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FRIENDSHIP HEIGHTS SECTOR PLAN  WORKING DRAFT: APPENDIX 

Appendix E: Historic Preservation 
This appendix includes: 

• Report on the history of the Plan Area 

• Master Plan Historic Site Designation Form for the Reynolds House (May 
2026)  
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Friendship Heights Sector Plan Area History 

Indigenous People and European Colonization 
The ancestors of Maryland’s Indigenous people arrived in the region well over 10,000 years 
ago. Archaeological evidence suggests that inhabitants used the river valleys primarily for 
habitation and relied on the adjacent uplands for temporary camps for hunting and procuring 
raw materials. As European colonization of Maryland expanded between 1634 and 1681, 
conflicts erupted, and Indigenous people suffered from the effects of warfare, disease, and 
ecological disruption. Many Indigenous peoples, including the Piscataway, Susquehannock, 
and Nanticoke, experienced severe demographic collapses and withdrew to the interior of the 
country. Colonists concentrated on tobacco and first relied on a mix of indentured and 
enslaved labor. Planters, however, shifted to the exclusive use of enslaved African labor and 
the colony codified slavery based on race in 1664. By 1715, Maryland enacted a 
comprehensive law that confirmed the life-long enslavement of Africans and their 
descendants. 

Early Land Patents 
In 1696, the Maryland General Assembly established Prince George’s County, which included 
present-day Montgomery County. Early planters initially settled along the Patuxent River 
before moving north along the Potomac River. The Friendship Heights Sector Plan boundary 
likely includes land from parts of three patents. In 1713, Col. Thomas Addison and James 
Stoddert of Prince George’s County received a sprawling 3,124-acre patent named 
“Friendship.” Stoddert received a 1,562-acre partition of this patent. In 1725, Joseph Belt 
received a 560-acre patent named “Chevy Chase.” In 1743, George Reade received a 73-acre 
patent named “Earle Douglass and Earl Percy.” These lands were further divided and utilized 
for agricultural purposes.  

Washington Turnpike Company and Mid-Nineteenth Century Land Use 
Present-day Friendship Heights benefited from significant transportation improvements over 
the past 200 years. In the early nineteenth century, the establishment of private turnpikes and 
toll roads increased local commerce, permitted greater access to consumer products, 
provided access to large urban markets, and improved land values. While turnpike companies 
were rarely profitable even with the collection of tolls, local investors purchased stock due to 
the aforementioned indirect economic benefits.  
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In 1806, the Maryland General Assembly passed an act to incorporate the Washington 
Turnpike Company to establish a turnpike on the post-road from Georgetown to Frederick, 
running through Rockville and Clarksburg. This turnpike would become present-day 
Wisconsin Avenue. After numerous delays and reauthorizations, the turnpike company started 
construction of the road in 1819 and placed advertisements in the Daily National Intelligencer 
for African American laborers: 

“Negroes Wanted. The Washington Turnpike Company wish to hire negroes by 
the year, to work between Georgetown and Montgomery Court House.” 

The intent of this advertisement remains unclear on whether the company proposed 
to hire free African Americans or pay slaveholders for enslaved African American 
laborers. 

In the mid-nineteenth century, the land near present-day Friendship Heights was improved 
farmland predominantly owned by the Shoemaker, Ball, Perry, Eld, Counselman, and Williams 
families. By 1832, Samuel Shoemaker had moved from Pennsylvania to Montgomery County 
and acquired 102 acres of Friendship from the Smith family. Seven years later, in 1839, his son 
Isaac Shoemaker acquired 140 acres between present-day River Road and Wisconsin Avenue 
(largely within the Friendship Heights Sector Plan boundary) from the Smith estate for $2,200. 
The United States Agricultural Census recorded Shoemaker’s property as improved with 
wheat, rye, corn, among other agricultural products. The Shoemaker (Isaac) Family Cemetery, 
HP-324, remains extant in the Friendship Heights Sector Plan on Murray Road. 

