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The Montgomery County Department of Transportation (MCDOT) submitted a Mandatory Referral to 
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Georgetown Road currently in design.  
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LOCATION 

Executive Boulevard/Grand Park Avenue from 
Nicholson Lane to Old Georgetown Road 

MASTER PLAN  

2010 White Flint Sector Plan 

2018 Bicycle Master Plan 

2025 Master Plan of Highways and Transitways 

COMPLETE STREETS AREA TYPE 

Downtown 

APPLICANT 

Montgomery County Department of 

Transportation 

ACCEPTANCE DATE 

4/2/2026 

REVIEW BASIS 

Md. Land Use Article, Section 20-301 et seq. 

 

 

 

Summary: 

• This project extends existing bike lanes along 
Executive Boulevard, completing a low-stress 
connection from the Bethesda Trolley Trail 
along Woodglen Drive to the Pike and Rose 
development along Old Georgetown Road. 

• Staff recommends approval of the Mandatory 
Referral and transmittal of comments to the 
Montgomery County Department of 
Transportation. 

• The Planning Board review of a Mandatory 
Referral is pursuant to the Land Use Article of 
the Maryland Annotated Code, Sections 20-
301 et seq. 
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SECTION 1 – COMMENTS AND CONDITIONS 

Mandatory Referral No. MR2026029 

Staff recommends approval of Executive Boulevard Bike Lanes, Mandatory Referral No. MR2026029 
and the transmittal of the following comments to the Montgomery County Department of 
Transportation: 

• Provide separate directional curb ramps at each of the following crossing locations: 
o Executive Boulevard at Nicholson Lane (All corners) 
o Executive Boulevard at Marinelli Road (All corners) 
o Grand Park Avenue at Old Georgetown Road (Southern corners) 

• Reduce the speed limit on Executive Boulevard/Grand Park Avenue from 30mph to 20mph. 
• Raise bikeways to sidewalk-level at all driveways. 

SECTION 2 – INTRODUCTION 

The Montgomery County Department of Transportation (MCDOT) proposes to construct one-way 
separated bike lanes on both sides of Executive Boulevard/Grand Park Avenue between Nicholson 
Lane and Old Georgetown Road, as shown in Figure 1. Executive Boulevard becomes Grand Park 
Avenue to the north of Banneker Avenue. The project is oriented north-south. At the southern end, the 
proposed design connects to existing separated bike lanes along Executive Boulevard south of 
Nicholson Lane. These existing bike lanes provide direct access to Woodglen Drive and the Bethesda 
Trolley Trail. At the northern end, the proposed bikeway will connect to the Pike & Rose development 
and separated bike lanes along the east-west portion of Old Georgetown Road that are currently in 
design. The engineering drawings are provided as Attachment A.  
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Figure 1: Project Area Map 

The extension of the current Executive Boulevard bike lanes alone provides significant value for 
multimodal travel in the North Bethesda area, but used together with existing and planned bicycle 
facilities in the project vicinity (Figure 2), many more local and regional low-stress bicycling trips can 
be made. Bikeways that intersect or extend the proposed project that exist or are currently in design or 
construction include: 

• Marinelli Road Separated Bike Lanes (various segments are Existing, In Design, Under 
Construction) 

• Nebel Street Separated Bike Lanes (Existing) 
• Old Georgetown Road (North/South) Separated Bike Lanes (Existing) 
• Old Georgetown Road (East/West) Separated Bike Lanes (In Design) 
• Josiah Henson Parkway Shared Use Path (Existing) 
• Bethesda Trolley Trail (Existing) 
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Figure 2: Existing and Planned Bikeways 

The project will utilize existing roadway space to provide the bikeway. The project is funded through 
County Capital Improvement Program #507596.  
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SECTION 3 – PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

Bikeway 

The project team proposes to construct one-way separated bike lanes along both sides of Executive 
Boulevard/Grand Park Avenue for the three blocks between Nicholson Lane and Old Georgetown 
Road.  

This is the same bikeway configuration that currently exists on Executive Boulevard south of the 
project area between Woodglen Drive and Nicholson Lane (Figure 3). Space for the bike lanes will 
come from removing an existing travel lane in each direction.   

