off on Old Georgetown Rd for Artworks Fine Art Studio's (AFAS)
lessons and summer camp. Fortunately AFAS enrollment is relatively small compared
to the potential enrollment of 178 children at Chevy Chase Garden Plaza.

Thank you for your attention.

Scott Brand
President the Christopher Condominium Association of Unit Owners
4808 Moorland Lane
Bethesda, Maryland
20814 

mailto:scottb44@verizon.net
mailto:Ugonna.Njeze@montgomeryplanning.org


DPS-ROW CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL February 12, 2026 

81984001B Chevy Chase Garden Plaza 
Contact: Sam Farhadi at 240 777-6333 

We have reviewed site plan file:  

“07-BSITE-81984001B-05.pdf V2” uploaded on/ dated “2/11/2026” and 

The followings need to be conditions of the certified site plan: 

1. Please provide and address any possible mitigation measures:
a. Downstream storm drain adequacy analysis.
b. An arborist report is required so we can determine if frontage street trees

need to be replaced.
c. Ensure there is no conflict between the proposed location of bike parking

and sidewalk and compliance with Code 59.6.2.6 and MCDOT
requirements. Coordination with MCDOT bikeway coordinator is needed.

Attachment D
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Department of Permitting Services
Fire Department Access and Water Supply Comments

DATE: 13-Apr-26

RE: Chevy Chase Garden Plaza
81984001B

TO: Patrick La Vay - plavay@mhgpa.com

FROM: Marie LaBaw

PLAN APPROVED
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13-Apr-26

*** 4/13/2026 New daycare fence installation: Final FDC sign placement to be determined by 
life safety inspector in the field ***

Macris, Hendricks & Glascock

*** 4/13/2026 New daycare fence installation: Final FDC sign placement to be determined by 
life safety inspector in the field ***
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FRONT VIEW

CONCRETE FOOTINGS
PER CODE

PICKET

HORIZONTAL RAIL

POST

FINISH GRADE

96" +/-
CLLCCCCLLCCC

48"

PICKET

HORIZONTAL RAIL

POST

FINISH GRADE

48"

CONCRETE FOOTINGS
PER CODE

NOTE:
1. PROVIDE KNOX-BOX AT BOTH

DOUBLE -GATE LOCATIONS IN
ACCORDANCE WITH FIRE
ACCESS REQUIREMENTS

2. OR APPROVED EQUAL FOR
ALL GATE AND FENCE
SECTIONSC  DOUBLE SWING GATE

FRONT VIEW

A  FENCE SECTION A  

(OR EQUAL)

NOT TO SCALE

(OR EQUAL)

NOT TO SCALE

PROJECT NARRATIVE:

THE PROJECT INVOLVES A TENANT BUILD-OUT OF EXISTING OFFICE SPACE FOR A DAY CARE
USE WITHIN THE EXISTING BUILDING THAT INCLUDES A BASEMENT PLUS 3 UPPER LEVELS OF
FLOOR SPACE WITH 16,090 SQUARE FEET OF EXISTING GROSS FLOOR AREA, WHICH IS
PROPOSED TO BE INTERNALLY EXPANDED TO 19,240 SQUARE FEET OF FINISHED FLOOR
SPACE TO SUPPORT UP TO 178 CHILDREN. THE PROJECT ALSO INCLUDES CONVERTING
EXISTING ON-SITE PLANTING AREA/OPEN SPACE INTO AN APPROXIMATELY 3,600 SQUARE
FEET OUTDOOR PLAYGROUND FOR USE BY THE DAY CARE.

PROPOSED FIRE DEPARTMENT APPARATUS ACCESS PLAN

FDC SIGN NOTES:

1. EXISTING FDC SIGNAGE (FIGURE 2)  TO BE RE-MOUNTED
TO BUILDING FACE AT 60 INCHES ABOVE GRADE.  (SEE
FIGURE 1 FOR LOCATION)

2. DISTANCE FROM DOOR TO OPERATIONAL BAY (52'±) IS AN
EXISTING CONDITION.  BUILDING WAS CONSTRUCTED IN
1988 PRIOR TO FIRE DEPARTMENT APPARATUS ACCESS
BEING ROUTINELY REVIEWED.

3. MINIMUM LETTER SIZE = 6 INCHES

FIGURE 1

FIGURE 2
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9300 Kenilworth Avenue, Greenbelt, MD  20770 |  301.513.7300  | 1.800.749.0737  |  Maryland Relay TTY 800.735.2258  |  roads.maryland.gov 

April 3, 2026 

Ugonna Njeze 
Regulatory Planner II, WestCounty Division 
Montgomery County Planning Department 
2425 Reedie Drive, 13th Floor, Wheaton, MD 20902 

Dear Mr. Njeze: 

Thank you for the opportunity to review the Site Plan Amendment (81984001B) for the Chevy 
Chase Garden Plaza located at 7750 Old Georgetown Road. The State Highway 
Administration (SHA) has performed a cursory review of the plans and are pleased to respond. 

Based on preliminary review, the work being proposed is outside of the SHA right of way and an 
Access Permit will not be required. 

SHA recommends approval of the above-mentioned amendment. 

If you have any questions or require additional information, please contact Mr. Kwesi Woodroffe 
at 301-513-7347, by using our toll free number (in Maryland only) at 1-800-749-0737 (x7347), 
or via email at kwoodroffe@mdot.maryland.gov. 

Sincerely, 

Derek Gunn, P.E. 
District Engineer, District 3, MDOT SHA 

DG/kw 

for

mailto:kwoodroffe@mdot.maryland.gov


Jon Bondi

From: Etheridge, Mark <Mark.Etheridge@montgomerycountymd.gov>

Sent: Friday, December 12, 2025 7:27 AM

To: Jon Bondi

Subject: RE: Edgemoor Lot 8, Block 1 Bethesda, MD [Filed 12 Dec 2025 08:13]

Categories: Filed by Mail Manager

CAUTION: This email is from an EXTERNAL contact. Please do not open attachments, or click on links from 
unknown or suspicious senders.  

Hi Jon –  

 

Is Planning asking for a stormwater management exemption letter as a pert of your Site Plan Amendment? 

 

We don’t have an exemption letter process for SWM. But in this case, as long as the total area of disturbance 

associated with the project is less than 5,000 square feet, and the total associates earth disturbance is less than 

100 cubic yards, a sediment control permit would not be required, and therefore stormwater management would 

no be required either.  

 

Feel free to forward this to Planning sta- if you need to.  

 

Mark C. Etheridge 

Manager 

Water Resources Section | Montgomery Co. Department of Permitting Services 

2425 Reedie Drive, 7th Floor 

Wheaton, MD 20902 

240-777-6338 

Mark.etheridge@montgomerycountymd.gov 

 
 

From: Jon Bondi <jbondi@mhgpa.com>  

Sent: Thursday, December 11, 2025 3:58 PM 

To: Etheridge, Mark <Mark.Etheridge@montgomerycountymd.gov> 

Subject: Edgemoor Lot 8, Block 1 Bethesda, MD 

 

exemption required for the project?

approximately 3,600 sf of outdoor planting area to a play area

 

Regards, 

 

Jon 

 

 

Jonathan Bondi    PLA, ISA Certified Arborist

Senior Project Manager 

9220 Wightman Road, Suite 120
Montgomery Village, MD 20886 
P: 301.670.0840 
www.mhgpa.com 
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