Shoemaker started to divide his land and sold 10 acres to Hilleary Ball for $200 in 1846. The 
conveyance fronted present-day Wisconsin Avenue near Somerset Terrace where Ball opened 
a shoemaking business, and his son Richard operated a wheelwright shop. Shoemaker then 
sold a 33.6-acre section of his farm along River Road to Cyrus Eli Perry for $1,206.75 in 1854. 
That same year, Aquila Eld acquired 22 acres of the northern section of the estate.  

The Civil War led to changes to the nearby landscape, including the construction of Fort Reno 
and Fort Bayard, two fortifications built as part of the defenses of Washington, D.C. Fort Reno, 
originally named Fort Pennsylvania and located northeast of Tenleytown, was built in 1861. 
The fort was later enlarged and supplemented by the construction of Battery Reno to its north 
due to its strategic importance as the highest point in Washington, D.C. Fort Reno became one 
of the most heavily defended fortifications around the capital as it commanded present-day 
Wisconsin Avenue. Fort Bayard, located near the southwest intersection of present-day River 
Road and Western Avenue, was a smaller fort constructed in 1863. It commanded River Road 
and linked by rifle pits to Fort Simmons to the west and Fort Reno to the east. The National 
Park Service notes that the Union army contracted Isaac and Joseph Shoemaker to supply 
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lumber for the construction of nearby fortifications. Other members of the Shoemaker family 
reportedly sold sundry items to soldiers stationed at Fort Bayard. 

Streetcars and Suburbanization 
After the Civil War, railroads and then streetcars were critical catalysts for speculative 
residential and commercial development in Friendship Heights and the adjoining suburbs. 
Streetcar lines allowed for additional growth away from the Metropolitan Branch of the 
Baltimore & Ohio Railroad established in 1873. In 1888, Congress chartered the Georgetown 
and Tenleytown Railway Company for operation in the capital that connected Georgetown to 
the village of Tenleytown and the District line, via tracks on present-day Wisconsin Avenue. 
The Maryland General Assembly capitalized on this route and chartered two additional 
streetcar lines to connect to the terminus of the Georgetown & Tenleytown Railway. Although 
short-lived, the Glen Echo Railroad Company chartered in 1889 provided service west from 
the terminus towards Glen Echo and Cabin John. The Tenleytown and Rockville Railroad 
chartered in 1890 continued the line up Wisconsin Avenue to Bethesda and eventually to 
Rockville. While ownership changed hands, streetcars provided service to Rockville until 1935. 
As a result, Friendship Heights would develop at the nexus of multiple important 
transportation routes for Montgomery County. 

Speculative real estate development targeting white prospective homeowners quickly 
followed adjacent to and within the Friendship Heights Sector Plan boundary. The Chevy 
Chase Land Company established nearby Chevy Chase in 1892. On the south side of River 
Road, the Southern Investment Company established the Glen Cove subdivision in 1893, and 
J. D. Croissant, G. W. Ricketts, and G. L. Tait platted the American University Park subdivision 
in 1899. Immediately north of the Sector Plan boundary, five U.S. Department of Agriculture 
scientists acquired and established Somerset Heights in 1890. The Maryland General 
Assembly incorporated Somerset as a town in 1906.  In 1903, the Drummond Land Company 
platted the Drummond subdivision in 1903. The Maryland General Assembly established 
Drummond as a special taxing district in 1916.  

In the Friendship Heights Sector Plan boundary, the Shoemaker family platted The Hills 
subdivision in 1901. This triangular-shaped subdivision was located at the intersection of 
Willard Avenue and Wisconsin Avenue. On its eastern edge, the two main blocks closer to 
Wisconsin Avenue contained 41 lots between 6,250 square feet and 13,000 square feet. The 
Hills had two 1-acre lots on its western edge. The following year, Henry W. Offutt created the 
16-acre Friendship Heights subdivision from land acquired from the Ball family and heirs of 
Aquila Eld. Similarly, his subdivision consisted of three blocks with 49 lots between 5,000 and 
8,500 square feet closer to Wisconsin Avenue, and six 1-to-2-acre lots on the subdivision’s 
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allowed the unincorporated community a level of autonomy through taxation and residential 
oversight for opening, improving, and maintaining the streets, alleys, sidewalks, parking, 
drainage, sewerage, sanitation, etc., along with other public services.  The legislation created 
the Friendship Heights Citizens’ Committee, a precursor to the Village Council. 