 

Figure 3: Existing Executive Boulevard Separated Bike Lanes South of Nicholson Lane 

The bike lanes will generally be 5 feet wide with a 5 to 5.5 feet wide concrete buffer separating them 
from motor vehicle traffic. The remaining through lanes will be 11 feet wide, and there will be a 10-foot 
shared left turn lane. A typical cross-section is shown in Figure 4.  
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Figure 4: Typical Section - Executive Boulevard / Grand Park Avenue 

There are three signalized intersections along the project corridor (Nicholson Lane, Marinelli Road, 
and Old Georgetown Road). Executive Boulevard also crosses Banneker Avenue, which is stop-
controlled, while Executive Boulevard traffic continues through the intersection without stopping. 
Proposed intersection designs include protected corner islands where intersection geometry permits 
(Figure 5), bike turn queue boxes, and green cross-bike markings.  

 

Figure 5: Protected Corner Island where the Northbound Executive Boulevard Bike Lane Meets Old Georgetown 
Road 
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The bikeway crosses several driveways and site access points. The proposed design provides green 
cross-bike markings at these locations (Figure 5).  

 

Figure 6: Green Cross-Bike Markings at Driveways 

The Montgomery County RideOn 26 bus route, traveling between Glenmont and Montgomery Mall, has 
one stop in each direction along Executive Boulevard between Nicholson Lane and Marinelli Road. The 
proposed design provides shared bus-bike boarding areas at these two stops, ensuring that boarding 
and alighting transit users are prioritized as bicyclists yield (Figure 7).   
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Figure 7: Shared Bus-Bike Boarding Islands 

Traffic Analysis 

MCDOT staff worked with a consultant to conduct traffic analysis to understand potential impacts from 
proposed travel lane reductions and necessary traffic signal phasing changes. In Figure 8, the baseline 
lane configuration is on the left and the proposed is on the right. Changes are shown in blue and 
highlighted in red.  
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The proposed project reduces the number of through lanes in each direction from two to one. At 
signalized intersections, it generally removes a through travel lane while maintaining a through-right 
lane. At the northbound approach with Old Georgetown Road, existing standalone through and right 
turn lanes would be consolidated into a shared through-right lane. 

 

Figure 8: Existing and Proposed Intersection Configurations 

Intersection traffic counts were collected in April and May 2024 at the three signalized intersections. 
Counts at both Marinelli Road and Nicholson Lane took place when the adjacent convention center 
had an event.  
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Using those intersection counts, Tables 1, 2, and 3 compare intersection performance today (Base) at 
the three signalized intersections along the project corridor to when the project will be built (Build) in 
both the weekday morning and afternoon peak hours as well as Saturday peak. In the tables, 
intersection delay is measured in seconds of delay per vehicle. There were very marginal increases in 
overall delay (less than 1 second at all intersections), with the exception of Old Georgetown Road at 
Grand Park Avenue where the increase in delay is 1.3 seconds. All intersection movements perform at a 
Level of Service (LOS) E or better. 

Table 1: Old Georgetown Road at Grand Park Avenue Intersection Analysis 

Leg Base 
AM 

Delay 

Base 
AM 
LOS 

Base 
PM 

Delay 

Base 
PM 
LOS 

Base 
SAT 

Delay 

Base 
SAT 
LOS 

Build 
AM 

Delay 

Build 
AM 
LOS 

Build 
PM 

Delay 

Build 
PM 
LOS 

Build 
SAT 

Delay 

Build 
SAT 
LOS 

EB 23.4 C 33.3 C 25.4 C 23.7 C 35.0 C 26.3 C 
WB 20.6 C 24.7 C 20.9 C 20.9 C 25.7 C 26.9 C 
NB 63.1 E 62.5 E 57.4 E 63.5 E 63.4 E 57.7 E 
SB 63.1 E 53.8 D 52.3 D 63.5 E 53.8 D 52.3 D 

Overall 26.5 C 35.0 D 32.7 C 26.8 C 36.3 D 33.3 C 

 

