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CODE PROVISION 
2-81D 
(a)       Definitions In this Section, the following terms have the meanings indicated. 

Planning Board means the Montgomery County Planning Board or the Planning 
Board’s designee. 

(b)       Climate assessments required. 
(2)      The Planning Board must submit an assessment to the District Council 
describing the climate impact, if any, of each zoning text amendment, master plan, and 
master plan amendment under consideration by the District Council. 

 

STATEMENT/BACKGROUND OF ISSUE 
Since the enactment of Bill 3-22 in July 2022, the Planning Board has been transmitting a 
climate assessment to the District Council along with each Zoning Text Amendment (ZTA) or 
master plan that it has considered. That bill established the code language in Section 2-81D 
regarding the creation of climate assessments, which tasks the Planning Board with 
completing and submitting climate assessments. 
With the recent passage of Bill 34-25, the code has been updated, allowing the Board to 
establish a designee to operate on its behalf wherever Section 2-81D references the Planning 
Board. This includes Section 2-81D(b)(2) dictating that the Board submit climate assessments 
to the District Council. 
While the Board is not required to authorize a designee, for efficiency and redundancy, 
Planning Staff recommend the Planning Director, and the Chief of the Environment and 
Climate Division, be allowed to operate as a designee of the Board for purposes of 
transmitting climate assessments for ZTAs. Because of the complexity and additional time 
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available for master plan climate assessments, these can continue to be submitted by the 
Planning Board. 

AGENCY INTERPRETATION/POLICY 
The Planning Board, for purposes of activity under Section 2-81D of the County Code, 
establishes the Planning Director, and the Chief of the Environment and Climate Division as 
authorized designees for submitting climate assessments to the District Council for Zoning 
Text Amendments. 
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