The suburban transformation of Montgomery County continued with the growth of the 
Federal Government, financial and home lending policies, and increased mobility. In the mid-
1930s, Cooper Lightbrown & Sons subdivided Brookdale, an early automobile suburb, which 
is located on either side of River Road and partially within the Friendship Heights Sector Plan 
boundary.  

Commercial Development 
In 1935, bus service replaced the streetcar line along Wisconsin Avenue in Montgomery 
County as supported by many members of the community. As a result, Capital Transit 
constructed the Capital Transit Community Terminal, a hybrid terminal at the northeastern 
corner of the intersection of Wisconsin Avenue and Western Avenue (at the current site of the 
Metro entrance) designed by noted master architect Arthur Heaton. This terminal provided 
streetcar service in the District of Columbia on one side and bus service to Montgomery 
County on the other. Concurrently, the Chevy Chase Land Company re-subdivided this corner 
of the intersection to establish Wisconsin Circle, create a location for this new terminal, and 
prepare for future commercial development in Friendship Heights.  

After World War II, the movement of wealth from Washington, D.C. to the surrounding suburbs 
propelled retailers to make greater investments in Montgomery County. Chevy Chase, 
Somerset, Bethesda, and Silver Spring were the home to the retailers’ primary consumers, 
and congested traffic made travel from their homes to the department stores’ flagship 
locations in the city less desirable. The Hecht’s Department Store opened a new store in 
Downtown Silver Spring in 1947, partially choosing the location due to Woodward & Lothrop’s 
commitment to a store in Friendship Heights. Woodward & Lothrop had announced its first 
suburban store at the northwest corner of the intersection of Wisconsin Avenue and Western 
Avenue in 1945. After several delays, the new store opened to much fanfare in November 1950 
with the appropriate slogan, “…completely urban…conveniently suburban.” The three-story 
building with nearly 100,000 square feet had a parking lot for over 500 cars, but still noted that 
buses and streetcars provided service right to their door. The store (now demolished) 
attracted customers from Maryland, the District of Columbia, and Virginia.  

The success of Woodward & Lothrop spurred the continued commercial and residential 
development of Friendship Heights in Montgomery County and the District of Columbia. The 
Chevy Chase Land Company proceeded forward with the development of the Chevy Chase 
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Shopping Center opposite Woodward & Lothrop’s at Wisconsin Circle in 1954. Anchored by a 
Giant Grocery, the shopping center had 17 stores with covered walkways and an arcade 
promenade with free parking for 700 cars. In 1957, Hecht’s Department Store unsuccessfully 
attempted to open a store to the north of Woodward & Lothrop in Somerset Heights, but the 
community opposed rezoning the land to commercial. Two years later, Lord & Taylor built a 
store immediately to the south on Wisconsin Avenue in the District of Columbia. Saks Fifth 
Avenue signed a long-term lease with the Chevy Chase Land Company for its store at 5555 
Wisconsin Avenue in 1960. After contentious litigation opposing the rezoning of the property, 
Saks Fifth Avenue opened its store in 1964. Woodward & Lothrop, Lord & Taylor, and Saks Fifth 
Avenue, cemented Friendship Heights as the high-end retail shopping district in the 
Washington, D.C. region, a distinction that continued into the 21st century. 

During this period, the transition of the suburbs from purely bedroom communities of 
Washington, D.C. to employment centers accelerated after World War II with the 
decentralization of the Federal government followed by private businesses who established 
large suburban corporate pastoral campuses on readily available land. The Government 
Employees Insurance Company (GEICO) platted its 26-acre campus in Friendship Heights in 
1957 and opened its International-styled corporate headquarters designed by Philadelphia 
architect Vincent Klinge in 1959. Soon after its completion, GEICO further expanded the 
complex in 1964 including the construction of its eight-story office tower that reflected the 
community’s imminent urbanization.  