Table 2: Marinelli Road at Executive Boulevard Intersection Analysis 

Leg Base 
AM 

Delay 

Base 
AM 
LOS 

Base 
PM 

Delay 

Base 
PM 
LOS 

Base 
SAT 

Delay 

Base 
SAT 
LOS 

Build 
AM 

Delay 

Build 
AM 
LOS 

Build 
PM 

Delay 

Build 
PM 
LOS 

Build 
SAT 

Delay 

Build 
SAT 
LOS 

EB 42.5 D 42.3 D 43.7 D 42.5 D 42.3 D 43.7 D 
WB 38.5 D 37.1 D 36.1 D 38.5 D 37.1 D 36.1 D 
NB 6.6 A 6.9 A 7.4 A 7.2 A 7.6 A 8.2 A 
SB 3.8 A 5.6 A 4.3 A 3.8 A 5.8 A 4.4 A 

Overall 18.4 B 5.6 A 22 C 18.7 B 5.8 A 22.3 C 

 

Table 3: Nicholson Lane at Executive Boulevard Intersection Analysis 

Leg Base 
AM 

Delay 

Base 
AM 
LOS 

Base 
PM 

Delay 

Base 
PM 
LOS 

Base 
SAT 

Delay 

Base 
SAT 
LOS 

Build 
AM 

Delay 

Build 
AM 
LOS 

Build 
PM 

Delay 

Build 
PM 
LOS 

Build 
SAT 

Delay 

Build 
SAT 
LOS 

EB 6.5 A 8.0 A 6.8 A 6.9 A 8.0 A 7.3 A 
WB 15.8 B 16.9 B 16.0 B 16.4 B 16.9 B 16.6 B 
NB 59 E 59.7 E 59.1 E 59.4 E 60.8 E 59.6 E 
SB 58.7 E 57.6 E 58.8 E 58.6 E 59.1 E 58.8 E 

Overall 16.3 B 18.9 B 17.1 B 16.8 B 19.1 B 17.5 B 
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Surrounding Areas 

The project area is within the North Bethesda CBD and is zoned for high density residential and 
commercial development as shown in Figure 9. Along Executive Boulevard to the south and east, there 
are condominium communities. Wall Local Park and the Kennedy Shriver Aquatic Center are along the 
west side of the corridor. The Bethesda North Marriott Hotel and Conference Center is on the east side 
just north of Marinelli Road.  

 

Figure 9: Zoning Map 

Development Pipeline 

Evolution Labs Phase 1 (236k sq ft of research and development space) on the west side of Grand Park 
Avenue south of Banneker Avenue but north of Wall Park is conditioned to provide a 6.5-foot-wide 
bikeway and a 5-foot-wide street buffer (Figure 10). The proposed MCDOT design shows a 5-foot-wide 
bikeway and a 5.2-foot-wide buffer along this frontage. In the event the proposed project is 
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constructed before the Evolution Labs development, the bikeway along the frontage will be upgraded 
at time of development.  

 

Figure 10: Evolution Labs Frontage Bikeway 

 

SECTION 4 – COMMUNITY OUTREACH 

The MCDOT team held a public meeting about the project design at nearby Luxmanor Elementary 
School on February 10, 2026. MCDOT Staff received comments from people in both support and 
opposition to the project. Supporters generally liked the proposed design because it would increase 
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low-stress connectivity in North Bethesda and to surrounding neighborhoods and improve safety. 
Opponents conveyed that they believed the proposed bike lanes would have low ridership, were 
redundant with bike lanes on Old Georgetown Road, and would increase traffic congestion. MCDOT 
staff reviewed feedback and made corresponding changes to the proposed design where possible. 

After Planning staff accepted the Mandatory Referral for review, Montgomery Planning notified local 
civic and homeowners’ associations and other interested parties of this proposal. As of the date of this 
report, staff have received correspondence from three individuals seeking additional information or 
providing feedback.  

