
 

 

 

 

  

FOREST CONSERVATION TECHNICAL MANUAL UPDATE 

Description 

 

 

Staff recommends approval of the updated Montgomery County Forest Conservation Technical 
Manual. The proposed update modernizes technical guidance used to implement the County's 
Forest Conservation Law, incorporates current scientific and regulatory practices, improves clarity 
and usability for practitioners and reviewers, and aligns Montgomery County with recent statewide 
efforts to update county and state technical manuals for forest conservation. 
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 Kristin Taddei, Forest Conservation Planner III, Kristin.taddei@montgomeryplanning.org  

 Christina Sorrento, Environment & Climate Division Chief, 
Christina.sorrento@montgomeryplanning.org 

SUMMARY 

• Staff recommends approval of the updated Montgomery County Forest Conservation Technical 
Manual, which has not been updated since it was first published by the Montgomery County 
Planning Board in 1992.  
 

• The proposed update modernizes technical guidance used to implement the County's Forest 
Conservation Law, incorporates current scientific and regulatory practices, improves clarity and 
usability for practitioners and reviewers, and aligns Montgomery County with recent statewide 
efforts to update county and state technical manuals for forest conservation. 
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FOREST CONSERVATION TECHNICAL MANUAL UPDATE 

PURPOSE OF THE MANUAL 

The Montgomery County Forest Conservation Technical Manual is a Montgomery County Planning 
Board guidance document that provides the technical standards, methodologies, procedures, and 
specifications used by professionals preparing Natural Resource Inventories/Forest Stand 
Delineations (NRI/FSDs), Forest Conservation Plans, and other associated plans and documents 
required under the Montgomery County Forest Conservation Law (Forest Conservation Law). The 
manual serves as the primary reference for applicants, consultants, developers, environmental 
professionals, and Planning Department staff involved in the preparation and review of these plans. 

Beyond its regulatory function, the manual serves as a comprehensive resource and professional 
standard for forest conservation, forest management, and tree planting practices. As such, it provides 
guidance not only for projects subject to the Forest Conservation Law, but also for organizations, 
agencies, and individuals seeking best practices for tree protection, forest conservation, forest 
planting, and long-term stewardship of protected areas 

BACKGROUND 

The Forest Conservation Law requires a technical manual to guide the implementation of forest 
conservation programs and establish procedures for the preparation and review of plans necessary to 
comply with the Forest Conservation Law. The technical manual plays a critical role by translating 
regulatory requirements into consistent, practical guidelines for implementation. 

In recent years, there has been a statewide effort to modernize these forest conservation guidance 
documents to reflect the amended Forest Conservation Law, evolving regulations and policies, and 
best management practices. Most notably, the Maryland Department of Natural Resources updated its 
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Forest Conservation Technical Manual in 2024, providing revised guidance and technical standards for 
jurisdictions with forest conservation authority across the state. 

Montgomery County's original technical manual (the “Trees Technical Manual”) was published by the 
Montgomery County Planning Board in 1992 following adoption of the County's Forest Conservation 
Law. While portions of the manual have been updated independently over time to address specific 
amendments and changes to best practices, the document has never undergone a comprehensive 
review and update. As a result, much of the original manual no longer reflects current regulations, 
best practices in the forest conservation field, or staff’s current review procedures.  

The proposed update represents the first comprehensive revision of the manual since its original 
publication more than three decades ago. 

SUMMARY OF UPDATES 

The updated manual introduces new chapters and appendices, modernizes infographics and 
technical specifications, and provides clearer guidance for practitioners preparing and reviewing 
plans required under the Forest Conservation Law. Updates include: 

• New chapters on FCP Exemptions, Implementation, Variances, and Forest Mitigation Banks. 

• New appendices including an updated Planting and Maintenance Schedule, Soil Restoration 
procedures, and redesigned specifications. 

• Improved infographics, templates, and visual explainers throughout the document. 

• Expanded technical guidance 

• 30 years of County Forest Conservation Law updates  

• Incorporated feedback from the public review session  

• New user-friendly formatting and digital document 

PUBLIC REVIEW AND FEEDBACK 

The draft chapters of the Forest Conservation Technical Manual were released for public review on 
May 5, 2026. The review process provided an opportunity for consultants, developers, foresters, 
arborists, environmental organizations, agency partners, and interested residents to evaluate the 
proposed updates and offer recommendations. 

Staff held a public information and comment session on May 19, 2026; proposed updates were 
presented, and a discussion was facilitated where plan preparers, agency representatives, and 
members of the public provided feedback and recommendations for the updated manual. 
Participants were also encouraged to submit written comments directly to Planning staff for 
consideration.  
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Staff carefully reviewed all comments received during the public review period and incorporated 
revisions where appropriate. Changes made in response to public comments included: 

• Adding a new definition of “planted green infrastructure.” 

• Aligning methods for measuring the DBH of multi-stem trees with State of Maryland’s method 
for measuring the DBH of Champion Trees. 

• Referencing Figure 3 on calculating DBH/CRZ in the prior NRI/FSD chapter. 

• Adding information in the section on forest conservation easements on how property owners 
with Category I Forest Conservation Easements can work with their forest conservation 
inspector on long-term management of the easement. 

CONCLUSION & RECOMMENDATION 

The updated Montgomery County Forest Conservation Technical Manual provides a comprehensive 
modernization of Montgomery County's primary guidance document for implementing the Forest 
Conservation Law. The update reflects the current Forest Conservation Law and Regulations, 
advances in forest conservation best practices, over thirty years of Planning staff experience reviewing 
required plans, and public input. 

Approval of the updated manual will provide applicants, staff, and the public with a clear, consistent, 
and technically current resource that supports effective forest conservation planning and 
implementation of the Forest Conservation Law throughout Montgomery County. Staff recommends 
that the Planning Board approve the updated Montgomery County Forest Conservation Technical 
Manual. 
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