High-Rise Residential and the Metro 
Similar to earlier transit improvements, the introduction of Metro intensified development 
pressure for areas adjacent to the new stations. In 1960, President Eisenhower signed the 
National Capital Transportation Act that created the National Capital Transportation Agency, 
predecessor of Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA) to develop a rapid 
rail system in the District of Columbia. By the early 1960s, Friendship Heights had been 
identified as a potential station along the proposed lines, and this was later confirmed with 
the approval of the Adopted Regional System by WMATA in 1968. While the Metro’s red line to 
Friendship Heights did not open until 1984, the cumulative effect of commercial and office 
development paired with the prospect of increased transportation viability created pressure 
for higher-density development and zoning reclassifications.   

In 1964, the County Council recognized the changing built environment of Friendship Heights 
and the inadequacy of existing piecemeal approved rezoning applications. As stated in the 
Master Plan for West Chevy Chase and Vicinity (1964): 
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The construction of the Woodward and Lothrop department store…began the 
transformation of this area from a sleepy street car terminal to a dynamic 
commercial crossroads commanding a service area, well beyond its immediate 
suburban neighborhood…. 

The Master Plan recommended a reduction in the single-family residential zone (R-60), 
increased multi-family, residential zone (R-H), and enlargement of the commercial zone (C-2) 
for Friendship Heights. In the 1960s, projects included the Barlowe Building, a 14-story office 
building (1964), The Irene, a 16-story apartment building (1966), Highland House, a 15-story 
apartment building (1966), and Willougby, a 20-story apartment building (1969). By 1969, the 
Washington Post estimated that only 30 of the more than 100 early-twentieth-century, single-
family homes remained standing.  Development continued into the 1970s with the opening of 
4620 North Park Avenue, a 16-story condominium, The Elizabeth, an 18-story condominium, 
North Park Apartments, a 15-story apartment building, and Highland House West, a 17-story 
apartment building. Real estate broker Thelma “Tim” Edwards, locally known as the 
“unofficial mayor of Friendship Heights,” predicted and capitalized on the forthcoming 
development, assembled parcels, and facilitated many of the office and real estate 
transactions. 

Residents of Friendship Heights had concerns about the rapidly changing character of the 
community and vocally objected to proposals by developers to further increase density within 
the undeveloped parcels. In 1971, the Citizen Coordinating Committee on Friendship Heights 
(CCFH) formed in anticipation of a new Sector Plan that would guide future development. 
Activists had concerns regarding traffic, infrastructure, and environmental impacts which 
were further heightened by proposed denser, larger-scale development. The County Council 
approved the 1974 Friendship Heights—Sector Plan for the Central Business District that 
reduced the size of the Central Business District, scaled down the total allowable 
development, and created new Central Business District (CBD-1 and CBD-2) zoning categories. 
The plan’s land use recommendations proposed to reduce the intensity of development 
within the Central Business District by designating medium-density, mixed-office and retail 
near the forthcoming Metro station, and lower density, residential uses on the periphery.  
After its adoption, multiple lawsuits were filed in opposition but ultimately the courts upheld 
the county’s downzoning. 

The Maryland Health Department imposed sewer moratorium in 1970 that halted new trunk 
lines for most of the decade, adoption of the 1974 Sector Plan , and contentious litigation all 
slowed development. In 1981, developers completed The Carleton, a 12-story condominium. 
Three years later, the Friendship Heights Metro Station opened alongside 2 Wisconsin Circle, a 
12-story office building above the station. The Village made further improvements to the 
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community with the opening of the Friendship Heights Village Center in 1986. Somerset 
House I and II, two of three high-rise residential condominium towers located off Wisconsin 
Avenue immediately south of Somerset, opened in 1988 and 1990.  