SECTION 5 – MANDATORY REFERRAL CONSIDERATIONS 

Mandatory Referral review is guided by Montgomery Planning’s Uniform Standards for Mandatory 
Referral Review (December 2022), and the authority granted to the Planning Board in Section 20-301 of 
the Land Use Article of the Maryland Code. In order to ensure comprehensive review of public projects, 
the Planning Board has jurisdiction over applications filed by the State, Federal, and County 
governments, including MCPS, as well as municipalities located within the Montgomery County 
portion of the Regional District. This includes the following activities: (i) acquiring or selling land; (ii) 
locating, constructing or authorizing a road, park, public way or ground, public building or structure, 
or publicly owned or privately owned public utility; or (iii) changing the use of or widening, narrowing, 
extending, relocating, vacating or abandoning any of the previously mentioned facilities. The Planning 
Board, or its Staff, must review such projects pursuant to the Uniform Standards and transmit 
comments to the applicant within the prescribed timeframe. 

As described in the Uniform Standards, the Planning Board, or its Staff, considers all relevant land use 
and planning aspects of the proposal. Of the following, those elements in bold are reviewed in detail in 
Section 6. Those unbolded with a leading N/A are not applicable: 

1. whether the proposal is consistent with the County’s General Plan, functional plans such as 
the master plan of highways, environmental guidelines, the approved and adopted area 
master plan or sector plan, and other public plans, guidance documents, or programs for 
the area; 

2. N/A -- whether the proposal is consistent with the intent and the requirements of the zone in 
which it is located; 

3. N/A -- whether the nature of the proposed site and development, including but not limited to its 
size, shape, scale, height, arrangement, design of structure(s), massing, setback(s), site layout, 
and location(s) of parking is compatible with the surrounding neighborhood and properties; 

4. whether the locations of buildings and structures, open spaces, landscaping, recreation 
facilities, and pedestrian and vehicular circulation systems are adequate, safe, and 
efficient; 

5. whether the proposal has an approved NRI/FSD and a preliminary SWM Concept Plan, and 
meets the requirements of the Forest Conservation Law (Chapter 22A of the County Code). 
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Forest Conservation Plan, if applicable, must be approved by the Planning Board, either 
before or at the time of the Board’s mandatory referral review and action on the project. 
Unlike the mandatory referral review by the Board, the conditions of the Forest 
Conservation Plan are binding on all county projects and require a Resolution of Approval. 

6. N/A -- whether a Preliminary or a Final Water Quality Plan has been reviewed by the Planning 
Board if the project is located in a Special Protection Area. In addition, for a Water Quality Plan 
for a project on public property, the Board must determine if the plan meets any additional 
applicable standards for Special Protection areas, including the standards of Article V.  WATER 
QUALITY REVIEW IN SPECIAL PROTECTION AREAS, of the County Code (pursuant to Section 19-
65(d)(4));  

7. whether or not the site would be needed for park use if the proposal is for disposition of a 
surplus school or other publicly-owned property. 

8. whether alternatives or mitigation measures have been considered for the project if the 
proposal is inconsistent with the General Plan or other plans and policies for the area, or 
has discernible negative impacts on the surrounding neighborhood, the transportation 
network, the environment, historic resources (including burial sites) or other resources. 

  

 



 

Executive Boulevard Bike Lanes 
Mandatory Referral No. MR2026029 

15 

SECTION 6 – MANDATORY REFERRAL ANALYSIS 

Master Plan Consistency 

Thrive Montgomery 2050 – General Plan 

Thrive Montgomery 2050, the County’s General Plan, focuses on concentrating growth in centers of 
activities like North Bethesda as well as along the county’s major transportation corridors, to 
maximize the efficient use of land and create Complete Communities. Building out a network of safe, 
comfortable, and appealing pathways for people walking, biking, and rolling is essential to achieving 
the Thrive vision. Specifically, Thrive includes the following practices related to bicycling: 

• Convert existing traffic lanes and on-street parking to create space for walkways, bikeways, 
and street buffers with landscaping and street trees, in a manner consistent with other county 
policies. 

• Prioritize the provision of safe, comfortable, and attractive sidewalks, bikeways, roadway 
crossings, micromobility infrastructure and services, and other improvements to support 
walking, bicycling, micromobility, and transit usage in capital budgets, development 
approvals and mandatory referrals. 

• Transform the road network by incorporating Complete Streets design principles with the goal 
of eliminating all transportation-related roadway fatalities and severe injuries and supporting 
the emergence of more livable communities 

Consistency: Yes. The proposed project is consistent with this plan because it prioritizes the buildout 
of the county’s bicycling network in support of Complete Communities.  

Functional Master Plans 

2025 Master Plan of Highways and Transitways 

The 2025 Master Plan of Highways and Transitways (MPOHT) identifies Executive Boulevard and Grand 
Park Avenue as a Downtown Boulevard with four travel lanes and a 25-mph target speed within the 
project area.  

Consistency: Not Consistent. The proposed project is not consistent with this plan because the 
proposed speed limit is 30 mph with two proposed travel lanes. However, the Evolution Labs project 
approval from June 2023 required removing one of the two southbound lanes along that project 
frontage. The MCDOT project is consistent with that prior approval—extending the southbound lane 
removal and removing a lane in the northbound direction as well.  

2018 Bicycle Master Plan 

The 2018 Bicycle Master Plan recommends Executive Boulevard and Grand Park Avenue have 
separated bike lanes within the project area.  
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Consistency: Yes. The project proposes to construct one-way separated bike lanes.  

Area Master Plans 

2010 White Flint Sector Plan 

The mobility recommendations of the 2010 White Flint Sector Plan are guided by a few principles 
including:  

• “Provide links to existing and proposed public transit facilities as well as to the outlying bicycle 
and trails network…” 

Consistency: Yes. The project proposes to construct one-way separated bike lanes.  

Transportation Best Practices 

Complete Streets Design Guide 

As referenced above, the project corridor is classified as a Downtown Boulevard in the Master Plan of 
Highways and Transitways. However, by reducing the number of lanes in each direction to one, the 
project effectively makes this street a Downtown Street. Staff have compared the proposed project to 
the Downtown Street vision identified in the Complete Streets Design Guide. Table 4 shows the extent 
to which the proposed project achieves that vision. 

Table 4: Downtown Street Characteristics 

Design Parameter Design 
Guidance 

Proposed By 
Project 

Achieved by 
Project 

Target Speed 20mph 30mph No, 
Unchanged 

Maximum Number of 
Vehicle Through Lanes 4 2 Yes 

Maximum Protected 
Crossing Spacing 400’ ~400’ Yes, 

Unchanged 

Street Buffer 
6’; 11’ if 

shared w/ 
street parking 

3’ – 10’ Partially 

Bikeway 

One-way SBL: 
6.5’ default; 5’ 

min   
 

One-Way SBLs.  
Each SBL: 5’ Yes 

The proposed project speaks to the Downtown Boulevard vision, in particular the protected crossing 
spacing. The existing street grid in this part of North Bethesda allows for frequent pedestrian crossing 
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opportunities. Additionally, there are locations where the proposed street buffer meets or exceeds 
minimum guidance. 

However, it may be possible for the project to make even  more progress toward the CSDG vision. 

Comment: Reduce the speed limit on Executive Boulevard/Grand Park Avenue from 30mph to 
20mph. 

The project corridor speed limit is currently 30mph, but further south across Nicholson Lane where 
separated bike lanes already exist, Executive Boulevard has a 20mph speed limit. With the proposed 
project removing a travel lane in each direction to provide the separated bike lanes and buffer space, 
the roadway character should substantially change, along with the expectations people have about 
how fast they should be able to drive. The CSDG has a 20mph target speed for roadways built as 
Downtown Streets. Lowering the speed limit to match the 20mph target speed identified in the CSDG, 
along with the project’s design changes, will improve visibility for all road users and help to reduce 
crash severity.  

Pedestrian Level of Comfort and Bicycle Level of Traffic Stress 

The Pedestrian Level of Comfort (PLOC) methodology captures how comfortable it is to walk and roll 
in different conditions in Montgomery County. A variety of pathway and crossing factors are 
considered to determine a comfort score for each crossing and pathway segment. The four main 
scores are: undesirable (score = 4), uncomfortable (score = 3), somewhat comfortable (score = 2), and 
very comfortable (score = 1). 