Recent Developments 
Montgomery County Council revisited the Friendship Heights Sector Plan in 1998. The 
approved Friendship Heights Sector Plan focused on supporting the identity of the district as a 
regional shopping destination, improving access to green space, and safety for pedestrians 
and cyclists. Major developments after its adoption included the opening of the third tower at 
Somerset House, The Collection (2006), a 392,000-square-foot mixed-use development 
anchored by an 8-story building on Wisconsin Avenue, and the Shops at Wisconsin Avenue 
(2007-2009), a large mixed-use development on the former site of the Woodward & Lothrop 
Department Store. 
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Maryland – National Capital Park and Planning Commission 
Montgomery County Planning Department 
Master Plan Historic Site Designation Form 

1. NAME OF PROPERTY 

Historic Name: Edwin and Julia Reynolds House 
Current Name: Reynolds House 
Other Names: N/A 
Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties #(s): M: 35-215 

2. LOCATION OF PROPERTY 

Address Number and Street: 5320 Willard Avenue 
County, State, Zip: Chevy Chase, Montgomery County, Maryland 20871 

3. ZONING OF PROPERTY 

R-60: The intent of the R-60 zone is to provide designated areas of the County for moderate density residential 
uses. The predominant use is residential in a detached house. A limited number of other building types may be 
allowed under the optional method of development. 

4. TYPE OF PROPERTY 

A. Ownership of Property 

___ Private 
X Public – Local 
___ Public – State 
___ Public – Federal 

B. Category of Property 

X Building 
___ District 
___ Site 
___ Structure 
___ Object 

C. Number of Resources within the Property 

Contributing Noncontributing 

1 Buildings ___ Buildings 
___ Structures ___ Structures 
___ Objects ___ Objects 

Archaeological Sites ___ Archaeological Sites 
1 Total ___ Total 

D. Listing in the National Register of Historic Places: The property has not been evaluated for listing in the 
National Register of Historic Places. 
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either side, and flared staggered shingles below, projecting slightly beyond second-story plane for added texture 
and depth. 

East Elevation (Side): The side elevation, facing Willard Avenue, is composed of four sections: 1) the front 
porch to the south; 2) the side of the front gable; 3) a shallow cross gable (projecting less than 18”) slightly 
offset from the center of the elevation; and 4) the northern portion of the front gable, which aligns co-planarly 
with the cross gable and includes a recessed, one-story porch. The recessed porch rests on a concrete block pier 
foundation and has a single wood post at its corner that provides structural support to the second story. It is 
accessed via a wide, open wood stair. While the east elevation of the porch lacks a railing, a wood balustrade 
runs along its north elevation. 

The first story includes a small Queen Anne multi-light window and a typical window on the southern section 
of the front gable, two typical windows on the cross gable, and a replacement two-panel, nine-light, single-leaf 
door on the recessed front porch. The second story has a larger Queen Anne multi-light window, a square non-
historic oriel window (supported by a single wood bracket) with paired one-over-one, double-hung, vinyl-sash, 
replacement windows on the southern section of the front gable. In addition, the oriel window has a narrow two-
light, fixed wood window on its southern face. The cross gable continues the fenestration pattern with two 
typical windows and above the recessed porch is a single typical window. The upper gable end mirrors the 
façade’s shingle design, but uses only square-butt shingles above the window lintel. In addition, it features a 
Queen Anne multi-light window instead of a typical one-over-one window. 

North Elevation (Rear): The rear elevation consists of the front-gable and an above-ground stone foundation 
due to the property’s slope. At the eastern end, a crawlspace under the recessed porch is screened by diagonal 
wood lattice panels. The basement has two bays: an original, paired, two-light, wood casement window to the 
east, and a single-leaf, six-panel door to the west. The first story features a single typical window within the 
recessed porch and two typical windows on the front gable. The second story includes three typical windows 
and one Queen Anne multi-light window. The upper gable end has a single typical window but lacks the shingle 
siding or visual complexity of the other elevations. 

West Elevation (Side): The five-bay west elevation, facing Little Falls Branch, consists of three sections: 1) the 
side of the front gable to the north; 2) a projecting cross gable (extending approximately 4’) slightly offset from 
the center of the elevation; and 3) the southern section of the front gable. 