From Nicholson Lane to Marinelli Road, Executive Boulevard pedestrian pathways generally score as 
undesirable today, though pedestrian crossings at the intersection of Nicholson Lane and Executive 
Boulevard are rated somewhat comfortable. The poor PLOC score is because pedestrian pathways are 
immediately adjacent to the roadway, as shown in Figure 11. With the addition of one-way separated 
bike lanes, which buffer the pedestrian space from the roadway, the PLOC score in these locations will 
change from undesirable to uncomfortable (Table 5). In addition, if the 20mph speed limit comment 
from Planning Staff is implemented, the PLOC score will become somewhat comfortable. 

Table 5: Corridor Pedestrian Level of Comfort 

Project Segment Existing Proposed 

Nicholson Lane to 
Marinelli Road 
(Northbound) 

Undesirable (4) Uncomfortable (3) 

Nicholson Lane to 
Marinelli Road 
(Southbound) 

Undesirable (4) Uncomfortable (3) 
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Marinelli Road to Banneker 
Avenue (Northbound) 

Somewhat 
Comfortable (2) Very Comfortable (1) 

Marinelli Road to Banneker 
Avenue (Southbound) 

Somewhat 
Comfortable (2) Very Comfortable (1) 

Banneker Avenue to Old 
Georgetown Road 
(Northbound) 

Very Comfortable (1) Very Comfortable (1) 

Banneker Avenue to Old 
Georgetown Road 
(Southbound) 

Very Comfortable (1) Very Comfortable (1) 

 

 

Figure 11: Sidewalk Along Executive Boulevard north of Nicholson Lane 

From Marinelli Road north to Old Georgetown Road, PLOC is either very comfortable or somewhat 
comfortable, both along the sidewalks and at crossings. This is due to wide pedestrian pathways and 
high visibility crosswalks at signalized or stop-controlled intersections. In this section, the proposed 
project would improve those locations that are somewhat comfortable to very comfortable.  



 

Executive Boulevard Bike Lanes 
Mandatory Referral No. MR2026029 

19 

Similarly, the Bicycle Level of Traffic Stress (BLTS) methodology captures how comfortable it is to 
bicycle in different conditions in Montgomery County. The LTS methodology assigns a numeric stress 
level to streets and trails based on attributes such as the presence of a bikeway, traffic speed, number 
of lanes, frequency of parking turnover, ease of intersection crossings and others. The main scores are: 
Very Low Stress (appropriate for most children), Low Stress (appropriate for most adults) and High & 
Moderate Stress (inappropriate for children and most adults). 

The entire project corridor scores as High & Moderate Stress today because there are no bikeways, four 
traffic lanes, and a 30mph posted speed limit. By constructing separated bike lanes, this project will 
improve BLTS on this corridor to Very Low Stress, the most comfortable score.  

Table 6: Corridor Bicycle Level of Traffic Stress 

Project Segment Existing Proposed 

Nicholson Lane to 
Marinelli Road 
(Northbound) 

High & Moderate 
Stress Low Stress 

Nicholson Lane to 
Marinelli Road 
(Southbound) 

High & Moderate 
Stress Low Stress 

Marinelli Road to Banneker 
Avenue (Northbound) 

High & Moderate 
Stress Low Stress 

Marinelli Road to Banneker 
Avenue (Southbound) 

High & Moderate 
Stress Low Stress 

Banneker Avenue to Old 
Georgetown Road 
(Northbound) 

High & Moderate 
Stress Low Stress 

Banneker Avenue to Old 
Georgetown Road 
(Southbound) 

High & Moderate 
Stress Low Stress 

 

Other Transportation Comments  

Comment: Raise bikeways to sidewalk-level at all driveways.  

The Bicycle Facility Design Toolkit, part of the 2018 Bicycle Master Plan states that, “All separated bike 
lane driveway crossings should be raised. If the separated bike lane is street-level at driveways, it 
should be raised to sidewalk-level. In these situations, the transition ramp for bicyclists from street- to 
sidewalk-level should have a maximum 10 percent slope”.  

Raising the bikeway to sidewalk level at driveways (Figure 12) makes the crossing feel and function 
more like an extension of the sidewalk, which helps signal to drivers that they should slow down and 
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yield to people bicycling across the driveway. This can help to reduce collisions with pedestrians and 
bicyclists and reduce the severity of collisions when they do occur. 

 

 
Figure 12: Sidewalk-Level Crossing Graphic 

Comment: Provide separate directional curb ramps at each of the following crossing locations: 

- Executive Boulevard at Nicholson Lane (All corners) 
- Executive Boulevard at Marinelli Road (All corners) 
- Grand Park Avenue at Old Georgetown Road (Southern corners) 

The current design at these locations does not provide clear directional guidance for pedestrians, 
particularly those with visual impairments.  Figure 13 is an example of this issue at the Executive 
Boulevard/Marinelli Road intersection. Providing separate curb ramps that are appropriately aligned 
with the intended path of travel make it easier, safer, and more direct for people to travel through this 
area. This is consistent with the Complete Streets Design Guide and the county’s Accessible Design 
Guide. 

Changes at these locations may require adjusting curb radii, ramp placement, and/or crosswalk 
placement.  
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Figure 13: Executive Boulevard at Marinelli Road Intersection with Arrows Showing Curb Ramp Alignment 

Environment and Climate 

The project area crosses through two watersheds, the Cabin John Creek, a Use Class I,P watershed, 
and the Lower Rock Creek Watershed, a Use Class I,P watershed. There are no forests, wetlands, 
streams, or associated buffers in the project area. The proposed work takes place within the existing 
roadway and right-of-way, minimizing environmental impacts.  

Forest Conservation  

All Forest Conservation Law, Chapter 22A requirements are satisfied. The Application satisfies all the 
applicable requirements of the Forest Conservation Law, Montgomery County Code, Chapter 22A, and 
is in compliance with the Montgomery County Planning Department’s Environmental Guidelines. The 
Project has an approved Forest Conservation Exemption No. 42026080E, issued on November 21, 2025. 

Stormwater Management 

The project has an approved stormwater management concept, accepted by DPS on November 19, 
2025. 
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Sustainability 

The project described supports sustainability efforts in the County by providing improved and 
expanded bikeways. This allows for decreased reliance on single passenger vehicles and greater 
connectivity. 

Historic Preservation 

The proposed project will not affect any historic properties or resources. No Master Plan or Locational 
Atlas-listed historic properties or districts are within the project area or in the vicinity of the proposed 
project, nor are any National Register-listed or eligible historic resources.  

Parks Department 

The proposed improvements are along a portion of the frontage of Wall Local Park. Wall Local Park sits 
at the intersection of Executive Boulevard and Nicholson Lane in North Bethesda. The 12-acre park is 
the home of the Shriver Aquatic Center and features an exercise path with fitness equipment, a 
playground, basketball court and two accessible picnic tables. The proposed bike lanes will improve 
bicycle access to the park.  

There are no direct impacts to Wall Local Park proposed at this time. Parks and MCDOT have 
collaborated on the bike lane design to slightly modify the LOD to remove a small temporary impact 
and the modification does not affect the constructability or design of the project. If the design changes 
and temporary or permanent impact on parkland is proposed the impacts must be reviewed through 
the Concept Review and Park Construction Permit Review process. 
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SECTION 7 – CONCLUSION 

As conditioned, the Mandatory Referral application satisfies the applicable standards of the Md. Land 
Use Article, Section 20-301, et seq. and substantially conforms to the recommendations of Thrive 
Montgomery 2050, the 2025 Master Plan of Highways and Transitways, the 2018 Bicycle Master Plan, and 
the 2010 White Flint Sector Plan. Therefore, Staff recommends approval of Mandatory Referral No. 
MR2026029 with the comments specified at the beginning of this report. 

ATTACHMENTS 

Attachment A: Engineering Drawings 
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