The steep topography exposes a nearly full-height basement with five original, paired, two-light, wood 
casement windows: one in the northern section of the front gable, two in the cross gable, and two in the 
southern section of the front gable. The three-bay, first story has a modern wood deck that nearly spans the 
entire elevation. There is no fenestration on the northern section of the front gable. The projecting cross gable 
has a single typical window on its north and south elevations and a non-historic sliding glass door on its east 
elevation that accesses the deck. The southern section of the front gable has two typical windows. 

The second story follows a similar pattern. The window on the south elevation of the projecting cross gable was 
replaced by a non-historic single-leaf, single-light glass door with a railing. The door formerly accessed a now 
razed non-historic wood deck. The southern section of the front gable consists of a matching door, that also 
provided access to the removed deck, and a typical window. The upper gable end of the cross gable mirrors the 
shingle and window design of the eastern cross gable. 
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J. Designation Criteria: 

The Edwin and Julia Reynolds House meets Designation Criteria 1.A, 1.D, and 2.E as listed in §24A-3 of the 
Montgomery County Code. 

1.A Historical and cultural significance. The historic resource has character, interest or value as part of 
the development, heritage or cultural characteristics of the county, state or nation. 

The Edwin and Julia Reynolds House reflects late nineteenth-century development along River Road in this 
section of Montgomery County. Completed in 1899, the Reynolds House predates the establishment of nearby 
subdivisions including The Hills (1901), Friendship Heights (1902), and West Friendship Heights (1908), and 
stands as a tangible reminder of an earlier settlement pattern. Few resources on River Road near Friendship 
Heights evoke this period of the county’s history. 

Before the Civil War, River Road primarily consisted of plantations owned by white landowners. Following the 
war, the rapid expansion of the Federal government created new opportunities for employment and growth in 
the region. The Edwin and Julia Reynolds House, constructed in 1899, was the first and oldest of five homes 
constructed by Sólyom descendants on or adjacent to the original family property. Although the original 
Sólyom home was demolished in the 1930s, four of these five houses—including the Reynolds House—remain 
standing today. Among them are the houses at 5001 River Road (built ca. 1912), 4925 River Road (built ca. 
1914), and 5325 Willard Avenue (built ca. 1928). As part of the planned park development, Montgomery Parks 
demolished the fifth house, known as the Lane House (built in 1939), in 2010. 

1.D Historic and cultural significance. Exemplifies the cultural, economic, social, political or historical 
heritage of the county and its communities. 

The Edwin and Julia (nee Sólyom) Reynolds House embodies the success and establishment of a nineteenth-
century immigrant family after the Civil War. Julia’s father, Louis Sólyom, originally from Galicia, Austria, 
emigrated to the United States and served in the Union Army. Concurrent with the expansion of the Federal 
government following the war, the Sólyoms moved their young family from New York to Montgomery County 
after Louis secured employment with the Library of Congress. Like other landowners along River Road, the 
Sólyoms farmed their property and may have rented land to African American tenants, such as the Botts family. 
Today, several descendants of the Sólyom family continue to reside on part of the original 8-acre parcel. 

The Reynolds House also reflects the transformative impact of improved transportation on Montgomery 
County’s development as this section of the country shifted from an agricultural to suburban character. The 
establishment of the streetcar network helped propel the development of numerous nearby subdivisions such as 
Chevy Chase, Somerset, and Friendship Heights. The Sólyom family conveyed part of their land to the Glen 
Echo Railroad Company to facilitate the construction of the streetcar line through the property. This new 
transportation option helped enable the Sólyom family to remain in Montgomery County during the harsher 
winter months rather than renting a house in Washington, D.C., closer to the Library of Congress. Upon Julia’s 
marriage to Edwin C. Reynolds, the couple received a portion of the family’s land on which to build their home. 
Reynolds, a skilled engineer and land surveyor who previously worked for the Chevy Chase Land Company, 
recognized the strategic location of the property in relation to River Road and the emerging, albeit short-lived, 
streetcar. In 1899, the Reynolds oriented their new home toward River Road and the Glen Echo Railroad line. 
Positioned on an apex of the original Sólyom property, the Reynolds House anchors the Sólyom’s family 
presence on River Road and Little Falls Branch, and foreshadows the change of the surrounding landscape to its 
current suburban character. 
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2.E Represents an established and familiar visual feature of the neighborhood, community or county due 
to its singular characteristic or landscape. 

The Edwin and Julia Reynolds House stands as a prominent visual feature in Friendship Heights due to its 
current placement within Willard Avenue Neighborhood Park. The Reynolds House’s elevated position from 
the park trail, particularly where the trail follows the former right-of-way of the Glen Echo Railroad, creates a 
memorable sightline and reinforces the relationship between the stream and transportation networks to the 
Sólyom family properties. As trail users walk through the park, they experience a glimpse of the former country 
landscape of Friendship Heights before widespread suburban development. 

K. Conclusion: 

The Edwin and Julia Reynolds House retains sufficient history integrity to convey its period of significance. 
The house has integrity of location and setting. While the mid-twentieth century suburban development of West 
Friendship Heights has affected its integrity of setting, the house’s relationship to Willard Avenue holds limited 
significance for the resource. Paramount to understanding the setting of the Reynolds House is its connection to 
River Road, Little Falls Branch, the former Glen Echo Railroad right-of-way, and other properties built by 
descendants of the Sólyom family. Most of these relationships remain intact, due in part to the establishment of 
Willard Avenue Neighborhood Park. The house also retains integrity of design, materials, and workmanship. Its 
character defining features and materials reflecting the Queen Anne style remain largely unaltered. Lastly, the 
house retains its integrity of feeling and association, continuing to express its period of construction. 

8. ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING/GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

Property Land Area: .93 acres 
Account Number: 00432622, 02800903, 02800914 

Environmental Setting Description: The environmental setting incorporates the parcels conveyed to 
Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning from descendants of the Reynolds family. 

Environmental Setting Justification: The environmental setting encompasses the land acquired by the 
Reynolds family from the Sólyoms, along with its subsequent expansion through additional lots purchased in 
West Friendship Heights. 

9. PROPERTY OWNERS 

Name: Maryland National Capital Park and Planning Commission 
Premise Address: 5320 Willard Avenue, Chevy Chase, MD 
Mailing Address: 2425 Reedie Drive, Wheaton, MD 

10. FORM PREPARED BY 

Name/Title: John Liebertz, Cultural Resource Planer III, Montgomery County Planning Department 
Date: May 2026 
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APPENDIX ONE: 

ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING 
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Figure 1: Proposed environmental setting for the Reynolds House Master Plan Historic Site, Friendship Heights, 
Montgomery County, Maryland. 
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APPENDIX TWO: 

MAPS AND AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHS 
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Figure 1: Map of the Defenses of Washington, 1865. The red arrow points to the original Sólyom house purchased 
in 1875 fronting River Road and demolished in the 1930s. Little Falls Branch is located to the east. 
Source: National Archives. 
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Figure 2: Map of the Defenses of Washington, 1865. The red arrow points to the original Sólyom house purchased 
in 1875 fronting River Road and demolished in the 1930s. Little Falls Branch is located to the east. 
Source: Library of Congress. 
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Figure 3: Detailed view of the United States Geological Survey Map, 1894. The red arrow points to the approximate 
future location of the Reynolds House. Note the Glen Echo Railroad line that traverses the Sólyom property. 
Source: United States Geological Survey. 
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Figure 4: Griffith M. Hopkins, The Vicinity of Washington, D.C., 1894. The red arrow points to the original Sólyom 
House demolished in the 1930s. Note the Glen Echo Railroad line traversing the property. 
Source: Library of Congress. 
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Figure 5: Detailed view of the United States Geological Survey Map, 1900. The red arrow points to the approximate 
location of the Reynolds House. Note the new split of the Glen Echo Railroad line that traverses the Sólyom 
property and ends at Chevy Chase Circle. 
Source: United States Geological Survey. 
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